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The Arte' of English Poesie. 

INTROD UCTION. 

IT mud ever be remembered that this 
Ladies' book was firft publifhed anony- 
moufly; that the printer was or feigned 
to be in ignorance of its Author; that 
fimilarly Sir John Harington, in 1591, 
only refers to him as * that vnknowne Godfather, that 
this lafl yeare laue on, viz. 1589, fet forth a booke 
called the Arte of Englifli Poefie,* and again as that 
' fame Ignoto ;' and laflly, that the authorlhip of the 
work was never openly claimed by any of Elizabeth's 
contemporaries. 

The treatife appears to have been written between 
June 1584, and November 1588 when it was firfl en- 
tered at Stationers' Hall. This is proved not only by 
the general tenour of contemporary allufion, as by the 
following particulars, among other. 

1. John Soowthem's * /'<j//^<:^rrt. The Mufyque of the bemttie of 
his miftreffe Diana^^ has on its title page the date 20. June 1584. 
Mr. J. P. Collier— in Bibl. Cat ii. 367, eel 1865— gives therefult 
of his examination — while it was in the poffeflion of the late Mr. 
Heber — of the only perfect copy of this intrinficly worth lefs 
work. He quotes pafTages to Ihow that Puttenham meant, 
though he does not name, Soowthem in his defcription, at /. 259, 
of * our minion * with his vice of Mingle-Mangle. That being 
the cafe ; the prefent work was written after June 1584. 

2. There is at/, 206 of fome of the copies of the original edition, 
a remarkable fubftitution of one paflage for another, refpe(fling 
the Netherlanders. We have reprinted both paffages ?t //. 252-3. 
This fubftitution tells this tale. The work was com]X)fed at a 
time when the Netherlanders were in bad odour; when indeci- 
fion marked the Queen's counfel, as to whether the long peace 
Hiould be broken and they (hould be aflifted in the war againft 
Spain. The firft paflage is, therefore, ftrongly anti-Dutch. This 
would accord with the hiftory of 1585. 

But the work came to the prefs about March- April 1589. 
Meanwhile, the Armada had been defeated — the Dutch had 
proved themfelves worthy confederates, and had helped much 
in the vidlory. So a more friendly though fomewhat patronizing 
paflage is fubftituted for the former one — but not before fome 
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4 Introdu6lion, 

iheets had been printed. Thus, we obtain from this diverfity, 
evidence as to the original compofition in 1585, or later. 

3. In one of the cancelled pages, y?^ p, 118, is an account of 
the King of Spain*s efcutcheon and its legend, Nonfufficit orbis^ 
in the Governor's palace at St. Domingo. This city was taken 
by Drake, on New Year's Day 1586 ; and his great Expedition 
returned to Portfmouth on the 20th July 1586. Subfequent to 
which date, we mufl place our Authors knowledge of the fa<5l. 

4. Sidney is called Sir Philip Sidney (he was knighted 8th 
Jan. 1583), The abfence of all allufion to his death (17 Oct. 
1586) or magnificent public funeral (16 Feb. 1587), accords with 
an anterior compofition of this work. 

5. The correction on publication in 1589, as to events and 
time, is fometimes perfe(5l ; as in bringing up the Queen's rule to 
'this one and thirty yeares f pace of your glorious raigne ;** fome- 
times imperfeifl as * We ourfelues haue heretofore giuen fome ex- 
ample bv our Triumphals written in honour of her Maiefties long 
peace ;' t a paifage evidently written in the time of that peace. 

A minute and exhauflive analyfis of the work, tracing 
every contemporary allufion to its date, would probably 
but confirm this general refult — that it was written 
about 1585, and then as, with but few corrections and 
additions, it was printed in 1589. 

The occafion of the work appears in language, which, 
confidering that great Age, and the great Worthies 
and Poets then living, is fomewhat extraordinary. 

But in thefe dayes (although fome learned Princes may take 
delii[;ht in Poets) yet vniuerfally it is not fo. For as well Poets 
as Poefie are defpifed, and the name become, of honorable in- 
famous, fubiect to fcome and derifion, and rather a reproch than 
a prayfe to any that vfeth it : for commonly who fo is (ludious 
in th'Arte or fhewes him felfe excellent in it, they call him in dis- 
^^.ym 2l phantafticall : and a light headed or phantadicall man 
(by conuerfion) they call a Poet.} 

Peraduenture in this iron and malitious age of ours. Princes are 
leffe delighted in it [the Arte of Poefie] being oucr earneftly bent 
and afre(^ed to the affaires of Empire and ambition. ... So 
as, it is hard to find in thefe dayes of noblemen or gentlemen 
any good Mathcmaticiati, or excellent Mufetian^ or notable Philo- 
/opher, or els a cunning Poet : becaufe we find few great Princes 
. much delighted in the fame iludies. Now alfo of fuch among 
the Nobilitie or gentrie as be very well feene in many laudable 
fciences, and efpeciallyin making or Poefie, it is fo come to palTe 
that they haue no courage to write and if they haue, yet are they 

■ /. 6a t A 61. I /. 33. 
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Itiiroduilion, 5 

loath to be a knowen of their skill. So as I know very many 
notable Gentlemen in the Court that haue written coromendably 
and fupprefled it agaync, or els fuffred it to be publifht with- 
out their names to it : as if it were a difcredit for a Gentleman, 
to feemc learned, and to (hew him felfe amorous of any good Art.* 

And in her Maieflies time that now is are fprong vp an other 
crew of Courtly makers Noble men and Gentlemen of her Ma- 
ieflies owne feruauntes, who haue written excellently well as it 
would appeare if their doings could be found out and made pub- 
licke with the reft.t 

Which chiding, (Irangely coming from an anony- 
mous author, — containing as it does an important 
teftimony, both as to an anterior literary fecundity, and 
to the mafs of contemporary literature which never 
reached the printing-prefs — is always to be eflimated, in 
confidering the earlier Elizabethan literature of Eng- 
land. 

Such being the occafion, the Author tells us of the 
perfons he had in view in writing this, the largell piece 
of Poetical Criticifm in Elizabeth's reign. 

Firfl and above all : he writes for the Queen's own 
perfonal information and pleafure : whofe portrait, in 
all her glorious attire, adorns the original edition, and 
fpeciraens of whofe poefie will be found at//. 243, 255. 

You (Madame) my mod Honored and Gracious : if I fhould 
feeme to offer you this my deuife for a difcipline and not a de- 
light.$ 

So haue we remembred and fet forth to your Maieflie very 
briefly, all the commended formes of the auncient Poefie . . . 
And we haue purpofely omitted all nice or fcholaflical curiofities 
not meete for your Maieflies contemplation in this our vulgar 
arte.§ 

Alfo that I write to the pleafure of a Lady and a mofl mtious 
Queene, and neither to Priefles nor to Prophetes or Philofo- 
phers,|| 

Next he wrote for the Court. 

I trufl they will beare with me writing in the vulgar fpeach 
and feeking by my nouelties to fatbfie not the fchoole but the 
Court. IT 

Courtiers for whofe inflru(5lion this trauaile is taken. . . . The 
authors owne purpofe, which is to make of a rude rimer, a learned 
and a Courtly Poet.** 

■ A 37. t /. 75. J A 21. 8 A 72. il A 314. H A »7a- " A 170. 
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6 IntroduHion, 

Becaufe our chiefe purpofe herein is for the learning ol Ladies 
and young Gentlewomen or idle Courtiers, defirous to become 
skilful in their owne mother tongue, and for their priuate recrea- 
tion to make now and then ditties of pleafure. . . .* 

Specially for your Ladies and pretie miftreffes in Court, for 
whofe learning 1 write. + 

Neuerthcleffe becaufe we are to teache Ladies and Gentlemen 
to know their fchoole points and termes appertaining to the Art. J 

[Proportion in figure] alfo fitted for the pretie amourets in 
Court to entertaine their feruants and the time withall, their deli- 
cate wits requiring fome commendable exercife to keepe them 
from idlenefre.§ 

So as euery furplufage or prepollerous placing or vndue itera- 
tion or darke word, or doubtful! fpeach are not lo narrowly to be 
looked vpon in a large poeme, nor fpecially in the pretie Poefies 
and deuiics of Ladies, and gentlewoman makers, whom we would 
•not haue too precife Poets leafl with their fhrewd wits, when they 
were maricd they might become a little too phantailicall wiues. || 

Lailly, he tells us. 

Our intent is to make this Art vulgar for all Engliih mensvfe.1[ 

Thus, Queen, Court, Educated if it might not be the 
Learned as well, are thofe for whofe inflrudlion and 
delight in The Arte of Englijh Fotfie this work was 
undertaken. 

What was then his purpofe and plan? He gives us 
his own summary of it ? 

Now (mod excellent Queene) hauing largely faid of Poets and 
Poefie, and about what matters they be employed : then of all 
the commended fourmes of Poemes, thirdly of metrical! propor- 
tions, fuch as do appcrtaine to our vulgar arte : and la(l of all 
fet forth the poetical! ornament confifting chiefly in the beautie and 
gallantncffe of his language and flile, and fo haue apparelled him 
to our feeming, in all his gorgious habilliments, and pulling him 
firil from the carte to the fchoole, and from thence to the Court, 
and preferred him to your Maiefties feruice, in that place of great 
honour and magnificence to geue enterteinment to Princes, Ladies 
of honour, Gentlewomen and Gentlemen, and by his many 
moodcs of skill, to feme the many humors of men thither haunt- 
ing and rcforting, fome by way of folace, fome of ferious aduife, 
and in matters afwell profitable as pleafant and honeft,** 

Hitherto we have dealt with the intention of the 
book, its execution is too large a fubjedl for confider- 
ation here. A few points may be fimply glanced at. 

* ^. X70. t /. 184. t /. i8a i >. X04- a >. 256. 

H p- 40. *• /• 304. 
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Introdunion, 7 

The work is not exclufively confined to EngliJJi 
Poefie, The Firfl of the three bookes givesalfo the theory 
of the origin of the various forms of Poetry. The Second 
defcribes the ancient ClafTic Poetry ; reports, and ap- 
parently introduces into our literature, the Tartarian 
and Perfian forms of verfe, afterwards fo fafhionable ; 
and difcuffes the application of Greek and I^tin metri- 
cal *numerofitie' to Englifli poetry. The Third book 
explains the then theory of Punctuation ; has a long 
chapter on Language \ deals with the figures of Rhetoric 
as well as thofe of Poetry proper : and has fome forty 
pages on a feemingly foreign fubjedl, Decorum \ by 
which we are to underfland not only Courtly manners, 
but alfo apt and felicitous expreflion of thought, and ap- 
propriatenefsof drefs and conduct toourconditioninlife. 

That chapter Of Language^ and the many criticifms on 
* words' fcattered through the book are mod interefling. 
Our Author was the Archbifhop Trench of his age. It 
is important in the hiftory of the growth of our Tongue, 
to fee him fixing Englilh, as * the vfuall fpeach of the 
Court, and the (hires lying about London within fixty 
miles, and not much above;* defending the introdudtion 
by himfelf or others, into our language, of fuch words 
as Impreffion^ Scientific^ Major-domo y Politician^ ConduH^ 
Idiom^ Significative ;* to liflen to his explanations of fuch 
words as Pelfi Moppe or of fuch proverbs as Toineffe is 
turned French^ Skarhoroiv warnings and the like. A man 
who could patiently tranfpofe a fingle fentence five 
hundred times in fearch of an Anagram on his Sove- 
reign's name; would eafily delight in the refined fubtilties 
of meaning which are enfhrined in words. 

A word of common occurrence in the book — vulgar^ 
mull oftentimes be dripped of its modem acceptation. 
Sometimes it is ufed as we ufe it now, for low^ common : 
but often it refers to the then current theory of lan- 
guages. People fuppofed that from the three ancient 
and deacT languages, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, all 
modem Continental languages were derived. They 

* The words quoted in his self-criticism will be found in the opening 
chapters of the first Book. 
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8 Inirodu^ion. 

gave to thefe national living languages the common 
name of * vulgar tongues.' So in many inftances herein, 
vulgar (lands for native or national : e. g, our vulgar art, 
may be read our national art, or fometimes fimply, our 
vulgar is equivalent to our native tongue. 

It would be great injuflice to overpafs the clear flyle 
of the book. Confidering the nature of the fubjedl, 
and that the Author was writing for Ladies; great (kill is 
(hown in the breaking up of the book into many chap- 
ters; and in his perfect affluence of example, illuflration, 
and anecdote to folace their * minds with mirth after all 
thefe fcholaftical preceptes which can not but bring 
with them (fpecially to Courtiers) much tedioufneffe' ; 
while a merry twinkling wit is conflantly peeping 
out, as in his debating * I cannot well lay whether a 
man vfe to kilTe before hee take his leaue, or take his 
leaue before he kiffe, or that it be all one bufmefs.* 

Another characSleriflic is his difpaflionate judgement. 
His condemnation of his own productions is without a 
qualm ; and his praife of others' poetry is equally un- 
qualified : jufl as either appear to him to negledt or 
conform to the principles of his Arte. 

There yet remains a great queflion. Who was the 
Author? 

A large number of tantalizing felf-allufions occur in 
the book. No lefs than twelve of the writer's previous 
works, not counting (lighter pieces, are either referred 
to, defcribed, or quoted in it ; and fome of them in a 
way, only confiftent with their antecedent circulation in 
MS. Of all thefe works, there has come down to us, 
but a late and imperfect copy of one, — Partheniades : 
and that copy, in accordance with the perfecSlly fuc- 
cefsful reticence, has not the author's name on it. 

We learn from The Arte of EngliJJt Poefie that it was 
written by an Engli(hman, bom about 1532 ; that he 
was one of children in the Nurfery, and he" calls his 
nurfe, *the old gentlewoman'; that in due time he 
became a Scholar at Oxford ; that in his younger days 
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Introdu^ion, 9 

he gave himfelf up to Poefie ; that at eighteen he 
*made an Eglogue entitled Elpine to Edward VI; 
that yet in his youth he was brought up in Foreign 
Courts and knew them better than he did the Englifh 
one ; that he could fay 'I my felfe hauing feene the 
Courts of Fraunce, Spaine, Italie, and that of the Em- 
pire, with many inferiour Courts ;* that by early (Indies, 
riper training, and foreign fociety he was at home in 
Greek and Latin ; well skilled in French, Italian, and 
Spanilh ; well read in hiflory, efpecially that of his own 
time j of great acquaintance with our national litera- 
ture ; and taking an efpecial delight in Englifh poefy. 

Further he was fome time on the Continent between 
1560-1570: and in 1579 presented \i\% Partheniades as 
a New Year's gift to Queen Elizabeth. 

Finally, approaching fixty years of age, he wrote the 
prefent work for his Sovereign's delight and inflrudlion. 
Who is this high- bom, high bred, highly cultivated, 
courtly Crichton? 

Can he be George Puttenham, of whofe exiflence 
there is no doubt, but whofe name is firfl poffibly affo- 
ciated in print with this work fo late as 1614, in William 
Carew*s paper OntheexcelUncie oftheEnglipi tongue^ in the 
fecond edition of Camden's Refnaincs, It is an aggra- 
vation, that gleaning as much as we do of our Author, 
we know fo little otherwife of Puttenham's life : that 
we have no elements to combine with the above facts. 

Our purpofe is not to difpoffefs Puttenham of the 
authorfhip, as to contrail the abundant felf-allufion in 
the work, with the weak external evidence in his fa- 
vour. It is to be hoped in the exhumation of old 
docuxiients fo conflantly going on, all or at leafl fome 
of our Author's works may be difcovered : or if that 
be too great a hope, that evidence, decifive and final, 
may turn up, as to whether among the good writers, 
either in profe or verfe, of our Country can be en- 
rolled the name of George Puttenham : whether it is 
to him that we are indebted for this original and clever 
book on Poetry, Rhetoric, and Good Manners. 
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Tersonal Recollections, && 

of the 

AUTHOR 

in the present work. 



* Probable or approximate dates. 

The indications of time are so rarely eiven, that the order is often simply 
haphazard : and the whole collection is but tentative. 

1609. Opr. 22. fQcnns rill. surcerlNi to tix tfinntf. 
[■ 1529. With reference to the story at /. 277, Professor T. S. Brewer, 

a great authority as to this period, writes to me : * The Ambas- 
sador referred to can be no other than Dr. Lee, afterwards 
Archbp. of York, the celebrated opponent of Erasmus. He 
was ambassador in Spain from 1535 tmtil the Emperor left for 
Italy at the commencement of 1530. During the year 1529, 
he was called upon to remonstrate with the Em^ror for the 
part he took in supporting Catherine, and practising with the 
Pope to prevent the king's divorce. It was apparently on one 
of these occasions that the circumstances mentioned in the 
anecdote occurred. It is clear from various indications in 
Lee's letter, that he was not an exact Spanish or French scho- 
lar. In general the interviews between Charles and the Eng- 
li^h ambassadors were carried on in French."] 
■jS3a. Probable date of the Author's birth. 

' My mother had an old woman in her nurserie, who in the 
winter nights would put vs forth many prety ridles. . . Tlie 
good gentlewoman would tell vs that were children . . . .* 
>/. 198, 190. 

' When I was a scholler at Oxford.' /. 2x9. 

' 1 1 [Poesie] was but the studie of my yonger yeares in which 
vanitie raigned.' /. 314. 

' I haue set you down two little ditties which our selues in 
our younger yeares played vpon the [figure of the]/l«/M/n^Ar. 
VpoH the mutabU Ufue of a Lady, 
vpon the nuritoriotu hue 0/ Christ our Sauiour* 
pp. 308, 209. 

[John Everaerts, also called Sbcundus Nicolaius [b. 
xo Nov. 151 X, at the Hague ; d. 8 Oct X536, at Toumay] was 
one of the great poets ot the Renaissance. His works— all of 
them in Latin— were not published till after his death. His 19 
poems, called ' Kisses,' Btisia^ were first published at L^den 
in 1539. A collection of his works appeared at Utrecht in 
V539-4I- 1541* and again at Paris in 1582 : in which among his book of 

poems, entituled Sylvtt are the Epithalamiu$n referred to at 
/. 68 ; and * The Palace of Money,' Regia Pecumiee^ the 
autograpliic copy of which is in Harl. MS. 4935, in the British 
Museum. Secundus wrote Elegies, Odes, Epignims, &c.; 
and among other, ' A Monody on the death of Sir Thomas 
More.'! 
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Personal Recollections of the Author. ir 

1547. 3an. 28. EbtDarU Yi, conujf lo fljc tfjroiu. 

*i5Sa 9t. i8. ' AUo in our Eglogue intituled Elpine, which we made being 
but eightecne ycares old, to King Edward the sixt a Prince 
of great hope. ^. 180. [This fixes the author's birth between 
1529-1535. Taking a mean date, he may be assumed to have 
been born within a year, cither way, of 153a.] 

* Specially in the Courtiers of forraiae countreves, where in 
my youth 1 was brought vp, and very well ooserued thejr 
raaner of life and conucrsation, for of mine owne country I 
haue not made so ^reat experience.' p. 308. 

' I my selfe hauuig scene the Courts of Fraunce, Spaine, 
Italie, and that of the Empire, with many inferior Courts.^ 
/• 277- 

* Being in Italy conuersant with a certain gentleman, who 
had long trauailed the Orientall parts of the world, and scene 
the Courts of the great Princes of China and Tartaric.' p. 104. 

His foreign travels are referred to at//. 216, 978, 379, 306. 

1S63. 3tilB 6. JBare snicctttis ts t^ crotmu 

1553- Oct. 5. Parliament meets. By the first Motion and Nomination of 
(Tnursday.) Mr. Treasurer of the Queen's House, the Worshipful Mr. 
John Pollard, Esq. [who sat for Oxfordshire not Yorkshire, 
Willis's NotUia Pari. P. ir. Hi. 29, Ed. 1750] excellent in the 
Laws of this Realm, was elected speaker. Commons Journals , 
i. 27. 

1553. Oct. 9. On Monday afternoon, Mr. Speaker made an excellent 
Oration before the Queen's Highness sitting in the Royal 
Seat in the Parliament Chamber; all the Nobles and Com- 
mons assembled. Idem. Seep. 151. 

1668. i^ob. 17. EUjabetf) (r fliiut to rdgn- 

1559-1567. Margaret^ Duchess 0/ Parma ^ Regent of the Netherlands. 

[ ? 3 Our author ' is a beholder of the feast' given by the Regent 

at Brussels to Henry, Earl of Arundel, ' passing from England 

towards Italic by her Maiesties licence.' /. 378. 
X560-X574. Charles IX. King of France. ' 

[ ? J 'In the time of Charles the ninth French king, I being at the 

Spaw waters, there lay a Marshall of Fraunce called Monsieur 

de Sipier^ [who apparently dies there]. /. 285. 
[ ? ] * Or else be locked into the Church by the Sexten as I my 

selfe was once scrued reading an Epitaph in a certain cathe- 

drall Church of England.' /. 71. 
[ ? ] The Golden Knight and the Knight called Saint Sunday; 

both living when our Author wrote. /. 291. 
[ ? ] * Quoth the ludge [apparently dead at the time of writing] 

what necde of such eloquent termes [ps violent persuasionsl m 

this place?' /. 153. 
[At /A 160-178 of Cott. MS. Vespasian E. vm., written in 

a small hand, is a cofiy of 17 poems, which were printed by 

Mr. Haslewood in his edition of the present work in z8ii. 

The first is headed — 

The principall addresse in nature of a new years gifte, 

seeminge therebye the author intended not to have his name 

knowne. 
These poems are the Partheniades of our author. The 

somewliat modem copy is apparently imperfect : as the 15th 

in its order is quoted as the 20th, and the i6th as the z8th. 

The following are also quoted — the 2d, 6th. 7th, 8th, and 

13th. Three poems at least are therefore omitted, besides 
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12 Personal Recollectfons of the Author. 

80Tn« transposition of the order in the copv. In the last 
poem are these lines, which fix the date at i Jan. 1579 : — 

* But O, nowe twcntye yearc agon, 
Forsakinge Greece for Albion, 
Where thow alone doost rule and raygne, 
Empresse and Quecnc of great britirayne.T 

1579. J^**- '• ^^^ author presented these Partheniades to the Queen. 
1558-1579, Authorities diflcr as to Sir J. Throgmorton's tenure of the 

or office of the Justice of the County Palatine of Chester. G. 

X559-1564. Ormerod, Hist, of Chester^ i, 59, 1819, states it to be from 
1558-1579. In Chetham Misc. ii. to, 1856, it is stated to be 
only from 1559-1564. Probably tne former is more correct. 
Our author wrote the Knight's Epitaph.^ Seep. X89. 
[ f ] 'I haue seene forraine Lmbassadours in the Qucenes pres- 

ence, laugh so dissolutely at some rare [MStime or sport that 
hath been made there. . . .' /. 297. 
[ ? ) Serjeant Bendlowes saying on the Queen's progress in 

Huntingdonshire.' /. 266. 

1579. ^^' 98. Sir mcholas Bacon dies. See p. 15a. 

1580. Feb. 95. Henry, Earl of Arundel, dies. See p. 278. 
1584. June aa Date of John Soowthern's Pandora. See p. 3. 

The author^s other works anterior to the composition of this one : — 
Prose. 

' And whereof it first proceeded and grew, . . . appeareth more at large 
in our bookes of /rr<7/^^/.' A 45- 

I We our seines who compiled this treatise haue written for pleasure a litle 
\0nti Romance or historicall ditty in the English tong of the Isle of great 
Briiaine in short and long mectres ' /■ 57' 

' Of all which matters, we haue more largely spolcen in our bookes of the 
originals and pedigree of the English long. /. 156. 

* Our booke which we haue written deDecoro.^ p. 283. 

Poetry. 

' An hympnc written by vs to the Queenes Maiestie entitled {Miturtut)* 
. . . Quoted at /. 244. 
*Our Comedie entitutled Ginecocraiia* Descriljed, /. 146. 
' Our Enterlude entitutled Lttstie London.* Quoted. //. 183, 908. 

* Our Enterlude called The iyc{o\cr* Quoted, //. 212, 233. 

* In a workc of ours entitutled l*hiio Caiia, where we entreat of the loues 
betwene prince PAilo And Lady Calia. p. 256. Quoted at/. 110. 

' Our Tfiumphais written in honour of her Maie&ties long peace.' p. 61. 

^ The following entry appears in the Register of the Sta- 
tioners' Company : — 
1588. Nov. 9. ix. of No. Tho. Orwyn. Allowed unto him to prynte etc. 
The Arte 0/ Englishe PoesU in Three Bookes^ the first 0/ 
Poets and Poesye, the second 0/ Proportion^ and the third 
0/ Ortiameni*. vjd. 

[This important work appeared in 1859, " Printed by 
Richard Field, dwelling in the Black-Friars, neere Ludgate, 
where he was then carrying on the business, to which he had 
succeeded from marrying VautroUier's daughter. ^ ITic 
authorship of the volume is doubtful, no name appearing in any 
part of the more than 250 quarto pages, although the writer 
over and over again mentions and quotes his own poems, 
and treats of the compositions of nearly all the writers of the 
day.—y. P. Collier m * Notes and Qtteries,' udS., xiu 143.] 
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Personal Recollections of the Author. 13 

A second entry occurs in the Stationers' Co.'s Registers : 
1589. Feb. 3. Rich. Feild. Tkart of EHglish Poesie, beinge before 

entred for Tho. Orwin's copie, and is by his consent now 
put over to Rich. Field. ^ vjd. 

^Sec for the entry to Orwin, (above) : the imprint of the 
edition, 410, 1589, is "At London, printed by Richard 
Field, dwelling in the Black- Friars, necre Ludj^te ;" and 
Orwin docs not appear to have had any interest in the work. 
Field, as already stated, was from Stratford-on-Avon, and 
was the typographer, employed by Shakespeare for his 
Venus ana Ationts, 1593, and Lucrece, 1594 ; and by Spen- 
ser for the edit, of The Faerie Queen, in 1596. y. P. CoiUer. 
Idem p. 343.] 
May a8. Date of the printer's dedication of the book to Lord 

Burghley, seep. 18. 
•June* The book published. 

1 Sir ToHN Ha KINGTON, in his Preface to Orlando Furiasc, in English 
Heriocai verses. London, fol. 'SQi : thus refers to our Author; and contro- 
verts his opinion as to translators oeing no Poets. 

Neither do I suppose it to be greatly behoofull for this purpose, to trouble 
you with the curious definitions of a !roct and Poesie, and with the subtill 
distinctions of their sundrie kinds ; nor to dispute how high and supernatural 
the name of a maker is, so christened in Engli.sh by that vnknowne Godfather, 
that this last y^eare saue one, viz. 1589. set forth a booke called the Arte of 
English Poetric : and least of all do I purpose to bestow any long time to 
argue, whether Plato, Zenopkon, and Erasmus, writing fictions and Dia- 
logues in prose, may iustly be called Poets, or whether Lucan writing a story 
in verse be an historioerapher, or whether Maystcr Fairt translating^ Virgil, 
Mayster C^^^xW^ translating Quids metamorphosis, and my sclfe in this worke 
that vou see, be any more then versifiers, as the same Ignoto tcrmeth all 
translators : for as for all, or the most part of such questions, I will refer you 
to Sir Philip Sidneys Apologie \in MS. but not printed when Harington 
thus quotes tt. It was first publishedin 1595I, who doth handle them right 
learnedly, or to the forenamcd treatise where they are discoursed more 
largely, and where, as it were a whole receit of Poetne is prescribed, with so 
raaiiie new figures, as would put me in great hope in this age to come, would 
breed manie excellent Poets ; saue for one obseruation that I gather out of 
the verie same book. For though the poore gentleman laboreth greatly to 
proue, or rather to make Poetric an art, and rccitelh as you may see in the 
plural number, some pluralities of patterns, and parcels of his owne Poetric, 
with diuers pieces of Partheniads and hymncs in praise of the most prais- 
worthy ; yet whatsoeuer he would proue by all these, sure in my poore opinion 
he doth proue nothing more plainly, then that which M, Sidney and all the 
leameder sort that haue written of it, do pronounce, namely that it is a gift 
and not an art, I say he proueth it, because making himselfe and so manie 
others so cunning in the art, yet he sheweth himsclle so slender a gift in it ; 
deseruing to be commended as Martiall praiseth one that he compares to 

Cartnina atiod set ibis et Apolline nullo 
Laudaridebes, hoc Ciceronis hades. 

2 Mr. Haslewood [Cens. Lit. ii. 40. Ed. i8<m] was of opinion, that Francis 
Mbres, M.A., derived from the present work (and especially Bk. I. Chap. 
31) the greater portion of his Comparative discourse 0/ our English Poets, 
zm'th the Greehe, Latine and Italian Poets, at pp. 279-287 of his * Palladis 
Tamia, Wits Treasury,' 1598: and that W. Vaughan, M.A., in The Golden 
Grove, ad Ed. 1608 ; in Chap. 44, Book in. O/ Poetry, and the excellencie 
thereof: and Henry Peach am, M.A., in Tlte CompUat Gentleman, 1622; 
in Chap, xo OfPoetrie, pp. 78-9C'; also borrowed unacknowledged informa- 
tion from the present work. 
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Evidence in favour of 

GEORGE PUTTENHAM 

being the Author of this book. 

*'i53a. Approximate date of birth of the Author. 

[•1534 or 'xsss. Sir T. Elyot, in his dedication of The Educaiion #r 
bringinfre vp o/childreHt printed in 1535 * to his only entirely 
heloued syster Margaret Puttenham.' writes, ' I therdbre 
in tymes vacant from busynes and other more serious 
study, as it were for my solace and recreation, have trans- 
lated for you this lytell treatise entitled the Education of 
chyldren, and made by Plutarch the excellent philoso^ier 
and ma)rster of Traiane, moo<it vcrtuous and noble of all Em- 

E;rours. . . . And it shall only suffice me, if I by this liitel 
hour I may cause you myn entirely beloued syster to folowe 
the intente of Plutarchc, in bryngingcand inducjm^e my litell 
neuewes into the trayne and rule of vertue, whereby they 
shall fynaliye attayne to honour (god so disposynge) to the in- 
estimable comforte of theyr naturall parents, and other 
theyr louyngc friendes: and moste specially to the high 
pleasure of ^xl, commoditye and profite of theyr cotmtray. 
Thus hartily fare ye well, and kepe with you tbu token of 
my tender loue to you, which witti the vertue and toward- 
nes of your children shall be continually augmented. From 
London the. xxvii. day of Novembre' [7x534 <w «535'1 

Can George and Richard Puttenham be these ' neuewes' 
of Sir T. Elyot, for whom he wrote this book : and the chil- 
dren of Sir Thomas' 'only' entirely beloued syster Margaret, 

married to Puttenham?] 

Ilie following entry occurs in the Register of die Sta- 
tioner's Company : 
1588, Nov. 9. ix. of No. Tho. Orwyn. Allowed unto him to prynteetc 

The Arte of EuglUhe Poesie in Three Hockes^ the JirxtoJ 
Poets and Poesye^ the second 0/ Proportion^ and the third 
o/Omatnente. vjd 

(The most plausible claim [to the authorship] is that of George Puttenham, 
who had a brother one of the Queen's Yeomen of the Guard, named Richard 
Puttenham, who was buried at St. Clement Danes, on ad July x6ot. There is 
extant^ under the date of 8 Feb. 1584-5, an order from the Lords of the Queen's 
Counal in the following form, which we give because it has hitherto been 
passed over, and because it refers to a man of so much literary distinction : — 
" llie Order of the Lords. —Whereas Geori^e Puttenham, gent, hath been 
a long sutor to her Ma«^ and us to be recompensed to the value of one thou- 
sand pounds, as well in respect that he did incurre so much loss in obeying her 
Ma**" commaundement, as for other causes conteyned in a scedule and order 
wherunto wee have sett to our hands. Now, at his humble sute and request 
we (havintr considered the equitie of the cause, and being dcsirouse to doe the 
said suppliant good aid and furtherance in his said sute in respect of his obedi- 
ence) have ordered fand so require^ that Mr. Secrctarie in our name (and for 
the causes above said doc prefer to her Ma*'* the humble sute of the said sup- 
pliant with this recomcndation from us; and that her Ma^ may be pleased 
to rest satisfied with our opinion in the equitie of the cause. 

*Tho. Brumlcy, cane, Robert Leycester, 
H. Hunsden, William Burley, C Howau^d, 
James Crofles.* 
By a long explanatory paper annexed, it appears that the dispute was be- 
tween George Puttenham and his brother Richard. From the Book of Decrees 
of the Court of Requests, we learn that in 28 Eliz., Richard Puttenham was 
in most distressed circumstances, having been four years in prison, and having 
had to maintain *a proud stubborn woman, his wife, in unbridled liberty; 
he was thus worth no more than ' the simple earment on his back.' These 
particulars are as new as they are curious, and are derived from the original 
documents. -Mr J. P. Collier^ in Notes and Queries, lud S. xii. 143.) 
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Evidence in favour of George Puttenham. 15 

[Mr. Haslewood in Ancient Critical Essays^ i. z Ed. 1800, gives the fol- 
lowing infomuition : — "In the prerogative court of Ointeroiiry there is a 
nuncupative will dated the first of September, 1590, of George Putenham, of 
London, Esquire, and piobably our author, whereby, " First and principallie 
he beciuaihed his scull vnto Almiehte God, and his bodie to be buried in 
christian buriall. Item, he gaue and bequeathed vnto Marve Symes, wydowe, 
his servant, as well for the good service she did him as alsoe for the money 
which she^ nad laid forth for him, all and singular, his goods, chattels, leases, 
plate, redie money, lynnen, wollen^ brasse, peuter, stuff of houshold, bills, 
bonds, obligations, and all other his goodes and debts whatsoeuer, due or 
owinge vnto hinu Alsoe his goods moueable or vnmoueabic, of what kind 
nature qualitie or condicion, and in whose hands custodyc or possession theye 
then were in, or remained, as well withm his dwellinge howsc as in anie other 
'place or places within the realroe of England. In the presence of Sebastian 
Archibould, scrivener: James Gierke, William Johnson, and diners others." 
The probate act descrilJcs the defunct of Saint Bridgctt's, in Fleet Street, 
Ixinaon, Esq. There was also a Richard Puttenham^ Esquire, whose will 
accords with the above as a scrivener's form, dated 16 Oct 1597, he being 

'■*''*'"■"* a his "verily 

the 



longer extraordinary."] 

[HarL MS. 831 is a dearly written co^y^ apparently of the seventeenth 
century, entitled— 

An apologie, or true defens of her Maiesdes honorable and good renowne 
against all such who haue sought or shall seek to blemish the same, with 
any initistice, crueltie, or other unprincely behaviour in any partes of her 
Maiesties proceedings against the late Scotish Queene, Be it for her first 
surprince, imprisonment, process attayncder or death. 

By very firme reasons, authorities and examples, proveine that her Maiestie 
hath done nothing in the said action against the rules of nonor or armes or 
otherwise, not warrantable bv the law of God and of mau. 

Written by George Puttennam to the seruice of her Maiestie and for large 
satisfaction of all such {arsons both princely and private, who by ignorance 
of the case, or portiallitie of mind shall happen to be irresolute and not well 
satisfy ed in the said cause.] 

1, William Camden, in his Remaines of a Greater Worke^ concerning 
Britnine^ ^c, London, 1605, thus commences the section q{ Poems :•- 

•Of the dignitv of Poetry much hath beene said by the worthy Sir Phi- 
lipt* Sidney^ and by the gentleman which proued that Poets were the first 
Politicians, the first PhilosoMers^ the first Historiographers.' Apparently 
Camden did not know who tnat gentleman was. 

3. Edmund Bolton left behind him a MS. entitled //y/iercritica, a Rnle 
0/ yndgenieni Jor writing or reading onr history s^ in four addresses: the 
bst of which is entitled Prime Gardens Jor gathering English : according 
to the tme ga^e or standard of the Tongne. about 15 or 16 years ago. This 
address — though not published till 1722 by A. Hall — was undoubtedly written 
in the reign of James I., probably about i6ao, not 1610, as A. h Wood thought 
The year 1605 should probably be associated with the following remark : — 

* Q. Elizabeth's vers js, those which I have seen and read, some exstant in 
the elegant, witty and artificial Book of the Art 0/ English Poetry y (the Work 
OS the Fame is] of one of her Gentlemen Pensioners, Puttenham, are Princely, 
as her prose.'— AVf/ /».,/. 236; ed. 1722. 

This is the earliest trace at present of Puttenham's name being associated 
with The Arte 0/ English Poesie. 

8. In 1614, the second edition of Camden's 'Remaines, Reviewed, corrected 
and increased,' appeared. It contained a paper of ten pages on The Excel- 
tencie 0/ the English tottgue, by ^[ichardj CTarewJ 0/ fSt] Anthony, Es- 
fuire, to ff^[illiam] C[axadex\\. 

Carkw, at >. ^3, says, * And in a word, to close vp these proofs of our copi- 
ousnesse, looke into our Imitations of all sorts of verses affoorded by any 
other language, and you shall finde that Sir Philip Sydtuy, Mxster Pnttert- 
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I6 BIBLIOGRAPHY, 

AtfMr, Haister StninJimrst and diucrs m^rc haue made yyt how farre wee are 
within compasse of a fare in~.a^ned po-i^tiluie m that bcfaalfe' — an allusoo 
to Puttenham niare as a versiHcr than a p'letica] cntic 
This is all the evidence, by any contemporary of either Elizabeth or James. 

A. \ Wood, following Bolton, gives the follrtwing -wrxj short accoant of Put- 
tenham: — A worthy gentleman, his [Dyer's] contemporary, called ; — 

Puttenluun, one of Die gcniicmcn penvi ,»ncrs to qu. Elizabeth, who, aocordinit 
to fame, was author of The Art o/ F.K^l.ah Fc^sie. accounted in its time an 
elegant, witty, and artificial br>A ; in u hich are f.->mc of the verses, made by 
qu. Elizabeth, extant : biit whether this Puttenham was fared in Oxon I can- 
not yet telL Atk. Oxom, L 74a. Ed. 1813. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

S1)e ^rte of (SfimlUli Po«(u. 

(a) iflRus in ti)r flntSMn"* lifrtivK. 
I. As a separate fublicaticn, 

1 1589. London. Editio princeps : see title on opposite page. This ecUtioh 

I vol. 4to. has become very scarce. Messrs. Willis and Sotheran, in 
Bibluttkeca Cttriosa, i?67. offered a copy at £st 5*- M*"- 
Joseph Lilly, in his Bibliotheca Amglo-Curwsa, \s now offer- 
ing a copy at £i^ 14s. 6d. He states that copies of this 
edition sold at Col. Suinley's sale for £11^ at Hihbert's for 
£\\, 13s., and at the Roxburghe sale for ;f 16, 5s. 6d. 

Three copies of the original edition have been tised in 
rareparing tne present reprint — Ben Jonson's copy in the 
Grcnville Collection, and another also in the British Museum, 
(Press-mark 1077. f.l: together with a third kindly lent me 
by J. P. Collier, E«^., F.S.A. 

ITiis last copy fonnerlv belonged to Dr._ Fanner. Inside 
its cover, are noted the following prices paid for it, long ago: 
which strongly contrast with the more recent figures quoted 
above : — 

Sold at Mr. West's auction. No. 1815, for £1, 13s. 

Egcrton, 1788, £i, ss. While Mr. Collier bought it at 

Dr. Farmer's sale for £-2, 14s. 

(b) Sssiitv finer tf^e flutfjor's Dcstfi. 

1. Asa separate publication, 

S to April 1869. z vol. 8vo. English Reprints : see title at/, x. 
London. 

II. With ether works. 

2 i8xz-z6. Lond. Ancient Critical Essays: Ed. by Joskph Haslbwood. 

a vols. 4to. Puttenham occupies the whole of the first volume published 
in 1811. In addition to Tlte Arte of English Poesie is re- 
printed the Partheniatles, from the Cottonian MS. 

Mr. Lilly, in offering in his Bibliotheca Anglo-Cttriosa, 
a copy of^this edition at £1^ las. 6d., stales. 'Only aoo 
copies were printed, which were published at A3, «. each : 
but the greater part of them were destroyed at the fire at 
Mr. Bensley's printing office.' 

It mar be therefore fairly assumed that there are hardly more than three 
hundred copies of the present work in existence in any form, ai.ierior to the 
I>resent edition. 
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TOTHE RIGHT HONO- 
RABLE SIR WILLIAM CECILL 

KNIGHT, LORD OF BVRGHLEY, LORD 

HIGH TREASVRER OF ENGLAND, R. F. 

Printer wiftieth health and profperitie, with 

the commandement and vfe of his 

continuall feruice. 

iJIis Booke (right Honorable) comming to my 
/lattileSf toith his bare title without any Authours 
name or any dtherordinarie addrcjje^ I doubted hew 
well it might become me to make you aprefent thereof^ 
feemingbymany exprejfe pajfages in the/ameatlarge, 
that it was by the Authour intended to our Soueraigne 
iMdy the Queene^ and for her recreation and ferttice chiefly deui/ed, 
in which cafe to make any other perfon her highnes partener in tfie 
honour of his guift it could notfland with my dutie, nor be without 
fome preiudice to her MaieHies interest and his vierrite. Perceyuing 
befides the title to purport foflender a fubietfl, as nothing almq/l could 
be more difci-epant from the grauitie of your yeens and Honorable 
fundlioUy whofe contemplations are euery houre more feriou/ly em- 
ployed vpon the public ke admiuiflration and f entices : I thought it 
no condigne gratification^ norfcarce any good fatisfat^ion forfuch 
a perfon as yon . ) 'et wheft I confideredy that beflowyng vpon your 
Lordfkip thefirjl veice of this mine impreffion ( a feat of mine owne 
ftmplefacultie) it could not f cypher her Maiesties honour or prero- 
gatiue in the guifi, nor yet the Authour of his thanks : and feeing 
the thing it felfe to be a deuice of fome noueltie (which commonly 
giucth euery good thing a fpcciall grace) and a noueltie fo highly 
teftding to the moft worthy prayfes of her Maiesties mofl excellent 
name (deerer to you I dareconceiue them any worldly thing beftdes ) 
mee thought I could not deuife to haue prefented your Lord/hip any 
gift more agreeable to your appetite^ or fitter for my vocation and 
abilitie to befhnu^ your Lordfhip bey Jig learned and a louer of learn- 
ing, my prefcnt a Booke and mv felfe a printer alwaies ready and 
defirous to be at your Hoiwurahle commaundement. Ami 
thus J humbly take my leave from the Black- 
frier s, this xxi'iij. of May. 1589. 

Your Honours mod humble 
at commaundement, 
R.F. 



Digitized by 



Google 




THE FIRST BOOKE, 

Of Poets and Poe/ie. 



CHAP, I. 

What a Poet and Poefie is, and who may be worthily 

fayd the mojl excellent Poet of our time. 

Poet is as much to fay as a maker. 
And our Englifti name well con- 
formes with the Greeke word: for 
of ^oiih to make, they call a maker 
Poeta, Such as (by way of refem- 
blance and reuerently) we may fay 
of God : who without any trauell to 
his diuine imagination, made all the 
world ot nought, nor alfo by any paterne or mould as the 
Platonicks with their Idees do phantaflically fuppofe. 
Euen fo the very Poet makes and contriues out of his 
owne braine, both the verle and matter of his poeme, 
and not by any foreine copie or example, as doth the 
tranflator, who therefore may well be fayd a verfifier, 
but not a Poet. The premifes confidered, it giueth to 
the name and profeflion no fmal dignitie and prehemi- 
nence, aboue all other artificers, Scientificke or Me- 
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20 OF POETS 

chanicall. And neuertheleflfe without any repugnancie 
at all, a Poet may in fome fort be faid a follower or 
imitator, becaufe he can expreffe the true and liuely of 
eueiy thing is fet before him, and which he taketh in hand 
to defcribe : and fo in that refpedt is both a maker and a 
counterfaitor: and Poefie an art not only of ' making, 
but alfo of imitation. And this fcience in his perfec- 
tion, can not grow, but by fome diuine in(lin6t, the 
Platonicks call it furor: or by excellencie of nature and 
complexion : or by great fubtiltie of the fpirits and wit, 
or by much experience and obferuation of the world, 
and courfe of kinde, or peraduenture by all or moll 
part of them. Otherwife how was it pofTible that 
Homer being but a poore priuate man, and as fome fay, 
in his later age blind, Ihould fo exadtly fet foorth and 
defcribe, as if he had bene a mod excellent Captaine 
or Generall, the order and array of battels, the condudl 
of whole armies, the fieges and aflaults of cities and 
townes ? or as fome great Princes maiordome and* per- 
fedt Surueyour in Court, the order, fumptuoufneffe and 
magnificence of royal bankets, feafls, weddings, and 
enteruewes? or as a Polititian very prudent, and much 
inured with the priuat and publique affaires, fo grauely 
examine the lawes and ordinances Ciuill, or fo pro- 
foundly difcourfe in matters of eflate, and formes of all 
politique regiment? Finally how could he fo naturally 
paint out the fpeeches, countenance and maners of 
Princely perfons and priuate, to wit, the wrath oiAchilUSy 
the magnanimitie oi A^amemnon^ the prudence oiMene- 
lauSy the prowefTe of HcHor^ the maieflie of king Pria- 
muSy the grauitie of Nejlor^ the poUicies and eloquence 
of Vlv/jfes, the calamities of the diflreffed Queenes^ and 
valiance of all the Captaines and aduenturous knights 
in thofe lamentable warres of Troy ? It is therefore of 
Poets thus to be conceiued, that if they be able to de- 
uife and make all thefe things of them felues, without 
any fubiedt of veritie, that they be (by maner of fpeech) 
as creating gods. If they do it by inflindt diuine or 
naturall, then furely much fauoured from aboue. If by 
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AND POESIE. LIB. I. 21 

their experience, then no doubt very wife men. If by 
any prefident or pateme layd before them, then truly 
the mod excellent imitators and counterfaitors of all 
others. But you (Madame) my mofl Honored and 
(Gracious : if I fhould feeme to offer you this my deuife 
for a difcipline and not a delight, I might well be re- 
puted, of all others the mofl arrogant and iniurious: 
your felfe being alreadie, of any that I know in our time, 
the mofl excellent Poet. Forfooth by your Princely 
purfe fauours and countenance, making in maner what 
ye lifl, the poore man rich, the lewd well learned, the 
coward couragious, and vile both noble and valiant. 
Then for imitation no lefTe, yourperfbn as a mofl cun- 
ning counterfaitor liuely reprefenting V^nus in counte- 
nance, in life Diana^ Pallas for gouemement, and Jiirto 
in all honour and regall magnificence. 

CHAP. IL 

That there may he an Art of our Englijh Poejie, afwell 

as there is of the La tine and Greeke, 

I Hen as there was no art in the world till by ex- 
perience found out : fo if Poefie be now an 
Art, and of al antiquitie hath bene among 
the Greeks and Latines,and yet were none, 
vntill by fludious perfons fafhioned and re- 
duced into a method of niles and precepts, then no doubt 
may there be the like with vs. And if th'art of Poefie 
be but a skill appertaining to vtterance, why may not the 
fame be with vs afwel as with them, our language being 
no leffe copious pithie and fignificatiue then theirs, our 
conceipts the fame, and our wits no leffe apt to deuife 
and imitate then theirs were? If againe Art be but a 
certaine order of rules prefcribed by reafon, and gath- 
ered by experience, why fhould not Poefie be a vulgar 
Art with vs afwel as with the Greeks and Latines, our 
language admitting no fewer rules and nice diuerfities 
then theirs? but peraduenture moe by a peculiar, which 
our fpeech hath in many things differing from theirs : 
and yet in the generall points of that Art, allowed to 
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go in common with them : fo as if one point perchance 
which is their feete whereupon their meafures Hand, 
and in deede is all the beautie of their Poefie, and 
which feete we haue not, nor as yet neuer went about 
to frame (the nature of our language and wordes not 
permitting it) we haue in (lead thereof twentie other 
curious points in that skill more then they euer had, by 
reafon of our rime and tunable concords or fimphonie, 
which they neuer obferued. Poefie therefore may be 
an Art in our vulgar, and that verie methodicall and 
commendable. 

CHAP, III. 

H<nv Poets were the firjl priejis^ the firji prophets^ thefirjl 

Le^^iflaiors andpoUtitians in the world, 

\ He profeffion and vfe of Poefie is mofl ancient 
from the beginning, and not as manie er- 
roniouflyfuppofe, after, but before any ciuil 
fociety was among men. For it is written, 
that Poefie was th'originall caufe and oc- 
cafion of their firil affemblies, when before the people 
remained in the woods and mountains, vagarant and dif- 
perfed like the wild beafls, lawleffe and naked, or verie 
ill clad, and of all good and neceffarie prouifion for har- 
bour or fuflenance vtterly vnfumilhed : fo as they litle 
diffred for their maner of life, from the very brute beafls 
of the field. Whereupon it is fayned that Amphion and 
Orpheus^ two Poets of the firfl ages, one of them, to wit 
Amphion^ builded vp cities, and reared walles with the 
(lones that came in heapes to the found of his harpe, 
figuring thereby the mollifying of hard and ftonie hearts 
by his fweete and eloquent perfwafion. And Orpheus 
affembled the wilde beafls to come in heards to bar- 
ken to his muficke,and by that meanes made them tame, 
implying thereby, how by his difcreete and wholfome le- 
fons vttered in harmonie and with melodious inflru- 
ments, he brought the rude and fauage people to a more 
ciuill and orderly life, nothing, as it feemeth, more prc- 
uailing or fit to redreffe and edifie the cruell and flurdie 
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courage of man then it And as thefe two Poets and 
Ldnus before them, and Mufeus alfo and Hefiodus in 
Greece and Archadia : fo by all likelihood had mo 
Poets done in other places, and in other ages before 
them, though there be no remembrance left of them, 
by reafon of the Recordes by fome accident of time per- 
ifhed and failing. Poets therfore are of great antiqui- 
tie. Then forafmuch as they were the firft that enten- 
ded to the obferuation of nature and her works, and 
fpecially of the Celeftiall courfes, by reafon of the con- 
tinuall motion of the heauens, fearching after the firft 
mouer, and from thence by degrees comming to know 
and confider of the fubftances feparate and abflradl, 
which we call the diuine intelligences or good Angels 
(Demones) they were the firfl that inllituted facrifices of 
placation, with inuocations and worlhip to them, as to 
Gods: and inuented and flabliflied all the reft of the 
obferuances and ceremonies of religion, and fo were 
the firft Priefts and minifters of the holy mifteries. And 
becaufe for the better execution of that high charge and 
fun<Stion, it behoued them to Hue chaft, and in all holi 
nes of life, and in continuall ftudie and contemplation : 
they came by inftincSt diuine, and by deepe meditation, 
and much abftinence (the fame affubtiling* and refining 
their fpirits) to be made apt to receaue vifions, both 
waking and fleeping, which made them vtter prophe- 
fies, and foretell things to come. So alfo were they the 
firft Prophetes or feears, VidenUs, for fo the Scripture 
tearmeth them in Latine after the Hebrue word, and 
all the oracles and anfwers of the gods were giuen in 
meeter or verfe, and publifhed to the people by their 
dire<5lion. And for that they were aged and graue men, 
and of much wifedome and experience in th'affaires of 
the world, they were the firft lawmakers to the people, 
and the firft polititiens, deuifing all expedient meanes 
for th*eftabli(hment of Common wealth, to hold and 
containe the people in order and duety by force and 
vertue of good and wholefome lawes, made for the pre- 
feruation of the publique peace and tranquillitie. The 
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fame peraduenture not purpofely intended, but greatly 
furthered by the aw of their gods, and fuch fcruple of 
confcience, as the terrors of their late inuented religion 
had led them into. 

CHAP. nil. 

How Pods were the firjl Philofophers^ the firjl AJlrono- 

mers and Hijioriographers and Oratours and 

Mujitiens of the world. 

ITterance alfo and language is giuen by nature 
to man for perfwafion of others, and aide of 
them felues, I meane the fir (I abilite to 
fpeake. For fpeech it felfe is artificiall and 
made by man, and the more pleafmg it is, 
the more it preuaileth to fuch purpofe as it is intended 
for: but fpeech by meeter is a kind of vtterance, more 
cleanly couched and more delicate to the eare then profe 
is, becaufe it is more currant and flipper vpon the tongue, 
and withal tunable and melodious, as a kind of Muficke, 
and therfore may be tearmed a muficall fpeech or vtter- 
ance, which cannot but pleafe the hearer very well. An- 
other caufe is, for that is briefer and more compendious, 
and eafier to beare away and be retained in memorie, 
then that which is contained in multitude of words and 
full of tedious ambage and long periods. It is befide a 
maner of vtterance more eloquent and rethoricall then 
the ordinarie profe, which we vfe in our daily talke: be- 
caufe it is decked and fet out with all maner of frefti 
colours and figures, which maketh that it fooner inueg- 
leth the iudgement of man, and carieth his opinion this 
way and that, whither foeuer the heart by impreflion of 
the eare fhalbe mod afFedlionatly bent and dircdled. 
The vtterance in profe is not of fo great efficacie, be- 
caufe not only it is dayly vfed, and by that occafion the 
eare is ouerglutted with it, but is alfo not fo voluble and 
flipper vpon the tong, being wide and lofe, and nothing 
numerous, nor contriued into meafures, and founded 
with fo gallant and harmonica! accents, nor in fine al- 
owed that figuratiue conueyance, nor fo great licence in 
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choife of words and phrafes as meeter is. So as the Poets 
were alfo from the beginning the befl perfwaders and 
their eloquence the firfl Rethoricke of the world. Euen 
fo it became that the high myfleries of the gods Ihould 
be reuealed and taught, by a maner of vtterance and 
language of extraordinarie phrafe, and briefe and com- 
pendious, and aboue al others fweet and ciuill as the 
Metricall is. The fame alfo was meetell to regifler the 
hues and noble gells of Princes, and of the great Mon- 
arkes of the world, and all other the memorable acci- 
dents of time: fo as the Poet was alfo the firfl hiflorio- 
grapher. Then forafmuch as they were the firfl obfer- 
uers of all naturall caufes and eflfedls in the things gen- 
erable and corruptible, and from thence mounted vp to 
fearch after the celefliall courfes and influences, and yet 
penetrated further to know the diuine effences and fub- 
flances feparate, as is fayd before, they were the fii-fl 
Aflronomers and Philofophifls and Metaphificks. Fin- 
ally, becaufe they did altogether endeuor them felues to 
reduce the life of man to a certaine method of good 
maners, and made the firfl differences betweene vertue 
and vice, and then tempered all thefe knowledges and 
skilles with the exercife of a deledlable Muficke by me- 
lodious inflruments, which withall ferued them to delight 
their hearers, and to call the people together by admir- 
ation, to a plaufible and vertuous conuerlation, therefore 
were they the firfl Philofophers Ethick, and the firfl 
artificial Muficiens of the world. Such was Linus^ Or- 
pheus^ Amphian and Mvfais the mofl ancient Poets and 
Philofophers, of whom there is left any memorie by the 
prophane writers. King Dauid alfo and Salomon his 
fonne and many other of the holy Prophets wrate in 
meeters, and vfed to fing them to the harpe, although 
to many of vs ignorant of the Hebrue language and 
phrafe, and not obferuing it, the fame feeme but a profe. 
It can not bee therefore that anie fcome or indignitie 
Ihould iuflly be oflired to fo noble, profitable, ancient 
and diuine a fcience as Poefie is. 



Digitized by 



Google 




26 OF POETS 

CHAP, V. 

How the wilde and fauage people vfeda naturallPoefu in 

verficU and rirne as our vulgar is. 

INd the Greeke and LatinePoefie was by verfe 
numerous and metricall, running vpon pleaf- 
ant feete, fometimes fwift, fouietime flow 
(their words very aptly feraing that purpofe) 
but without any rime or tunable concord in 
th'end of their verfes, as we and all other nations now 
vfe. But the Hebrues and Chaldees who were more an- 
cient then the Greekes, did not only vfe a metricall Poefie, 
but alfo with the fame a maner of rime, as hath bene of 
late obferued by learned men. Wherby it appeareth, that 
our vulgar running Poefie was common to all the nations 
of the world befides, whom the Latines and Greekes in 
fpeciall called barbarous. So as it was notwithftanding 
the firil and mofl ancient Poefie, and the mod vniuer- 
fall, which two points do otherwife giue to all humane 
inuentions and affaires no fmall credit. This is proued 
by certificate of marchants and trauellers, who by late 
nauigations haue furueyed the whole world, and dif- 
couered large countries and ilrange peoples wild and 
lauage, affirming that the American, the Perufme and 
the very Canniball, do fing and alfo lay, their higheil 
and holiefl matters in certaine riming verficles and not 
in profe, which proues alfo that our maner of vulgar 
Poefie is more ancient then the artificiall of the Greeks 
and Latines, ours comming by inflindl of nature, which 
was before Art or obferuatiori, and vfed with the lauage 
and vnciuill, who were before all fcience or ciuilitie, 
euen as the naked by prioritie of time is before the 
clothed, and the ignorant before the learned. The 
naturall Poefie therefore being aided and amended by 
Art, and not vtterly altered or obfcured, but fome ligne 
left of it, (as the Greekes and Latines haue left none) 
is no leiTe to be allowed and commended then theirs. 
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CHAP, VI. 

How tlu riming Foefu camefirjl to the Grecians and 

Latines^ and had altered and almoflfpilt 

their maucr of Poefte. 

[Vt it came to pafle, when fortune fled fane 
from theGreekes and Latines, and that their 
townes florifhed no more in traficke, nor 
their Vniuerfities in learning as they had 
done continuing thofe Monarchies: the 
barbarous conquerers inuading them with innumerable 
fwarmes of (Irange nations, the Poefie metricall of the 
Grecians and Latines came to be much corrupted and 
altered, in fo much as there were times that the verj' 
Greekesand Latines themfeluestooke pleafure in Riming 
verfes, and vfed it as a rare and gallant thing : Yea their 
Oratours profes nor the Dodlors Sermons were accept- 
able to Princes nor yet to tlie common people vnlefle 
it went in manner of tunable rime or metricall fentences, 
as appeares by many of the auncient writers, about that 
lime and fince. And the great Princes, and Popes, and 
Sultans would one falute and greet an other fometime 
in frendftiip and fport, fometime in earned and enmitie 
by ryming verfes, and nothing feemed clerkly done, 
but mud be done in ryme : Whereof we finde diuers 
examples from the time of th*Emperours Gracian and 
Valentinian downwardes : For then aboutes began the 
declination of the Romain Empire, by the notable in- 
undations of the Hunnes and Vandalles in Europe, 
vnder the conduidl of Totila and Atila and other their 
generalles. This brought the ryming Poefie in grace, 
and made it preuaile in Italie and Greece (their owne 
long time cad afide, and almod neglected) till after 
many yeares that the peace of Italie and of th'Empire 
Occidentall reuiued new clerkes, who recouering and 
perufing the bookes and dudies of the ciuiler ages, re- 
dored all maner of arts, and that of the Greeke and 
Latine Poefie withall into their former puritie and netnes. 
Which neuertheleffe did not fo preuaile, but that the 
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ryming Poefie of the Barbarians remained (lill in his re- 
putation, that one in the fchole, this other in Courts of 
Princes more ordinary and allowable. 

CHAP, VII, 

Hmo in the time of C/iarlemaine and many yeares ajter 

him the Latine Poetes wrote in ryme, 

jNd this appeareth euidently by the workes of 
many learned men, who wrote about the 
time of Charlemaines raigne in the Empire 
Occidental/^ where the Chriflian Religion, 
became through the excefliue authoritie of 
Popes, and deepe deuotion of Princes llrongly fortified 
and eflablifhed byeredlion oioxd^trs Monastieal^in which 
many fimple clerks for deuotion fake and fandiitie were 
receiued more then for any learning, by which occafion 
and the folitarineffe of their life, waxing (ludious with- 
out difcipline or in(lru6lion by any good methode, fome 
of them grew to be hifloriographers, fome Poets, and 
following either the barbarous rudenes of the time, or 
els their own idle inuentions, all that they wrote to the 
fauor or prayfe of Princes, they did it in fuch maner of 
minflrelfie, and thought themfelues no fmall fooles, 
when they could make their verfes goe all in ryme as 
did the fchoole of Salerne^ dedicating their booke of 
medicinall rules vnto our king of England, with this 
beginning. 

Afigiorum Regefcripfit totafchola Salerni 
Si vis incolumem^ fi vis te redderefanum 
Curas tolk graues^ irafci crede prophanum 
Nee retine ventrem nee Jlringas fortiter a num. 
And all therefl that follow throughout the whole booke 
more curioufly then cleanely, neuertheleile very well to 
the purpofe of their arte. In the fame time king -fi"//- 
«'tfn/the iij. him felfe quartering the Armes of England 
and France, did difcouer his pretence and clayme to 
the Crowne of Fraunce, in thefe ryming verfes. 
Rexfum regnorum bina ratione duorum 
Angionim regno fum rex tgo iure paterno 
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Matris iure quideni Francorum nuncupar idem 
Hinc eft armarum variatio foHa meomm. 
Which verfes/y/////^rt5f ^/mthenpoffeflingthe Crowne 
as next heire male by pretexte of the law Salique^ and 
holding out Edward the third, aunfwered in thefe other 
of as good flufife. 

Prcedo regnorum qui diceris effe duorum 
Regno fnaterm priuaberis atquepaterno 
Prolis ins nullum vbi matris nonfuit vllum 
Hinc eft armorum variatio ftulta tuorum. 
It is found written of Pope Lucius ^iox his great auarice 
and tyranny vfed ouer the Clergy thus in ryming verfes. 
Lucius eftpifcis rex et tyrannus aquarum 
A quo difcordat Lucius ifte parum 
Deuorat hie homines, his pifcibus infidiatur 
E fur it hicfemper hie aliquando fatur 
Amhorum vitamfi laus cequata notaret 
Plus rationis habet qui ratione caret. 
And as this was vfed in the greatefl and gayell matters 
of Princes and Popesby the idle inuentionof Monaflicall 
menthenraigningalin theirfuperlatiue. Sodid euery fcho- 
ler and fecular clerke or verfifier, when he wrote any (hort 
poeme or matter of good leffon put it in ryme, whereby 
it came to paffe that all your old Prouerbes and com- 
mon layinges, which they would haue plaufible to the 
reader and eafie to remember and beare away, were of 
that forte as thefe. 

In mundo mirafaciunt duo nummus et ira 
Mollificant dura peruertunt omnia iura. 
And this verfe in difprayfe of the Courtiers life follow- 
ing the Court of Rome. 

Vitapalatina dura eft animceque ruina. 
And thefe written by a noble learned man. 
Ire redirefequi regum fublimia caftra 
Eximius ftaius eft, fed twnfic iitir ad asira. 
And this other which to the great iniurie of all women 
was written (no doubt by fome forlorne louer, or els 
fome old malicious Monke) for one womans fake ble- 
milbing the whole fexe. 
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FalUreflere nere mefitiri nilque iacert 
Hcec quinqtu verejlatuit Deus in tnuliere. 
If I might haue bene his ludge, I would haue had 
him for his labour, ferued as Orpheus was by the 
women of Thrace. His eyes to be picket out with 
pinnes, for his fo deadly belying of them, or worfe 
handled if worfe could be deuifed. But will ye fee 
how God raifed a reuenger for the filly innocent women, 
for about the fame ryming age came an honefl ciuill 
Courtier fomewhat bookifh, and wrate thefe verfes 
againfl the whole rable of Monkes. 

Monachi vejlri Jlotnachi funt amphora Bacchi 
Vos ejlis Dais eft tejlis turpiffima pejlis. 
Anon after came your fecular Priefles as ioUy rymers 
as the reft, who being fore agreeued with their Pope 
Calixtus^ for that he had enioyned them from their 
wiues, and railed as faft againft him. 

O bone Calixte totus mundus perodit te 
Quondam Presbiteri^ poierant vxoribus vii 
Hoc deJlruxiJH^ pojlquam tu PapafuiJH. 
Thus what in writing of rymes and regiftring of lyes 
was the Clergy of that fabulous age wholly occupied. 

We finde fome but very few of thefe ryming verl'es 
among the Latines of the ciuiller ages, and thofe rather 
hapning by chaunce then of any purpofe in the writer, 
as this Dtflick among the difportes of Ouid, 
Quot OBlum Jlellas tot habet tua Romapuellas 
Pafata quotque hcedos tot habet tua Roma Cynados^ 
The pofteritie taking pleafure in this manner of 
Simphonie had leafure as it feemes to deuife many 
other knackes in their verfifying that the auncient and 
ciuill Poets had not vfed before, whereof one was to 
make euery word of a verfe to begin with the lame 
letter, as did Hugobald the Monke who made a large 
poeme to the honour of Carolus Caluus, euery word 
beginning with C, which was the firft letter of the king 
name thus. 

Carmina clarifonce Caluis cantate camena. 
And this was thought no fmall peece of cunning, 
being in deed a matter of fome difficultie to finde cut 
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fo many wordes beginning with one letter as might 
make a iufl volume, though in truth it were but a 
phantaflicall deuife and to no purpofe at all more then 
to make them harmonicall to the nide eares of thofe 
barbarous ages. 

Another of their pretie inuentions was to make a 
verfe of fuch wordes as by their nature and manner 
of conflrudlion and fituation might be turned back- 
ward word by word, and make another perfit verfe, but 
of quite contrary fence as the gibing Monke that wrote 
of Pope Alexander thefe two verfes. 

iMiis tua non tuafraus^ virtus non copia rerum, 
Scandcre tefaciunt /wc decus eximium. 

Which if ye will tume backwards they make two other 
good verfes, but of a contrary fence, thus. 

Eximium decus hocfaciunt tefcandere^ rerum 
Copia^ non virtus^ fraus tua non tua laus. 

And they called it Verfe Lyon, 

Thus you may fee the humors and appetites of men 
how diuers and chaungeable they be in liking new 
fafhions, though many tymes worfe then the old, and 
not onely in the manner of their life and vfe of their gar- 
ments, but alfo in their leaminges and arts and fpecially 
of their languages. 

CHAP. VIII. 

In what reputation Poefie and Poets were in old time with 

Princes and otherwife generally^ and how they be 

now become contemptible and for what caufes, 

jOr the refpedles aforefayd in all former ages 
and in themoftciuillcountreys and commons 
weal thes, good Poets and Poefie were highly 
efleemed and much fauoured of the greatefl 
Princes. For proofe whereof we read how 
much Amyntas king of Macedonia made of the Tragicall 
Poet Euripides. And the Athenians oi Sophocles. In what 
l)rice the noble poemes of Homer were holden with 
Alexander the great, in fo much as euery night they 
were layd vnder his pillow, and by day were carried in 
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the rich iewell cofer of Darius lately before vanquifhed 
by him ia battaile. And not onely Homer the father 
and Prince of the Poets was fo honored by him, but 
for his fake all other meaner Poets, in fo mudi as 
ChsriUus one no very great good Poet had for euery 
verfe well made a Phillips noble of gold, amounting in 
value to an angell Englilh, and fo for euery hundreth 
verfes (which a cleanely pen could fpeedely difpatch) 
he had a hundred angels. And fmce Alexander the 
great how Tlieocritus the Greeke p>oet was fauored by 
Tholomee king of Egipt and Queene Berenice his wife, 
Ennius likewife by Sd/>io Prince of the RomaineSy Vir- 
gill alfo by th'Emperour Augujlus. And in later times 
how much were lehan de Mehune and GuUlaume de 
Loris made of by the French kinges, and Geffrey 
Chatuer father of our Englilh Poets by Richard the 
fecond, who as it was fuppofed gaue him the maner of 
new Holme in Oxfordfhire. And Gower to Henry the 
fourth, and Harding to Edward the fourth. Alfo how 
Francis the Frenche king made Sangeiais, Salmonius, 
Macrinus, and Clement Marot of his priuy Chamber for 
their excellent (kill in vulgare and Latine Poefie. And 
king Henry the 8. her Maiejties father for a few Pfalmes 
of Dauid turned into Englifh meetre by Stemhold, 
made him groome of his priuy cliamber, and gaue him 
many other good gifts. And one Gray what good 
efliroation did he grow vnto with the lame king Henry ^ 
and afterward with the Duke of Sommerfet Protedlour, 
for making certaine merry Ballades, whereof one chiefly 
was The hunte it [«■?] %% the hunte is vp. And Queene 
Mary his daughter for one Epithalamie or nuptiall 
fong made by Vargas a Spanifh Poet at her mariage 
with king Phillip in Winchefler gaue him during his 
life two hundred Crownes penfion : nor this reputation 
was giuen them in auncient times altogether in refpedl 
that Poefie was a delicate arte, and the Poets them 
felues cunning Princepleafers, but for that alfo they 
were thought for their vniuerfall knowledge to be very 
fufficient men for the greatefl chaises in their common 
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wealthes, were it for counfell or for condudl, whereby 
no man neede to doubt but that both flcilles may very 
well concurre and be moll excellent in one perfon. 
For we finde that Julius Ccefar the firft Emperour 
and a mod noble Captaine, was not onely the mod 
eloquent Orator of his time, but alfo a very good Poet, 
though none of his doings therein be now extant. And 
Quintus Catulus a good Poet, and Cornelius Gallus 
treafurer of Egipt, and Horace the mofl delicate of all 
the Romain Lyrickes, was thought meete and by many 
letters of great inllance prouoked to be Secretarie of 
ellate to Augujlus th'Emperour, which neuertheleffe 
he refufed for his vnhealthtulnefie fake, and being a 
quiet mynded man and nothing ambitious of glory : tion 
voluit accedere ad Rempublicam^ as it is reported. And 
Ennius the Latine Poet was not as fome perchaunce 
thinke, onely fauored by Scipio the Africane for his good 
making of verfes, but vfed as his familiar and Counfel- 
lor in the warres for his great knowledge and amiable 
conuerfation. And long before that Antimenides and 
other Greeke Poets, as Arijlotle reportes in his Poli- 
tiques, had charge in the warres. And Firtaus the 
Poet being alfo a lame man and halting vpon one 
legge, was chofen by the Oracle of the gods from the 
Athenians to be generall of the Lacedemonians armie, 
not for his Poetrie, but for his wifedome and graue per- 
fwafions, and fubtile Stratagemes whereby he had the 
vidlory ouer his enemies. So as the Poets feemed to 
haue (kill not onely in the fub til ties of their arte, but 
alfo to be meete for all maner of fundlions ciuilLand 
martiall, euen as they found fauour of the times they 
lined in, infomuch as their credit and eftimation gene- 
rally was not fmall. But in thefe dayes (although fome 
learned Princes may take delight in them) yet vniuer- 
lally it is not fo. For as well Poets as Poefie are de- 
fpifed, and the name become, of honorable infamous, 
fubie<5l to fcome and derifion, and rather a reproch 
than a prayfe to any that vfeth it: for commonly who 
fo is fludious in th'Arte or fhewes him felfe excellent 
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in it, they call him in difdayne a phaniaJUcall: and a 
light headed or phantaflicall man (by conuerfion) they 
call a Poet. And this proceedes through the barbar- 
ous ignoiaunce of the time, and pride of many Gentle- 
men, and others, whofe groffe heads not being brought 
vp or acquainted with any excellent Arte, nor able to 
contriue, or in manner conceiue any matter of fubtiltie 
in any bufmefle or fcience, they doe deride and fcome 
it in all others as fuperfluous knowledges and vayne 
fciences, and whatfoeuer deuife be of rare inuention 
they terme it phantaJHcall^ conftruing it to the word 
fide: and among men fuch as be modefl and graue, and 
of litle conuerfation, nor delighted in the bufie life and 
vayne ridiculous a6lions of the popular, they call him 
in fcome a Fhilofopher or Foety as much to iay as a 
phantaflicall man, very iniurioufly (God wot) and to the 
manifeflation of their own ignoraunce, not making dif- 
ference betwixt termes. For as the euill and vicious 
difpofition of the braine hinders the founde iudgement 
and difcourfe of man with bufie and difordered phan- 
tafies, for which caufe the Greekes call him ^awatf/xoj, 
fo is that part being well affedled, not onely nothing 
diforderly or confufed with any monftruous imagina- 
tions or conceits, but very formall, and in his much 
multiformitie vniforme^ that is well proportioned, and 
fo pafling cleare, that by it as by a glaffe or mirrour, 
are reprefented vnto the foule all maner of bewtifull 
vifions, whereby the inuentiue parte of the mynde is fo 
much holpen, as without it no man could deuife any 
new or rare thing: and where it is not excellent in his 
kind, there could be no politique Captaine, nor any 
witty enginer or cunning artificer, nor yet any law 
maker or counfellor of deepe difcourfe, yea the Prince 
of Philofophers flickes not to fay animam non inielligere 
abfque phantafmate which text to another purpofe 
Alexander Aphrodifcus well noteth, as learned men 
know. And this phantafie may be refembled to a 
glaffe as hath bene fayd, whereof there be many tem- 
pers and manner of makinges, as the perfpeHines doe 
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acknowledge, for fome be falfe glaffes and (hew thinges 
otherwife than they be in deede, and others right as 
they be in deede, neither fairer nor fouler, nor greater 
nor finaller. There be againe of thefe glaffes that fhew 
thinges exceeding faire and comely, others that fhew 
figures very monflruous and illfauored. Euen fo is the 
phantaflicall part of man (if it be not difordered) a re- 
prefenter of the befl, mofl comely and bewtifuU images 
or apparances of thinges to the foule and according 
to their very truth. If otherwife, then doth it breede 
Chimeres and monilers in mans imaginations, and not 
onely in his imaginations, but alfo in all his ordinarie 
a6lions and life which enfues. Wherefore fuch perfons 
as be illuminated with the brightefl irradiations of 
knowledge and of the veritie and due proportion of 
things, they are called by the learned men not phan- 
taJHci but euphantafiate^ and of this forte of phantafie 
are all good Poets, notable Captaines (Iratagematique, 
all cunning artificers and enginers, all Legiflators Poli- 
titiens and Counfellours of eflate, in whofe exercifes 
the inuentiue part is mofl employed and is to the found 
and true iudgement of man mofl needful. This diuer- 
fitie in the termes perchance euery man hath not noted, 
and thus much be faid in defience of the Poets honour, 
to the end no noble and generous minde be difcom- 
forted in the fludie thereof, the rather for that worthy 
and honorable memoriall of that noble woman twife 
French Queene, Lady Anne of Britaine, wife firfl to 
king Charles the viij. and after to Lewes the xij. who 
paffmg one day from her lodging toward the kinges 
fide, faw in a gallerie Maijler Allaine Chartier 3ie 
kings Secretarie, an excellent maker or Poet leaning on 
a tables end a fleepe, and flooped downe to kiffe him, 
fapng thus in all their hearings, we may not of Princely 
courtefie paffe by and not honor with our kiffe the 
mouth from whence fo many fweete ditties and golden 
poems haue iffued. But me thinks at thefe words I 
heare fome fmilingly fay, I would be loath to lacke liu- 
ing of my own till the Prince gaue me a maner of new 
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Elme for my riming. And another to fay I hauc read 
that the Lady Cynthia came once downe out of her 
skye to kiffe the faire yong lad Endimion as he lay a 
deep: and many noble Queenes that haue bellowed 
kiffes vpon their Princes paramours, but neuer vpon 
any Poets. The third me thinks Ihruggingly faith, I 
kept not to fit fleeping with my Poefie till a Queene 
came and kifled me. But what of all this ? Princes 
may giue a good Poet fuch conuenient countenaunce 
and alfo benefite as are due to an excellent artificer, 
though they neither kiffe nor cokes them, and the dis- 
cret Poet lookes for no fuch extraordinarie fauours, and 
afwell doth he honour by his pen the iufl, liberall, or 
magnanimous Prince, as the valiaunt, amiable or bew- 
tifuU though they be euery one of them the good giftes 
of God. So it feemes not altogether the fcome and 
ordinarie difgrace offered vnto Poets at thefe dayes, is 
caufe why few Gentlemen do delight in the Art, but 
for that liberalitie, is come to fayle in Princes, who for 
their largeffe were wont to be accompted th*onely 
patrons of learning, and firfl founders of all excellent 
artificers. Befides it is not perceiued, tliat Princes 
them felues do take any pleafure in this fcience, by 
whofe example the fubietft is commonly led, and allured 
to all delights and exercifes be they good or bad, ac- 
cording to the graue faying of the hiflorian. Rtx mul- 
titudinem rdigione implant, qua femper regenti fimilis ejl. 
And peraduenture in this iron and malitious age of ours, 
Princes are leffe delighted in it, being ouer eameflly 
bent and affe6led to the affaires of Empire and ambi- 
tion, whereby they are as it were inforced to indeuour 
them felues to armes and pra6lifes of hoflilitie, or to 
entend to the right poUicing of their flates, and haue 
not one houre to beflow vpon any other ciuill or de- 
legable Art of naturall or morall do6lrine : nor fcarce 
any leifure to thincke one good thought in perfedl and 
godly contemplation, whereby their troubled mindes 
might be moderated and brought to tranquillitie. So 
as, it is hard to find in thefe dayes of noblemen or 
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gentlemen any good Mathematician^ or excellent Mufi- 
tian, or notable Fhilofopher^ or els a cunning Poet : be- 
caufe we find few great Princes much delighted in the 
iame (ludies. Now alfo of fuch among the Nobilitie 
or gentrie as be very well feene in many laudable fci- 
ences, and efpecially in making or Poefie, it is fo come 
to paffe that they haue no courage to write and if they 
haue, yet are they loath to be a knowen of their skill. 
So as I know very many notable Gentlemen in the 
Court tliat haue written commendably and fupprefled 
it agayne, or els fuffred it to be publiflit without their 
owne names to it: as if it were a difcredit for a Gentle- 
man, to feeme learned, and to (hew him felfe amorous 
of any good Art In other ages it was not fo, for we 
read that Kinges and Princes haue written great 
volumes and publifht them vnder their owne regall 
titles. As to begin with Salomon the wifefl of Kings, 
lulius Ccefar the greateft of Emperours, Hermes Iris- 
megijbis the holiefl of Priefles and Prophetes, Euax 
king of Arabia wrote a booke of precious flones in 
verfe, Prince Auicenna of Phificke and Philofophie, 
Alphonfus king of Spaine his Aflronomicall Tables, 
Almanfor a king of Marrocco diuerfe Philofophicall 
workes, and by their regall example our late fouer- 
aigne Lord king Henry the eight wrate a booke in de- 
fence of his faith, then perfwaded that it was the true 
and Apollolicall dodlrine, though it hath appeared other- 
wife fince, yet his honour and learned zeale was noth- 
ing leffe to be allowed. Queenes alfo haue bene knowen 
(ludious, and to write large volumes, as Lady Margaret 
of Fraunce Queene of Nauarre in our time. But of all 
others the Emperour Nero was fo well learned in 
Mufique and Poefie, as when he was taken by order of 
the Senate and appointed to dye, he offered violence 
to him felfe and fayd, O quantus artifex pereo I as much 
as to fay, as, how is it poffible a man of fuch fcience 
and learning as my felfe, fhould come to this fhame- 
full death? Th'emperour OHauian being made exe- 
cutor to Virgin^ who had left by his lafl will and tefta- 
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ment, that his bookes of the ^neidos fhould be com- 
mitted to the fire as things not perfited by him, made 
his excufe for infringing the deads will, by a nomber of 
verfes mod excellently written, whereof thefe are part. 
Frangatur potitts legum veneranda poteflas^ 
Qudm tot congejios noHeJque dikjque iabores 
Haufrrit vna dies. And put his name to them. 
And before him his vncle and father adoptiue Julius 
Ccefar, was not aftiamed to publifli vnder his owne 
name, his Commentaries of the French and Britaine 
warres. Since therefore (o many noble Emperours, 
Kings and Princes haue bene fludious of Poelie and 
other ciiiill arts, and not alhamed to bewray their skils 
in the fame, let none other meaner perfon defpife 
learning, nor (whether it be in profe or in Poefie, if 
they them felues be able to write, or haue written any 
thing well or of rare inuention) be any whit fqueimifti to 
let it be publilht vnder their names, for reafon femes 
it, and modeflie doth not repugne. 

CHAP. IX, 
How Poefie Jhould not be imployed vpon vayne conceits 
or vicious or infamous, 

|Herefore the Nobilitie and dignitie of the 
Art confidered afwell by vniuerfalitie as 
antiquitie and the naturall excellence of 
it felfe, Poefie ought not to be abafed 
and imployed vpon any vnworthy matter 
and fubie6l, nor vfed to vaine purpofes, which neuer- 
theleiTe is dayly feene, and that is to vtter conceits in- 
famous and vicious or ridiculous and foolifh, or of no 
good example and do6lrine. Albeit in merry matters 
(not vnhoneft) being vfed for mans folace and recrea- 
tion it may be well allowed, for as I faid before, Poefie 
is a pleafant maner of vtteraunce varying from the 
ordinarie of purpofe to refrelh the mynde by the eares 
delight, toefie alfo is not only laudable, becaufe I 
faid it was a metricall fpeach vfed by the firil men, but 
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becaufe it is a metricall fpeach corredled and reformed 
by difcreet iudgements, and with no lefle cunning and 
curiolitie then the Greeke and Latine Poefie, and by 
Art bewtified and adorned, and brought far from the 
primitiue rudeneffe of the firfl inuentors, otherwife it 
may be fayd to me that A.-Iarn and Eues apemes were 
the gayefl garmentes, becaufe they were the firfl, and the 
(hepheardes tente or pauillion, the bed houfmg, becaufe 
it was the mod auncient and moR vniuerfall : which 
I would not haue fo taken, for it is not my meaning 
but that Art and cunning concurring with nature, an- 
tiquitie and vniuerfalitie, in things indifferent, and not 
euill, doe make them more laudable. And right fo our 
vulgar riming Poefie, being by good wittes brought to 
that perfecflion we fee, is worthily to be preferred be- 
fore any other maner of vtterance in profe, for fuch 
vfe and to fuch purpofe as it is ordained, and fhall 
hereafter be fet downe more particularly. 

CHAP, X. 

ThefubieH or matter of Poefie, 

lAuing fufficiently fayd of the dignitie of 
Poets and Poefie, now it is tyme to fpeake 
of the matter or fubiedl of Poefie, which 
to myne intent is, what foeuer wittie and 
delicate conceit of man meet or worthy 
to be put in written verfe, for any neceffary vfe of the 
prefent time, or good inftrudlion of the pofleritie. But 
the chief and principall is : the laud honour and 
glory of the immortall gods (I fpeake now in phrafe of 
the Gentiles.) Secondly the worthy gefls of noble 
Princes : the memoriall and regiflry of all great for- 
tunes, the praife of vertue and reproofe of vice, the in- 
(lru6lion of morall dodlrines, the reuealing of fciences 
naturall and other profitable Arts, the redrelfe of bois- 
trous and flurdie courages by perfwafion, the confola- 
tion and repofe of temperate myndes, finally the com- 
mon folace of mankind in all his trauails and cares of 
this tranfitorie life. And in this lad fort being vfed 
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for recreation onely, may allowably beare matter not 
alwayes of the grauefl, or of any great commoditie or 
profit, but rather in fome fort, vaine, diffolute, or wan- 
ton, fo it be not very fcandalous and of euill example. 
But as our intent is to make this Art vulgar for all 
Englifh mens vfe, and therefore are of neceflitie to fet 
downe the principal rules therein to be obferued : fo in 
mine opinion it is no leffe expedient to touch briefly 
all the chief points of this auncient Poefie of the 
Greeks and Latines, fo far forth as it conformeth with 
ours. So as it may be knowen what we hold of them 
as borrowed, and what as of our owne peculiar. 
Wherefore now that we haue faid, what is the matter 
of Poefie, we will declare the manner and formes of 
pocmes vfed by the auncients. 

CHAP, XL 

Of pocmes and tJuir fundry formes and how thereby tJte 

auncient Poets receaued fumames, 

[S the matter of Poefie is diuers, fo was the 
forme of their poemes and maner of writ- 
ing, for all of them wrote not in one fort, 
euen as all of them wrote not vpon one 
matter. Neither was euery Poet alike 
cunning in all as in fome one kinde of Poefie, nor 
vttered with like felicitie. But wherein any one mod 
excelled, thereof he tooke a fumame, as to be called a 
Poet Heroick^ Lyrick, Elegiacky Epigrammatifl ox other- 
wife. Such therefore as gaue themfelues to write long 
hiflories of the noble gells of kings and great Princes 
entermedling the dealings of the gods, halfe gods or 
Heroes of the gentiles, and the great and waighty con- 
fequences of peace and warre, they called Poets Hero- 
ick, whereof Homer was chief and moll auncient 
among the Greeks, Virgiil 2Sfiong the Latines: Others 
who more delighted to write fongs or ballads of plea- 
fure, to be fong with the voice, and to the harpe, lute, or 
citheron and fuch other mufical, inftruments, they were 
called melodious Poets \melia\ or by a more common 




Digitized by 



Google 



AND POESIE. LIB. I. 41 

name Urigue Poets, of which fort was Findarus, Ana- 
creon and Callimachus with others among the Greeks : 
Horace and Catullus among the Latines. There were 
an other fort, who fought the fauor of faire Ladies, 
and coueted to bemone their eflates at large, anjj the 
perplexities of loue in a certain pitious verfe called 
Elegie^ and thence were called Eligiack : fuch among 
the Latines were Ouid, Tibullus^ and Fropertius, 
There were alfo Poets that wrote onely for the ftage, 
I meane playes and interludes, to rec[r]eate the people 
with matters of difporte, and to that intent did fet forth 
in (hewes pageants, accompanied with fpeach the com- 
mon behauiours and maner of life of priuate perfons, 
and fuch as were the meaner fort of men, and they 
were called Comicall Poets, of whom among the 
Greekes Menandcr and Arijlophanes were mod excel- 
lent, with the Latines Terence and Flautus, Befides 
thofe Poets Comtek there were other who ferued alfo 
the (lage, but medled not with fo bafe matters : For 
they fet forth the dolefull falles of infortunate and 
afflidled Princes, and were called Poets TragicalL 
Such were Euripides and Sophocles with the Greeks, 
Setieca among the Latines. There were yet others 
who mounted nothing fo high as any of them both, but 
in bafe and humble llile by maner of Dialogue, vttered 
the priuate and familiar talke of the meanefl fort of 
men, as (hepheards, heywards and fuch like, fuch was 
among the Greekes Theocritus : and Virgill among the 
Latines, their poems were named Eglogues or fhep- 
heardly talke. There was yet another kind of Poet, 
who intended to taxe the common abufes and vice of 
the people in rough and bitter fpeaches, and their in- 
ue<5liues were called Satjres, and them felues Satyr- 
icques. Such were Lucilius^ luuenall and Ferfius among 
the Latines, and with vs he that wrote the booke called 
Piers plowman. Others of a more fine and pleafant 
head were giuen wholly to taunting and fcoffing at 
vndecent things, and in Ihort poemes vttered pretie 
merry conceits, and thefe men were called Epigram- 
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matijfes. There were others that for the peoples good 
in(lru6lion, and triall of their owne witts vfed in 
places of great affembly, to fay by rote nombers of 
Ihort and fententious meetres, very pithie and of good 
edification, and thereupon were called Poets Mimijks: 
as wTio would fay, imitable and meet to be followed 
for their wife and graue leflbns. There was another 
kind of poeme, inuented onely to make fport, and to 
refrefh the company with a maner of buffonry or coun- 
terfaiting of merry fpeaches, conuerting all that which 
they had hard fpoken before, to a certaine derifion by 
a quite contrary fence, and this was d6ne, when Co- 
medies or Tragedies were a playing, and that betweene 
the adles when the players went to make ready for 
another, there was great filence, and the people waxt 
weary, then came in thefe maner of conterfaite vices, 
they were called Pantomimic and all that had before 
bene fayd, or great part of it, they gaue a erode con- 
flru<5lion to it very ridiculoufly. Thus haue you how 
the names of the Poets were giuen them by the formes 
of their poemes and maner of writing. 



CHAP, XIL 

In what forme of Poefie the gods of the Gentiles 

were prayfed and honored, 

|iHe gods of the Gentiles were honoured by 
their Poetes in hymnes, which is an extra- 
ordinarie and diuine praife, extolling and 
magnifying them for their great powers 
and excellencie of nature in the higheft 
degree of laude, and yet therein their Poets were after 
a fort reflrained : fo as they could not with their credit 
vntruly praife their owne gods, or vfe in their lauds 
any maner of groffe adulation or vnueritable report. 
For in any writer vntruth and flatterie are counted 
mofl great reproches. Wherfore to praife the gods of 
the Gentiles, for that by authoritie of their owne fabul- 
ous records, they had fathers and mothers, and kinred 
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and allies, and wiues and concubines : the Poets firft 
commended them by their genealogies or pedegrees, 
their manages and aliances, their notable exploits in 
the world for the behoofe of mankind, and yet as I 
fayd before, none otherwife then the truth of their owne 
memorials might beare, and in fuch fort as it might be 
well auouched by their old written reports, though in 
very deede they were not from the beginning all his- 
torically true, and many of them verie fidtions, and 
fuch of them as were true, were grounded vpon fome 
part of an hiflorie or matter of veritie, the reft alto- 
gether figuratiue and mifticall, couertly applied to fome 
morall or natural fenfe, as Cicero fetteth it foorth in 
his bookes de natura deorum. For to fay that lupiter 
was fonne to SaturfiCj and that he maried his owne 
fifter luno, might be true, for fuch was the guife of all 
great Princes in the Orientall part of the world both at 
thofe dayes and now is. Againe that he loued Danae^ 
Eurqpa, Leda, Calijlo and other faire Ladies daughters 
to kings, befides many meaner women, it is likely 
enough, becaufe he was reported to be a very incon- 
tinent perfon, and giuen ouer to his luftes, as are for 
the moft part all the greateft Princes, but that he 
fliould be the higheft god in heauen, or that he fhould 
thunder and lighten, and do manie other things very 
vnnaturally and abfurdly: alfo that Saturnus fhould 
geld his father Celius^ to th'intent to make him vnable 
to get any moe children, and other fuch matters as are 
reported by them, it feemeth to be fome wittie deuife 
and fidlion made for a purpofe, or a very noble and 
impudent lye, which could not be reafonably fufpe6led 
by the Poets, who were otherwife difcreete and graue 
men, and teachers of wifedome to others. Therefore 
either to tranfgrefle the rules of their primitiue records, 
or to feeke to giue their gods honour by belying them 
(otherwife then in that fence which I haue alledged) had 
bene a figne not onely of an vnskilfull Poet, but alfo of 
a very impudent and leude man. For vntrue praife 
neuer giueth any true reputation. But with vs Chrift- 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 OF POETS 

ians, who be better difciplined, and do acknowledge 
but one God Almightie, euerlalling, and in eueiy re- 
fpe6t felfe fuffizant [auf/iarcos] repofed in all peifedl 
refl and foueraigne bliffe, not needing or exadling any 
forreine helpe or good. To him we can not exhibit 
ouermuch praife, nor belye him any wayes, vnleffe it 
be in abating his excellencie by fcarfitie of praife, or 
by raifconceauing his diuine nature, weening to praife 
him, if we impute to him fuch vaine delights and pee- 
uifh affedlions, as commonly the frailefl men are re- 
proued for. Namely to make him ambitious of honour, 
iealous and difficult in his worfhips, terrible, angrie, 
vindicatiue, a louer, a hater, a pitier, and indigent oif 
mans worfhips: finally fo pafTionate as in effe£l he 
(hold be altogether Anihropopathis, To the gods of 
the Gentiles they might well attribute thefe infirmities, 
for they were but the children of men, great Princes 
and famous in the world, and not for any other refpe<fl 
diuine, then by fome refemblance of vertue they had 
to do good, and to benefite many. So as to the God 
of the Chrillians, fuch diuine praife might be verified : 
to th*other gods none, but figuratiuely or in mifticall 
fenfe as hath bene (aid. In which fort the ancient 
Poets did in deede giue them great honors and praifes, 
and made to them facrifices, and offred them oblations 
of fundry fortes, euen as the people were taught and 
perfwaded by fuch placations and worfhips to receaue 
any helpe, comfort or benefite to them felues, their 
wiues, children, poffelTions or goods. For if that opin- 
ion were not, who would acknowledge any God ? the 
verie Etimologie of the name with vs of the North 
partes of the world declaring plainely the nature of the 
attribute, which is all one as if we fayd good, [bonus] 
or a giuer of good things. Therfore the Gentiles 
prayed for peace to the goddeffe Pallas: for warre (fuch 
as thriued by it) to the god Mars : for honor and em- 
pire to the god Jupiter: for riches and wealth \o Pluto: 
for eloquence and gayne to Mercuric: for fafe nauiga- 
tion to Neptune: for faire weather and profperous 
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windes to Eolus : for skill in mufick and leechcraft to 
Apollo: for free life and chaflitie to Diana: for bewtie 
and good grace, as alfo for iffue and profperitie in 
loue to Venus : for plenty of crop and come to Ceres: 
for feafonable vintage to Bacchus : and for other things 
to others. So many things as they could imagine 
good and defirable, and to fo many gods as they fup- 
pofed to be authors thereof, in fo much as Fortune 
was made a goddeffe, and the feuer quartaine had her 
aulters, fuch blindnes and ignorance raigned in the 
harts of men at that time, and whereof it fiiil proceeded 
and grew, befides th'opinion hath bene giuen, appear- 
eth more at large in our bookes of lerotekniy the matter 
being of another confideration then to be treated of 
in this worke. And thefe hynines to the gods was the 
firll forme of Poefie and the highefl and the flateliefl, 
and they were fong by the Poets as priells, and by the 
people or whole congregation as we fing in ourChurchs 
the Pfalmes of Dauid, but they did it commonly in 
fome fhadie groues of tall tymber trees : In which 
places they reared aulters of green turfe, and beflrewed 
them all ouer with flowers, and vpon them offred 
their, oblations and made their bloudy facrifices, (for 
no kinde of gift can be dearer then life) of fuch quick 
cattaille, as eueiy god was in their conceit moil de- 
lighted in, or in fome other refpedl mofl fit for the 
miflerie : temples or churches or other chappels then 
thefe they had none at thofe dayes. 

CBAF, XIIL 

In wJiai forme of Poefie vice and the common abufes 

of mans life was repreJiended, 

)me perchance would thinke that next after 
the praife and honoring of their gods, 
fhould commence the worfhippings and 
praife of good men, and fpecially of great 
Princes and gouemours of the earth in 
foueraignety and fundlion next vnto the gods. But it 
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is not fo, for before that came to pafle, the Poets or 
holy Priefts, chiefly lludied the rebuke of vice, and to 
carpe at the common abufes, fuch as were mod offen- 
fiue to the publique and priuate, for as yet for lacke of 
good ciuility and wholefome do6lrines, there was greater 
(lore of lewde lourdaines then of wife and learned 
Lords, or of noble and vertuous Princes and gouemours. 
So as next after the honours exhibited to their gods, 
the Poets finding in man generally much to reproue 
and litle to praife, made certaine poems in plainc 
meetres, more like to fermons or preachings then 
otherwife, and when the people were aflembled togi- 
ther in thofe hallowed places dedicate to their gods, 
becaufe they had yet no large halles or places of con- 
uenticle, nor had any other correction of their faults, 
but fuch as refted onely in rebukes of wife and graue 
men, fuch as at thefe dayes make the people afhamed 
rather then afeared,^ the faid auncient Poets vfed for 
that purpofe, three kinds of poems reprehenfiue, to wit, 
the Satyre, the Comedie^ and the Tragedie: and the 
firfl and mod bitter inuedliue againfl vice and vicious 
men, was the Satyrei which to th*intent their bitter- 
nefle fhould breede none ill will, either to the Poets, 
or to the recitours (which could not haue bene chofen 
if they had bene openly knowen) and befides to make 
their admonitions and reproofs feeme grauer and of 
more efficacie, they made wife as if the gods of the 
woods, whom they called Satyres or Siluanes^ (hould 
appeare and recite thofe verfes of rebuke, whereas in 
deede they were but difguifed perfons vnder the (hape 
of Satyres as who would fay, thefe terrene and bafe 
gods being conuerfant with mans affaires, and fpiers 
out of all their fecret faults : had fome great care ouer 
man, and defired by good admonitions to reforme the 
euill of their life, and to bring the bad to amendment 
by thofe kinde of preachings, whereupon the Poets 
inuen tours of the deuife were called Satyrijks. 
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CHAP, XIIIL 
How vice was afterward reproued by two other maner of 
poems ^ better reformed then the Satyr e^ whereof tJu 
firfl was Comedy^ thefecond Tragedie, 

|Vt when thefe maner of folitary fpeaches and 
recitals of rebuke, vttered by the rurall 
gods out of bulhes and briers, feemed not 
to the finer heads fufficiently perfwafiue, 
nor fo popular as if it were reduced into 
action of many perfons, or by many voyces liuely re- 
prefented to the eare and eye, fo as a man might 
thinke it were euen now a doing. The Poets deuifed 
to haue many parts played at once by two or three or 
foure perfons, that debated the matters of the world, 
fometimes of their owne priuate affaires, fometimes of 
their neighbours, but neuer medling with any Princes 
matters nor fuch high perfonages, but commonly of 
marchants, fouldiers, artificers, good lionell houfhol- 
ders, and alfo of vnthrifty youthes, yong damfels, old 
nurfes, bawds, brokers, ruffians and parafites, with fuch 
like, in whofe behauiors, lyeth in effedl the whole 
courfe and trade of mans life, and therefore tended al- 
togither to the good amendment of man by difcipline 
and example. It was alfo much for the folace and re- 
creation of the common people by reafon of the page- 
ants and fhewes. And this kind of poeme was called 
Cotnedy^ and followed next after the Satyre, and by that 
occafion was fomwhat fliarpe and bitter after the nature 
of the Satyre, openly and by expreffe names taxing 
men more malicioufly and impudently then became, fo 
as they were enforced for feare of quarell and blame to 
difguife their players with flrange apparell, and by 
colouring their faces and carying hatts and capps of 
diuerfe fafhions to make them felues leffe knowen. But 
as time and experience do reforme euery thing that is 
amiffe, fo this bitter poeme called the old Comedy, being 
difufed and taken away, the new Comedy came in place, 
more ciuill and pleafant a great deale and not touch- 
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ing any man by name, but in a certaine geneialitie 
glancing at euery abufe, fo as from thenceforth fearing 
none illwill or enmitie at any bodies hands, they left 
afide their difguifmgs and played bare face, till one 
Rojcius Gallus the moft excellent player among the 
Romaines brought vp thefe vizards, which we fee at 
this day vfed, partly to fupply the want of players, when 
there were moe parts than there were peifons, or that 
it was not thought meet to trouble and pefler princes 
chambers with too many folkes. Now by the chaunge 
of a vizard one man might play the king and the carter, 
the old nurfe and the yong damfell, the marchant and 
thefouldier or any other part he lifled very conueniently. 
There be that fay Rojcius did it for another purpofe, 
for being him felfe the bell Hijlrim or buffon that was 
in his dayes to be found, infomuch as Cicero laid Rojdus 
contended with him by varietie of liuely geftures, to 
furmount the copy of his fpeach, yet becaufe he was 
fquint eyed and had a very vnpleafant countenance, 
and lookes which made him ridiculous or rather odious 
to the prefencc,he deuifed thefe vizards to hide his owne 
ilfauored face. And thus much touching the Comedy . 

CHAP. XV. 

In what forme of Poefie the euill and outragious 

behauiours of Princes were reprehended, 

IVt becaufe in thofe dayes when the Poets 
firfl taxed by Satyre and Comedy^ there 
was no great llore of Kings or Emperors 
or fuch high eflats (al men being yet for 
the mod part rude, and in a maner popu- 
larly egall) they could not fay of them or of their 
behauiours any thing to the purpofe, which cafes of 
Princes are fithens taken for the high eft. and greatefl 
matters of all. But after that fome men among the 
moe became mighty and famous in the world, fouer- 
aignetie and dominion hauing learned them all maner 
of lufls and licentioufnes of life, by which occafions 
alfo their high eflates and felicities fell many times into 
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mod lowe and lamentable fortunes : whereas before in 
their great profperities they were both feared and re- 
uerenced in the highefl degree, after their deathes when 
the polleritie Hood no more in dread of them, their in- 
famous life and tyrannies were layd open to all the 
world, their wickednes reproched, their follies and ex- 
treme infolencies derided, and their miferable ends 
painted out in playes and pageants, to (hew the muta- 
bilitie of fortune, and the iull punifliment of God in 
reuenge of a vicious and euill life. Thefe matters were 
alfo handled by the Poets, and reprefented by adlion 
as that of the Comedies', but becaufe the matter was 
higher then that of the Comedies the Poets llile was alfo 
higher and more loftie, the prouifion greater, the place 
more magnificent : for which purpofe alfo the players 
garments were made more rich and collly and folemne, 
and euery other thing apperteining, according to that 
rate : So as where the Satyre was pronounced by rufli- 
call and naked Syluanes fpeaking out of a bufh, and the 
common players of interludes called Fiawpedes, played 
barefoote vpon the floore : the later Comedies vpon 
fcaffolds, and by men well and cleanely hofed and fhod. 
Thefe matters of great Princes were played vpon lofty 
(lages, and the actors thereof ware vpon their legges 
buskins of leather called Cothurni, and other folemne 
habits, and for a fpeciall preheminence did walke vpon 
thofe high corked fhoes or pantofles, which now they 
call in Spaine and Italy Shoppini. And becaufe thofe 
buflcins and high (hoes were commonly made of goats 
(kinnes very finely tanned, and dyed into colours : or 
for that as fome fay the befl players reward, was a 
goate to be giuen him, or for that as other thinke, a 
goate was the peculiar facrifice of the god Fan, king 
of all the gods of the woodes : forafmuch as a goate 
in Greeke is called Iragos, therfore thefe (lately playes 
were called Tragedies, And thus haue ye foure fundry 
formes of Poefie Drammatick reprehenfiue, and put in 
execution by the feate and dexteritie of mans body, to 
wit, the Satyre, old Comedie, new Comedie, and Tragedie, 

D 
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whereas all other kinde of poems except Eglogu^ whereof 
Ihalbe entreated hereafter, were onely recited by mouth 
or fong with the voyce to fome melodious inflrument. 

CYAR XVL 

In what forme of Poefu the great Princes and domina- 

tors of the world were honored, 

{Vt as the bad and illawdable parts of all 
eilates and degrees were taxed by the 
Poets in one fort or an other, and thofe 
of great Princes by Tragedie in efpecial, 
(and not till after their deaths) as hath 
bene before remembred, to th'intent that fuch exem- 
plifying (as it were) of their blames and aduerfities, 
being now dead, might worke for a fecret reprehenfion 
to others that were aliue, liuing in the fame or like 
abufes. So was it great reafon that all good and ver- 
tuous perfons (hould for their well doings be rewarded 
with commendation, and the great Princes aboue all 
others with honors and praifes, being for many refpedls 
of greater moment, to haue them good and vertuous 
then any inferior fort of men. Wherfore the Poets 
being in deede the trumpetters of all praife and alfo oi 
(launder (not (launder, but well deferued reproch) were 
in confcience and credit bound next after the diuine 
praifes of the immortall gods, to yeeld a like ratable 
honour to all fuch amongft men, as moft refembled the 
gods by excellencie of fundtion, and had a certaine 
afiinitie with them, by more then humane and ordinarie 
vertues (hewed in their adlions here vpon earth. They 
were therfore praifed by a fecond degree of laude : 
(hewing their high eftates, their Princely genealogies 
and pedegrees, mariages, aliances, and fuch noble ex- 
ploites, as they had done in th'aflfaires of peace and of 
warre to the bene(it of their people and countries, by 
inuention of any noble fcience, or profitable Art, or by 
making wholfome lawes or enlarging of their dominions 
by honorable and iud conqueds, and many other wayes. 
Such perfonage^ among the Gentiles were Bacchns^ 
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Ceresy PerfeuSy Hercuks, Thefeus and many other, who 
thereby came to be accompted gods and halfe gods or 
goddeffes \Heroes\ and had their commendations giuen 
by Hymne accordingly or by fuch other poems as their 
memorie was therby made famous to the pofteritie for 
euer after, as fhal be more at large fayd in place con- 
uenient. But firfl we will fpeake fomewhat of the play- 
ing places, and prouifions which were made for their 
pageants and pomps reprefentatiue before remembred. 

CHAP. XVIL 

Of the places where their enterludes or poemes dramma- 

ticke were reprefented to the people. 

p it hath bene declared, the Satyres were 
firft vttered in their hallowed places within 
the woods where they honoured their gods 
vnder the open heauen, becaufe they had 
no other houfmg fit for great affemblies. 
The old comedies were plaid in the broad llreets vpon 
wagons or carts vncouered, which carts were floored 
with bords and made for remouable ilages to pafl*e 
from one llreete of their townes to another, where all 
the people might ftand at their eafe to gaze vpon the 
fights. Their new comedies or ciuill enterludes were 
played in open pauilions or tents of linnen cloth or 
lether, halfe displayed that the people might fee. 
Afterward when Tragidies came vp they deuifed to 
prefent them upon fcaffoldes or Ilages of timber, 
fliadowed with linen or lether as the other, and thefe 
ilages were made in the forme of a Semicircle^ wherof 
the bow ferued for the beholders to fit in, and the 
firing or forepart was appointed for the floore or place 
where the players vttered, and had in it fundrie little 
diuifions by curteins as trauerfes to feme for feueral 
roomes where they might repaire vnto and change 
their garments and come in againe, as their fpeaches 
and parts were to be renewed. Alfo there was place 
appointed for muficiens to fmg or to play vpon their 
indrumentes at the end of euery /cene, to the intent 
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the people might be refrefhed, and kept occupied. 
This maner of llage in halfe circle, the Greekes called 
theatruniy as much to fay as a beholding place, which 
was alfo in fuch fort contriued by benches and greeces 
to (land or fit vpon, as no man fhould empeach anothers 
fight. But as ciuilitie and withall wealth encreafed, fo 
did the minde of man growe dayly more haultie and 
fuperfluous in all his deuifes, fo as for their theaters in 
halfe circle, they came to be by the great magnificence 
of. the Romain princes and people fomptuoufly built 
with marble and fquare (lone in forme all round, and 
were called Afnphit heaters , whereof as yet appears one 
among the ancient ruines of Rome, built by Pompeius 
Magnus, for capafitie able to receiue at eafe fouifcore 
thoufand perfons as it is left written, and fo curioufly 
contriued as euery man might depart at his pleafure, 
without any annoyance to other. It is alfo to be knowne 
that in thofe great Amphitheaters^yftrt exhibited all ma- 
ner of other (hewes and difports for the people, as their 
fence playes, or digladiations of naked men, their wrafl- 
lings, runnings, leapings and other pradlifes of a6liuitie 
and (Irength , alfo their baitings of wild bealls,as Elephants, 
Rhinoceros[es], Tigers, Leopards and others, which 
fights much delighted the common people, and there- 
fore the places required to be large and of great content. 

CHAR XVIIL 

Of the Shepheards or pajlorall Foefie called Egiogue, and 

to iwhat purpofe it wasfirjl indented and vfed, 

|Ome be of opinion, and the chiefe of thofe 
who haue written in this Art among the 
Latines, that the padorall Poefie which 
we commonly call by the name oiEglogue 
and Bucolicky a tearme brought in by the 
Sicilian Poets, (hould be the firfl of any other, and 
before the Satyre comedie or tragedie, becaule, lay 
they, the (hepheards and haywards aflfemblies and 
meetings when they kept their cattell and heards in the 
common fields and forefts. was the fird familiar con- 
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uerfation, and their babble and talk vnder bufhes and 
(hadie trees, the firfl difputation and contentious 
reafoning, and their flefhly heates growing of eafe, the 
firfl idle wooings, and their fongs made to their mates 
or paramours either vpon forrow or iolity of courage, 
the firll amorous muficks, fometime alfo they fang and 
played on their pipes for wagers, llriuing who (hould 
get the befl game, and be counted cunningefl. All 
Uiis I do agree vnto, for no doubt the (hepheards life 
was the firfl example of honefl felowfhip, their trade 
the firfl art of lawfull acquifition or purchafe, for at 
thcfc daies robbery was a manner of purchafe. So faith 
Aristotle in his bookes of the Politiques, and that paf- 
turage was before tillage, or fifhing or fowling, or any 
other predatory art or cbeuifance. And all this may 
be true, for before there was a (hepheard keeper of his 
owne, or of fome other bodies flocke, there was none 
owner in the world, quick cattel being the firfl pro- 
perty of any forreine poffeffion. I fay forreine, becaufe 
alway men claimed property in their apparell and 
armour, and other like things made by their owne 
trauel and induflry, nor thereby was there yet any 
good towne or city or Kings palace, where pageants 
and pom pes might be fhewed by Comedies or Trage- 
dies. But for all this, I do deny that the Eglogue fhould 
be the firfl and mofl auncient forme of artificiall Poefie, 
being perfwaded that the Poet deuifed the Eclogue long 
after the other drammcUick poems, not of purpole to 
counterfait or reprefent the ruflicall manner of loues 
and communication : but vnder the vaile of homely per- 
fons, and in rude fpeeches to infinuate and glaunce at 
greater matters, and fuch as perchance had not bene 
lafe to haue beene difclofed in any other fort, which 
may be perceiued by the Eglogues of Virgili, in which 
are treated by figure matters of greater importance 
then the loues of TUinis and Cory don, Thefe Eglogues 
came after to containe and enforme morall difcipline, 
for the amendment of mans behauiour, as be thofe of 
Mantuan and other modeme Poets. 
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CHAP. XIX, 
Of historicall Poefie^ by which the famous of is of Princes 
and the vertuous and 7vorthy Hues of our fore- 
fathers were reported. 

[Here is nothing in man of all the potential 
parts of his mind (reafon and will except) 
more noble or more neceflary to the adliue 
life then memory : becaufe it maketh mod 
to a found iudgement and perfedl worldly 
wifedome, examining and comparing the times pa(l 
with the prefent, and by them both confidering the 
time to come, concludeth with a lledfafl refolution, 
what is the bed courfe to be taken in all his acflions 
and aduices in this world : it came vpon this realon, 
experience to be fo highly commended in all confulta- 
tions of importance, and preferred before any learning 
or fcience, and yet experience is no more than a maffe 
of memories affembled, that is, fuch trials as man hath 
made in time before. Right fo no kinde of argument 
in all the Oratorie craft, doth better perfwade and more 
vniuerfally fatisfie then example, which is but the re- 
prefentation of old memories, and like fucceffes hap- 
pened in times paft. For thefe regards the Poefie hif- 
toricall is of all other next the diuine mofl honorable 
and worthy, as well for the common benefit as for the 
fpeciall comfort euery man receiueth by it. No one 
thing in the world with more dele<5lation reuiuing our 
fpirits then to behold as it were in a glaffe the liuely 
image of our deare forefathers, their noble and ver- 
tuous maner of life, with other things autentike, which 
becaufe we are not able otherwife to attaine to the 
knowledge of, by any of our fences, we apprehend 
them by memory, whereas the prefent time and things 
fo fwiftly paffe away, as they giue vs no leafure almoft to 
looke into them, and much leffe to know and confider 
of them throughly. The things future, being alfo euents 
very vncertaine, and fuch as can not poflibly be knowne 
becaufe they be not yet, can not be vfed for example 
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nor for delight otherwife then by hope. Though many 
promife the contrary, by vaine and deceitful! arts 
taking vpon them to reueale the truth of accidents to 
come, which if it were fo as they funnife, are yet but 
fciences meerely coniedlurall, and not of any benefit to 
man or to the common wealth, where they be vfed or 
profeffed. Therefore the good and exemplarie things 
and adlions of the former ages, were referued only to 
the hifloricall reportes of wife and graue men : thofe 
of the prefent time left to the fruition and iudgement 
of our fences: the future as hazards and incertaine 
euentes vtterly negledled and layd afide for Magicians 
and mockers to get their linings by.: fuch manner of 
men as by negligence of Magiilrates and remiffes of 
lawes euery countrie breedeth great (lore of. Thefe 
hiflorical men neuertheleffe vfcd not the matter fo pre- 
cifely to wifti that al they wrote Ihould be accounted true, 
for that was not needefull nor expedient to the pur- 
pofe, namely to be vfed either for example or for plea- 
fure : confidering that many times it is feene a fained 
matter or altogether fabulous, befides that it maketh 
more mirth than any other, works no leffe good con- 
clufions for example then the mofl true and veritable : 
but often times more, becaufe the Poet hath the hand- 
ling of them to faftiion at his pleafure, but not fo of th' 
other which mufl go according to their veritie and 
none otherwife without the writers great blame. Againe 
as ye know mo and more excellent examples may be 
fained in one day by a good wit, then many ages 
through mans frailtie are able to put in vre, which 
made the learned and wittie men of thofe times to 
deuife many hifloricall matters of no veritie at all, but 
with purpofe to do good and no hurt, as vfmg them for 
a maner of difcipline and prefident of commendable 
life. Such was the common wealth of Plaio^ and Sir 
Thomas Moores Vtopia^ refling all in deuife, but neuer 
put in execution, an<l eafier to be wilhed then to be 
performed. And you (hall perceiue that hiflories were 
of three fortes, wholly true and wholly falfe, and a 
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third holding part of either, but for honefl recreation, 
and good example they were all of them. And this 
may be apparant to vs not onely by the Poeticall 
hiftories, but alfo by thofe that be written in profe : 
for as Homer wrate a fabulous or mixt report of the 
fiege of Troy, and another of Uliffes errors or wandrings, 
fo did Mujeus compile a true treatife of the life and 
loues of Leander and Hero^ both of them Heroick^ and 
to none ill edification. Alfo as Theucidides wrate a 
worthy and veritable hiftorie, of the warres betwixt the 
Athenians and the Peloponefes : fo did Zetwphon^ a mofl 
graue Philofopher,and well trained courtier and counfel- 
lour make another (but fained and vntrue) of the child- 
hood of Cyrus king of Perfia, neuertheles both to one 
efFe6l, that is for example and good information of the 
pofteritie. Now becaufe the adlions of meane and 
bafe perfonages, tend in very few cafes to any great 
good example : for who paffeth to follow the (leps, and 
maner of life of a craftes man, fhepheard or failer, 
though he were his father or dearefl. frend ? yea how 
almofl is it poflible that fuch maner of men fliould be 
of any vertue other then their profeffion requireth? 
Therefore was nothing committed to hiftorie, but mat- 
ters of great and excellent perfons and things that the 
fame by irritation of good courages (fuch as emulation 
caufeth) might worke more effedlually, which occafioned 
the ftory writer to chufe an higher ftile fit for his fub- 
iedl, the Profaicke in profe, the Poet in meetre, and 
the Poets was by verfe exameter for his grauitie and 
ftatelineffe mofl allowable : neither would they inter- 
mingle him with any other fhorter meafure, vnleffe it 
were in matters of fuch qualitie, as became beft to be 
fong with the voyce, and to fome muficall inftrument, 
as were with the Greeks, all your Hymnes and En- 
comia of Pindarus and Callimachus^ not very hiftories 
but a maner of hiftoricall reportes in which cafes they 
made thofe poemes in variable meafures, and coupled 
a (hort verfe with a long to feme that purpofe the 
Ijetter, and we our felues who compiled this treatife 
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haue written for pleafure a litle brief Romance or hif- 
toricall ditty in the Englifh tong of the Ifle of great 
Britaine in Ihort and long meetres, and by breaches or 
diuifions to be more commodioufly fong to the harpe 
in places of affembly, where the company (halbe de- 
firous to heare of old aduentures and valiaunces of 
noble knights in times pad, as are thofe of king Arthur 
and his knights 61 the round table, Sir JBeuys of 
Southampton^ Guy of Wanwicke and others like. Such 
as haue not premonition hereof, and confideration of 
the caufes alledged, would peraduenture reproue and 
difgrace euery Romance^ or fhort hiftoricall ditty for that 
they be not written in long meeters or verfes Alexan- 
drins, according to the nature and ilile of large hiftories, 
wherin they ihould do wrong for they be fundry 
formes of poems and not all one. 

CHAP, XX. 

In what forme of Poefie vertue in the inferiaur 

fort m'as commended. 

euerie degree and fort of men vertue is 
commendable, but not egally : not onely 
becaufe mens eftates are vnegall, but for 
that alfo vertue it felfe is not in euery re- 
fpedl of egall value and eftimation. For 
continence in a king is of greater merit, then in a car- 
ter, th'one hauing all opportunities to allure him to 
lulls, and abilitie to ferue his appetites, th'other partly, 
for the bafeneffe of his eflate wanting fuch meanes and 
occafions, partly by dread of lawes more inhibited, and 
not fo vehemently caried away with vnbridled affec- 
tions, and therfore deferue not in th'one and th'other 
like praife nor equall reward, by the very ordinarie 
courfe of didributiue iuflice. Euen fo parfimonie and 
illiberalitie are greater vices in a Prince then in a pri- 
uate perfon, and pufillanimitie and iniuflice likewife : 
for to th*one, fortune hath fupplied inough to main- 
taine them in the contrarie vertues, I meane, fortitude, 
iuflice. liberalitie, and magnanimitie : the Prince hauing 
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all plentie to vfe largeffe by, and no want or neede to 
driue him to do wrong. Alfo all the aides that may 
be to lift vp his courage, and to make him flout and 
feareleffe {augent animos fartuncB) laith the Miniijl, and 
very truly, for nothing pulleth downe a mans heart 
fo much as aduerfiiie and lacke. Againe in a meane 
man prodigalitie and pride are faultes more reprehen- 
fible then in Princes, whofe high eflates do require in 
their countenance, fpeech and expence, a certaine ex- 
traordinary, and their fundlions enforce them fometimc 
to exceede the limites of mediocritie not excufable in a 
priuat perfon, whofe manner of life and calling hath 
no fuch exigence. Befides the good and bad of Princes 
is more exemplarie, and thereby of greater moment 
then the priuate perfons. Therfore it is that the in- 
feriour perfons, with their inferiour vertues haue a cer- 
taine inferiour praife, to guerdon their good with, and 
to comfort them to continue a laudable courfe in the 
moded and honed life and behauiour. But this lyeth 
not in written laudes fo much as ordinary reward and 
commendation to be giuen them by the mouth of the 
fuperiour magiflrate. For hiflories were not intended 
to fo generall and bafe a purpofe, albeit many a meane 
fouldier and other obfcure perfons were fpoken of and 
made famous in flories, as we finde of Irus the begger, 
and T/ierfites the glorious noddie, whom Homer maketh 
mention of But that happened (and fo did many like 
memories of meane men) by reafon of fome greater 
perfonage or n^atter that it was long of, which there- 
fore could not be an vniuerlall cafe nor chaunce to 
euery other good and vertuous perfon of the meaner 
fort. Wherefore the Poet in praifmg the maner of life 
or death of anie meane perfon, did it by fome litle 
dittie or Epigram or Epitaph in fewe verfes and meane 
flile conformiable to his fubiedi So haue you how the 
immortall gods were praifed byhymnes, the great Princes 
and heroicke perfonages by ballades of pratfe called En- 
comia^ both of them by hidoricall reports of great grauitie 
and maieflie, the inferiour perfons by other Jlight poemes. 
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CHAP, XXL 

The forme wherein honejl and profitable Aries 

andfciences were treated. 

iHe profitable fciences were no leffe meete 
to be imported to the greater number of 
ciuill men for inftrudlion of the people 
and increafe of knowledge, then to be re- 
ferued and kept for clerkes and great men 
onely. So as next vnto the things hifloricall fuch 
do£lrines and arts as the common wealth fared the 
better by, were efleemed and allowed. And the fame 
were treated by Poets in verfe Exameter fauouring the 
Heroically and for the grauitie and comelineffe of the 
meetre mod vfed with the Greekes and Latines to lad 
jmrpofes. Such were the Philofophicall works of 
Lucretius Carus among the Romaines, the Aflronomi- 
call of Aratus and :Manilius, one Greeke th'other 
Latine, the Medicinall of Nicander, and that of Opri- 
anus of hunting and fifhes, and many moe that were 
too long to recite in this place. 

CHAP, XXLL 

In what forme of Poefie the amorous affeiiions and 

alhiremeiits were vitered, 

I He firil founder of all good affedlions is 
honefl loue, as the mother of all the vici- 
ous is hatred. It was not therefore with- 
out reafon that fo commendable, yea hon- 
ourable a thing as loue well meant, were 
it in Princely eflate or priuate, might in all ciuil com- 
mon wealths be vttered in good forme and order as 
other laudable things are. And becaufe loue is of all 
other humane affedlions the mod puiffant and paffion- 
ate, and moil generall to all fortes and ages of men 
and women, fo as whether it be of the yong or old or 
wife or' holy, or high ellate or low, none euer could 
truly bragge of any exemption in that cafe : it requireth 
a forme of Poefie variable, inconftant, affe<5led, curi- 
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ous and mofl witty of any others, whereof the ioyes 
were to be vttered in one forte, the fonowes in an other, 
and by the many formes of Poefie, the many moodes 
and pangs of loners, throughly to be difcouered : the 
poore foules foraetimes piapng, befeeching, fometime 
honouring, auancing, praiiing : an other while railing, 
reuiling, and curfing : then forrowing, weeping, lament- 
ing : in the ende laughing, reio>'fmg and folacing the 
beloued againe, with a thouiand delicate deuifes, odes, 
fongs, elegies, ballads, fonets and other ditties, rooou'mg 
one way and another to great compaffion. 

CHAP. XXIIL 
The forme of FodicdU reioyfings. 

|[.eafure is the chiefe parte of mans felicity 
in this world, and alfo (as our Theologians 
fay) in the world to come. Therefore 
while we may (yea alwaies if it coulde be) 
to reioyce and take our pleafures in ver- 
tuous and honed fort, it is not only allowable, but alfo 
neceffan' and very naturall to man. And many be the 
ioyes and confolations of the hart : but none greater, 
than fuch as he may vtter and difcouer by fome con- 
uenient meanes : euen as to fuppreffe and hide a 
mans mirth, and not to haue therein a partaker, or at 
lead wife a witnes, is no little griefe and infelicity. 
Therfore nature and ciuility haue ordained (befides 
the priuate folaces) publike reioifmgs for the comfort 
and recreation of many. And they be of diuerfe forts 
and vpon diuerfe occafions growne: one and the chiefe 
was for the publike peace of a countrie the greatefl of 
any other ciuill good. And wherein your Maieflie 
(my mod gracious Soueraigne) haue (hewed your felfe 
to all the world for this one and thirty yeares fpace of 
your glorious raigne, aboue all other Princes of Chriden- 
dome, not onely fortunate, but alfo mod fufficient ver- 
tuous and worthy of Empire. An other is for iud and 
honourable vidlory atchieued againd the forraine enemy. 
A third at folemne feads and pompes of coronations 
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and enflallments of honourable orders. An other for 
ioUity at weddings and marriages. An other at the 
births of Princes children. An other for priuate 
entertainements in Court, or other fecret difports 
in chamber, and fuch folitary places. And as thefe 
reioyfings tend to diuers eflfedls, fo do they alfo 
carry diuerfe formes and nominations: for thofe of 
vi6lorie and peace are called Triumphall^ whereof we 
our felues haue heretofore giuen fome example by our 
Triutnphals written in honour of her Maieflies long 
peace. And they were vfed by the auncients in like 
manner, as we do our generall proceflions or Letanies 
with bankets aad bonefires and all manner of ioyes. 
Thofe that were to honour the perfons of great Princes 
or to folemnife the pompes of any inllallment were 
called Encomia^ we may call them carols of honour. 
Thofe to celebrate marriages were called fongs nup- 
tiall or Epithalamies^ but in a certaine miflicall fenfe 
as fliall be laid hereafter. Others for magnificence at 
the natiuities of Princes children, or by cuftome vfed 
yearely vpon the fame dayes, are called fongs natall or 
Genethliaca, Others for fecret recreation and paflime 
in chambers with company or alone were the ordinary 
Mufickes amorous, fuch as might be fong with voice 
or to the Lute, Citheron or Harpe, or daunced by 
meafures as the Italian Pauan and galliard are at thefe 
daies in Princes Courts and other places of honour- 
able or ciuill alTembly, and of all thefe we will fpeake 
in order and very briefly. 

CHAP. XXIIII. 

The forme of Poeticall lamentations, 

|Amenting is altogether contrary to reioifing, 
euery man faith fo, and yet is it a peece 
of ioy to be able to lament with eafe, and 
freely to poure forth a mans inward for- 
rowes and the greefs wherewith his minde 
is furcharged. This was a very neceflary deuife of 
the Poet and a fine, befides his poetrie to play alfo 
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the Phifitian, and not onely by applying a medicine to 
the ordinary ficknes of mankind, but by making the 
very greef it felfe (in part) cure of the difeafe. Nowe 
are the caufes of mans forrowes many : the death of 
his parents, frends, allies, and children : (though many 
of the barbarous nations do reioyce at their burials 
and forrow at their birthes) the ouerthrowes and dif- 
comforts in battell, the fubuerfions of townes and cities, 
the defolations of countreis, the loffe of goods and 
worldly promotions, honour and good renowne : fin- 
ally the trauails and torments of loue forlorne or ill 
bellowed, either by difgrace, deniall, delay, and twenty 
other wayes, that well experienced louers could recite. 
Such of thefe greefs as might be refrained or holpen 
by wifedome, and the parties owne good endeuour, 
the Poet gaue none order to forrow them : for firll 
as to the good renowne it is lofl, for the more part by 
fome default of the owner, and may be by his well 
doings recouered againe. And if it be vniuflly taken 
away, as by vntrue and famous libels, the offenders 
recantation may fuffife for his amends : fo did the 
Poet Stefichorus^ as it is written of him in his Pailinodie 
vpon the difprayfe of Helena^ and recouered his eye 
fight. Alfo for worldly goods they come and go, as 
things not long proprietary to any body, and are not 
yet fubiedl vnto fortunes dominion fo, but that we our 
felues are in great part acceffarie to our own loffes 
and hinderaunces, by ouerfight and mifguiding of our 
felues and our things, therefore why fhould we bewaile 
our fuch voluntary detriment? But death the irre- 
couerable loffe, death the dolefull departure of frendes, 
that can neuer be recontinued by any other meeting 
or new acquaintance. Befides our vncertaintie and 
fufpition of their eflates and welfare in the places of 
their new abode, feemeth to carry a reafonable pre- 
text of iufl forrow. Likewife the great ouerthrowes in 
battell and defolations of countreys by warres, afwell 
for the loffe of many Hues and much libertie as for 
that it toucheth the whole (late, and eu'-ry priuate 
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man hath his portion in the damage: Finally for loue, 
there is no frailtie in flefli and bloud fo excufable as 
it, no comfort or difcomfort greater then the good and 
bad fucceffe thereof, nothing more naturali to man, 
nothing of more force to vanquiih his will and to in- 
uegle his iudgement. Therefore of death and burials, 
of di'aduerfities by warres, and of true loue loil or ill 
bellowed, are th'onely forrowes that the noble Poets 
fought by their arte to remoue or appeafe, not with 
any medicament of a contrary temper, as the GaleniJUs 
vfe to cure \contraria contrarijs\ but as the ParacdfiatiSy 
who cure ylmiiia fimiiibus] making one dolour to ex- 
pell another, and in this cafe, one Aiort forrowing the 
remedie of a long and grieuous forrow. And the 
lamenting of deathes was chiefly at the very burialls 
of the dead, alio at monethes mindes and longer times, 
by cullome continued yearely, when as they vfed 
many offices of feruice and loue towardes the dead, 
and thereupon are called Obfequks in our vulgare, 
which was done not onely by cladding the mourners 
their friendes and feruauntes in blacke veflures, of 
fhape dolefull and lad, but alfo by wofull counten- 
aunces and voyces, and befides by Poeticall mourn- 
ings in verfe. Such funerall fongs were called Epicedia 
if they were fong by many, and Monodia if they were 
vttered by one alone, and this Was vfed at the enter- 
ment of Princes and others of great accompt, and it 
was reckoned a great ciuilitie to vfe fuch ceremonies, 
as at this day is alfo in fome countrey vfed. In Rome 
they accuftomed to make orations funerall and com- 
mendatorie of the dead parties in the publique place 
called Procojlris : and our T/ieologianSy in Head thereof 
vfe to make fermons, both teaching the people fome 
good learning, and alfo laying well of the departed. 
Thofe fongs of the dolorous difcomfits in battaile, and 
other defolations in warre, or of townes laccaged and 
fubuerted, were fong by the remnant of the army ouer- 
throwen, with great Ikrikings and outcries, holding the 
wrong end of their weapon vpwards in figne of forrow 
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and difpaire. The cities alfo made generall mournings 
and offred facrifices with Poeticall fongs to appeafe 
the wrath of the martiall gods and goddefles. The 
third forrowing was of loues, by long lamentation in 
El^: fo was their fong called, and it was in a pitious 
maner of meetre, placing a limping Pentameter^ after 
a lully ExameteTy which made it go dolouroufly more 
then any other meeter. 

CHAP. XXV, 

Ofthefolemne reioyfings at the natiuitie of 

Princes children. 

|0 retume from forrow to reioyfing it is a 
very good hap and no vnwife part for him 
that can do it, I fay therefore, that the 
comfort of iffue and procreation of child- 
ren is fo naturall and fo great, not onely 
to all men but fpecially to Princes, as duetie and ciuil- 
itie haue made it a common cuftome to reioyfe at the 
birth of their noble children, and to keepe thofe dayes 
hallowed and fefliuall for euer once in the yeare, dur- 
ing the parentes or childrens Hues : and that by pub- 
lique order and confent. Of which reioyfmgs and 
mirthes the Poet miniflred the firfl occafion honor- 
able, by prefenting of ioyfuU fongs and ballades, prayf- 
ing the parentes by proofe, the child by hope, the 
whole kinred by report, and the day it felfe with 
wilhes of all good fucceffe, long life, health and prof- 
peritie for euer to the new borne. Thefe poemes were 
called in Greeke Genctliacay with vs they may be 
called natall or birth fongs. 

CHAP. XXVI. 
The maner of reioyQngs at mariages and weddings. 

the confolation of children well begotten 
is great, no leffe but rather greater ought 
to be that which is occafion of children, 
that is honorable matrimonie, a loue by 
al lawes allowed, not mutable nor encomb- 
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red with fuch vaine cares andpaffions,as that other loue, 
whereof there is no affurance, but loofe and fickle 
affedlion occafioned for the mod part by fodaine fights 
and acquaintance of no long triall or experience, nor 
vpon any other good ground wherein any furetie may 
be conceiued : wherefore the Ciuill Poet could do no 
leffe in confcience and credit, then as he had before 
done to the ballade of birth : now with much better 
deuotion to celebrate by his poeme the chearefull day 
of manages afwell Princely as others, for that hath 
alwayes bene accompted with euery countrey and 
nation of neuer fo barbarous people, the higheft and 
holieft, of any ceremonie apperteining to man : a match 
forfooth made for euer and not for a day, a folace pro- 
uided for youth, a comfort for age, a knot of alliance 
and amitie indiffoluble : great reioyfmg was therefore 
due to fuch a matter and to fo gladfome a time. 
This was done in ballade wife as the natall fong, and 
was fong very fweetely by Mufitians at the chamber 
(lore of the Bridegroome and Bride at fuch times as 
(halbe hereafter declared and they were called Epitha- 
/amies as much to fay as ballades at the bedding of 
the bride : for fuch as were fong at the borde at dinner 
or fupper were other Mufickes and not properly Epitha- 
lamies. Here, if I (hall fay that which apperteineth 
to th'arte, and difclofe the mifterie of the whole matter, 
I mufl and doe with all humble reuerence befpeake 
pardon of the chafle and honorable earcs, lead I fhould 
cither offend them with licentious fpeach, or leaue them 
ignorant of the ancient guife in old times vfed at wed- 
dings (in my fimple opinion) nothing reproueable. 
This Epithalainie was deuided by breaches into three 
partes to ferue for three feuerall fits or times to be fong. 
The firil breach was fong at the firfl parte of the night 
when the fpoufe and her husband were brought to their 
bed and at the very chamber dore, where in a large 
vtter roome vfed to be (befides the mufitiens) good 
(lore of ladies or gentlewomen of their kinfefolkes, and 
others who came to honor the manage, and the tunes 

£ 
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of the fongs were very loude and flirill, to the intent 
there might no noife be hard out of the bed chamber 
by the skreeking and outcry of the young damofell 
feeling the firfl forces of her fliffe and rigorous young 
man, fhe being as all virgins tender and weake, and 
vnexpert in thofe maner of affaires. For which purpofe 
alfo they vfcd by old nurfes (appointed to that feruice) 
to fuj^preffe the noife by calling of pottes full of nuttes 
round about the chamber vpon the hard floore or 
pauement, for they vfed no mattes nor rulhes as we 
doe now. So as the Ladies and gentlewomen (hould 
haue their eares fo occupied what with Muficke, and 
what with their handes wantonly fcambling and catch- 
ing after the nuttes, that they could not intend to 
harken after any other thing. This was as I faid to 
dirainifh the noife of the laughing lamenting fpoufe. 
The ten our of that part of the fong was to congratulate 
the firfl acquaintance and meeting of the young couple, 
allowing of their parents good dilcretions in making the 
match, then afterward to found cherfuUy to the onfet 
and firfl encounters of that amorous battaile, to declare 
the comfort of children, and encreafe of loue by that 
meane cheifly caufed : the bride fhewing her felf euery 
waies well difpofcd and flill fupplying occafions of new 
lufles and loue to her husband, by her obedience and 
amorous embracings and all other allurementes. About 
midnight or one of the clocke, the Muficians came 
again to the chamber dore (all the Ladies and other 
women as they were of degree, hauing taken their 
leaue, and being gone to their refl.) This part of the 
ballade was to refrefh the faint and weried bodies and 
fpirits, and to animate new appetites with cherefull 
wordes, encoraging them to the recontinuance of the 
fame entertainments, praifing and commending (by 
fuppofall) the good conformities of them both, and 
their defire one to vanquifh the other by fuch frendly 
conflicles : alledging that the firfl embracementes 
neuer bred barnes, by reafon of their ouermuch affedlion 
and heate, but onely made palTagc for children and en- 
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forced greater liking to the late made match. That 
the fecond aflaultes, were leiie rigorous, but more 
vigorous and apt to auance the purpofe of procreation, 
that therefore they (hould perfift in all good appetite 
with an inuincible courage to the end. This was the 
fecond part of the Epithalamie, In the morning when 
it was faire broad day, and that by liklyhood all toumes 
were fufficiently ferued, the lafl adles of the enterlude 
being ended, and that the bride mufl within few hours 
arife and apparrell her felfe, no more as a virgine, but 
as a wife, and about dinner time mufl by order come 
forth Sicutfponfa de thalamo^ very demurely and flately 
to be fene and acknowledged of her parents and kins- 
folkes whether fhe were the fame woman or a change- 
ling, or dead or aliue, or maimed by any accident 
no6iurnall. The fame Muficians came againe with this 
lafl part, and greeted them both with a Pfalme of new 
applaufions, for that they had either of them fo well 
behaued them felues that night, the husband to rob his 
fpoufe of her maidenhead and faue her life, the bride 
fo luflely to latisfie her husbandes loue and fcape with 
fo litle daunger of her perfon, for which good chaunce 
that they fhould make a louely truce and abflinence of 
that wane till next night fealing the placard of that 
louely league, with twentie maner of fweet kiffes, then 
by good admonitions enformed them to the frugall and 
thriftie life all the refl of their dayes. The good man 
getting and bringing home, the wife fauing that which 
her hufband fhould get, therewith to be the better able 
to keepe good hofpitalitie, according to their eflates, 
and to bring vp their children, (if God fent any) vertu- 
oufly, and the better by their owne good example. 
Finally to perfeuer all the refl of their life in true and 
inuiolable wedlocke. This ceremony was omitted 
when men maried widowes or fuch as had tafled tlie 
frutes of loue before, (we call them well experienced 
young women) in whom there was no feare of daunger 
to their perfons, or of any outcry at all. at the time of 
thofe terrible approches. Thus much toucliing the 
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vfage of EpithalamU or bedding ballad of the ancient 
times, in which if there were any wanton or lafciuious 
matter more then ordinarie which they called Ficenina 
licentia it was borne withal for that time becaufe of the 
matter no lefle requiring. Catullus hath made of them 
one or two very artificial! and ciuil : but none more 
excellent then of late yeares a young noble man of 
German ie as I take it Johannes Jecundus who in that 
and in his poeme De bafis, pafTeth any of the auncient 
or moderne Poetes in my iudgment 

CHAP, XXVII. 

The manner of Poefie by which they vttered their bitter 

taunts, and priuy nips, or witty fcoffes ami other 

merry conceits, 

lYt all the world could not keepe, nor any 
ciuill ordinance to the contrary fo preuaile, 
but that men would and muA needs vtter 
their fplenes in all ordinarie matters alfo : 
or elfe it feemed their bowels would burft, 
therefore the poet deuifed a prety falhioned poeme 
fhort and fweete (as we are wont to fay) and called it 
Epigramma in which eucry mery conceited man might 
without any long fludie or tedious ambage, make his 
frend fport, and anger his foe, and giue a prettie nip, or 
fliew a fliarpe conceit in few verfes : for this Epigramme 
is but an infcription or writting made as it were vpon a 
table, or in a windowe, or vpon the wall or mantell of 
a chimney in fome place of common refort, where it 
was allowed euery man might come, or be fitting to 
chat and prate, as now in our tauemes and common 
tabling houfes, where many merry heades meete, and 
fcrible with ynke, with chalke, or with a cole fuch mat- 
ters as they would euery man fliould know, and def- 
cant vpon. Afterward the fame came to be put in 
paper and inbookes, and vfed as ordinarie mi(rmes,fome 
of frendfhip, fome of defiaunce, or as other meflages of 
mirth : Martiall was the cheife of this skil among the 
I^tines, and at thefe days the bed Epigrammes wc 




Digitized by 



Google 



AND POESIE. LIB. I. 69 

finde, and of the fliarpeft conceit are thofe that haue 
bene gathered among the reliqiies of tlie two muet 
Satyres in Rome, Pafquill and Marphorir^ which in 
time of Sede vacante^ when merry conceited men hfted 
to gibe and iefl at the dead Pope, or any of his Cardi- 
nales, they faflened them vpon thofe Images which now 
lie in the open (Ireets, and were tollerated, but after 
that terme expired they were inhibited againe. Thefe 
infcriptions or Epigrammes at their begining had no 
cert line author that would auouch them, fome for feare 
of blame, if they were ouer faucy or fharpe, others for 
modeflie of the writer as was that dijllcke of Virgil 
which he fet vpon the pallace gate of the emperour 
AuguJiuSf which I will recite for the breifnes and quick- 
nes of it, and alfo for another euente that fell out vpon the 
mater worthy to be remembred. Thefe *vere the verfes. 
No6le pluit tota, redeujit JpeHaaila mane 
Diuifiim imperium cum loue Ccpfar habet. 
Which I haue thus Engliflied, 

// raines all nighty early thejliewes returne 

God and Ccefar, do raigne a fid rule by turne. 
As much to fay, God (heweth his power by the night 
raines. Caefar his magnificence by the pompes of the 
day. 

Thefe two verfes were very well liked, and brought 
to th*Emperours Maieflie, who tooke great pleafure in 
them, and willed the author fliould be knowen. A 
iaufie courtier profered him felfe to be the man, and 
had a good reward giuen him: for the Emperour him 
felf was not only learned, but of much munificence to- 
ward all learned men: whereupon Virgill feing him 
felf by his ouermuch modeRie defrauded of the reward., 
that an impudent had gotten by abufe of his merit, 
came the next night, and faflened vpon the fame place 
this halfe metre, foure times iterated. Thus. 

Sic vos non vohis 

Sic vos non vobis 

Sic vos non vobis 

Sic vos non vobis 
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And there it remained a great while becaufe no man 
wifl what it meant, till Vir^ill opened the whole fraude 
by this deuife. He wrote aboue the lame halfe metres 
this whole verfe Exameicr, 

Bos ego ver^iailos feci tulit alter /wnores. 
And then finifhed the foure half metres, thus. 
Sic vos non vobis Fertis aratra boues 

Sic vos non vobis VelJera fertis oucs 

Sic vos non vobis Mellificatis apes 

Sic vos non vobis Indificatis aues. 

And put to his name Publius Virgilius Maro, This 
matter came by and by to Th*emperours eare, who 
taking great pleafure in the deuife called for Virgill^2SiA 
gaue him not onely a prefent reward, with a good 
allowance of dyet a bonche in court as we vfe to call 
it : but alfo held him for euer after vpon Larger triail 
he had made of his learning and vertue in fo great re- 
putation, as he vouchfafed to giue him the name of a 
frend (amicus) which among the Romanes was fo great 
an honour and fpeciall fauour, as all fuch perfons were 
allowed to the Emperours table, or to the Senatoure 
who had receiued them (as frendes) and they were the 
only men that came ordinarily to their boords, and 
folaced with them in their chambers, and gardins when 
none other could be admitted. 

CHAP. XXVIJI. 

Of the poeme called Epitaph vfedfor me- 

moriall of the dead. 

Epitaph is but a kind of Epigram only 
applied to the report of the dead perfons 
eftate and degree, or of his other good or 
bad partes, to his commendation or re- 
proch : and is an infcription fuch as a man 
may commodioufly write or engraue vpon a tombe in 
few verfes, pithie, quicke and fententious for the paffer 
by to perufe,and iudge vpon without any long tariaunce: 
So as if it exceede the meafure of an Epigram, it is 
then (if the verfe be correfpondent) rather an Elegie 
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thenan Epitaph which errour many of thefe baftard rimers 
commit, becaufe they be not learned, nor (as we are wont 
to fay) catftes [craftes?] mailers, for they make long and 
tedious difcourfes, and write them in large tables to be 
hanged vp in Churches and chauncells ouer the tombes 
of great men and others, which be fo exceeding long 
as one mufl haue halfe a dayes leafure to reade one of 
them, and mufl be called away before he come halfe to 
the end, or elfe be locked into the Church by the Sex- 
ten as I my felfe was once ferued reading an Epitaph 
in a certain cathedrall Church of England. They be 
ignorant of poefie that call fuch long tales by the name 
of Epitaphes, they might better call them Elegies, as I 
faid before, and then ought neither to be engrauen nor 
hanged vp in tables. I haue feene them neuertheles 
vpon many honorable tombes of thefe late times eredt- 
ed, which doe rather difgrace then honour either the 
matter or maker. 

CHAP, XXIX. 

A certaine auncie?ii forme of poefie by which men 

did vfe to reproch their enemies. 

> frendes be a rich and ioyfull pofTeflion, fo be 
foes a continuall torment and canker to the 
minde of man, and yet there is no poffible 
meane to auoide this inconuenience, for 
the befl of vs all, and he that thinketh he 
Hues mofl blamelefle, Hues not without enemies, that 
enuy him for his good parts, or hate him for his euill. 
There be wife men, and of them the great learned man 
Plutarch tooke vpon them to perfwade the benefite 
that men receiue by their enemies, which though it 
may be true in manner of Paradoxe, yet I finde mans 
frailtie to be naturally fuch, and alwayes hath beene, 
that he cannot conceiue it in his owne cafe, nor fhew 
that patience and moderation in fuch greifs, as becom- 
meth the man perfite and accomplifht in all vertue : 
but either in deede or by word, he will feeke reuenge 
againR them that malice him, or pradlife his harmes, 
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fpecially fuch foes as oppofe themfelues to a mans 
loues. This made the auncient Poetes to inuent :i 
meane to rid the gall of all fuch Vindicatiue men : fo as 
they might be a wrecked of their >\Tong, and neuer bely 
their eneraie with flaunderous vntruthes. And this was 
done by a maner of imprecation, or as we call it by 
curfing and banning of the parties, and wifliing all euill 
to a light vpon them, and though it neuer thefooner hap- 
pened, yet was it great eafment to the boiling flomacke : 
They were called Dircc^ fuch as Virgill made ag[a]in{l 
Battarus, and Ouide againft Ibis: we Chriftians are for 
bidden to vfe fuch vncharitable fafhions, and willed to 
referre all our reuenges to God alone. 

CHAP. XXX. 
OfJIiort Epigrames called Fqfies, 

[Here be alfo other like Epigrammes that 
were fent ^'fually for new yeares giftes or 
to be Printed or put vpon their banketting 
diflics of fuger plate, or of march paines, 
and fuch other dainty meates as by the 
curtefie and cuflome eucry geft might carry from a com- 
mon fead home with him to his owne houfe, and were 
made for the nonce, they were called Nenia or apopho- 
refa, and neuer contained aboue one verfe, or two at 
the mod, but the (horter the better, we call them Po- 
fies, and do paint them now a dayes vpon the backe 
fides of ourfruite trenchers of wood, or vfe them as de- 
uifes in rings and armes and about fuch courtly pur- 
pofes. So haue we remembred and fet forth to your 
Maieflie very briefly, all the commended fourmes of the 
auncient Poefie, which we in our vulgare makings do 
imitate and vfe vnder thefe common names: enterlude, 
fong, ballade, . Carroll and ditty: borrowing them alfo 
from the French al fauing this word (fong) which is our 
naturall Saxon Englifli word. The reft, fuch as time 
and vfurpation by cullome haue allowed vs out of the 
primitiue Greeke and Latine, as Comedie, Tragedie, 
Ode, Epitaphe, Elegie, Epigramme, and other moe. 
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And we haue purpofely omitted all nice or fcholaflicall 
curiofities not meete for your Maieflies contemplation 
in this our vulgare arte, and what we haue written of 
the auncient formes of Poemes, we haue taken from the 
befl clerks writing in the fame arte. The part that 
next followeth to wit of proportion, becaufe the Greeks 
nor Latines neuer had it in vfe nor made any obfer- 
uation, no more then we doe of their feete, we may 
truly affirme, to haue bene the firfl deuifers thereof 
our felues, as dyro3/3axro/, and not to haue borrowed 
it of any other by learning or imitation, and thereby 
trufting to be holden the more excufable if any thing in 
this our labours happen either to miflike, or to come 
fhort of th'authors purpofe, becaufe commonly the firfl 
attempt in any arte or engine artificiall is amendable, 
and in time by often experiences reformed. And fo no 
doubt may this deuife of ours be, by others that fhall 
take the penne in hand after vs. 

CHAP. XXXL 

Who in any age haue bene the mojl commended writers 

in our EngUJIi Poefie^ and the Authors 

cenfure giuen vpon them, 

appeareth by fundry records of*bookcs 
both printed and written, that many of 
our countreymen haue painfully trauelled 
in this part : of whofe works fome appeare 
to be but bare tranflations, other fome 
matters of their owne inuention and very commend- 
able, whereof fome recitall fhall be made in this place, 
to th'intent chiefly that their names ihould not be de- 
frauded of fuch honour as feemeth due to them for 
hauing by their thankefull fludies fo much beautified 
our Englilh tong, as at this day it will be found our 
nation is in nothing inferiour to the French or Italian 
for copie of language, fubtiltie of deuice, good method 
and proportion in any forme of pocme, but that they 
may compare with the mod, and perchance pafTe a 
great many of them. And I will not reach aboue the 
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time of king Edward iht third, and Ric/iardiht fecond 
for any that wrote in Englifli meeter: becaufe befoje 
their times by reafon of the late Normane conqueil, 
which had brought into this Realme much alteration 
both of our langage and lawes, and there withal I a 
certain martiall barbaroufnes, whereby the fludy of all 
good learning was fo much decayd, as long time after 
no man or very few entended to write in any laudable 
fcience : fo as beyond that time there is litle or nothing 
worth commendation to be founde written in this arte. 
And thofe of the firfl age were Chaucer and Gower both 
of them as I fuppofe Knightes. After whom followed 
John Lydgate the monke of Bury, and that nameles, who 
wrote the Satyre called Piers Plowman, next him fol- 
lowed Harding the Chronicler, then in king Henry th' 
eight times Skelton^ (I wot not for what great worthines) 
fumamed the Poet Laureate In the latter end of the 
fame kings raigne fprong vp a new company of courtly 
makers, of whom Sir Thomas Wyat th'elder 2xA, Henry 
Earle of Surrey were the two chieftaines, who hauing 
trauailed into Italie, and there tafled the fweete and 
(lately meafures and flile of the Italian Poefie as nouices 
newly crept out of the fchooles of Dante Ariofte and 
Petrarch^ they greatly poUiflied our rude and homely 
maner of vulgar Poefie, from that it had bene before, 
and for that caufe may iuftly be fayd the firfl reformers 
of our Englifh meetre and ilile. In the fame time or 
not long after was the Lord Nicholas Vaux, a man of 
much facilitie in vulgar makings. Afterward in king 
Edward the fixths time came to be in reputation for 
the fame facultie Thomas Sternehold, who firfl tranflated 
into Englifh certaine Pfalmes of Dauid, and John Hoy- 
wood the Epigrammatifl who for the myrth and quick- 
neffe of his conceits more then for any good learning 
was in him came to be well benefited by the king. 
But the principall man in this profefTion at the fame 
time was Maifler Edward Ferrys a man of no lefle 
mirth and felicitie that way, but of much more skil, 
and magnificence in his meeter, and therefore wrate 
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for the mod part to the ilage, in Tragedie and fome- 
times in Comedie or Enterlude, wherein he gaue the 
king fo much good recreation, as he had thereby many 
good rewardes. In Queen es Maries time floriflied 
aboue any other Do<flour Phaer one that was well 
learned and excellently well tranflated into Englifli 
verfe Heroicall certaine bookes of Virgils y£midos. 
Since him followed Maifler Arthure Goiding, who with 
no leffe commendation turned into Englifli meetre the 
Metamorphofis of Ouide^ and that other Do6lour, who 
made the fupplement to thofe bookes of Virgils jEnd- 
doSy which Maifler Phaer left vndone. And in her 
Maieflies time that now is are fprong vp an other crew 
of Courtly makers Noble men and Gentlemen of her 
Maieflies owne feruauntes, who haue written excellently 
well as it would appeare if their doings could be found 
out and made publicke with the refl, of which number 
is firfl that noble Gentleman Edward Earle of Oxford. 
Thomas Lord of Bukhurfl, when he was young, Henry 
Lord Paget, Sir Philip Sydney ^ Sir Walter Pawleigh, 
Mafler Edward Dyar^ Maifler Fulke Greueli, Gafcon, 
Brition^ Turheruille and a great many other learned 
Gentlemen, whofe names I do not omit for enuie, but 
to auoyde tedioufnefle, and who haue deferued no 
little commendation. But of them all particularly this 
is myne opinion, that Chaucer ^ with Gower, Lidgat and 
Harding for their antiquitie ought to haue the firfl 
place, and Chaucer as the mofl renowmed of them all, 
for the much learning appeareth to be in him aboue 
any of the refl. And though many of his bookes be 
but bare tranflations out of the Latin and French, yet 
are they wel handled, as his bookes of Troilus and 
Creffeidy and the Romant of the Rofe, whereof he tran- 
flated but one halfe, the deuice was John de Mehunes 
a French Poet, the Canterbury tales were Chancers 
owne inuention as I fuppofe, and where he fheweth 
more the naturall of his pleafant wit, then in any other 
of his workes, his fimilitudes comparifons and all other 
defcriptions are fuch as can not be amended. His 
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meetre Heroicall of Troilus and Creffeid is very graue 
and (lately, keeping the (laffe of feu en, and the verfe 
of ten, his other verfes of the Canterbury tales be but 
riding ryme, neuertheleffe very well becomming the 
matter of that pleafaunt pilgrimage in which euery 
mans part is playd with much decency. Gou^er fau- 
ing for his good and graue moralities, had nothing in 
him highly to be commended, for his verfe was homely 
and without good meafure, his wordes drained much 
deale out of the French writers, his r}'me wrefted, and 
in his inuentions fmall fubtillitie : the applications of 
his moralities are the befl in him, and yet thofe many 
times very groflely bellowed, neither doih the fubflance * 
of his workes fufficiently aunfwere the fubtilitie of his 
titles. Lydgat a tranflatour onely and no deuifer of 
that which he wrate, but one that wrate in good verfe. 
Harding z. Poet Epick or Hiftoricall, handled himfelfe 
well according to the time and maner of his fubiedl. 
He that wrote the Satyr of Piers Ploughman, feemed to 
haue bene a malcontent of that time, and therefore bent 
himfelfe wholy to taxe the diforders of that age, and 
fpecially the pride of the Romane Clergy, of whofe fall 
he feemeth to be a very true Prophet, his verfe is but 
loofe meetre, and his termes hard and obfcure, fo 
as in them is litle pleafure to be taken. Skelton a 
(harpe Satiriil, but with more rayling and fcoffery then 
became a Poet Lawreat, fuch among the Greekes were 
called Pantomimic with vs Buffons, altogether applying 
their wits to Scurrillities and other ridiculous matters. 
Henry Earle of Surrey and Sir Thomas Wyaf, betweene 
whom I finde very litle difference, I repute them (as 
before) for the two chief lantemes of light to all others 
that haue fmce employed their pennes vpon Englifli 
Poefie, their conceits were loftie, their fliles llately, 
their conueyance cleanely, their termes proper, their 
meetre fweete and well proportioned, in all imitating 
very naturally and fludioufly their Mailler Francis Pe- 
irarcha. The J ^rd Vaux his commendation lyeth 
chiefly in the f .illitie of his meetre, and the aptnefle 
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of his defcriptions fuch as he taketh vpon him to make, 
namely in fundry of his Songs, wherein he Iheweth the 
counterfait adlion very liuely and pleafantly. Of the 
later fort I thinke thus. That for Tragedie, the Lord of 
Buckhuril, and Maifler Edward Ferrys for fuch doings 
as I haue fene of theirs do deferue the hyell price : 
Th'Earle of Oxford and Maifler Edwardes of her 
Maieflies Chappell for Comedy and Enterlude. For 
Eglogue and paftorall Poefie, Sir Philip Sydney and 
Maifler ChalUiitur^ and that other Gentleman who 
wrate the late fhepheardes Callender. For dittie and 
amourous Ode I finde Sir Walter Rawleyghs vayne mofl 
loftie, infolent, and pafTionate. Maifler Edward Dyar^ 
for Elegie mofl fweete, folempne and of high conceit. 
Gafcon for a good meeter and for a plentifull vayne. 
Phaer and G aiding for a learned and well corredled 
verfe, fpecially in tranilation cleare and very faithfully 
anfwering their authours intent. Others haue alfo 
written with much facillitie, but more commendably 
perchance if they had not written fo much nor fo 
popularly. But lafl in recitall and firfl in degree is the 
Queene our foueraigne Lady, whofe learned, delicate, 
noble Mufe, eafily furmounteth all the refl that haue 
written before her time or fmce, for fence, fweetneffe 
and fubtillitie, be it in Ode, Elegie, Epigram, or any 
other kinde of poeme Heroick or Lyricke, wherein it 
fhall pleafe her Maieftie to employ her penne, euen by 
as much oddes as her owne excellent eflate and degree 
exceedeth all the refl of her mofl humble vaffalls. 
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THE SECOND BOOKE, 

OF PROPORTION POETICAL 




CHAP, L 
Of Proportion PocticalL 

T is faid by fuch as profeffe the 
Mathematical! fciences, that all 
things fland by proportion, and 
that without it nothing could fland 
to be good or beautiful. The 
Docflors of our Theologie to the 
fame effe<fl, byt in other termes, 
fay : that God made the world by 
number, meafure and weight : fome for weight fay 
tune, and peraduenture better. For weight is a kind 
of meafure or of much conueniencie with it : and there- 
fore in their defcriptions be alwayes coupled together 
(Jlatica et meirica) weight and meafures. Hereupon 
it feemeth the Philofopher gathers a triple proportion, 
to wit, the Arithmeticall, the Geometricall, and the 
Muficall. And by one of thefe three is euery other 
proportion guided of the things that haue conueniencie 
by relation, as the vifible by light colour and (hadow : 
the audible by llirres, times and accents : the odorable 
by fmelles of fundiy temperaments : the taflible by 
fauours to the rate: the tangible by his obiedles in thi.«5 
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or that regard. Of all which we leaue to fpeake, 
returning to our poeticall proportion, which holdeth 
of the Mufical, becaufe as we fayd before Poefie is a 
skill to fpeake and write harmonically : and verfes or 
rime be a kind of Muficall vtterance, by reafon of a 
certaine congruitie in founds pleafmg the eare, though 
not perchance fo exquifitely as the harmonicall con- 
cents of the artificial Muficke, confilling in flrained 
tunes, as is the vocall Mufike, or that of melodious in- 
(Iruments, as Lutes, Harpes, Regals, Records and fuch 
like. And this our proportion Poeticall relleth in fiue 
points : Staffe, Meafure, Concord, Scituation and figure 
all which ihall be fpoken of in their places. 

CHAP, IL 

Cf proportion in Siaffe, 

[Taffe in our vulgare Poefie I know not why 
it fliould be fo called, vnleffe it be for that 
we vnderfland it for a bearer or fupporter 
of a fong or ballad, not vnlike the old 
weake bodie, that is flayed vp by his llaffe, 
and were not otherwife able to walke or to (land vp- 
right. The Itahan called it Stanza, as if we (hould 
fay a refling place : and if we confider well the forme 
of this Poeticall flaffe, we fhall finde it to be a certaine 
number of verfes allowed to go altogether and ioyne 
without any intermiffion, and doe or fhould finifh vp 
all the fentences of the fame with a full period, vnleffe 
it be in fom fpecial cafes, and there to flay till 
another flaffe follow of like fort : and the fhortefl 
flaffe conteineth not vnder foure verfes, nor the long- 
efl aboue ten, if it paffe that number it is rather a 
whole ditty then properly a flaffe. Alfo for the more 
part the flaues fland rather vpon the euen nomber of 
verfes then the odde, though there be of both forts. 
The firfl proportion then of a flaffe is by quadrien or 
foure verfes. The fecond of fiue verfes, and is feldome 
vfed. The third hyjizeine or fixe verfes, and is not 
only mofl vfual, but alfo very pleafant to th'eare. 
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The fourth is in feuen verfcs, and is the chiefe of our 
ancient proportions vfed by any rimer writing any tiling 
of hiftorical or graue poeme, as ye may fee in Chaucer 
and Lidgaie th'one writing the loues of Troylus and 
Creffdda^ th'other of the fall of Princes : both by them 
tranflated not deuifed. The firll [fifth?] proportion is of 
eight verles very (lately and HeroickCy and which I like 
better then that of feuen, becaufe it receaueth better 
band. The fixt is of nine verfes, rare but very graue. 
The feuenth proportion is of tenne verfes, -very (lately, 
but in many mens opinion too long : neuertheleffe of 
very good grace and much grauitie. Of eleuen and 
twelue I find none ordinary llaues vfed in any vulgar 
language, neither doth it feme well to continue any 
hiftoricall report and ballade, or other fong: but is 
a dittie of it felf, and no llaffe, yet fome moderne writerj 
haue vfed it but very feldome. Then lad of all haue 
ye a proportion to be vfed in the number of your flaues, 
as to a caroll and a ballade, to a fong, and a round, or 
virelay. For to an hiftoricall poeme no certain num- 
ber is limited, but as the matter fals out : alfo a dijlick 
or couple of verfes is not to be accompted a ftaffe, but 
femes for a continuance as we fee in Elegie, Epitaph, 
Epigramme or fuch mcetres, of plaine concord not har- 
monically entertangled, as fome other fongs of more 
delicate mufick be. 

A ftaffe of foure verfes containeth in it felfe matter 
fufficient to make a full periode or complement of 
ience, though it doc not alwayesfo,and therefore may 
go by diuifions. 

A ftaffe of fine verfes, is not much vfed becaufe he 
that can not comprehend his periode in foure verfes, 
will rather driue it into fix then leaue it in fine, for 
that the euen number is more agreable to the earc 
then the odde is. 

A ftaffe of fixe verfes, is very pleafant to the eare, 
and alfo lerueth for a greater complement then th:: in- 
feriour ftaues, which maketli him more commonly to 
be vfed. 
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A flaffe of feuen verfes, moll vfuall with our auncient 
makers, alfo the flaffe of eight, nine and ten of larger 
complement then the reft, are onely vfed by the later 
makers, and vnlcffe they go with very good bande, do 
not fo well as the inferiour ftaues. Therefore if ye 
make your ftaffe of eight, by two fowers not enter- 
tangled, it is not a huitaine or a ftaffe of eight, but two 
quadreins, fo is it in ten verfes, not being entertangled 
they be but two ftaues of fiue. 

CHAP, III, 
Of proportion in tneafure, 

eter and meafure is all one, for what the 
Greekes called ^ir^ov, the Latines call 
MenfurUj and is but the quantitie of a 
verfe, either long or fliort. This quantitie 
with them confifteth in the number of their 
feete : and with vs in the number of fillables, which are 
comprehended in euery verfe, not regarding his feete, 
otherwife then that we allow in fcanning our verfe, two 
fillables to make one fliort portion (fuppofe it a foote) 
in euery verfe. And after that fort ye may fay, we haue 
feete in our vulgare rymes, but that is improperly : for a 
foote by his fence natural! is a member of office and 
fundlion, and ferueth to three purpofes, that is to fay, 
to go, to runne, and to ftand ftill : fo as he muft be 
fometimes fwift, fometimes flow, fometirae vnegally 
marching or peraduenture fteddy. And if our feete 
Poeticall want thefe qualities it can not be fayd a foote 
in fence tranflatiue as here. And this commeth to 
paffe, by reafon of the euident motion and ftirre, which 
is perceiued in the founding of our wordes not alwayes 
egall : for fome aske longer, fome ftiorter time to be 
vttered in, and fo by the Philofophers definition, ftirre 
is the true meafure of time. The Greekes and I-atines 
becaufe their wordes hapned to be of many fillables, and 
very few of one fillable, it fell out right with them to 
conceiue and alfo to perceiue, a notable diuerfitie of 
motion and times in the pronuntiation of their wordes, 

F 
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and therefore to euery biffillabh they allowed two times, 
and to a triffiilable three times, and to twtry polifiliabie 
more, according to his qiiantitie, and their times were 
fome long, fome Ihort according as their motions were 
flow or fwift. For the found of fome (illable (layd the 
eare a great while, and others Aid away fo quickly, as 
if they had not bene pronounced, then euery fillable 
being allowed one time, either fliort or long, it fell out 
that euery trctrafdlable had foure times, euery triffiilable 
three, and the bijffillable two, by which obferuation 
euery word, not vnder that fife, as he ranne or flood in 
a verfe, was called by them a foote of fuch and fo many 
times, namely the biffillable was either of two long 
times as the fpondeus^ or two fhort, as the pirchius^ or 
of a long and a fliort as the trocheus^ or of a fliort and 
a long as the iambus : the like rule did they let vpon 
the word triffiilable^ calling him a foote of three times : 
as the daniliis of a long and two fliort : the nwlloffus 
of three long, the tribracchus of three fliort, the amphi- 
bracchus of two long and a fliort, the amphimacer of two 
fliort and a long. The word of foure flllables they 
called a foote of foure times, fome or all of them, either 
long or fliort : and yet not fo content they mounted 
higher, and becaufe their wordes ferued well thereto, 
they made feete of flxe times : but this proceeded more 
of curiofitie, then otherwife : for whatfoeuer foote pafle 
the triffiilable is compounded of his inferiour as euery 
number Arithmetical! aboue three, is compounded of 
the inferiour number as twife two make foure, but the 
three is made of one number, videl. of two and an 
vnitie. Now becaufe our naturall and primitiue lan- 
guage of the Saxon En^lijli, beares not any wordes (at 
leafl very few) of moe flllables then one (for whatfoeuer 
we fee exceede, commeth to vs by die alterations of our 
language growen vpon many conqueiles and otherwife) 
there could be no fuch obferuation of times in the found 
of our wordes, and for that caufe we could not haue the 
feete which the Greeks and Latines haue in their 
meetres : but of this flirre and motion of their deuifed 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF PROPORTION. LIB. II. 83 

feete, nothing can better Ibew the qualitie then thefe 
runners at common games, who fetting forth from the 
firll goale, one giueth the llart fpeedely and perhaps 
before he come half way to th'other goale, decayeth 
his pace, as a man weary and fainting : another is flow 
at the flart, but by amending his pace keepes euen with 
his fellow or- perchance gets before him : another one 
while gets ground, another while lofeth it again, either 
in the beginning, or middle of his race, and fo proceedes 
vnegally fometimes fwift fomtimes flow as his breath 
or forces feme him : another fort there be that plod on, 
and will neuer change their pace, whether they win or 
lofe the game : in this maner doth the Greeke daBilns 
begin flowly and keepe on fwifter till th'end, for his 
race being deuided into three parts, he fpends one, and 
that is the firll flowly, the other twaine fwiftly : the 
anapejlus his two firil parts fwiftly, his laft, flowly : the 
Moloffus fpends all three parts of his race flowly and 
^ally, Bauhius his firft, part fwiftly, and two lafl parts 
flowly. The iribrachus dl his three parts fwiftly : the 
antibacchius his two firfl partes flowly, his lafl and third 
fwiftiy : the amphimacer^ his firft. and lad part flowly 
and his middle part fwiftly : the amphibracus his firfl 
and lad parts fwiftly but his midle part flowly, and fo 
of others by like proportion. This was a pretie phan- 
tafticall obferuation of them, and yet brought their 
meetres to haue a maruelous good grace, which was in 
Greeke called pvdfj^og: whence we hauederiued this word 
ryme, but improperly and not wel becaufe we haue no 
fuch feete or times or (lirres in our meeters, by whofe 
fintpathie^ or pleafant conueniencie with th'eare, we 
could take any delight : this rithmus of theirs, is not 
therfore our rime, but a certaine muficall numerofitie in 
vtterance, and not a bare number as that of the Arith- 
metical! computation is, which therfore is not called 
rithmus but arithmiis. Take this away from them, I 
meane the running of their feete, there is nothing of 
curiofitie among them more then with vs nor yet fo 
much. 
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CHAP. Ill: [JV,] 
How many farts ofmeafures we vfe in our vulgar, 

|0 retume from rime to our meafure againe, 
it hath bene layd that according to the 
number of the fillables contained in euery 
verfe, the lame is fayd a long or (hort 
meeter, and his (horteft proportion is of 
foure fillables, and his longed of twelue, they diat vfe 
it aboue, paffe the bounds of good proportion. And 
euery meeter may be afwel in the odde as in the euen 
fillable, but better in the euen, and one verfe may be- 
gin in the euen, and another follow in the odde, and 
fo keepe a commendable proportion. The verfe that 
containeth but two filables, which may be in one word, 
is not vfuall : therefore many do deny him to be a 
verfe, faying that it is but a foot, and that a meeter 
can haue no leffe then two feete at the lead, but I 
find it otherwife afwell among the bed Italian Poets, 
as alfo with our vulgar makers, and tliat two fillables 
feme wel for a fliort meafure in the fird place, and 
midle, and end of a daffe : and alfo in diuerfe fcitua- 
tions and by fundry didances, and is very paflionate 
and of good grace, as flialbe declared more at large 
in the Chapter of proportion by fcituation. 

The next meafure is of two feete or of foure fillables, 
and then one word teirafdlahle diuided in the midded 
makes vp the whole meeter, as thus 

Reue rentlie 
Or a trifliUable and one monofillable thus. Souer- 
aine God^ or two biffillables and that is plefant thus, 
Reflore againe^ or with foure monoflillables, and that 
is bed of all thus. When I doethinke^ I finde no fauour 
in a meetre of three fillables nor in effedl in any odde, 
but they may be vfed for varietie fake, and fpecially 
being enterlaced with others the meetre of fix fillables 
is very fweete and delicate as thus. 
O God wJien I behold 
This bright heauenfo hye 
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By thine mwne hands of old 

Contriudfo cunningly. 
The meter of feuen fillables is not vfual, no more is 
that of nine and eleuen, yet if they be well compofed, 
that is, their Cefure wpll appointed, and their lad 
accent which makes the concord, they are commendable 
inough, as in this ditty where one verfe is of eight an 
other is of feuen, and in the one the accent vpon the 
lall, in the other vpon the la(l faue on[e]. 

The fmoakie fighes^ the bitter teares 

That I in vaine haue wajled 

The broken JleepeSy the 7voe andfeares 

That long in me haue lafled 

Will be my deaths all by thy guilt 

And not by my deferuing 

Since fo inconjlantly thou wilt 

Not loue butjlill be fweruing. 
And all the reafon why thefe meeters in all fillable 
are alowable is, for that the (harpe accent falles vpon 
the penuliima or lall faue one fillable of the verfe, 
which doth fo drowne the lall, as he feeraeth to palTe 
away in maner vnpronounced, and fo make the verfe 
feeme euen : but if the accent fall vpon the lall and 
leaue two flat to finilh the verfe, it will not feeme fo : 
for the odnes will more notorioufly appeare, as for ex- 
ample in the lad verfe before recited Not loue but 
JKll be fweruing, fay thus Loue it is a maruelous thing. 
Both verfes be of egall quantitie, vidz. feauen fillables 
a peece, and yet the firft feemes fhorter then the later, 
who fhewes a more odneffe then the former by reafon 
of his (harpe accent which is vpon the lall fillable, and 
makes him more audible then if he had Aid away with 
a flat accent, as the \iOx^ fwhruing. 

Your ordinarie rimers vfe very much their meafures 
in the odde as nine and eleuen, and the (harpe accent 
vpon the lad fillable, which therefore makes him go 
ill fauouredly and like a mindrels muficke. Thus 
fayd one in a meeter of eleuen very har(hly in mine 
care, whether it be for lacke of good rime or of good 
reafon, or of both I wot not. 
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Ncnv fucke childe andfleepe childe^ thy mothers owne ioy 

Her only fwcete comfort^ to drowne all annoy 

For beauty furpaffmg the azurcd skie 

I lone thee my darling, as ball of mine eye. 

This fort of compofition in the odde I like not, vn- 
leffe it be holpen by the Ccfure or by the accent as I 
fayd before. 

The meeter of eight is no leffe pleafant then that of 
fixe, and the Cefure fals iull in the middle, as this of 
the Earle of Surreyes. 

When raging loue, with extreme fayne. 

The meeter of ten fillables is very (lately and Heroi- 
call, and mud haue his Cefure fall vpon the fourth 
fiUable, and leaue fixe behinde him thus. 

I feme at eafe^ and goucrne all with woe. 

This meeter of twelue fillables the French man 
calleth a verfe Alexandrine^ and is with our modeme 
rimers mofl vfuall: with the auncient makers it was 
not fo. For before Sir Thomas Wiats time they were 
not vfed in our vulgar, they be for graue and llately 
matters fitter than for any other ditty of pleafure. 
Some makers write in verfes of foureteene fillables, 
giuing the Cefure at the firil eight, which proportion 
is tedious, for the length of the verfe kepeth the eare 
too long from his delight, which is to heare the cadence 
or the tuneable accent in the ende of the verfe. Neuer- 
theleffe that of twelue if his Cefure be iull in the 
middle, and that ye fuffer him to runne at full length, 
and do not as the common rimers do, or their Printer 
for fparing of paper, cut them of in the middeft, 
wherin they make in two verfes but halfe rime. They 
do very wel as wrote the Earle of Surrey tranflating the 
booke of the preacher. 

Salomon Dauidsfonne, king of lerufalem. 

This verfe is very good Alexandrine, but perchaunce 
woulde haue founded more mufically, if the firll word 
had bene a diflfillable, or two monofillables and not a 
trifllllable : hauing this fharpe accent vppon the Afite- 
penultima as it hath, by which occafion it runnes like a 
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Dailill, and carries the two later fiUables away fo 
fpeedily as it feemes but one foote in our vulgar mea- 
fure, and by that meanes makes the verfe feerae but 
of eleuen fillables, which odnefle is nothing pleafant 
to the eare. ludge fome body whether it would haue 
done better (if it might) haue bene fayd thus, 

Robbham Dauids fonne king of lerufalem. 
Letting the fharpe accent fall vpon bo^ or thus 

Rejlbre king Dduids fbnne vtitb Jeriifalem 
For now the (harpe accent falles vpon bo, and fo doth 
it vpon the lall in rejlbre, which was not in th'other 
verfe. But becaufe we haue feemed to make mention 
of Cefure, and to appoint his place in euery meafure, 
it fliall not be amiffe to fay fomewhat more of it, and 
alfo of fuch paufes as are vfed in vtterance, and what 
commoditie or delecflation they bring either to the 
fpeakers or to the hearers. 

CHAP, IIIL [K] 
Of CeJ'ure. 

|Here is no greater difference betwixt a ciuill 
and brutifh vtteraunce then cleare diftinc- 
tion of voices : and the moll laudable lan- 
guages are alwaies mod plaine and dif- 
tin6l, and the barbarous mod confufe and 
indiflindl: it is therefore requifit that leafure be taken 
in pronuntiation, fuch as may make our wordes plaine 
and mofl audible and agreable to the eare : alfo the 
breath aiketh to be now and then releeued with forae 
paufe or (lay more or leffe: befides that the very nature 
of fpeach (becaufe it goeth by claufes of feuerall con- 
llru6lion and fence) requireth fome fpace betwixt them 
with intermiflion of found, to th'end they may not 
huddle one vpon another fo rudly and fo fad that th' 
eare may not perceiue their difference. For thefe re- 
fpedles the auncient reformers of language, inuented, 
three maner of paufes, one of leffe leafure then another, 
and fuch feuerall intermiffions of found to feme (befides 
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eafment to the breath) for a treble di(lin6lion of fent- 
ences or parts of fpeach, as they happened to be more 
or leffe perfecSt in fence. The fhortefl paufe or inter- 
miflion they called comma as who would fay a peece of 
a fpeach cut of. The fecond they called colon, not a 
peece but as it were a member for his larger length, 
becaufe it occupied twife as much time as the comma. 
The third they called periodus, for a complement or 
full paufe, and as a reiling place and perfection of fo 
much former fpeach as had bene vttered, and from 
whence they needed not to paiTe any furtlier vnles it 
were to renew more matter to enlarge the tale. This 
cannot be better reprefented then by example of thefe 
common trauailers by the hie ways, where they feeme 
to allow themfelues three miner of flaies or eafements : 
one a horfebacke calling perchaunce for a cup of beerc 
or wine, and hauing dronken it vp rides away and 
neuer lights: about noone he commeth to his Inne, 
and there baites him felfe and hishorfe anhoureormore: 
at night when he can conueniently trauaile no further, 
he taketh vp his lodging, and rells him felfe till the 
morrow: from whence he followeth the courfe of a 
further voyage, if his bufmeffe be fuch. Euen fo our 
Poet when he hath made one verfe, hath as it were 
finifhed one dayes ioumey, and the while eafeth him 
felfe with one baite at the lead, which is a Comma or 
Cefure in the mid way, if the verfe be euen and not 
odde, othei-wife in fome other place, and not iull in the 
middle. If there be no Cefure at all, and the verfe 
long, the leflfe is the makers skill and hearers delight 
Therefore in a verfe of twelue fillables the Cefure ought 
to fall right vpon the fixt fiUable: in a verfe of eleuen 
vpon the fixt alfo leauing fine to follow. In a verfe of 
ten vpon the fourth, leauing fixe to follow. In a verfe 
of nine vpon the fourth, leauing fiue to follow. In a 
verfe of eight iull in the middell, that is, vpon the 
fourth. In a verfe of feauen, either vpon the fourth or 
none at all, the meeter very ill brooking any paufe. In 
a verfe of fixe fillables and Mider is needefull no Cefure 
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at all, becaufe the breath asketh no reliefe: yet if ye 
giue any Comma^ it is to make diflindlion of fenfe more 
then for any thing elfe : and fuch Cefure mud neuer be 
made in the middeft of any word, if it be well appointed. 
So may you fee that the vfe of thefe pawfes or diftinc- 
tions is not generally with the vulgar Poet as it is with 
the Profe writer becaufe the Poetes cheife Muficke 
lying in his rime or Concorde to heare the Simphonie, 
he maketh all the hafl he can to be at an end of his 
verfe, and delights not in many ilayes by the way, and 
therefore giueth but one Cefure to any verfe : and thus 
much for the founding of a meetre. NeuerthelefTe he 
may vfe in any verfe both his comma, colon, and inier- 
rogatitu point, as well as in profe. But our auncient 
rymers, as Chaucer, Lydgate and others, vfed thefe 
Cefures either very feldome, or not at all, or elfe very 
licentioufly, and many times made their meetres (they 
called them riding ryme) of fuch vnfhapely wordes as 
would allow no conuenient Cefure, and therefore did 
let their rymes runne out at length, and neuer (layd 
till they came to the end : which maner though it were 
not to be mifliked in fome fort of meetre, yet in euery 
long verie the Cefure ought to be kept precifely, if it 
were but to feme as a law to corredl the licentiouf- 
neffe of rymers, befides that it pleafeth the eare better, 
and (heweth more cunning in the maker by following 
the rule of his reftraint. For a rymer that will be tyed 
to no rules at all, but range as he lift, may eafily vtter 
what he will: but fuch maner of Poefie is called in our 
vulgar, ryme dogrell, with which rebuke we will in no 
cafe our maker (hould be touched. Therfore before 
all other things let his ryme and Concordes be true, 
cleare and audible with no lefle delight, then almoft 
the ftra3med note of a Muficians mouth, and not darke 
or wrenched by wrong writing as many doe to patch 
vp their meetres, and fo follow in their arte neither 
rule, reafon nor ryme. Much more might be fayd for 
the vfe of your three paufes, comma, colon, and periode, 
for perchance it be not all a matter to vfe many com- 
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tnaSj and few, nor colons likewile, or long or fliort pai- 
odes, for it is diuerfly vfed, by diuers good writers. But 
becaufe it apperteineth more to the oratour or writer in 
profe then in verfe, I will fay no more in it, then thus, 
that they be vfed for a commodious and fenfible dif- 
tindlion of claufes in profe, fmce euery verfe is as it 
were a claufe of it felfe, and limited with a Cefure 
howfoeuer the fence beare, perfe<5l or imperfe6l, which 
difference is obferuable betwixt the profe and the 
meeter. 

CHAP. V, [F/.] 
Of Proportion in Concord, called Symphonic or rime, 

jEcaufe we vfe the word rime (though by 
maner of abufion) yet to helpe that fault 
againe we apply it in our vulgar Poefie 
another way very coramendably and curi- 
oufly. For wanting the currantnelTe of 
the Greeke and Latine feete, in (lead thereof we make 
in th' ends of our verfes a certaine tunable found : 
which anon after with another verfe reafonably diflant 
we accord together in the lafl fall or cadence : the 
eare taking pleafure to heare the like tune reported, 
and to feele his returne. And for this purpofe feme 
the monofillables of our Englifh Saxons excellently well, 
becaufe they do naturally and indifferently receiue any 
accent, and in them if they finifh the verfe, refleth the 
fhrill accent of necefTitie, and fo doth it not in the lafl 
of euery biJJillahU, nor of euery polifillable word : but 
to the purpofe, ryme is a borrowed word from the 
Greeks by the Latines and French, from them by vs 
Saxon angles, and by abufion as hath bene fayd, and 
therefore it fhall not do amiffe to tell what this rithmos 
was with the Greekes, for what is it with vs hath bene 
already fayd. There is an accomptable number which we 
call arithnieticall ( arithmos)zst one, two, three. There is 
alfo a muficall or audible number, fafhioned by llirring 
of tunes and their fundry times in the vtterance of our 
wordes, as when the voice goeth high or low, or fharpe or 
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flat, or fwift or flow: and this is called rithmos or 
numerofitie, that is to fay, a certaine flowing vtteraunce 
by flipper words and fiUables, fuch as the toung eafily 
vtters, and the eare with pleafure receiueth, and which 
flowing of wordes with much volubilitie fmoothly pro- 
ceeding from the mouth is in fome fort fiarmonicall zxudi 
breedeth to th'eare a great compaflion. This point 
grew by the fmooth and delicate running of their 
feete, which we haue not in our vulgare, though we vfe 
as much as may be the mofl, flowing words and flippery 
fiUables, that we can picke out : yet do not we call 
that by the name of ryme, as the Greekes did : but do 
giue the name of ryme onely to our Concordes, or 
tunable confentes in the latter end of our verfes, and 
which Concordes the Greekes nor Latines neuer vfed 
in their Poefie till by the barbarous fouldiers out of the 
campe, it was brought into the Court and thence to the 
fchoole, as hath bene before remembred : and yet the 
Greekes and Latines both vfed a maner of fpeach, by 
claufesof like termination, which they called o/j^otoTsXturov, 
and was the neareft that they approched to our ryme : 
but is not our right concord : fo as we in abufmg 
this terme (ryme) be neuerthelefle excufable applying 
it to another point in Poefie no lefle curious then their 
rithme or numerofitie which in deede pafled the whole 
verfe throughout, whereas our Concordes keepe but the 
latter end of euery verfe, or perchaunce the middle 
and the end in meetres that be long. 

CHAP, VL [FI/.] 
Of accent^ time and Jlif perceiued euidently in the 
distinHion of mans voice, and which makes 
the flowing of a meeter. 
|Owe becaufe we haue fpoken of accent, 
time and fl^irre or motion in wordes, we 
will fet you downe more at large what they 
be. The auncient Greekes and Latines 
by reafon their fpeech fell out originally 
to be fafliioned with words of many fiUables for the 
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mod part, it was of neceffity that they could not vtter 
euery fiUable with one like and egall founde, nor in like 
fpace of time, nor with like motion or agility: but that 
one mull be more fuddenly and quickely forfaken, or 
longer pawfed vpon then another : or founded with a 
higher note and clearer voyce then another, and of 
neceffitie this diuerfitie of found, mull fall either vpon 
the lad fiUable, or vpon the la(l faue one, or vpon the 
third and could not reach higher to make any notable 
difference, it caufed them to giue vnto three different 
founds, three feuerall names : to that which was highefl 
Hft vp and mofl eleuate or (hrillefl in the eare, they 
gaue the name of the fharpe accent, to the lowed and 
mod bafe becaufe it feemed to fall downe rather then 
to rife vp, they gaue the name of the heauy accent, 
and that other which feemed in part to lift vp and in 
part to fall downe, they called the circumflex, or com- 
pad accent : and if new termes were not odious, we 
might very properly call him the (windabout) for fo is 
the Greek word. Then bycaufe euery thing that by 
nature fals down is faid heauy, and whatfoeuer natur- 
ally mounts vpward is faid light, it gaue occafion to 
fay that there were diuerfities in the motion of the 
voice, as fwift and flow, which motion alfo prefuppofes 
time, bycaufe time is mmfura motusy by. the Philofo- 
pher : fo haue you the caufes of their primitiue inuen- 
tion and vfe in our arte of Poefie, all this by good ob- 
feruation we may perceiue in our vulgar wordes if they 
be of mo fiUables then one, but fpecially if they be 
trtfflilabies, as for example in thefe wordes \aifitudA and 
[/leauineffe] the fliarpe accent falles vpon [tf/] and [//<?] 
which be the aniepenultimaes : the other two fall away 
fpeedily as if they were fcarfe founded in this triffilabk 
\Jorfaken\ the fliarp accent fals vpon \fd\ which is the 
pmultima^ and in tlie other two is heauie and obfcure. 
Againe in thefe biffillables^ endure, vnfurCy demure: af- 
pire, defire, retire, your diarpe accent falles vpon the 
lad fiUable : but in words monofiUahle which be for the 
more part our naturall Saxon Englifh, the accent is in- 
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different, and may be vfed for fharp or flat and heauy 
at our pleafure. I lay Saxon Englifh, for our Normane 
Englifli alloweth vs veiy many biffiilabks, and alfo 
trijjillables as, reuercncey diligence^ amorous^ defiraus, and 
fuch like. 

CHAF. VII. [VIII] 

Of your Cadences by which your meeter is made Sym- 

phonicaJl when they befweetejl and mojl 

fokmne in a verfe. 

the fraoothneffe of your words and fillables. 
running vpon feete of fundrie quantities, 
make with the Greekes and Latines the 
body of their verfes numerous or Rithrai- 
call, fo in our vulgar Poefie, and of all 
other nations at this day, your verfes anfwering eche 
other by couples, or at larger dillances in good \cad- 
ena] is it that maketh your meeter fymphonicall. This 
cadence is the fal of a verfe in euery lail word with a 
certaine tunable found which being matched with an- 
other of like found, do make a Jconcof'd.] And the 
whole cadence is contained fometime in one fiUable, 
fometime in two, or in three at tlie moll : for aboue 
the aniepentdtima there reacheth no accent (which is 
chiefe caufe of the cadence) vnleffe it be by vfurpation 
in fome Englilh words, to which we giue a Iharpe accent 
vpon the fourth as, Honorable^ mdtrimonie, pdtrimonie, 
miferable, and fuch other as would neither make a 
fweete cadence, nor ealily find any word of like quan- 
titie to match them. And the accented fillable with 
all the rell vnder him make the cadence, and no fillable 
aboue, as in thefe words, Agillitie^ fadllitie^ fubieHiony 
dirkBion^ and thefe bilTilables, Tender^ /lender^ trujiie^ 
iajlie, but alwayes the cadence which falleth vpon the 
Isdd fillable of a verfe is fweetell and mod commendable ; 
that vpon thtpenuitima more light, and not fo pleafant: 
but falling vpon the antepenidtima is moll vnpleafant 
of all, becaufe they make your meeter too light and 
triuiall, and are fitter for the Epigrammatill or Comicall 
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Poet then for the Lyrick and Elegiack, which are ac- 
compted the fweeter Mufickes. But though we haue 
fayd that (to make good concord) your feuerall verfes 
fliould haue their cadences like, yet mull there be fome 
difference in their orthographie, though not in their 
found, as if one cadence be [con^rahie] the next [re- 
Jlraifie\ or one \<ifpire\ another \rejpire\ this maketh no 
good concord, becaufe they are all one, but if ye will 
exchange both thefe confonants of the accented fillable, 
or voyde but one of them away, then will your cadences 
be good and your concord to, as to fay, refiraine^ re- 
fraine^ remaiiie : afpire^ defire, retire : which rule neuer- 
theleffe is not well obferued by many makers for lacke 
of good iudgement and delicate eare. And this may 
fuffife to (hew the vfe and nature of your cadences, 
which are in effecfl all the fweetneffe and cunning in 
our vulgar Poefie. 

CHAP, VIIL [/X] 

How the good maker will not icrench Ms word to helpe 

his riffle^ either hy falfifying his accent ^ or by vntrtu 

orthographie, 

[Ow there can not be in a maker a fowler 
fault, then to falfifie his accent to feme his 
cadence, or "by vntrue orthographie to 
wrench his words to helpe his rime, for it 
is a figne that fuch a maker is not copious 
in his owne language, or (as they are wont to fay) not 
halfe his crafts maifter: as for example, if one fhould 
rime to this word \RcJiore\ he may not match him with 
\Doore\ or \Poore\ for neither of both are of like ter- 
minant, either by good orthography or in naturall 
found, therfore fuch rime is drained, fo is it to this 
word \Rani\ to fay \canie\ or to \Beane\ [Z>en'] for they 
found not nor be written a like, and many other like 
cadences which were fuperfluous to recite, and are 
vfuall with rude rimers who obferue not precifely the 
rules of Ipro/odie] neuertlielefle in all fuch cafes (if 
neceflitie conftrained) it is fomewhat more tollerable 
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to help the rime by falfe orthographic, then to leaue 
an vnplefant diffonance to the eare, by keeping trewe 
orthographic and loofing the rime, as for example it is 
better to rime [Dore] with [I^e/iore] then in his truer 
orthographic, which is [Doore] and to this word {De- 
fire] to fay [Fier] then fyre though it be othcrwife better 
written yFr^. For fmce the cheife grace of our vulgar 
Poefie confillcth in the Symphonic, as hath bene already 
(ayd, our maker mull not be too licentious in his con- 
cords, but fee that they go euen, iuft and melodious in 
the eare, and right fo in the numerofitie or cun-ant- 
neffe of the whole body of his verfe, and in euery other 
of his proportions. For a licentious maker is in truth 
but a bungler and not a Poet. Such men were in effedl 
the moil part of all your old rimers and fpecially Gotver, 
who to make vp his rime would for the mod part write 
his terminant fillable with falfe orthographic, and many 
times not llicke to put in a plaine French word for an 
Enghfh, and fo by your leaue do many of our common 
rimers at this day : as he that by all likelyhood, hauing 
no word at hand to rime to this word \ioy\ he made his 
other verfe ende in \J^oy\ faying very impudently thus, 
O mightie Lord ofloue, dame Venus onely ioy 
Who art the highcjl God of any heauenly Roy» 
Which word was neuer yet receiued in our language 
for an Englilh word. Such extreme licentioufneiTe is 
vtterly to be baniflied from our fchoole, and better it 
might haue bene borne with in old riming writers, by- 
caufe they lined in a barbarous age, and were graue 
morall men but very homely Poets, fuch alfo as made 
mod of their workes by tranflation out of the Latine 
and French toung,and few or none of their owne engine 
as may eafely be knowen to them that lift to looke vp- 
on the Poemes of both languages. 

Finally as ye may ryme with wordes of all fortes, be 
they of many fillables or few, fo neuerthelelTe is there a 
choife by which to make your cadence (before remcm- 
bred) mod commendable, for fome wordes of exceed- 
ing great length, which haue bene fetched from the 
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Latine inkhome or borrowed of llrangers, the vfe of 
them in ryme is nothing pleafant, fauing perchaunce to 
the common people, who reioyfe much to be at playes 
and enterludes, and befides their naturall ignoraunce, 
haue at all fuch times their eares fo attentiue to the 
matter, and their eyes vpon the ftiewes of the ftage, 
that they take little heede to the cunning of the rime, 
and therefore be as well latisfied with that which is 
grofle, as with any other finer and more delicate. 

CHAP, IX, [X.] 
Of Concorde in long and Jhort meafures^ and by neare or 
farre dijiaunces, and which of them is mofl commendable, 

|Vt this ye mull obferue withall, that bycaufe 
your Concordes containe the chief part of 
Muficke in your meetre, their diftaunces 
may not be too wide or farre afunder, left 
th'eare (liould loofe the tune, and be de- 
frauded of his delight, ^nd whenfoeuer ye fee any maker 
vfe lai^e and extraordinary diftaunces, ye muft thinke 
he doth intende to fhew himfelfe more artificiall then 
popular, and yet therein is not to be difcommended, 
for refpedls that ftialbe remembred in fome other place 
of this booke. 

Note alfo that rime or Concorde is not commendably 
vfed both in the end and middle of a verfe, vnlefTe it 
be in toyes and trifling Poefies, for it fheweth a certaine 
lightnefle either of the matter or. of the makers head, 
albeit thefe common rimers vfe it much, for as I fayd 
before, hke as the Symphonie in a verfe of great length, 
is (as it were) loft by looking after him, and yet may 
the meetre be very graue and ftately: fo on the other 
fide doth the ouer bufie and too fpeedy retume of one 
meaner of tune, too much annoy and as it were glut the 
eare, vnleffe it be in fmall and popular Mufickes fong 
by thefe Cantabanqui vpon benches and barrels heads 
where they haue none other audience then boys or 
countrey fellowes that paffe by them in the ftreete, or 
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elfe by blind harpers or fuch like taueme minftrels that 
glue a fit of mirth for a groat, and their matters being 
for the moil part (lories of old time, as the tale of Sir 
Tapas^ the reportes of Beuis of Southampton^ Guy of 
Warwicke, Adam Belly and Clymme of the Clough and 
fudi other old Romances or hiftoricall rimes, made 
purpofely for recreation of the common people at 
Chriflmaffe diners and brideales, and in tauemes and 
alehoufes and fuch other places of bafe refort, alfo they 
be vfed in Carols and rounds and fuch light or lafciui- 
ous Poemes, whicli are commonly more commodioully 
vttered by thefe buffons or vices in playes then by any 
other perfon. Such were the rimes of Skdtop (vfurping 
the name of a Poet Laureat) being in deede but a rude 
rayling rimer and all his doings ridiculous, he vfed both 
fliort diflaunces and fliort meafures pleafmg onely the 
popular eare: in our courtly maker we banilh them 
vtterly. Now alfo haue ye in euery fong or ditty Con- 
corde by compaffe and concorde entertangled and a 
raixt of both, what that is and how they be vfed flialbe 
declared in the chapter of proportion hyfcituation, 

CHAR X. [XL] 
Of proportion byfituation, 

|His proportion confiileth in placing of euery 
verfe in a (laffe or ditty by fuch reafonable 
diflaunces, as may bed ferue the eare for 
delight, and alfo to fhew the Poets art and 
variety of Mufick, and the proportion is 
double. One by marihalling the meetres, and limiting 
their diflaunces hauing regard to the rime or concorde 
how they go and retume : another by placing euery 
verfe, hauing a regard to his meafure and quantitie 
onely, and not to his concorde as to fet one fliort 
meetre to three long, or foure fliort and two long, or a 
(hort meafure and a long, or of diuers lengthes with 
relation one to another, which maner of Situation, euen 
without refpedl of the rime, doth alter the nature of 

G 
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the Poefie, and make it either lighter or graiier, or 
more merry, or mournful!, and many wayes paflionate 
to the eare and hart of the hearer, feeming for this 
point that our maker by his meafures and Concordes 
of fundry proportions doth count erfait the harmonicall 
tunes of the vocall and inftrumentall Mufickes. As 
the Doricn becaufe his falls, fallyes and compaffe be 
diuers from thofe of the F/irigien, the Phri^m likewife 
from the Lydieu^ and all three from the Eoiien, MioH- 
dien and Jonicn^ mounting and falling from note to 
note fuch as be to them peculiar, and with more or 
lefTe leafure or precipation. Euen fo by diuerfitie of 
placing and fcituation of your meafures and concords, 
a fhort with a long, and by narrow or wide diflances, or 
thicker or thinner bellowing of them your proportions 
differ, and breedeth a variable and flrange harmonie 
not onely in the eare, but alfo in the conceit of them 
that heare it : whereof this may be an ocular example. 



;B 



Scituation in 
Concord Meafure 



Where ye fee the concord or rime in the third dif- 
tance, and the meafure in the fourth, fixth or fecond 
diflaunces, whereof ye may deuife as many other as ye 
lift, fo the ftaffe be able to beare it. And I fet you 
downe an occular example : becaufe )'e may the 
better conceiue it. Likewife it fo falleth out moft 
times your occular proportion doeth declare the nature 
of the audible : for if it pleafe the eare well, the fame 
reprefented by delineation to the view pleafeth the eye 
well and ^ conuerfo : and this is by a naturally?w/tf///i^, 
betweene the eare and the eye, and betweene tunes 
and colours, even as there is the like betweene the 
other fences and their obiedls of which it apperteineth 
not here to fpeake. Now for the diftances vfually 
obfenied in our vulgar Poefie, they be in the firft fecond 
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third and fourth verfe, or if the verfe be very fhort in 
the lift and fixt and in fome maner of Mufickes farre 
aboue. 

And the firft diftance for the niofl part goeth all by 
dijlick or couples of verfes agreeing in one cadence, and 
do paffe fo fpeedily away and fo often retume agayne, 
as their tunes are neuer loll, nor out of the eare, one 
couple fupplying another fo nye and fo fuddenly, and 
this is the mod vulgar proportion of diftance _ 
or fituation, fuch as vfed Chaucer in his Can- ■ 3 
terbury tales, and Govver in all his workes. - "^ 

Second diftance is, when ye pafle ouer one verfe,anJ 

ioyne the firft and the third, and fo continue v 

on till an other like diftance fall in, and this "^ 

is alfo vfuall and common, as -^ 

Third diftaunce is, when your rime falleth vpon the 
firft and fourth verfe ouerleaping two, this 
maner is not fo common but pleafant and j 

allowable inough. 

In which cafe the two verfes ye leaue out are ready 
to receiue their Concordes by the fame diftaunce or any 
other ye like better. The fourth diftaunce is by ouer- 
skipping three verfes and lighting vpon the fift, this 
maner is rare and more artificiall then popular, vnlefle 
it be in fome fpeciall cafe, as when 

the meetres be fo little and ftiort — - -^ ;■ 

as they make no ftiew of any great ^ J * 

delay before they returne, ye ftiall J ^^^l 

haue example of both. 

And thefe ten litle meeters make but one Exametcr 
at length. 

There be larger diftances alfo, as when 
the firftconcord falleth vpon the fixt verfe, 
and is very pleafant if they be ioyned with 
other diftances not fo large, as 

There be alfo, of the feuenth, eight, tenth, and 
twe[l]fth diftance, but then they may not go thicke, 
but two or three fuch diftances feme to proportion a 
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whole fong, and all betweene 
mufl be of other leffe diilances, 
and thefe wide diftaunces ferue 
for coupling of flaues, or for 
to declare high and paflTionate 
or graue matter, and alfo for 
art : Petrarch hath giuen vs 
examples hereof in his Can- 
zonij and we by lines of fun- 
dry lengths and diflances as fol- 
loweth, 

And all that can be obieifled againft this wide dif- 
tance is to fay that the eare by loofmg his concord is 
not fatisfied. So is in deede the rude and popular eare 
but not the learned, and therefore the Poet mufl know 
tpwhofe eare he makethhis rime, and accommodate him- 
lelfe thereto, and not giue fuch muficke to the rude and 
barbarous, as he would to the learned and delicate eare. 

There is another fort of proportion vfed by Petrarche 
called the Seizino, not riming as other fongs do, but 
by chufmg fixe wordes out of which all the whole 

dittie is made, euery of thofe fixe com- ^^ 

mencing and ending his verfe by c 5 

courfe, which reflraint to make the dittie ^ \ 

fenfible will try the makers cunning, as c - - 3 

thus. 

Befides all this there is in Situation of the concords 
two other points, one that it go by plaine and cleere 
compaffe not intangled : another by enterweauing one 
with another by knots, or as it were by band, which 
is more or leffe bufie and curious, all as the maker will 
double or redouble his rime or concords, and fet his 
diflances farre or nigh, of all which I will giue you 
ocular examples, as thus. 

Concord in 



Plaine compaffe =5) =| Entertangle. 
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And firfl in a Quadreine there are but two propor- 

-— %. ^ ^ tions, for foure verfes in 

D) ' j this lad fort coupled, are 

— _-* but two Dijlicks^ and not 

a ftaffe quadreine or of foure. 

The ftaffe of fiue hath feuen proportions as, 

whereof fome of them be harfher and vnpleafaunter to 
the eare then other fome be. 

The Sixaine or flaffe of fixe hath ten proportions, 
wherof fome be vfuall, fome not vfuall, and not fo 
fweet one as another. 

The ftaffe of feuen verfes hath feuen proportions, 
whereof one onely is the vfuall of our vulgar, and 
kept by our old Poets Chaucer and other in their 
hiftoricall reports and other ditties : as in the laft part 
of them that follow next. 

The huitain or ftaffe of eight verfes, hath eight pro- 
portions fuch as the former ftaffe, and becaufe he is 
longer, he hath one more than i\\Q fettaine. 

The ftaffe of nine verfes hath yet moe then the 
eight, and the ftaffe of ten more then the ninth and 
the twelfth, if fuch were allowable in ditties, more 
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then any of them all, by reafon of his largeneffe re- 
ceiuing moe compaffes and enten^-eauings, alwayes 
confidered that the very large diflances be more arti- 
ficial!, then popularly pleafant, and yet do giue great 
grace and grauitie, and moue paflion and afFedlions 
more vehemently, as it is well to be obferued by 
Pdrarcha his CanzouL 

Now ye may perceiue by thefe proportions before 
defcribcd, that there is a band to be giuen euery verfe 
in a llaffe, fo as none fall out alone or vncoupled, and 
this band maketh that the flafFe is fayd fail and not 
loofe : euen as ye fee in buildings of flone or bricke 
the mafon giueth a band, that is a length to two 
breadths, and vpon neceflitie diuers other forts of 
bands to hold in the worke fall and maintaine the 
peipendicularitie of the wall : fo in any (laffe of feuen 
or eight or more verfes, the coupling of the moe 
meeters by rime or concord, is the faller band : the 
fewer the loofer band, and therfore in a huitdne he 
that putteth foure verfes in one concord and foure in 
another concord, and in a dizaine fiue, Iheweth him 
felfe more cunning, and alfo more copious in his owne 
language. For he that can find two words of con- 
cord, can not find foure or fiue or fixe, vnleffe he haue 
his owne language at will. Sometime alfo ye are 
driuen of neceflitie to clofe and make band more 
then ye would, left otherwife the ftaffe fhould fall 
afunder and feeme two ftaues : and this is in a ftaffe 
of eight and ten verfes : whereas without a band in 
the middle, it would feeme two quadrims or two quin- 
taifteSj which is an error that many makers Aide away 
with. Yet Chaucer and others in the ftaffe of feuen 
and fixe do almoft as much a mifTe, for they (hut vp 
the ftaffe with a dijlicke^ concording with none other 
verfe that went before, and maketh but a loofe rime, 
and yet bycaufe of the double cadence in the laft two 
verfes feme the eare well inough. And as there is in 
euery ftafie, band, giuen to the verfes by concord 
more or lefle bufie : fo is there in fome cafes a band 
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giuen to euery flaffe, and that is by one whole verfe 
running alone throughout the ditty or ballade, either 
in the middle or end of euery (laffe. The Greekes 
called fuch vncoupled verfe Epimoniey the Latines 
Verfus intercalaris. Now touching the fituation of 
meafures, there are as manie or more proportions of 
them which I referre to the makers phantafie and 
choife, contented with two or three ocular examples 
and no raoe. 




Which maner of proportion by fituation of meafures 
giueth more efficacie to the matter oftentimes then 
the concords them felues, and both proportions con- 
curring together as they needes mufl, it is of much 
more beautie and force to the hearers mind. 

To finifh the learning of this diuifion, I will fet you 
downe one example of a dittie written extempore with 
this deuife, (hewing not onely much promptneffe of 
wit in the maker, but alfo great arte and a notable 
memorie. Make me faith this writer to one of the 
companie, fo many flrokes or lines with your pen as 
ye would haue your fong containe verfes : and let 
euery line beare his feuerall length, euen as ye would 
haue your verfe of meafure. Suppofe of foure, fiue, 
fixe or eight or more fillables, and fet a figure of 
euerie number at th'end of the line, whereby ye may 
knowe his meafure. Then where you will haue your 
rime or concord to fall, marke it with a compafl flroke 
or femicircle pafling ouer thofe lines, be they farre or 
neare in diftance, as ye haue feene before defcribed. 
And bycaufe ye fhall not thinke the maker hath pre- 
meditated beforehand any fuch fafhioned ditty, do ye 
your felfe make one verfe whether it be of perfecSl or 
imperfedl fenfe, and giue it him for a theamc to 
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make all the reft vpon : if ye (hall perceiue the maker 
do keepe the meafures and rime as ye haue appointed 
him, and befides do make his dittie fenfible and en- 
fuant to the firft verfe in good reafon, then may ye 
fay he is his crafts maifter. For if he were not of a 
plentiful difcourfe, he could not vpon the fudden 
ihape an entire dittie vpon your imperfedl theame or 
proportion in one verfe. And if he were not copious 
in his language, he could not haue fuch ftore of wordes 
at commaundement, as (hould fupply your concords. 
And if he were not of a maruelous good memory he 
could not obferue the rime and meafures after the 
diftances of your limitation, keeping with all grauitie 
and good fenfe in the whole dittie. 

CHAP. XL [X//.] 
Of Proportion in figure, 

lOur laft proportion is that of figure, fo called 
for that it yelds an ocular reprefentation, 
your meeters being by good f3niimetrie 
reduced into certaine Geometricall figures, 
whereby the maker is reftrained to keepe 
him within his bounds, and iheweth not onely more 
art, but ferueth alfo much better for briefeneffe and 
fubtiltie of deuice. And for the fame refpedl are alfo 
fitteft for the pretie amourets in Court to entertainc 
their feruants and the time withall, their delicate wits 
requiring fome commendable exercife to keepe them 
from idleneffe. I find not of this proportion vfed by 
any of the Greeke or Latine Poets, or in any vulgar 
writer, fauing of that one forme which they cal Ana- 
creens egge. But being in Italie conuerfant with a cer- 
taine gentleman, who had long trauailed the Orientall 
parts of the world, and feenc the Courts of the great 
Princes of China and Tartaric. I being very inquifi- 
tiue to know of the fubtillities of thofe countreyes, 
and efpecially in matter of learning and of their vulgar 
Poefie, he told me that they are in all ttieir inuentions 
moft wittie, and haue the vfe of Poefie or riming, but 
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do not delight fo much as we do in long tedious de- 
fcriptions, and therefore when they will vtter any pretie 
conceit, they reduce it into metricall feet, and put it 
in forme of a Lozange or fquare, or fuch other figure, 
and fo engrauen in gold, filuer or iuorie, and fome- 
times with letters of ametifl, nibie, emeralde or topas 
curioufely cemented and peeced together, they fende 
them in chaines, bracelets, collars and girdles to their 
miftreffes to weare for a remembrance. Some fewe 
meafures compofed in this fort this gentleman gaue 
me, which I tranflated word for word and as neere as 
I could followed both the phrafe and the figure, which 
is fomewhat hard to performe, becaufe of the reftraint 
of the figure from which ye may not digreffe. At the 
beginning they wil feeme nothing pleafant to an Englilh 
eare, but time and vfage wil make them acceptable 
inough, as it doth in all other new guifes, be it for wear- 
ing of apparell or otherwife. The formes of your Geo- 
metrical! figures be hereunder reprefented. 



The Lozange 
caUed Rombus 



The Fuzie or 
rpindle, called 
Romboides 



The Tri- 
angle, or 
Tricquet 



The Square or 
quadrangle 




ThePillafter, 
or Cillinder 



The Spire or 
taper, called 
piramis 



The Rondel 
or Sphere 



The egge or 
figure ouall 
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The Tricquet 
reuerfl 



The Tricquet 
difplayecl 



The Taper The Rondel 
reuerfed difplayed 





The Lozange 
reuerfed 



The egije 
difplayed 



The Lozange 
rabbated 





Of the Lozaftge, 

The Lozange is a mod beautifull figure, and fit for 
this purpofe, being in his kind a quadrangle reuerfl, 
with his point vpward like to a quarrell of glaffe the 
Greekes and Latines both call it Rombiis which may 
be the cau(e as I fuppofe why they alfo gaue that 
name to the filh commonly called the Turbot^ who 
beareth iuflly that figure, it ought not to containe 
aboue thirteene or fifteene or one and twentie meetres, 
and the longefl furnifheth the middle angle, the reft 
pafle vpward and downward, ftill abating their lengthes 
by one or two fillables till they come to the point : 
the Fuzie is of the fame nature but that he is fharper 
and flenderer. I will giue you an example or two of thofe 
which my Italian friend beftowed vpon me, which as 
neare as I could I tranflated into the fame figure ob- 
feruing the phrafe of the Orientall fpeach word for 
word. 

A great Emperor in Tartary whom they cal Catty 
for his good fortune in the wars and many notable 
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conquefts he had made, was fumamed Temir Cutuleiue^ 
this man loued the Lady Kermefine, who prefented 
him returning from the conqueft of Carafoon (a great 
kingdom adioyning) with this Lozange made in letters 
of rubies and diamants entermingled thus 

Sound 

O Harp* 

Shril lie out 

Temir the stout 

Rider who with sharpe 

Trenckingblade of bright Steele 

Hath made his fiercest Toes to/eele 

A II such as wrought him shame orharme 

The strength of his braue right arme, 

CUauing hard dotune tmio the eyes 

The raw skulles of his enemies^ 

Much honor hath he wonne 

Bydoughtie deedes done 

In Cora soon 

And all the 

Worlde 

Round. 

To which Can Temir answered in Fuie. with letters of Emeralds and 
Ametists artificially cut and entermingled, thus 

Fine 

Sorebatailes 

Manfully fought 

In blouddy fielde 

With bright blade in hand 

Hath Temir won &'forst toyeld 

Many a Capiat ne strong &r* stoute 

Andmanyakinghis Crowne tovayle. 

Conquering large countreys and land. 

Yet ne uer wanne I vi do rie, 

I speake it to my greate glo He, 

So deare and toy full vn to me. 

As when I did first con quere thee 

O Kerme sine, of all myne foes 

The most eruell, of all myne woes 

The smartest, the sweetest 

My proude Con quest 

My ri chest pray 

O once a daye 

Lend me thy sight 

Whose only light 

Keepes me 

A Hue, 

Of t lie Triangle or Triqud. 

The Triangle is an halfe fquare, Lozange or Fuzie 
parted vpon the croffe angles : and fo his bafe being 
brode and his top narrow, it receaueth meetres of 
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many fizes one fhorter then another : and ye may v£e 
this figure {landing or reuerfed, as thus. 

A certaine great Sultan of Periia called Ribuska^ en- 
tertaynes in loue the Lady Selamour, fent her this tri- 
quet reuell pitioufly bemoning his eflate, all fet in 
merquetry with letters of blew Saphire and Topas 
artificially cut and entermingled. 

Selamour dearer than his owne li/e^ 

To thy di tressed wretch captiue^ 

Ri buska whom* late ly erst 

Most cru el ly thou j^erst 

With thy dead ly dart. 

That pairs of starres 

Shi ning a farre 

Turns from ttte^ to me 

That I may and may not see 

The smile, the loure 

That lead and driue 

Me to die to Hue 

Tvriseyea thrise 

In one 

hours. 

To which Selamour to make the match egall, and 
the figure entire, anfwered in a (landing Triquet richly 
engrauen with letters of like fluffe. 

Power 

0/ death 

Nor of life 

Hath Selamour^ 

IVith Gods it is rife 

To geue and bereue breath, 

I may for fiitie perchauuce 

Thy lost libertie re store^ 

Vpon thine othe with this penaunce. 

That while thou liuest thou neuer loue no nu>rt. 

This condition feeming to Sultan Ribuska very hard 
to performe, and cruell to be enioyned him, doeth by 
another figure in Taper, fignifying hope, anfwere the 
Lady Selamour^ which dittie for lack of time 1 tran- 
flated not 

Of the Spire or Taper called Pyramis. 

The Taper is the longefl and (harped triangle that 
is, and while he mounts vpward he waxeth continually 
more flender, taking both his figure and name of the 
fire, whofe flame if ye marke it, is alwaies pointed, and 
naturally by his forme couets to clymbe : the Greekes 
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mtttt begin beueatk 
nature o/tke deuUs 



call him Pyramis of ^ru^. The Latines in vfe of 
ArchitecSlure called him Obelifcus, it holdeth the alti- 
tude of fix ordinary triangles, and in metrifying his 
bafe can not well be larger then a meetre of fix, there- 
fore in his altitude he wil require diuers rabates to 
hold fo many fizes of meetres as (hall feme for his 
compofition, for neare the toppe there wilbe roome 
litle inough for a meetre of two fillables, and fome- 
times of one to finilh the point I haue fet you downe 
one or two examples to try how ye can difgefl the 
maner of the deuife. 

Frotn Cod the fountaine 0/ alt good. 
Her MatestUtfor many fart* in her are deriued into the world all good 
most noble and vertnous nature to be things : and vfon her maiestie a Tl the • 
found, resembled to the eMre. Ye good fortunes any •aforldly creature 
' ' " ling to the can oe fumiskt voith, Keade down- 

ward according to the nature 0/ the 
deuice. 

z God 

On 

Hie 

a From 

Aboue 

Sendsloue, 

Wisedome, 

[3] lu stiu 

Cou rage. 

Bourn tie, 

[3] Anddothgeue 

A I that Hue, 

Life andbrea th 

Harts ese helth 

ChiUren, welth 

Beauty strength 

Restfull age. 

Ana at length 

A mild death, 

4 He doeth bestow 

A II mens fortunes 

Both high and low 

And the best things 

That earthcan haue 

Or mankind craue, 

Good queens and kings 

Fi nally is the same 

Whogaueyou[madam) 

Seyson of this Crowne 

Withpoure soueraigne 

Impug noble rifht. 

Redoubtable mig^ht. 

Most Prosperous raigne 

Etemall re navmte, 

A nd that your chief est is 

Sure hope ofheauens bits, 

£0.] 



Skie. I 

Asurd a 
M the 
assurde, 

And better. 
And richer, 
Muchgreier, 



Crown andempir 
After an hier 
For to aspire 4 
Like flame of fire 
In forme 0/ spire 

To mount on hie. 
Con ti nu at ly 
With trauel andteen 
Most gratious queen 
Ye haue made a vow 
Shews vs plainly how 
Not fained but true. 
To euery mans vew. 
Shining cleerein you 
Of so art f hi an hewe, 
£uen tntts vertewe 



Vamsh out of our sight 
Till his fine top be quite 
To Taper in the ayre 6 
Endeuors soft and fairs 
By his kindly nature 
Of teUl cotnely stature 
Like as this fairs figure 

[The figures at the side, represent the number of syllables. 
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The Filler, Pillafler or Cillinder, 

The Filler is a figure among all the reft of the Geo- 
metrical! moft beawtifuU, in refpedl that he is tall and 
vpright and of one bigneffe from the bottom to the 
toppe. In Architedlure he is confidered with two 
acceflarie parts, a pedeftall or bafe, and a chapter or 
head, the body is the (haft. By this figure is fignified 
ftay, fupport, reft, ftate and magnificence, your dittie 
then being reduced into the forme of the Filler, his 
bafe will require to beare the breath of a meetre of 
fix or feuen or eight fillables : the fhaft of foure : the 
chapter egall with the bafe, of this proportion I will 
giue you one or two examples which may fuflife. 



Hfr MaUttit reumhltdtothecrovm- 
edpilltr. Ve mtut read vpward. 



Is hliu* fmth immortalHu. 
Hertrymest toPofallyesee^ 
Garnish tfu crownt 
Her iust renownt 
Chapter and head^ 
Part that maintain 
And womanhead 
Her mayden raigne 
In ii gri tie : 
In ho nour and 
With ve ri tie: 
Her roundnes stand 
Strengthen the state. 
By their increase 
With out de bate 
Concord and peace 
Of her sup port^ 
They be the base 
With sied/astnesse 
Vertue and grace 
Stay and comfort 
Of Albi ons rest. 
The sounds Pillar 
And scene a farre 
Is plainely exprest 
Tall stately and strayt 

By this no ble pour trayt 



Philo to the Lady Calia, sendeth this 
OdoUt o/hcrprayse in forme of a Pilr- 
ler, which ye must read dofvneward. 

Thy Princely port and Maiestie 
Is mv ter rene dei tie. 
Thy wit and sence 
The streame 6* source 
Of e lo quence 
And deepe discourse 
The fairs eyes are 
My bright loadstarre^ 
Thy speache a darte 
Percing my harte^ 
Thy face a las. 
My loo king gtasse. 
Thy loue ly loohes 
My prayer boohes. 
Thy pleasant cheare 
My stmshine clears^ 
Thy ru full sight 



My darke midnight, 
Thv wiU the stent 
Of my con tent^ 
Thy glo rye flour 
Of mvne ho nour. 
Thy loue doth giue 
The lyfe I tyue, 
Th^ lyfe it is 
Mine earthly bliue : 
But grace &'fauourin thine eies 
My oodies soule &* souls paradise. 



T/te Roundell or Spheare. 

The moft excellent of all the figures Geometrical is 
the round for his many perfedlions. Firft becaufe he 
is euen and fmooth, without any angle, or inter- 
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ruption, mod voluble and apt to tume, and to continue 
motion, which is the author of Hfe : he conteyneth in 
him the commodious defcription of euery other figure, 
and for his ample capacitie doth referable the world or 
vniuers, and for his indefinixenefle hauing no fpeciall 
place of beginning nor end, beareth a fimilitude with 
God and etemitie. This figure hath three principall 
partes in his nature and vfe much confiderable : the 
circle, the beame, and the center. The circle is his 
largell compaffe or circumference : tlie center is his 
middle and indiuifible point : the beame is a Hne 
flretching direiflly from the circle to the center, and 
contrariwife firom the center to the circle. By this de- 
fcription our maker may faihion his meetre in Roundel, 
either with the circumference, and that is circlewife, or 
from the circumference, that is, like a beame, or by the 
circumference, and that is ouerthwart and dyametrally 
from one fide .of the circle to the other. 

A generall refemblance of the Rounddl to God^ the world 
and the Queene, 

An and whole, and euer, and one, 
Single, fimple, ec/ie where, alone, 
Thefe be counted as Clerkes can tell, 
True properties, of the RoundelL 
Hisftill turning by confequence 
And change, doe breede both life and fence. 
Time, meafure offlirre and resty 
Is alfo by his courfe exprefl, 
Howfwift the circle flirre aboue, 
His center point doeth neuer moue: 
All things that euer were or be. 
Are clofde in his concauitie. 
And though he be,flill turnde and iofl, 
No roome there wants nor none is lost. 
The Roundel! hath no bonch nor angle^ 
Which may his courfe flay or entangle. 
The furthefl part of all his fpheare, 
Is equally bothfarre and neare. 
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So doth none other figure fare 

Where natures chattels clofed arc: 

And beyond his wide compaffe^ 

There is no body nor no plaUy 

Nor any wit that comprehends^ 

Where it begins, or wJiere it ends : 

And therefore all men doe agree, 

Tliat it purports eternitie. 

God aboue the heauens fo hie 

Is this Roundelly in world the skie, 

Vpon earth Jlie, wlio beares the bell 

Ofmaydes and Qiieenes, is this Roundell: 

All and whole and euer alone. 

Single, fans peere, fimple, and one. 

A fpecjall and particular refemblance of her Maiedir. 
to the Roundell. 

FIrfl her authoritie regall 
Is t/ie circle compaffuig all: 
The dominion great and large 
Which God hath get/en to her charge: 
Within which mofi spatious bound 
She enuirons her people round. 
Retaining them by oth and liegeance. 
Within the pale of true obeyfance: 
Holding imparked as it were. 
Her people like to heards ofdeere. 
Sitting among them in the middes 
Where Jhe allowes and bannes a fid bids 
In what fajliion Jlie lifl and w/ien, 
Theferuices of all her men. 
Out of her breafl as from an eye, 
Iffue the rayes itueffantly 
Of her iuflice, bountie and might 
Spreading abroad their beamesfo bright. 
And reflet not, till they attaine 
The fardefl part of Iter domaine. 
And fnakes ec?iefubie6l clearely fee. 
What he is bounden for to he 
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To God his Prina atid common wealthy 
His ndghbour, kinred and to himfelfe. 
The fame centre and middle pricke^ 
Whereto our deedes are drestjo thicke^ 
Prom all the parts and outmojlfide 
Of her Monarchic large and wide, 
Alfofro whence reflect hefe rayes, 
Twentie hundred maner ofwayes 
Where Iter will is them to conuey 
Within the circle ofherfuruey. 
Sots the Queene of Briton ground, 
Beame^ circle, center of all my round. 

Of the fquare or quadrangle equilater. 
The fquare is of all other acconipted the figure of 
mod folliditie and ftedfaflneffe, and for his owne llay 
and firmitie requireth none other bafe then himlelfe, 
and therefore as the roundell or Spheare is appropriat 
to the heauens, the Spire to the element of the fire : 
the Triangle to the ayre, and the Lozange to the water: 
fo is the fquare for his inconcuflable fleadineffe likened 
to the earth, which perchaunce might be the reafon 
that the Prince of Philofophers in his firil booke of the 
Ethicks, termeth a conftant minded man, euen egal 
and diredl on all fides, and not eafily ouerthrowne by 
euery litle aduerfitie, hominem quadratum, a fquare man. 
Into this figure may ye reduce your ditties by vfing no 
moe verfes then your verfe is of fiUables, which will 
make him fall out fquare, if ye go aboue it will grow 
into the figure Trapezion^ which is lome portion longer 
then fquare. I neede not giue you any example, by- 
caufe in good arte all your ditties, Odes and Epigrammes 
ihould keepe and not exceede the nomber of twelue 
verfes, and the longed verfe to be of twelue fillables and 
not aboue, but vnder that number as much as ye will. 

The figure OualL 
This figure taketh his name of an egge, and aho as 
it is thought his firll origine, and is as it were a baftard 
or imperfedl rounde declining toward a longitude, and 

H 
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yet keeping within one line for his periferie or compafle 
as the rounde, and it feemeth that he receiueth this 
forme not as an imperfecSlion by any impediment vn- 
naturally hindring his rotunditie, but by the wifedome 
and prouidence of nature for the commoditie of gene- 
ration, in fuch of her creatures as bring not forth a 
liuely body (as do foure footed beafls) but in (lead 
•thereof a certaine quantitie of (hapeleffe matter con- 
tained in a veflell, which after it is fequeftred from the 
dames body receiueth life and perfedlion, as in the 
egges of birdes, fiihes, and ferpents : for the matter 
being of fome quantitie, and to iflue out at a narrow 
place, for the eafie paflage thereof, it mud of neceflitie 
beare fuch (hape as might not be (harpe and greeuous 
to paffe as an angle, nor fo large or obtufe as might 
not eflay fome iflue out with one part moe then other 
as the rounde, therefore it mud be flenderer in fomfe 
part, and yet not without a rotunditie and fmoothnefle 
to giue the reft an eafie deliuerie. Such is the figure 
Ouall whom for his antiquitie, dignitie and vfe, I 
place among the reft of the figures to embellifh our 
proportions : of this fort are diuers of Anacreoris ditties, 
and thofe other of the Grecian Liricks, who wTate 
wanton amorous deuifes, to folace their witts with all, 
and many times they would (to giue it right fliape of 
an Qggt) deuide a word in the midft, and peece out the 
next verfe with the other halfe, as ye may fee by per- 
ufmg their meetres. 

There are two copies of The Arte o/ English Pocsie in the British Museum : 
one in the general library, and the other m the Grcnville collection. At the 
beginning of the Grenville copy is written as follows : — 

This Copy, -which had belonged to Ben Jonfon and has his 
autograph on the Titlc-Page, is likcwife remarkable for containing 
after p. 84 four cancelled leaves of text which, as far as I am in- 
formed, are not to be found in any other Copy of the book : yet, 
thofe leaves being cancelled, the 85th page certainly does not 
carry on the fentence which terminates p. 84. 

The reason of this last observation is that the cancelled leaves contained 
exactly 8 pp. ; which however did not begin at the top and so be imposed as 
so many separate pages, but at 14 lines from the bottom : the text running on 
as in other parts of the book. When these pages were withdrawn there were 
a ccrreiPotidiug niunl^r of lines uncancelled, commencing ' When I wrate,' as 
on /. 124, at the bottom of the last of them ; so that page 84 of ordinary copies 
was easily completed by the addition of these lines. The cancelled pages 
are imnumbercd. 
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Eight cancelled pages, in Ben Jonson's copy, 

IN the Grenville Collection, 

British Museum. 

Of the deuice or embieme, and that other which the Greekcs 
call Anagramma, and we the Pofie tranfpofed, 

|Nd befides all the remembred points of 
Metricall proportion, ye haue yet two other 
forts of fome affinitie with them, which 
alfo firil iffued out of the Poets head, and 
whereof the Courtly maker was the prin- 
cipal! artificer, hauing many high conceites and curious 
imaginations, with leafure inough to attend his idle 
inuentions : and thefe be the (hort, quicke and fenten- 
tious propofitions, fuch as be at thefe dayes all your 
deuices of armes and other amorous infcriptions which 
courtiers vfe to giue and alfo to weare in liuerie for 
the honour of their ladies, and commonly containe 
but two or three words of wittie fentence or fecrete 
conceit till they vnfolded or explaned by fome inter- 
pretation. For which caufe they be commonly ac 
companied with a figure or purtrai6l of ocular repre- 
fentation, the words fo aptly correfponding to the 
fubtilitie of the figure, that afwel the eye is therwith 
recreated as the eare or the mind. The Greekes call 
it Emblema, the Italiens Impreja^ and we, a Deuice, 
fuch as a man may put into letters of gold and fende 
to his miflrefles for a token, or caufe to be embrodered 
in fcutchions of armes, or in any bordure of a rich gar- 
ment to giue by his noueltie maruell to the beholder. 
Such were the figures and infcriptions the Romane 
Emperours gaue in their money and coignes of largefTe, 
and in other great medailles of filuer and gold, as that 
of the Emperour AuguJtuSy an arrow entangled by the 
fifh Retnora^ with thefe words, Fejhna lento, fignifying 
that celeritie is to be vfed with deliberation : all great 
enterprifes being for the mofl part either ouerthrowen 
with haft or hindred by delay, in which cafe leafure in 
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Eight cancelled pages, in Ben Jonson's copy. 

th'aduice, and fpeed in th'execution make a very good 
match for a glorious fucceffe. 

Th*Emperour Heliogabalus by his name alluding to 
the funne, which in Greeke is Helios^ gaue for his de- 
uice, the coeleflial funne, with thefe words \Soli inuiHo] 
the fubtilitie lyeth in the word [/oii^ which hath a double 
fenfe, viz. to tlie Sunne, and to him onely. 

We our felues attributing that moll excellent figure, 
for his incomparable beauty and light, to the perfon 
of our Soueraigne lady altring the mot, made it farre 
paffe that of Th'Emperour Heliogabalus both for fub- 
tilitie and multiplicitie of fenfe, thus, \Soli nunquam 
deficieni'{\ to her onely that neuer failes, viz. in bountie 
and munificence toward all hers that deferue, or elfe 
thus, To her onely whofe glorie and good fortune may 
neuer decay or wane. And fo it inureth as a wifli by 
way of refemblaunce in [Simile diffimile\ which is alfo 
a fubtillitie, likening her Maieflie to the Sunne for his 
brightneffe, but not to him for his paffion, which is 
ordinarily to go to glade, and fometime to fuffer eclypfe. 

King Ediroarde the thirde, her Maieflies mod noble 
progenitour, firfl founder of the famous order of the 
Garter, gaue this pofie with it. Hony foit qui mal y 
penfe, commonly thus Engliftied, 111 be to him that 
thinketh ill, but in mine opinion better thus, Diflionored 
be he, who meanes vnhonorably. There can not be a 
more excellent deuife, nor that could containe larger 
intendment, nor greater fubtilitie, nor (as a man may 
lay) more vertue or Princely generofitie. For firll he 
did by it mildly and grauely reproue the peruers con- 
ftrudlion of fuch noble men in his court, as imputed 
the kings wearing about his neck the garter of the 
lady with whom he danced, to fome amorous alliance 
betwixt them, which was not true. He alfo iullly de- 
fended his owne integritie, faued the noble womans 
good renowme, which by licentious fpeeches might 
haue bene empaired, and liberally recompenced her in- 
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Eight cancelled pages, in Ben Jonson's copy. 

iurie with an honor, fuch as none could haue bin deuifed 
greater nor more glorious or permanent vpon her and 
all the pofteritie of her houfe. It inureth alfo as a 
worthy leffon and difcipline for all Princely perfonages, 
whofe a<^ions, imaginations, countenances and fpeeches, 
(hould euermore correfpond in all trueth and honorable 
fimplicitie. 

Charles the fift Emperour, euen in his yong yeares 
(hewing his valour and honorable ambition, gaue for 
his new order, the golden Fleece, vfurping it vpon 
Prince lafon and his Argonauts rich fpoile brought 
from Cholcos, But for his deuice two pillers with this 
mot Plus vltra^ as one not content to be reflrained 
within the limits that Hercules had fet for an vttermofl 
bound to all his trauailes, viz. two pillers in the mouth 
of the (Iraight Gibraltare^ but would go furder : which 
came fortunately to paffe, and whereof the good fuc- 
ceffe gaue great commendation to his deuice : for by 
the valiancy of his Captaines before he died he con- 
quered great part of the wed Indias, neuer knowen to 
Hercules or any of our world before. 

In the fame time (feeming that the heauens and 
(larres had confpired to replenifh the earth with Princes 
and gouemours of great courage, and mod famous 
conquerours) Sdim Emperour of Turkic gaue for his 
deuice a croiffant or new moone, promifmg to himfelf 
increafe of glory and enlargement of empire, til he had 
brought all Afia vnder his fubiedlion, which he reafon- 
ably well accomplifhed. For in leffe then eight yeres 
which he raigned, he conquered all Syria and Egyj^t, 
and layd it to his dominion. This deuice afterward was 
vfurped by Henry the fecond French king, with this 
mot Donee totum compleat orbem^ till he be at his full : 
meanihg it not fo largely as did Selim^ but onely that 
his friendes (hould knowe how vnable he was to do 
them good, and to (liew benificence vntil he attained 
the crowne of France vnto which he afpired as next 
fucceflTour. 
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King Levins the twelfth, a valiant and magnanimous 
prince, who becaufe hee was on euery fide enuironed 
with mightie neighbours, and mofl of them his enemies, 
to let them perceiue that they fhould not finde him 
vnable or vnfurniftied (incafe they fhould offer any vn- 
lawfull hollillitie) of fufficient forces of his owne, afwell 
to offende as to defend, and to reuenge an iniurie as 
to repulfe it. He gaue for his deuice the Porkefpick 
with this pofie fres et loi^n^ both farre and neare. For 
the Purpentines nature is, to fuch as fland aloofe, to 
dart her prickles from her, and if they come neare her, 
with the fame as they (licke fail to wound them that 
hurt her. 

But of late yeares in the ranfacke of the Cities of 
Cartagena and S. Dominico in the Wefl Indias, man- 
fully put in execution by the prowefTe of her Maiedies 
men, there was found a deuice made peraduenture 
without King Philips knowledge, wrought al in maffiue 
copper, a king fitting on horfebacke vpon a monde or 
world, the horfe prauncing forw^ard with his forelegges 
as if he would leape of, with this infcription, Non 
fufficit orhis^ meaning, as it is to be conceaued, that 
one whole world could not content him. This im- 
meafurable ambition of the Spaniards, if her Maieflie 
by Gods prouidence, had not with her forces, prouid- 
ently flayed and retranched, no man knoweth what 
inconuenience might in time haue infued to all the 
Princes and common wealthes in Chriflendome, who 
haue founde them felues long annoyed with his ex- 
cefluie greatnefle. 

Atila king of the Huns, inuading France with an 
army of 300000. fighting men, as it is reported, think- 
ing vtterly to abbafe the glory of the Romane Empire, 
gaue for his deuice of armes, a fword with a firie point 
and thefe words, Ferro et flamma^ with fword and fire. 
This \ery deuice being as ye fee onely accommodate 
to a king or conquerour and not acoillen oranymeane 
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*ouldier, a certaine bafe man of England being knowen 
euen at that time a bricklayer or mafon by his fcience, 
gaue for his crefl : whom it had better become to beare 
a truell full of morter then a fword and fire, which is 
onely the reuenge of a Prince, and lieth not in any 
other mans abilitie to performe, vnlefTe ye will allow 
it to euery poore knaue that is able to fet fire on a thacht 
houfe. The heraldes ought to vfe great difcretion in 
fuch matters : for neither any rule of their arte doth 
warrant fuch abfurdities, nor though fuch a coat or 
crefl were gained by a prifoner taken in the field, or 
by a flag found in fome ditch and neuer fought for (as 
many times happens) yet is it no more allowable then 
it were to beare the deuice of Tamerlan an Emperour 
in Tartary, who gaue the lightning of heauen, with a 
pofie in that language purporting thefe words, Ira 
Deij which alfo appeared well to anfwer his fortune. 
For from a flurdie ihepeheard he became a mod 
mighty Emperour, and with his innumerable great 
armies defolated fo many countreyes and people, as 
he might iuflly be called [the wrath of God."] It 
appeared alfo by his flrange ende : for in the midfl of 
his greatnefle and profperitie he died fodainly, and 
left no child or kinred for a fucceflbur to fo large an 
Empire, nor any memory after him more then of his 
great puiflance and crueltie. 

But that of the king of China in the fardefl part of 
the Orient, though it be not fo terrible is no lefle ad- 
mirable, and of much IharpnelTe and good implication, 
worthy for the greateft king and conqueror : and it is, 
two flrange ferpents entertangled in their amorous 
congreffe, the lelTer creeping with his head into the 
greaters mouth, with words purporting \ama et time\ 
loue and feare. Which pofie with maruellous much 
reafon and fubtillity implieth the dutie of euery 
fubie6l to his Prince, and of euery Prince to his 
fubiedl, and that without either of them both, no 
fubiec"t could be fayd entirely to performe his liegeance 
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nor the Prince his part of lawfull gouemement For 
without feare and loue the foueraigne authority could 
not be vpholden, nor without iuftice and mercy the 
Prince be renowmed and honored of his fubiedL All 
which parts are difcouered in this figure : loue by the 
ferpents amorous entertangling : obedience and feare 
by putting the inferiours head into the others mouth 
hauing puiffance to deflroy. On th' other fide, iuftice 
in the greater to prepare and manace death and de- 
ftru6lion to offenders. And if he fpare it, then betoken- 
eth itmercie, and a grateful recompence of the loue and 
obedience which the foueraigne receaueth. 

It is alfo worth the teUing, how the king vfeth the 
fame in pollicie, he giueth it in his ordinarie liueries 
to be wome in eueiy vpper garment of all his nobleft 
men and greateft Magiftrats and the reft of his officers 
and feruants, which are either embrodered vpon the 
breaft and the back with filuer or gold or pearle or ftone 
more or leffe richly, according to euery mans dignitie 
and calling, and they may not prefume to be feene in 
publick without them : nor alfo in any place where by 
the kings commifTion they vfe to fit in iuftice, or any 
other publike affaire, wherby the king is highly both 
honored and ferued, the common people retained in 
dutie and admiration of his greatnelTe : the noblemen, 
magiftrats and officers euery one in his degree fo much 
efteemed and reuerenced, as in their good and loyall 
feruice they want vnto their perfons litle leffe honour 
for the kings fake, then can be almoft due or exhibited 
to the king him felfe. 

I could not forbcare to adde this forraine example 
to accomplifh our difcourfe touching deuices. For the 
beauty and gallantneffe of it, befides the fubtillitie of 
the conceit, and princely pollicy in the vfe, more exadl 
then can be remembred in any other of any European 
Prince, whofe deuifes I will not fay but many of them 
be loftie and ingenious, many of them louely and 
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beautifull, many other ambitious and arrogant, and the 
chiefefl of them terrible and ful of horror to the nature 
of man, but that any of them be comparable with it, for 
wit, vertue, grauitie, and if ye lift brauerie, honour and 
magnificence, not vfurping vpon the peculiars of the 
gods. In my conceipt there is none to be found. 

This may fuflfice for deuices, a terme which includes 
in his generality all thofe other, viz. liueries, cogniz- 
ances, emblem es, enfeigns and imprefes. For though 
the termes be diuers, the vfe and intent is but one 
whether they reft in colour or figure or both, or in 
word or in muet fhew, and that is to infinuat fome 
fecret, wittie, morall and braue purpofe prefented to 
the beholder, either to recreate his eye, or pleafe his 
phantafie, or examine his iudgement or occupie his 
braine or to manage his will either by hope or by 
dread, euery of which refpedles be of no litle moment 
to the intereft and ornament of the ciuill life : and 
therefore giue them no little commendation. Then hau- 
ing produced fo many worthy and wife founders of thefe 
deuices, and fo many puiffant patrons and prote6lours 
of them, I feare no reproch in this difcourfe, which 
otherwife the venimous appetite of enuie by detra6lion 
or fcome would peraduenture not fticke to offer me. 

Of the Anagrame, or pofie tranfpofed, 

INe other pretie conceit we will impart vnto 
you and then trouble you with no more, 
and is alfo borrowed primitiuely of the 
Poet, or courtly maker, we may terme him, 
the \pofie tranfpofed\ or in one word \a 
tranfpofe\ a thing if it be done for paftime and exercife 
of the wit without fuperftition commendable inough 
and a meete ftudy for Ladies, neither bringing them 
any great gayne nor any great lofle vnleffe it be of idle 
time. They that vfe it for pleafure is to breed one word 
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out of another not altering any letter nor the number 
of them, but onely tranfpofing of the fame, wherupon 
many times is produced fome grateful newes or matter 
to them for whofe pleafure and feruice it was intended : 
and bicaufe there is much difficultie in it, and alto- 
gether ilandeth upon hap hazard, it is compted for a 
courtly conceit no leffe then the deuice before remem- 
bred. Lycophron one of the feuen Greeke Lyrickes, 
who when they met together (as many times they did) 
for their excellencie and louely concorde, were called 
the feuen flarres \pleiades\ this man was very perfit 
and fortunat in thefe tranfpofes, and for his delicate 
wit and other good parts was greatly fauoured by 
Pfolome king of Egypt and Queene Arfinoe his wife. 
He after fuch fort called the king d^ofMsXiro; which is 
letter for letter Ftolomceus and Queene Arfifwe, he 
called 7ov ^^a^, which is Arjlfwe, now the fubtillitie 
lyeth not in the conuerfion but in the fence in this 
that Apomelitos, fignifieth in Greek [Iioney fiveei] fo was 
Ptolome the fweetefl natured man in the world both for 
countenance and conditions, and Idtieras^ fignifieth the 
the violet or flower of luno a flile among the Greekes 
for a woman endued with all bewtie and magnificence, 
which conflrudlion falling out grateful and fo truly,exceed- 
inglywell pleafed the King and the Queene, and got Zy^- 
phron no litle thanke and benefite at both their hands. 
The French Gentlemen haue very (harpe witts and 
withall a delicate language, which may very eafily be 
wrefl.ed to any alteration of words fententious, and 
they of late yeares haue taken this paftime vp ameng 
them many times gratifying their Ladies, and often 
times the Princes of the Realme, with fome fuch 
thankfull noueltie. Whereof one made by Franfois 
dc Va/iois, thus De fa^on fuis Roy^ who in deede was 
of fafliion countenance and ilature, befides his regall 
vertues a very king, for in a world there could not be 
feene a goodlier man of perfon. Another found this 
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by Henry de Vallois \Roy de nuiz //ay] a king hated of 
no man, and was apparant in his conditions and nature, 
for there was not a Prince of greater affabilitie and 
manfuetude than he. 

I my felfe feeing this conceit fo well allowed of in 
Fraunce and Italic, and being informed that her Ma- 
ieflie tooke pleafure fometimes in defciphring of names, 
and hearing how diuers Gentlemen of her Court had 
eflayed but with no great felicitie to make fome de- 
ledlable tranfpofe of her -Maieflies name, I would 
needs try my luck, for cunning I now not why I ihould 
call it, vnleffe it be for the many and variable applica- 
tions of fence, which requireth peraduenture fome wit 
and difcretion more then of euery vnleamed man and 
for the purpofe I tooke me thefe three wordes (if any 
other in the world) containing in my conceit greateft. 
myfterie, and mo(l importing good to all them that 
now be aliue, vnder her noble gouemement 
Eliffabet An^orum Regina. 

AVhich orthographic (becaufe ye fhall not be abufed) 
is true and not miflaken, for the letter zeta, of the 
Hebrewes and Greeke and of all other toungs is in 
truth but a double ff, hardly vttered, and H. is but a 
note of afpiration onely and no letter, which therefore 
is by the Greeks omitted. Vpon the tranfpofition I 
found this to redound. 

Multa regnahis enfe gloria. 

By thy Jword Jfialt thou raigne in great renowne. 

Then tranfpofmg the word \enfe\ it came to be 

Multa regnabis Jene gloria. 

Aged and in much gloriejliall ye raigne. 

Both whichrefultes falling out vpon theveryfirfl, marfhal- 

ling of the letters, without any darknefle or difficultie, 

and fo fenfibly and well appropriat to her Maieflies 

perfon and eftate, and finally fo effedlually to mine 

own wifh (which is a matter of much moment in fuch 

cafes) I took them both for a good boding, and very 
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fatallitie to her Maiellie appointed by Gods prouidence 
for all our comfortes. Alfo I imputed it for no litle 
good luck and glorie to ray felfe, to haue pronounced 
to her fo good and profperous a fortune, and fo thanke- 
fuU newes to all England, which though it cannot be 
faid by this euent any deilinie or fatal neceffitie, yet 
furely is it by all probabillitie of reafon, fo Hkely to 
come to paffe, as any other worldly euent of things 
that be vncertaine, her Maieftie continuing the courfe 
of her mod regal proceedings and vertuous life in all 
earned zeale and godly contemplation of his word, 
and in the fmcere adrainiflration of his terrene iuflice, 
affigned ouer to her execution as his Lieutenant vpon 
earth within the compaile of her dominions. 

This alfo is worth the noting, and I will affure you 
of it, that after the nrfl fearch whereupon this tranfpofe 
was faftiioned. The fame letters being by me toiTed 
and tranlaced fine hundreth times, I could neuer make 
any other, at lead of fome fence and conformitie to 
her Maiedies edate and the cafe. If any other man 
by triall happen vpon a better omination, or what 
foeuer els ye will call it, I will reioyfe to be ouer- 
matched in my deuife, and renounce him all the 
thankes and profite of my trauaile. 

End of the cancelled pages. 

The text then immediately follows on thus : — 

When I wrate of thefe deuices, I fmiled with my felfe, 
thinking that the readers would do fo to, and many of 
them fay, that fuch trifles as thefe might well haue 
bene fpared, confidering the world is full inough of 
them, and that it is pitie mens heades fhould be fedde 
with fuch vanities as are to none edification nor in- 
drudlion, either of morall vertue, or otherwife behooffull 
for the common wealth, to whofe feruice (lay they) we 
are all borne, and not to fill and replenifh a whole 
world full of idle toyes. To which fort of reprehen- 
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doursy being either all holy and mortified to the 
world, and therfore efteeming nothing that fauoureth 
not of Theologie, or altogether graue and worldly, and 
therefore caring for nothing but matters of pollicie, 
and difcourfes of ellate, or all giuen to thrift and 
paffmg for none art that is not gainefull and lucratiue, 
as the fciences of the Law, Phificke and marchaundife : 
to thefe I will giue none other anfwerethen referrethem 
to the many trifling poemes of Horner^ Ouid, Virgil/, 
Catullus and other notable writers of former ages, which 
were not of any grauitie or ferioufnefle, and many of 
them full of impudicitie and ribaudrie, as are not thefe 
of ours, nor for any good in the world fhould haue 
bene : and yet thofe trifles are come from many former 
fiecles vnto our times, vncontrolled or condemned or 
fuppreft by any Pope or Patriarch or other feuere 
cenfor of the ciuill maners of men, but haue bene in 
all ages permitted as the conuenient folaces and recrea- 
tions of mans wit. And as I can not denie but thefe 
conceits of mine be trifles : no lefle in very deede be 
all the mod ferious fludies of man, if we fhall meafure 
grauitie and lightnefle by the wife man% ballance who 
after he had confidered of all the profoundeft artes 
and lludies among men, in th'ende cryed out with 
this Epyphoneme, Vanitas vanitatum d omnia vanitas, 
Whofe authoritie if it were not fufficient to make me 
beleeue fo, I could be content with Democritus rather 
to condemne the vanities of our life by derifion, then as 
Heraclitus with teares, faying with that merrie Greeke 
thus, 

Omnia funt rifus, funt puJuis, et omnia niljunt. 
Res hominum cunilce, nam ratione carent. 
Thus Engliftied, 

All is but a iejl, all dujl, all not V7wrtli two pea/on : 

For why in mans matters is neither rime nor reafon. 

Now pafling from thefe courtly trifles, let vs talke 

of our fcholaflical toyes, that is of the Grammaticall 

verifying of the Greeks and Latines and fee whether 

it might be reduced into our Englifti arte or no. 
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CHAP, XII. [XIII] 

How if oil maner of fodaifie innouations were not very 

fcafuialous, fpecially in the iawes of any langage or 

arte, the vfe of the Greeke and Latinefeete 

might be brottgfU into our vulgar PoefUy 

and with good grace inaugh. 

)w neuertheleffe albeit we haue before al- 
ledged that our vulgar Saxon Englijh 
(landing mod vpon wofdes monofillable^ 
and little vpon polyfulables doth hardly 
admit the vfe of thofe fine inuented feete 
of the Greeks and Latines, and that for the mofl part 
wife and graue men doe naturally millike with all fod- 
aine innouations fpecially of Iawes (and this the law 
of our auncient Englilh Poefie) and therefore lately be- 
fore we imputed it to a nice and fcholaflicall curiofitie 
in fuch makers as haue fought to bring into our vulgar 
Poefie fome of the auncient feete, to wit the DoHile 
into verfes exameters^ as he that tranllated certaine 
bookes of Virgils Emydos in fuch meafures and not vn- 
commendably t if I fhould now fay otherwife it would 
make me feeme contradidlorie to my felfe, yet for the 
information of our yong makers, and pleafure of all 
others who be delighted in noueltie, and to th'intent 
we may not feeme by ignorance or ouerfight to omit 
any point of fubtillitie, materiall or neceffarie to our 
vulgar arte, we will in this prefent chapter and by our 
own idle obferuations fhew how one may eafily and 
commodioufly lead all thofe feete of the auncients into 
our vulgar langage. And if mens eares were not per- 
chaunce to daintie, or their iudgementes ouer partiall, 
would peraduenture nothing at all misbecome our arte, 
but make in our meetres a more pleafant numerofitie 
then now is. Thus farre therefore we will aduenture 
and not beyond, to th'intent to fhew some fmgularitie 
in our arte that euery man hath not heretofore obferued, 
and (her maiefly good liking always had) whether we 
make the common readers to laugh or to lowre, all is 
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a matter, fmce our intent is not fo exadllie to profecute 
the purpofe, nor fo earneftly, as to thinke it fliould by 
authority of our owne iudgement be generally applauded 
at to the difcredit of our forefathers maner of vulgar 
Poefie, or to the alteration or peraduenture totall de- 
ftrudlion of the fame, which could not (land with any 
good difcretion or curtefie in vs to attempt, but thus 
much I lay, that by fome leafurable trauell it were no 
hard matter to induce all their auncient feete into vfe 
with vs, and that it (hould proue very agreable to the 
eare and well according with our ordinary times and 
pronunciation, which no man could then iuflly millike, 
and that is to allow euery word polifdlabk one long 
time of neceflitie, which Ihould be where his Iharpe ac- 
cent falls in our owne ydiome moll aptly and naturally, 
wherein we would not follow the licence of the Greeks 
and Latines, who made not their Iharpe accent any 
neceflary prolongation of their times, but vfed fuch 
tillable fometimes long fometimes Ihort at their plea- 
fure. The other fillables of any word where the Iharpe 
accent fell not, to be accompted of fuch time and quan- 
titie as his ortographie would bell beare hauing regard 
to himfelfe, or to his next neighbour, word, bounding 
him on eitlier fide, namely to the fmoothnes and hard- 
nelTe of the fillable in his vtterance, which is occafioned 
altogether by his ortographie and fcituation as in this 
word \ddyly\ the firll fillable for his vfuall and Iharpe 
accentes fake to be alwayes long, the fecond for his 
flat accents fake to be alwayes Ihort, and the rather 
for his ortographie^ bycaufe if he goe before another 
word commencing with a vowell not letting him to be 
eclipfed, his vtterance is eafie and currant, in this tril- 
fiUable \daungerdus'\ the firll to be long, th'other two 
Ihort for the fame caufes. In this word \ddngeronfncffe\ 
the firll and lall to be both long, bycaufe they receiue 
both of them the Iharpe accent, and the two middle- 
moll to be Ihort, in thefe words \remedic\ and \remcdi- 
lejfe\ the time to follow alfo the accent, fo as if it pleafe 
better to fet the lliarpe accent vpon \re\ then vpon \dye\ 
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that fillable (hould be made long and i conmrfOy but in 
this word [remedileffe] bycaufe many like better to accent 
the fillable \me\ then the fillable \l£s] therfore I leaue 
him for a common fillable to be able to receiue both a 
long and a fhort time as occafion (hall ferae. The like 
law I fet in thefe wordes \reuocab/e\ \r£couerable\ {irre- 
uocabU] \irrec(merabU\ for fometime it founds better to 
fay rmo cable Xhtn reuocdble^ recouer J^// then recoucr able 
for this one thing ye mufl alwayes markethat if your time 
fall either by reafon of his fharpe accent or otherwife 
vpon iht penuliima^ ye fhal finde many other words to 
rime with him, bycaufe fuch terminations are not geazon, 
but if the long time fall vpon the antepenuUima ye (hall 
not finde many wordes to match him in his termination, 
which is the caufe of his concord or rime, but if you 
would let your long time by his fharpe accent fall aboue 
the afUepenultima as to fay \cduerable\ ye (hall feldome 
or perchance neuer find one to make vp rime with him 
vnlelTe it be badly and by abufe, and therefore in all 
fuch \oxi% polifillables ye doe commonly giue two (harpe 
accents, and thereby reduce him into two feete as in 
this word \remu turdttdn] which makes a couple of good 
Da^ilSy and in this word {contribuiBn] which makes a 
good fpondeus and a good daHill^ and in this word \re- 
cdpttuldtBfi] it makes two da^ills and a fillable ouerplus 
to annexe to the word precedent to helpe peece vp 
another foote. But for wordes monofillabks (as be 
moil of ours) becaufe in pronouncing them they do of 
neceflitie retaine a (harpe accent, ye may iudly allow 
them to be all long if they will fo bed ferae your turne, 
and if they be tailed one to another, or th'one to a 
diffillable or polyffUlable ye ought to allow them that 
time that bed ferues your purpofe and pleafeth your 
eare mod, and tralied aunfweres the nature of the arto- 
graphie in which I would as neare as I could obferae 
and keepe the lawes of the Greeke and Latine verfi- 
fiers, that is to prolong the fillable which is written 
with double confonants or by dipthong or with fingle 
confonants that ran hard and harfhly vpon the tounj : 
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and to (horten all fiUables that Hand v|>on vowels, if 
there were no caufe of elifion and fingle confonants and 
fuch of them as are mofl flowing and flipper vpon the 
toung as. «.r. /.//./. and for this purpofe to take away 
all afpirations, and many times the la(l confonant of a 
word as the I^tine Poetes vfed to Aofy^cvdWy Lucretius 
and Ennius as to fay \finibu\ for \fimbus\ and fo would 
not I fl^ick to fay thus \deliie\ for \delighty \Iiye\ for \higK\ 
and fuch like, and doth nothing at all impugne the rule 
I gaue before againfl, the wrefling of wordes by falfe 
artographie to make vp rime, which may not be falfified. 
But this omiflion of letters in the middefl, of a meetre 
to make him the more flipper, helpes the numerofitie 
and hinders not the rime. But generally the fliortning 
or prolonging of the monofillables dependes much vpon 
the nature of their artographie which the Latin Gram- 
mariens call the rule of pofition, as for example if I 
fliall fay thus. 

Not mdnU dayes pdji, Twentie dayes after, 
This makes a good Dailill and a good fpondeus^ but if 
ye tume them backward it would not do fo, as. 

Many dayes ^ not pajl. 
And the dijiick made all of monofillables. 
But none of us true men and free. 
Could findefo great good lucke as he. 
Which words ferue well to make the verfe 2M fpondiacke 
or iambicke, but not in daHil, as other words or the 
lame otherwife placed would do, for it were an illfauored 
da^il to fay. 

Bat none of Us all t reive. 

Therefore whenfoeuer your words will not make a 
fmooth daHil, ye mud alter them or their fituations, or 
elfe tume them to other feete that may better beare 
their maner of found and orthographic : or if the word 
ht poly/illable to deuide him, and to make him ferue by 
pceces, that he could not do whole and entierly. And 
no doubt by like conflderation did the Greeke and 
Latine verfifiers fafliion all their feete at the firfl to be 
of fundry times, and the felfe fame fillable to be fome- 
I 
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time long and fometime fliorl for the cares better fatisfac- 
tion as hath bene before remembred. Now alfo wheras 
I faid before that our old Saxon Englifli for his many 
monofillables did not naturally admit the vfe of the 
ancient feete in our vulgar meafures fo aptly as in thofe 
languages which flood mod vpon polifdlabUs^ I fayd it 
in a fort truly, but now I mufl recant and confefTe that 
our Nonnane Englifli which hath growen fmce William 
the Conquerour doth admit any of the auncient feete, 
by reafon of the many polyfillabks euen to fixe and 
feauen in one word, which we at this day vfe in our 
moil ordinarie language: and which corruption hath 
bene occafioned chiefly by the peeuifli afliedlation not 
of the Normans them felues, but of clerks and scholers 
or fecretaries long fince, who not content with the vfual 
Normane or Saxon word, would conuert the very Latine 
and Greeke word into vulgar French, as to fay innum- 
erable for innombrable, reuocable, irreuocable, irradia- 
tion, depopulation and fuch like, which are not natur- 
all Normans nor yet French, but altered Latines, and 
without any imitation at all : which therefore were long 
time defpifed for inkehome termes, and now be reputed 
the bed and mofl. delicat of any other. Of which and 
many other caufes of corruption of our fpeach we haue 
in another place more amply difcourfed, but by this 
meane we may at this day very well receiue the aun- 
cient feete nietricall of the Greeks and Latines fauing 
thofe that be fuperflous as be all the feete aboue the 
triffillable, which the old Grammarians idly inuented 
and diflinguiflit by fpeciall names, whereas in deede 
the fame do Hand compounded with the inferiour feete, 
and therefore fome of them were called by the names 
of dida^liluSy difpondeus and difiambus: all which feete 
as I fay we may be allowed to vfe with good difcretion 
and precife choife of wordes and with the fauorable 
approbation of readers, and fo fliall our plat in this one 
point be larger and much furmount that which Stani" 
hurjl firfl, tooke in hand by his exameters da6lilicke and 
fpondaicke in the tranflation of Virgills Enddos^ and 
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fuch as for a great number of them my Ilomacke can 
hardly digefl for the ill fliapeii found of many of his 
wordes polifdlable and alfo his copulation of monofill- 
ables fupplying the quantitie of a triffdlable to his in- 
tent. And right fo in promoting this deuife of ours 
being (I feare me) much more nyce and affe<fled, and 
therefore more mifliked then his, we are to befpeake 
fauour, firft of the delicate eares, then of the rigorous 
and feuere difpofitions, laflly to craue pardon of the 
learned and auncient makers in our vulgar, for if we 
fhould feeke in euery point to egall our fpeach with 
the Greeke and Latin in their meiricall obferuations it 
could not poflible be by vs perfourmed, becaufe their 
fiUables came to be timed (ome of them long, fome of 
them (hort not by reafon of any euident or apparant 
caufe in writing or founde remaining vpon one more 
then another, for many times they (hortned the fillable 
of Iharpe accent and made long that of the flat, and 
therefore we mud needes fay, it was in many of their 
wordes done by preelection in the firil Poetes, not 
hauing regard altogether to the ortographie^ and hard- 
neffe or foftneffe of a fillable, confonant, vowell or dip- 
thong, but at their pleafure, or as it fell out : fo as he 
that firil put in a verfe this word \Penelopi\ which 
might be Homer or fome other of his antiquitie, where 
he made [/^] in both places long and [;/<?] and \lo\ 
fhort, he might haue made them otherwife and with as 
good reafon, nothing in the world appearing that might 
moue them to make fuch (preeledlion) more in tlVone 
fillable then in the other for pe, ne, and lo. being fill- 
ables vocals be egally fmoth and currant vpon the 
toung, and might beare afvvel the long as the (hort time, 
but it pleafed the Poet otherwife : fo he that firfl fliort- 
ned, ca, in this word catw, and made long tro, in troia, 
and 0, in oris, might haue afwell done the contrary, 
but becaufe he that firfl put them into a verfe, found 
as it is to be fuppofed a more fweetncffe in his owne 
eare to haue them fo tymed, therefore all other Poets 
who followed, were fayne to doe the like, which made 
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that Virgin who came many yeares after the firft recep- 
tion of wordes in their feuerall times, was driuen of 
necefTitie to accept them in fuch quantities as they were 
left him and therefore faid. 

drntd ut rUmque cd no tro ie qui 
primiis db oris. 
Neither truely doe I fee any other reafon in that 
lawe (though in other rules of (horining and prolonging 
a fillable there may be reafon) but that it ftands vpon 
bare tradition. Such as the Cabalijls auouch in their 
myflicall con(lru6lions Theologicall and others, faying 
that they receaued the fame from hand to hand from 
the firil parent Adam^ Abraham and others, which I 
will giue them leaue alone both to fay and beleeue 
for me, thinking rather that they haue bene the idle 
occupations, or perchaunce the malitious and craftie 
conllrudlions of the Talmudijls, and others of the Heb- 
rue clerks to bring the world into admiration of their 
lawes and Religion. Now peraduenture with vs 
Engliflimen it be fomewhat too late to admit a new in- 
uention of feete and times that our forefathers neuer 
vfed nor neuer obferued till this day, either in their 
meafures or in their pronuntiation, and perchaunce will 
feeme in vs a prefumptuous part to attempt, confider- 
ing alfo it would be hard to find many men to like of 
one mans choife in the limitation of times and quanti- 
ties of words, with which not one, but euery eare is to 
be pleafed and made a particular iudge, being mod 
tnily fayd, that a multitude or comminaltie is hard to 
pleafe and eafie to offend, and therefore I intend not 
to proceed any further in this curiofitie then to fliew 
fome fmall fubtillitie that any other hath not yet done, 
and not by imitation but by obferuation, nor to th*in- 
tent to haue it put in execution in our vulgar Poefie, 
but to be pleafantly fcanned vpon, as are all nouelties 
fo friuolous and ridiculous as it. 
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CHAP. XIII. [XIV.] 

A mare particular declaration of the metricall feete of 

the ancient Poets Greeke and Latine and chiefly 

of the feete of two times. 

IHeir Grammarians made a great multitude 
of feete, I wot not to what huge number, 
and of io many fizes as their wordes were 
of length, namely fixe fizes, whereas in 
deede, the metricall feete are but twelue 
in number, wherof foure only be of two times, and 
eight of three times, the reft compounds of the premifed 
two forts, euen as the Arithmetical! numbers aboue 
three are made of two and three. And if ye will know 
how many of thefe feete will be commodioufly receiued 
with vs, I fay all the whole twelue, for firft for the foote 
fpondeus of two long times ye haue thefe Englifh wordes 
mornings mtdmght^ mlfchdunce, and a number moe whofe 
ortographie may diredl your iudgement in this point : 
for your Trocheus of a long and (hort ye haue thefe wordes 
mdner, broken^ taken, bodie, member^ and a great many 
moe if their laft fillables abut not vpon the confonant 
in the beginning of another word, and in thefe whether 
they do abut or no wittte^dlttie^sdrrdw^ morrow, and fuch 
like, which end in a vowell for your Iambus of a fliort 
and a long, ye haue thefe wordes \refldre\ [remorfe] [de- 
sire] [endure] and a thoufand befides. For your ifoote 
pirrichius or of two Ihort filables ye haue thefe words 
[mdnife] [money] [penie] [sUlie] and others of that con- 
fiitution or the like : for your feete of three times and 
firft your daHill, ye haue thefe wordes and a number 
moe patience, temperance, vvomdnhedd, iolUU, ddunger- 
ous, duettfull and others. For your moloffus, of all three 
long, ye haue a member [number?] of wordes alfo and 
fpecially moft of your participles a<fliue, as persifltng, 
def polling, indenting, and fuch like in ortographie : for 
your anapeflus of two ihort and a long ye haue thefe 
words but not many moe, as manifold, monlleffe, rema- 
nent, hblineffe. For your foote tribracchus of all three 
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(hort, ye haue very few triffliiables^ becaufe the ftiarpe 
accent will always make one of them long by pronun- 
ciation, which els would be by ortographie (hort as, 
[tnM/y] [ffiiniori] and fuch like. For your foote bac- 
chius of a fliort and two long ye haue thefe and the 
like words triffiilabies \ldmetiting\ \requejling\ [rettounc- 
uig\ [refie/i/dnce] [e/iunng\. For your foote antibacchius^ 
of two long and a fhort ye haue thefe wordes \fdrsdkeTi\ 
\impugfui{\ and others many: For your amphimacer 
that is a long a fhort and a long ye haue thefe wordes 
and many moe \hxcellefit\ [fmh/eri/] and fpecially fuch 
as be propre names of perfons or townes or other things 
and namely Welfli wordes: for your foote amphibrac- 
chus, of a (hort, a long and a ihort, ye haue thefe wordes 
and many like to thefe [resijial^ \d€lightfuir\ \riprtfdll^ 
\l(ndunter\ \endmW\ fo as for want of Englifh wordes if 
your eare be not to daintie and your rules to precife, 
ye neede not be without the metricall feete of the an- 
( ient Poets fuch as be mod pertinent and not fuperflu- 
ous. This is (ye will perchaunce fay) my fmgular 
opinion : then ye (hall fee how well I can maintaine it. 
Firft the quantitie of a word comes either by (preelec- 
tion) without reafon or force as hath bene alledged, 
and as the auncient Greekes and Latines did in many 
wordes, but not in all, or by (ele6\ion) with reafon as 
they did in fome, and not a few. And a found is 
dniwen at length either by the inlirmitie of the toung, 
becaufe the word or fillable is of fuch letters as hangs 
long in the palate or lippes ere he Avill come forth, or 
becaufe he is accented and tuned hier and (harper then 
another, whereby he fomewhat obfcureth the other fil- 
lables in the fame word that be not accented fo high, 
in both thefe cafes we will eftabli(h our fiUable long, 
contrariwife the (hortning of a (illable is, when his 
founde or accent happens to be heauy and flat, that is 
to fall away fpeedily, and as it were inaudible, or when 
he is made of fuch letters as be by nature flipper and 
voluble and fmoothly pa(fe from the mouth. And the 
vowell is alwayes more eafily deliuered then the con- 
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fonant: and of confonants, the liquide more then the 
mute, and a fmgle confonanl more then a double, and 
one more then twayne coupled together: all which 
points were obferued by the Greekes and Latines, and 
allowed for inaximes in verfifying. Now if ye will 
examine thefe foure biffillables \femndni\ \rtmdinc\ 
\render\ \ren£t\ for an example by which ye may make 
a generall rule, and ye (hall finde, that they aunfwere 
our firft refolution. FiHl in \remtmni\ \reni\ bearing 
the fharpe accent and hauing his confonant abbut vpon 
another, foundes long. The fillable \nanf\ being writ- 
ten with two confonants mufl needs be accompted the 
fame, befides that \riant\ by his Latin original I is long, 
viz \r€man€ns!\ Take this word \remaine\ becaufe the 
la(l fillable beares the fharpe accent, he is long in the 
eare, and \re\ being the firfl fillable, paffmg obfcurely 
away with a flat accent is fliort, befides that \re\ by his 
Latine originall and alfo by his ortographie is fliort. 
This word ]render\ bearing the fliarpe accent vpon 
\ren\ makes it long, the fillable \der\ falling away fwiftly 
and being alfo written with a fingle confonant or 
liquide is fliort and makes the troc/ieus. This word 
\rerut\ hauing both fillables fliding and flipper make 
the foote Firrichius^ becaufe if he be truly vttered, he 
beares in maner no fliarper accent vpon the one 
then the other fillable, but be in effedl egall in time 
and tune, as is alfo the Spondciis, And becaufe they 
be not written with any hard or harfli confonants, I do 
allow them both for fliort fillables, or to be vfed for 
common, according as their fituation and place with 
other words fliall be: and as 1 haue named to you but 
onely foure words for an example, fo may ye find out 
by diligent obferuation foure hundred if ye will. But 
of all your words biffillables the mofl. part naturally do 
make the foote Iambus^ many the Trocheus^ fewer the 
SpondeuSy feweft. of all the Pirrichius^ becaufe in him 
the fliarpe accent (if ye follow the rules of your accent, 
as we haue prefuppofed) doth make a litle oddes : and 
ye fliall find verfes made all of monofillables^ and do 
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very well, but lightly they be lambickes, bycaufe for the 
more part the accent falles fharpe vpon euery fecond 
word rather then contrariwife, as this of Sir Thomas 
Wiats. 

Ifinde no peace and yet nite wdrre ts do fie, 
I feare and hope, and biirne and freefe like ife. 
And feme verfes where the (harpe accent falles vpon 
the firfl and third, and fo make the verfe wholly Tro- 
chaicke, as thus, 

Worke not, no nor, wijh thy friend or foes harme 
Try but, trufi not, ail thatfpeake thee fof aire. 
And fome verfes made of monofillables and biffiliables 
enterlaced as this of th'Earles, 

When raging lone with extreme paine 
And this 

A fairer beafl of frefher hue beheld I fieuer none. 
And fome verfes made all of biffiliables and others 
all of triffillables, and others of poUfillables egally in- 
creafmg and of diuers quantities, and fundry fituations, 
as in this of our owne, made to daunt the infolence of 
a beautifull woman. 

Brittle beauty bloffome daily fading 
Morne, noone, and eue in age and eke in eld 
Dangerous difdainefull pleafantly perfwading 
Eafie to gripe but combrous to weld 
Forflender bottome hard and heauy lading 
Gay for a 7vhile, but little while durable 
Sufpicious, incertaine, irremeable, 
O fince thou art by triall not to trufl 
Wifedome it is, and it is alfo iust 
To found theflemme before the tree be f eld 
That is, fince death will driue vs all to dufl 
To leaue thy loue ere that we be compeld. 
In which ye haue your firfl verfe all of biffiliables 
and of the foot trochens. The fecond all of monofill- 
ables, and all of the foote Iambus, the third all of trif 
fillables, and all of the foote daHilus, your fourth of one 
biffillable. and two monofillables interlarded, the fift of 
one monofillable and two biffiliables enterlaced, and the 
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reft of other fortes and fcituations, fome by degrees 
cncreafing, fome diminifhing: which example I haiie 
fet downe to let you perceiue what pleafant numerofity 
in the meafure and difpofition of your words in a meetre 
may be contriued by curious wits and thefe with other 
like were the obferuations of the Greeke and Latine 
verfifiers. 

CHAP, XIIIL [ATK] 
Of your feet of three times ^ and firfl of the Da^il, 

I Dur feete of three times by prefcription of 
the Latine Grammariens are of eight fun- 
dry proportions, for fome notable diflfer- 
ence appearing in euery fiUable of three 
falling in a word of that fize: but becaufe 
aboue the antepenultima there was (among the Latines) 
none accent audible in any long word, therfore to de- 
uife any foote of longer meafure then of three times 
was to them but fuperfluous: becaufe all aboue the 
number of three are but compounded of their inferi- 
ours. Omitting therefore to fpeake of thefe larger 
feete, we fay that of all your feete of three times the 
Da6lill is moft vfuall and fit for our vulgar meeter, 
and moft agreeable to the eare, fpecially if ye ouerlade 
not your verfe with too many of them but here and 
there enterlace a Iambus or fome other foote of two 
times to giue him grauitio and ftay, as in this quadrein 
Trimeter or of three meafures. 
Render dgaine mte ItbertKe 
and set your cdptHuefree 
Giortoiis is t/ie viBorie 
Conquerours ufe with ienitle 
Wiere ye fee euery verfe is all of a meafure, and yet 
vnegall in number of fillables: for the fecond verfe is 
but of fixe fillables, where the reft are of eight. But 
the reafon is for that in three of the fame verfes are 
two Dailils a peece, which abridge two fillables in 
euery verfe: and fo maketh the longeft euen with the 
ihorteft. Ye may note befides by the firft verfe, how 
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much better fome bifflllahle becorameth to peace out 
an other longer foote then another word doth : for in 
place of \rejider\ if ye had fayd \reJlore\ it had marred 
the Da6lil^ and of neceflitie driuen him out at length 
to be a verfe Iambic of foure feete, becaufe \rendar\ is 
naturally a Trocheus and makes the firil two times of a 
da6liL \ReJlor€\ is naturally a Iambus^ and in this 
place could not poffibly haue made a pleafant dailil. 

Now againe if ye will fay to me that thefe two words 
\libertie\ and \€onquerours\ be not precife Da6lils by the 
Latine rule. So much will I confeffe to, but fmce they 
go currant inough vpon the tongue, and be fo vfually 
pronounced, they may paffe wel inough for DaBiis in 
our vulgar meeters, and that is inough for me, feeking 
but to falhion an art, and not to finifh it: which time 
only and cuftom haue authoritie to do, fpecially in all 
cafes of language as the Poet hath wittily remembred 
in this verfe -fi volet vfus^ 

Quern penes arbitrium est et vis et norma loquendi. 

The E^le of Surrey vpon the death of Sir Thomas 
Wiat made among other this verfe Pentameter and of 
ten fiUables, 

What holy graue {alas) what fepulclier 

But if I had the making of him, he (hould haue bene 
of eleuen fillables and kept his meafure of fiue Hill, and 
would fo haue runne more pleafantly a great deale : for 
as he is now, though he be euen he feemes odde and 
defedliue, for not well obferuing the natural accent of 
euery word, and this would haue bene foone holpen by 
inferring one monofillable in the middle of the verfe, 
and drawing another fillable in the beginning into a 
Da6lil^ this word \fioly\ being a good \Pirrichius'\ and 
very well feruing the tume, thus, 

What holie grdue a Ids what fit sepiilchtr. 
^Vhich verfe if ye penife throughout ye ihall finde him 
after the firft daHil all Trochaick and not Iambic^ nor 
of any other foot of two times. But perchance if ye 
would feeme yet more curious, in place of thefe foure 
Trocheus ye might induce other feete of three times, as 
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to make the three fillables next following the daflil^ the 
foote \amphimacer\ the la(l word \Scpulcher\ the foote 
\amphibracus\ leaning the other midle word for a \Iam' 
bu^ thus. 

What holU grdue a Ids what ftt sepulcher. 
If ye aske me further why I make (injhat) firil long and 
after (hort in one verfe, to that I fatisfied you before, 
that it is by reafon of his accent fliarpe in one place 
and flat in another, being a common monofillabk^ that 
is, apt to receiue either accent, and fo in the firfl place 
receiuing aptly the iharpe accent he is made long: 
afterward receiuing the flat accent more aptly then 
the fliarpe, becaufe the fillable precedent \Jas\ vtterly 
diftaines him, he is made fliort and not long, and that 
with very good melodie, but to haue giuen him the 
fliarpe accent and plucked it from the flllable \las\ it 
had bene to any mans eare a great difcord : for euer- 
more this word \alds\ is accented vpon the lail, and 
that lowdly and notonoufly as appeareth by all our ex- 
clamations vfed vnder that terme. The fame Earle of 
Surrey and Sir Thomas Wyai the firil reformers and 
polifliers of our vulgar Poefie much aff*e6ling the fl-ile 
and meafures of the Italian Petrarcha^ vfed the foote 
da^lil very often but not many in one verfe, as in thefe, 
Full mdnh that in prefence of thy Ituelie hcdy 
Shed Cafars teares vpon Pompeius hed, 
TKhiemU to life deflroi er of all kinde, 
If dmo rous faith in an hart vnfayncd^ 
Myne old deere enemy my froward mafler. 
The furl ous gone in his mofl ra ging ire. 
And many moe which if ye would not allow for dac- 
tils the verfe would halt vnlefle ye would feeme to helpe 
it contracting a fillable by vertue of tlie figure Synerefis 
which I thinke was neuer their meaning, nor in deede 
would haue bred any pleafure to the eare, but hindred 
the flowing of the verfe. Howfoeuer ye take it the 
da^il is commendable inough in our vulgar meetres, 
but moft plaufible of all when he is founded vpon the 
fl^age, as in thefe comicall verfes fliewing how well it 
becommeth all noble men and great perfonages to be 
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temperat and modefl, yea more then any meaner man, 
thus. 

Let no ndbtlMe rlc/us or heritage 
Hdnoiir or empire or edrthlU dominton 
Breed hi your head anie peeuijli opinion 
That ye may safer duouch dnie outrage. 
And in this diflique taxing the Prelate fymoniake 
(landing all vpon perfedl dailils. 

Now mdnie bie tfioney piiruey promotion 
For mony mooues any hart to deitotion. 
But this aduertifement I will giue you withall, that 
if ye vfe too many daHils together ye make your 
mufike too light and of no folerane grauitie fuch as the 
amorous Elegies in court naturally require, being al- 
waies either very doleful! or paffionate as the affedlions 
of loue enforce, in which bufmes ye muft make your 
choife of very few words daHilique^ or them that ye 
can not refufe, to diflblue and breake them into other 
feete by fuch meanes as it fliall be taught hereafter : 
but chiefly in your courtly ditties take heede ye vfe not 
thefe maner of long polifillables and fpecially that ye 
finifh not your verfe with them as \retribution\ rejliiu- 
tion\ remuneration {recapitulation'] and fuch like : for 
they fmatch more the fchoole of common players than 
of any delicate Poet Lyricke or E/egiacke, 

CHAR XV. [XVL] 

Oall fyour other feete of three times and how well they 

mwuldfafhion a mcetre in our vulgar. 

|L1 your other feete of three times I find no 
vfe of them in our vulgar meeters nor no 
fweetenes at all, and yet words inough to 
feme their proportions. So as though 
they haue not hitherto bene made arti- 
ficial!, yet nowe by more curious obferuation they 
might be. Since all artes grew firfl by obferuation of 
natures proceedings and cuflome. And firfl your 
\^Moioffus\ being of all three long is euidently dif- 
couered by this word [^permitting'] The [Anape/tus] of 
two fhort and a long by this word [furious] if the next 




Digitized by 



Google 



OF PROPORTION. LIB. II. 141 

word beginne with a confonant. The foote [Bacchius] 
of a fliort and two long by this word [rgsis/ance\ the foote 
[An/ifiac/nus] of two long a fliort by this word [conquer- 
}ng\ the foote [Amp/iimacfr] of a long a fliort and a long 
by this word [con^uB-mg] the foote of [Amphibrachui[ 
of a fliort a long and a fliort by this word [remember] if 
a vowell follow. The foote [Trtbrachus\ of three fliort 
times is very hard to be made by any of our iriffillables 
vnles they be compounded of the fmoothefl fort of 
confonants or fiUables vocals, or of three fmooth mono- 
fUlables^ or of fome peece of a long polyfdlable and 
after that fort we may with wrefling of words fliape the 
foot \Tribrachus\ rather by vfurpation then by rule, 
which neuertheles is allowed in euery primitiue arte 
and iuuention : and fo it was by the Greekes and Latin es 
in their firil verifying, as if a rule fliould be fet downe 
that from henceforth thefe words fliould be counted al 
Tribrachus, \emmle\ remedte\ selines] vwniies\ feniies] 
crueiiie\ and fuch like, or a peece of this long word 
\recduerdble\ innumerable readilie\ and others. Of all 
which manner of apt wordes to make thefe ftranger 
feet of three times which go not fo currant with our 
eare as the daBil^ the maker fliould haue a good 
iudgement to know them by their manner of ortho- 
graphic and by their accent which ferue moft. fitly for 
euery foote, or elfe he flioulde haue alwaies a little 
calender of them apart to vfe readily when he fliall 
neede them. But becaufe in very truth I thinke them 
but vaine and fuperfl^itious obferuations nothing at all 
furthering the pleafant melody of our Englifli meeter, 
1 leaue to fpeake any more of them and rather wifli 
the continuance of our old maner of Poefie, fcanning 
our verfe by fillables rather than by feete, and vfmg 
moft. commonly the word lambique and fometime the 
Trochaike which ye fliall difceme by their accents, and 
now and then Si da^ill keeping precifely our fymphony 
or rime without any other mincing meafures, which an 
idle inuentiue head could eafily deuife, as the former 
examples teach. 
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CHAP. XVL [XVII.] 

Of y(mr verfes perfe^ and defe^ue^ and thai which tJu 

Grcccians called tJu hcUfe foote. 

|He Greekes and Latines vfed verfes in the 
odde fillable of two fortes, which they 
called Catak6Hcke and Acataledlicke^ that 
is odde vnder and odde ouer the iu(l 
meafure of their verfe, and we in our vul- 
gar finde many of the like, and fpecially in the rimes 
of Sir Thomas Wiat, drained perchaunce out of their 
originall, made firil by Francis Petrarcha : as thefe 
Like vnto tliefe^ immeafurahle mouniaines^ 
So is my painefull life t/u burden of ire: 
For hie be they^ and hie is my defire 

And I of tear es^ and they are full of fountaines. 
Where in your firil fecond and fourth verfe, ye may 
find a fillable fuperfluous, and though in the firft ye 
will feeme to helpe it, by drawing thefe three fiUables, 
{Jm me sH) into a daHily in the reft it can not be fo ex- 
cufed, wherefore we muft thinke he did it of purpofe, 
by the odde fillable to giue greater grace to his meetre, 
and we finde in our old rimes, this odde fillable, 
fometime placed in the beginning and fometimes in the 
middle of a verfe, and is allowed to go alone and to 
hang to any other fillable. But this odde fillable in our 
meetres is not the halfe foote as the Greekes and 
Latines vfed him in their verfes, and called fuch mea- 
fure pentimimeris and eptamimeris, but rather is that, 
which they called the catale^ik or maymed verfe. 
Their hemimeris or halfe foote ferued not by licence 
Poeticall or neceffitie of words, but to bewtifie and 
exornate the verfe by placing one fuch halfe foote in 
the middle Cefure, and one other in the end of the 
verfe, as they vfed all their pentameters elegiack: 
and not by coupling them together, biit by accompt 
to make their verfe of a iuft meafure and not defedliue 
or fuperflous: our odde fillable is not altogether of 
that nature, but is in a maner drowned and fuppreft 
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by the flat accent, and (brinks away as it were inaudible 
and by that meane the odde verfe comes almofl to be 
an euen in euery mans hearing. The halfe foote of 
the auncients was referued purpofely to an vfe, and 
therefore they gaue fuch odde fiUable, wherefoeuer he 
fell the (harper accent, and made by him a notorious 
l>aufe as in t]\v& pentameter. 

Nil mi hi refcribds dttdmln Ipse ve n\. 
Which in all make fine whole feete, or the verfe 
Pentameter. We in our vulgar haue not the vfe of the 
like halfe foote. 

CHAP, XIIL [ZK///.] 

Of the breaking your biffiilabks and polyfillables and 

when it is to be vfed. 

|Vt whether ye fuffer your fiUable to receiue 
his quantitie by his accent, or by his orto- 
graphy, or whether ye keepe your biffil- 
table whole or whether ye breake him, all 
is one to his quantitie, and his time will 
appeare the felfe fame flill and ought not to be altered 
by our makers, vnleflTe it be when fuch Tillable is al- 
lowed to be common and to receiue any of both times, 
as in the dimeter, made of two fillables entier. 
extreame desire 
The firfl is a good fpondeus, the fecond a good 
iambus, and if the fame wordes be broken thus it is 
not fo pleafant. 

in ex treame de fire 
And yet the firfl makes a iambus, and the fecond a 
trocheus ech fillable retayning flill his former quantities. 
And alwaies ye mufl haue regard to the fweetenes of 
the meetre, fo as if your word polyfillable would not 
found pleafantly whole, ye (hould for the nonce 
breake him, which ye may eafily doo by inferting here 
and there one monofillable among your polyfillables, or 
by chaunging your word into another place then where 
he foundes vnpleafantly, and by breaking, turne a 
trocheus to a iambus, or contrariwife : as thus : 
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Hollow tfdlleis under hiejl mountatnes 
Crdggle cliffcs bring foorih ifie fairejl fountaims 
Thefe verfes be irochaik, and in mine eare not fo 
fweete and harmonicall as the iambicque^ thus : 
The hdlldwjl vdis lie under hieJl mountdines 
Thecrd^Jl cli/s bring forth the fatreft founidines. 
All which verfes bee now become iambicque by 
breaking the firil biffillables, and yet alters not their 
quantities though the feete be altered : and thus, 
Reftleffe is the heart in his defires 
Rauing after that reafon doth denie. 
Which being turned thus makes a new harmonie. 
The reflleffe hearty renues his old defires 
Ay rauing after that reafon doth it deny. 
And following this obfeniation your meetres being 
builded with polyfillables will fall diuerfly out, that is 
fome to be fpondaick, fome iambick, others da^Ulick^ 
others trochaick^ and of one mingled with another, as 
in this verfe. 

Heauie is the bQrden of Princes ire 
The verfe is trochaick, but being altered thus, is iam- 
bicque. 

Fail heauie Is the pdife of Princes ire 
And as Sir Thomas Wiat fong in a verfe wholly 
trochaick, becaufe the wordes do bed fhape to that 
foote by their naturall accent, thus, 

Farewell loue and dll thie Idivesfor hur 
And in this ditty of th'Erle of Surries, paffing fweete 
and harmonicall, all be lambick. 

When raging loue with extreme paine 
So cruelly doth fir aine my hart^ 
And that the teares like fluds ofraine 
Beare witneffe of my wofidl fmart. 
Which be}'ng difpofed otherwife or not broken, would 
proue all trochaick^ but nothing pleafant. 

Now furthermore ye are to note, that al your mono- 
fyllables may receiue the fliaq^ accent, but not fo aptly 
one as another, as in this verfe where they feme well 
to make him iambicque^ but not trochaick. 
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God graunt this peace may long tndure 
Where the fharpe accent falles more tunably vpon 
[graun/] [peace] [/o/ig] [dure] then it would by con- 
uerfion, as to accent them thus : 

God graunt-ihts peace-may long-endure^ 
And yet if ye will aske me the reafon, I can not tell 
it, but that it fhapes fo to myne eare, and as I thinke 
to euery other mans. And in this meeter where ye 
haue whole words biffillable vnbroken, that maintaine 
(by reafon of their accent) fundry feete, yet going one 
with another be very harmonicalL 

Where ye fee one to be a trocheiis another the 
iambus^ and fo entermingled not by eletlion but by 
conflraint of their feuerall accents, which ought not to 
be altred, yet comes it to pafle that many times ye 
mud of neceffitie alter the accent of a fiUable, and put 
him from his naturall place, and then one fillable, of a 
word polyfillable^ or one word monofiiiable, will abide 
to be made fometimes long, fometimes fhort, as in this 
quadreyne of ours playd in a mery moode. 
Glue mk mine dwne dnd whin I db defire 
Geue others theirs^ and nothing that is mine 
Nhr giue mi thdt^ wherto all men aspire 
Tlien neither gold^ nor fair e women nor wine. 
Where in your firil verfe thefe two words [giue\ and 
\me\ are accented one high th'other low, in the third 
verfe the fame words are accented contrary, and the 
reafon of this exchange is manifeft, becaufe the maker 
playes with thefe two claufes of fundry relations [giue 
me] and [giue others] fo as the monofillable [me] being 
refpedliue to the word [others] and inferring a fubtilitie 
or wittie implication, ought not to haue the lame accent, 
as when he hath no fuch refpedl, as in this di/tih of 
ours. 

2 roue me {Madame) ere ye reproue 
Meeke minds Jhould exctife not accuse. 
In which verfe ye fee this word [reprooue^ the 
Tillable [prooue] alters his (harpe accent into a flat, for 
naturally it is long in all his fmgles and compoundes 

K 
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\rej>rooue^pprohie\ \difprooue\ andfo isthefiUable \aije\ 
in \excuje^ccufe\ [rea^fe] yet in thefe verfesby reafon one 
of them doth as it were nicke ajiother, and haue a 
certaine extraordinary fence with all, it behoueth to 
remoue the fharpe accents from whence they are mod ' 
natural!, to place them where the nicke may be more 
exprefly difcouered, and therefore in this verfe where 
no fuch implication is, nor no relation it is otherwife, 
as thus. 

If ye reprcue my confancie 

I will excufe you curtejly. 
For in this word \r€probue\ becaufe there is no extra- 
ordinary fence to be inferred, he keepeth his fharpe 
accent vpon the fillable \probue\ but in the former 
verfes becaufe they feeme to encounter ech other, they 
do thereby merite an audible and pleafant alteration 
of their accents in thofe fillables that caufe the fubtiltie. 
Of thefe maner of nicetees ye Ihal finde in many places 
of our booke, but fpecially where we treate of orna- 
ment, vnto which we referre you, fauing that we thought 
good to fet down one example more to folace your 
mindes with mirth after all thefe fcholafticall preceptes, 
which can not but bring with them (fpecially to 'Cour- 
tiers) much tedioufneffe, and fo to end. In our Come- 
die intituled Ginecocratia : the king was fuppofed to 
be a perfon very amorous and effeminate, and therefore 
mofl ruled his ordinary affaires by the aduife of women 
either for the loue he bare to their perfons or liking he 
had to their pleafant ready witts and vtterance. Comes 
me to the Court one Folemon an honefl plaine man of 
the country, but rich : and hauing a fuite to the king, 
met by chaunce with one Philino^ a louer of wine and 
a merry companion in Court, and praied him in that 
he was a flranger that he would vouchfafe to tell him 
which way he were befl to worke to get his fuite, and 
who were mofl in credit and fauour about the king, 
that he might feeke to them to furder his attempt. 
Philino perceyuing the plainnefTe of the man, and that 
there would be fome good done with him, told Folemon 
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that if he would well confider him for his labor he would 
bring him where he (hould know the truth of all his 
demaundes by the fentence of the Oracle. Polemon 
gaue him twentie crownes, Philino brings him into a 
place where behind an arras cloth hee himfelfe fpake 
in manner of an Oracle in thefe meeters, for fo did all 
the Sybils and fothfaiers in old times giue their anfwers. 

Your bejl way to worke - and marke my words wdl^ 

Not money : nor many^ 

Nor any : but any, 

Not weemen, but weemen beare the bell. 
Polemon wift not what to make of this doubtful 
fpeach, and not being lawfull to importune the oracle 
more then once in one matter, conceyued in his head 
the pleafanter conilrudlion, and flacke to it : and hau- 
ing at home a fayre young damfell of eighteene yeares 
old to his daughter, that could very well behaue her 
felfe in countenance and alfo in her language, apparelled 
her as gay as he could, and brought her to the Court, 
where Philino harkning daily after the euent of this 
matter, met him, and recommended his daughter to 
the Lords, who perceiuing her great beauty and other 
good parts, brought her to the King, to whom (he ex- 
hibited her fathers fupplication, and found fo great 
fauour in his eye, as without any long delay (he obtained 
her fute at his hands. Polemon by the diligent follicit- 
ing of his daughter, wanne his purpofe : Philino gat a 
good reward and vfed the matter fo, as howfoeuer the 
oracle had bene conftrued, he could not haue receiued 
blame nor difcredit by the fucceffe, for euery waies it 
would haue proued true, whether Polemons daughter 
had obtayned the fute, or not obtained it. And the 
fubtiltie lay in the accent and Ortographie of thefe two 
wordes [any"] and \7ueemen\ for [any'] being deuided 
founds \a «/Vorneere perfon to the king: and Uifeemen] 
being diuided foundes wee men, and not [weemen] 
and fo by this meane Philino ferued all tumes and 
fhifted himfelfe from blame, not vnlike the tale of the 
Rattlemoufe who in the warres proclaimed betweene 
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the foure footed beads, and the birdes, beyng fent for 

by the Lyon to be at his muflers, excufed himfelfe for 

that he was a foule and flew with winges : and beyng 

fent for by the Eagle to feme him, fayd that he was a 

foure footed bead, and by that craftie cauill efcaped 

the danger of the warres, and (hunned the feruice of 

both Princes. And euer fince fate at home by the 

fires fide, eating vp the poore husbandmans 

baken, halfe loft for lacke of a good 

hufwifes looking too. 



FINIS, 
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CHAP, I. 
Of Ornament PoeticaU. 

S no doubt the good proportion of any 
thing doth greatly adome and com- 
mend it and right fo our late re- 
membred proportions doe to our 
vulgar Poefie : fo is there yet re- 
quifite to the perfedlion of this arte, 
another maner of exomation, which 
refleth in the fafliioning of our 
makers language and flile, to fuch purpofe as it may 
delight and allure as well the mynde as the eare of the 
hearers with a certaine noueltie and flrange maner of 
conueyance, difguifmg it no litle from the ordinary and 
accuftomed : neuertheleffe making it nothing the more 
vnfeemely or misbecomming, but rather decenter and 
more agreable to any ciuill eare and vnderdanding. 
And as we fee in thefe great Madames of honour, be 
they for perfonage or otherwife neuer fo comely and 
bewtifull, yet if they want their courtly habillements 
or at leaftwife fuch other apparell as cuilome and ciuil- 
itie haue ordained to couer their naked bodies, would 
be halfe afliamed or greatly out of countenaunce to be 
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feen in that fort, and perchance do then thinke them- 
felues more amiable in euery mans eye, when they be 
in their richeft attire, fuppofe of filkes or tyffewes and 
coftly embroderies, then when they go in cloth or in 
any other plaine and fimple apparell, Euen fo cannot 
our vulgar Poefie fhew it felfe either gallant or gor- 
gious, if any lymme be left naked and bare and not 
clad in his kindly clothes and coulours, fuch as may 
conuey them fomwhat out of fight, that is from the 
common courfe of ordinary fpeach and capacitie of the 
vulgar iudgeraent, and yet being artificially handled 
mufl needcs yeld it much more bewtie and commen- 
dation. This ornament we fpeake of is giuen to it by 
figures and figuratiue fpeaches, which be the flowers 
as it were and coulours that a Poet fetteth vpon his 
language of arte, as the embroderer doth his Hone and 
perle, or paiTements of gold vpon the ftuffe of a Princely 
garment, or as th' excellent painter befloweth the rich 
Orient coulours vpon his table of pourtraite : fo neuer- 
thelefle as if the fame coulours in our arte of Poefie 
(as well as in thofe other mechanicall artes) be not 
well tempered, or not well layd, or be vfed in exceffe, or 
neuer fo litle difordered or mifplaced, they not onely 
giue it no maner of grace at all, but rather do disfigure 
the fluffe and fpill the whole workmanftiip taking 
away all bewtie and good liking from it, no leffe then 
if the crimfon tainte, which fhould be laid vpon a Ladies 
lips, or right in the center of her cheekes (hould by 
fome oueriight or mifhap be applied to her forhead or 
chinne, it would make (ye would fay) but a very ridi- 
culous bewtie, wherfore the chief prayfe and cunning 
of our Poet is in the difcreet vfing of his figures, as the 
skilfull painters is in the good conueyance of his coulours 
and fhadowing traits of his penfill, with a dele<5lable 
varietie, by all meafure and iuft proportion, and in 
places moft aptly to be bellowed. 
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CHAP, IL 

Hmvoiirun-iting and fpeaches publike ought to hefiguratiue^ 

and if they be not doe greatly dif grace the caiife and 

purpofe ofthefpeaker and writer, 

|Vt as it hath bene alwayes reputed a great 
fault to vfe figuratiue fpeaches foolilhly 
and indifcretly, fo is it efteemed no 
lefle an imperfedlion in mans vtterance, 
to haue none vfe of figure at all, fpe- 
cially in our writing and fpeaches publike, making 
them but as our ordinary talke, then which no- 
thing can be more vnfauourie and farre from all ciui- 
litie. I remember in the firft yeare of Queenes Maries 
raigne a Knight of Yorkfliire was chofen fpeaker 
of the Parliament, a good gentleman and wife, in the 
affaires of his (hire, and not vnleamed in the lawes of 
the Realme, but as well for fome lack of his teeth, as 
for want of language nothing well fpoken, which at 
that time and bufmeffe was mod behooffull for him to 
haue bene : this man after he had made his Oration to 
the Queene ; which ye know is of courfe to be done 
at the firft affembly of both houfes ; a bencher of the 
Temple both well learned and very eloquent, returning 
from the Parliament houfe asked another gentleman 
his frend how he liked M. Speakers Oration : mary 
quoth th 'other, me thinks I heard not a better ale- 
houfe tale told this feuen yeares. This happened 
becaufe the good old Knight made no difference be- 
tweene an Oration or publike fpeach to be deliuered 
to th'eare of a Princes Maieftie and (late of a Realme, 
then he would haue done of an ordinary tale to be told 
at his table in the countrey, wherein all men know the 
oddes is very great. And though graue and wife 
counfellours in their confultations doe not vfe much 
fuperfluous eloquence, and alfo in their iudiciall hear- 
ings do much miflike all fcholafticall rhetoricks : yet 
in (uch a cafe as it may be (and as this Parliament was) 
if the Ix)rd Chancelour of England or Arch])iniop of 
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Canterbury himfelfe were to fpeake, he ought to doe it 
cunningly and eloquently, which can not be without 
the vfe of figures : and neuertheleffe none impeach- 
ment or blemifli to the grauitie of their perfons or o. 
the caufe : wdierein I report me to them that knew Sir 
Nicholas Bacon Lord keeper of the great Seale, or the 
now Lord Trealorer of England, and haue bene con- 
uerfant with their fpeaches made in the Parliament 
houfe and Starrechamber. From whofe lippes I haue 
feene to proceede more graue and natural! eloquence, 
then from all the Oratours of Oxford or Cambridge, but 
all is as it is handled, and maketh no matter whether 
the fame eloquence be naturall to them or artificiall 
(though I thinke rather naturall) yet were they knowen 
to be learned and not vnskilfull of th'arte, when they 
were yonger men : and as learning and arte teacheth 
a fchollar to fpeake, fo doth it alfo teach a counfellour, 
and afwell an old man as a yong, and a man in 
authoritie, afwell as a priuate perfon, and a pleader af- 
well as a preacher, euery man after his fort and calling 
as bed becommeth : and that fpeach which becommeth 
one, doth not become another, for maners of fpeaches, 
fome feme to work in excelTe, fome in mediocritie, 
fome to graue purpofes, fome to light, fome to be fhort 
and brief, fome to be long, iome to fl.irre vp affecflions, 
fome to pacifie and appeafe them, and thefe common 
defpifers of good vtterance, which refteth altogether 
in figuratiue fi)eaches, being well vfed whether it come 
by nature or by arte or by exercife, they be but certaine 
groffe ignorance of whom it is truly fpokeny?/V;///Vi itoii 
Jiabct inimicum nifi ignorantem, I haue come to the 
Lord Keeper Sir Nicholas Bacon^ and found him fitting 
in his gallery alone with the works of Qiniiiilian before 
him, in deede he was a mod eloquent man, and of rare 
learning and wifedome, as euer I knew England to 
breed, and one that ioyed as much in learned men and 
men of good witts. A Knight of the Queenes priuie 
chamber, once intreated a noble woman of the Court, 
being in great fauour about her Maieflie (to th'intent 
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to remoue her from a certaine difpleafure, which by 
finifter opinion Ihe had conceiued againft a gentleman 
his friend) that it would pleafe her to heare him fpeake 
in his own caufe, and not to condemne him vpon 
his aduerfaries report : God forbid faid (he, he is to wife 
for me to talke with, let him goe and iktisfie fuch a 
man naming him : why quoth the Knight againe, had 
your Ladyfhip rather heare a man talke like a foole or 
like a wife man ? This was becaufe the Lady was a litle 
peruerfe,and not diipoied to reforme her felfe by hearing 
reafon, which none other can fo well beate into the 
ignorant head, as the well Ipoken and eloquent man. 
And becaufe I am fo farre waded into this diicourfe 
of eloquence and figuratiue fpeaches, I will tell you 
what hapned on a time my felfe being prefent when 
certaine Do<5lours of the ciuil law were heard in a 
litigious caufe betwixt a man and his wife : before a great 
Magillrat who (as they can tell that knew him) was a 
man very well learned and graue, but fomewhat fo^Te, 
and of no plaufible vtterance : the gentlemans chaunce, 
was to fay : my Lord the fimple woman is not fo much 
to blame as her lewde abbettours, who by violent per- 
fwafions haue lead her into this wilfulneffe. Quoth 
the iudge, what neede fuch eloquent termes in this 
place, the gentleman replied, doth your Lordfhip 
miflike the terme, \violent\ and me thinkes I fpeake it to 
great pui*pofe : for I am fure fhe would neuer haue 
done it, but by force of perfwafion : and if perfwafions 
were not very violent, to the minde of man it could not 
haue wrought fo flrange an effe6t as we read that it 
did once in iEgypt, and would haue told the whole 
tale at large, if the Magiflrate had not paffed it ouer 
very pleafantly. Now to tell you the whole matter as 
the gentleman intended, thus it was. There came 
into iEgypt a notable Oratour, whofe name was 
Hegefias who inueyed fo much againft the incommod- 
ities of this tranfitory life, and fo highly commended 
death the difpatcher of all euils ; as a great number 
of his hearers deftroyed themfelues, fome with weapon, 
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fome with poyfon, others by drowning and hanging 
themfelues to be rid out of this vale of mifery, in fo 
much as it was feared lead many moe of the people 
would haue mifcaried by occafion of his perfwafions, 
if king Ptolonu had not made a publicke proclamation, 
that the Oratour (hould auoyde the countrey, and no 
more be allowed to fpeake in any matter. Whether 
now perfwafions, may not be faid violent and forcible 
to fimple myndes in fpeciall, I referre it to all mens 
iudgements that heare the flory. At leafl waies, I 
finde this opinion, confirmed by a pretie deuife or em- 
bleme that Lucianus alleageth he faw in the pourtrait 
of Hercules within the Citie of Marfeills in Prouence : 
where they had figured a luftie old man with a long 
chayne tyed by one end at his tong, by the other end 
at the peoples eares, who (lood a farre of and feemed 
to be drawen to him by the force of that chayne 
faflned to his tong, as who would fay, by force of his 
perfwafions. And to fhew more plainly that eloquence 
is of great force (and not as many men thinke amiffe) 
the propertie and gift of yong men onely, but rather 
of old men, and a thing which better becommeth hory 
haires then beardleife boyes, they feerae to ground it 
vpon this reafon : age (fay they and mofl truly) brings 
experience, experience bringeth wifedome, long life 
yeldes long vfe and much exercife of fpeach, exercife 
and cuflome with wifedome, make an affured and vol- 
luble vtterance : fo is it that old men more then any 
other foft fpeake mofl grauely, wifely, affuredly, and 
plaufibly, which partes are all that can be required in 
perfite eloquence, and fo in all deliberations of impor- 
tance where counfellours are allowed freely to opyne 
and fliew their conceits, good perfwafion is no lefTe re- 
quifite then fpeach it felfe: for in great purj^ofes to 
fpeake and not to be able or likely to perfwade, is a 
vayne thing: now let vs retume backe to fay more of 
this Poeticall ornament. 



Digitized by 



Google 




OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 155 



CHAP. II L 

How ornament Poeticall is of two fortes according to the 
double vertue and efficacie of figures. 

Us ornament then is of two fortes, one to 
latisfie and delight th'eare onely by a 
goodly outward fhew fet vpon the matter 
with wordes, and fpeaches fraothly and 
tunably running : another by certaine in- 
tendments or fence of fuch wordes and fpeaches in- 
wardly working a flirre to the mynde : that firfl qualitie 
the Greeks called Enargiay of this word argoSy becaufe 
it geueth a glorious luflre and light. This latter they 
called Energia of ergon, becaufe it wrought with a 
flrong and vertuous operation; and figure breedeth 
them both, fome feruing to giue gloffe onely to a lan- 
guage, fome to geue it efficacie by fence, and fo by 
that meanes fome of them ferue th*eare onely, fome 
feme the conceit onely and not th'eare : there be of 
them alfo that ferue both tumes as common feruitours 
appointed for th*one and th'other purpofe, which fhalbe 
hereafter fpoken of in place: but becaufe we haue 
alleaged before that ornament is but the good or rather 
bewtifuU habite of language or flile, and figuratiue 
fpeaches the inflrument wherewith we bumifh our 
language falhioning it to this or that meafure and pro- 
portion, whence finally refulteth a long and continuall 
phrafe or maner of writing or fpeach, which we call 
by the name oi flile: we wil firfl fpeake of language, 
then of flile, laflly of figure, and declare their vertue 
and differences, and alfo their vfe and befl application, 
and what portion in exomation euery of them bringeth 
to the bewtifying of this Arte. 



Digitized by 



Google 




156 OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 

CHAP. JUL 
Of Language, 

[Peach is not naturall to man fauing for his 
onely habilitie to fpeake, and that he is 
by kinde apt to vtter all his conceits with 
founds and voyces diuerfified many maner 
of wayes, by meanes of the many and fit 
inftruments he hath by nature to that purpofe, as a 
broad and voluble tong, thinne and mouable lippes, 
teeth euen and not fhagged, thick ranged, a round 
vaulted pallate, and a long throte, befides an excellent 
capacitie of wit that maketh him more difciplinable 
and imitatiue then any other creature : then as to the 
forme and a6lion of his fpeach, it commeth to him by 
arte and teaching, and by vfe or exercife. But after a 
fpeach is fully fafhioned to the common vnderflanding, 
and accepted by confent of a whole countrey and 
nation, it is called a language, and receaueth none 
allowed alteration, but by extraordinary occafions by 
little and little, as it were infenfibly bringing in of many 
corruptions that creepe along with the time : of all 
which matters, we haue more largely fpoken in our 
bookes of the originals and pedigree of the Englifh 
tong. Then when I fay language, I meane the fpeach 
wherein the Poet or maker writeth be it Greek or 
Latine, or as our cafe is the vulgar Englilh, and when 
it is peculiar vnto a countrey it is called the mother 
fpeach of that people : the Greekes terme it Idioma : 
fo is ours at this day the Norman Englifh. Before 
the Conquefl of the Normans it was the Anglefaxon, 
and before that the Britifh, which as fome will, is at 
this day, the WaKh, or as others affirme the Cornifh : 
I for my part thinke neither of both, as they be now 
fpoken and p[r]onounced. This part in our maker or 
Poet mud be heedyly looked vnto, that it be naturall, 
pure, and the mod vfuall of all his countrey : and for 
the fame purpofe rather that which is fpoken in the 
kings Court, or in the good townes and Cities within 
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the land, then in the marches and frontiers, or in port 
townes, where flraungers haunt for traffike fake, or yet 
in Vniuerfities where Schollers vfe much peeuifli af- 
fedlation of words out of the primatiue languages, or 
finally, in any vplandilh village or comer of a llealme, 
where is no refort but of poore ruflicall or vnciuill 
people : neither fhall he follow the fpeach of a craftes 
man or carter, or other of the inferiour fort, though he 
be "inhabitant or bred in the bed towne and Citie in 
this Realme, for fuch perfons doe abufe good fpeaches 
by flrange accents or ill fhapen foundes, and falfe 
ortographie. But he fhall follow generally the better 
brought vp fort, fuch as the Greekes call [charienies] 
men ciuill and gracioufly behauoured and bred. Our 
maker therfore at thefe dayes fhall not follow Piers 
plowman nor Gower nor Lydgate nor yet Chaucer^ for 
their language is now out of vfe with vs : neither fhall 
he take the termes of Northern-men, fuch as they vfe 
in dayly talke, whether they be noble men or gentle- 
men, or of their befl clarkes all is a matter : nor in 
effetSt any fpeach vfed beyond the riuer of Trent, 
though no man can deny but that theirs is the purer 
Englifh Saxon at this day, yet it is not fo Courtly nor fo 
airrant as our Southeme Englifh is, no more is the 
far Wefleme mans fpeach : ye fhall therefore take the 
vfuall fpeach of the Court, and that of London and 
the fhires lying about Ix)ndon within Ix. myles, and 
not much aboue. I fay not this but that in euery 
fhyre of England there be gentlemen and others that 
fpeake but fpecially write as good Southeme as we of 
Middlefex or Surrey do, but not the common people of 
euery fhire, to whom the gentlemen, and alfo their 
leamed clarkes do for the mofl part condefcend, but 
herein we are already ruled by th' Englifh Didlionaries 
and other bookes written by leamed men, and there- 
fore it needeth none other dire6lion in that behalfe. 
Albeit peraduenture fome fmall admonition be not 
impertinent, for we finde in our Englifh writers many 
wordes and fpeaches amendable, and ye fhall fee in 
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fome many inkhorne termes fo ill affe<5led brought in 
by men of learning as preachers and fchoolemaflers : 
and many (Iraunge termes of other languages by 
Secretaries and Marchaunts and trauailours, and many 
darke wordes and not vfuall nor well founding, though 
they be dayly fpoken in Court Wherefore great heed 
mud be taken by our maker in this point that his 
choife be good. And peraduenture the writer hereof 
be in that behalfe no leffe faultie then any other, vfmg 
many flraunge and vnaccuftomed wordes and borrowed 
from other languages : and in that refpedt him felfe 
no meete Magiflrate to reforme the fame errours in 
any other perfon, but fmce he is not vnwilling to 
acknowledge his owne fault, and can the better tell 
how to amend it, he may feem a more excufable cor- 
redlour of other mens : he intendeth therefore for an 
indifferent way and vniuerfall benefite to taxe him 
felfe firll and before any others. 

Thefe be words vfed by th'author in tliis prefent 
treatife, fcientifick^, but with fome reafon, for it anfwer- 
eth the word mechanically which no other word could 
haue done fo properly, for when hee fpake of all artifi- 
cers which reft either in fcience or in handy craft, it 
followed necefTarilie that fdentifiqiie (hould be coupled 
with mechanicall: or els neither of both to haue bene 
allowed, but in their places : a man of fcience liberall, 
and a handicrafts man, which had not bene fo cleanly 
a fpeech as the other Maior-domo\ in truth this word 
is borrowed of the Spaniard and Italian^ and therefore 
new and not vfuall, but to them that are acquainted with 
the affaires of Court: and fo for his iolly magnificence 
(as this cafe is) may be accepted among Courtiers, for 
whom this is fpecially written. A man might haue faid 
in fleade of Maior-domo, the French word {maistre 
d'hojlell) but ilfauouredly, or the right Englifh word 
(Lord Steward!) But me thinks for my owne opinion 
this word Maior-domo though he be borrowed, is more 
acceptable than any of the reft, other men may iudge 
otherwife. PolUien^ this word alfo is receiued from the 
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Frenchmen, but at this day vfuall in Court and with all 
good Secretaries : and cannot finde an Englifh word to 
match him, for to haue faid a man politique, had not 
bene fo wel: bicaufe in trueth that had bene no more 
than to haue faid a ciuil perfon. Politien is rather a 
furueyour of ciuilitie than ciuil, and a publique minifter 
or Counfeller in the flate. Ye haue alfo this worde 
Conduit, a French word, but well allowed of vs, and 
long fmce vfuall, it foundes foraewhat more than this 
word (leading) for it is applied onely to the leading of 
a Captaine, and not as a little boy fhould leade a blinde 
man, therefore more proper to the cafe when he faide, 
conduit of whole armies: ye finde alfo this word 
Jdiome, taken from the Greekes, yet feruing aptly, when 
a man wanteth to expreffe fo much vnles it be in two 
words, which furpluflage to auoide, we are allowed to 
draw in other words fmgle, and afmuch fignificatiue: 
this word fignificatiiu is borrowed of the Latine and 
French, but to vs brought in firfl by fome Noble-mans 
Secretarie, as I thinke, yet doth fo well feme the 
tume, as it could not now be fpared : and many more 
like vfurped Latine and French words: as, Methode^ 
methodically placation^ fun flion, affubtiling, refining^ com- 
pendiouSy proHxCy figurat'iuey inueigle. A terme borrowed 
of our common Lawyers, impr^wtiy alfo a new terme, 
but well exprelTmg the matter, and more than our 
Englifh word. Thefe words, Numerous, numerofiteey 
metrically harmonically but they cannot be refufed, fpe- 
cially in this place for defcription of the arte. Alfo ye 
finde thefe words, penetrate, penetrable, indignitiCy which 
I cannot fee how we may fpare them, whatfoeuer fault 
wee finde with Ink-horne termes: for our fpeach want- 
eth wordes to fuch fence fo well to be vfed : yet in 
(leade of indigniticy yee haue vnworthineffe : and for 
penetratCy we may fay peercCy and that a French terme 
alfo, or broche, or enter into with violence, but not fo 
well founding as penetrate. Item, fauagCy for wilde: 
obfcurCy for darke. Item thefe words, declination, de* 
UneaOon, dimentiony are fcholafticall termes in deede. 
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and yet very proper. But peraduenture (and I could 
bring a reafon for it) many other like words borrowed 
out of the Latin and French, were not fo well to be 
allowed by vs, as thefe words, audacious^ for bold: 
facunditie, for eloquence: egregious, for great or notable: 
impleie, for replenifhed : attemptat, for attempt : compat- 
ible, for agreeable in nature, and many more. But 
herein the noble Poet Horace hath faid inough to latis- 
fie vs all in thefe few verfes. 

Midia renafcentur quce iam cecidere cadent qtu 
Quce nuncfunt in honore vocabulafi void vfus 
Quern penes arhitrium eft et viset norma loquendi. 
Which I haue thus englilhed, but nothing with fo good 
grace, nor fo briefly as the Poet wrote. 

Many a word yfalne ftiall eft arift 
Andfiich as fww bene held in hieft prift 
Will fall as f aft, when vfe and cuftome will 
Onely vmpiers offpeach, for force and skill, 

CHAP, V. 
Of Stile, 

ITile is a conflant and continual phrafe or 
tenour of fpeaking and writing, extending 
to the whole tale or procefle of the poeme 
or hillorie, and not properly to any peece 
or member ot a tale: but is of words 
fpeeches and fentences together, a certain e contriued 
forme and qualitie, many times naturall to the writer, 
many times his peculier by eledlion and arte, and fuch 
as either he keepeth by skill, or holdeth on by ignor- 
ance, and will not or peraduenture cannot eafily alter 
into any other. So we fay that Ciceroes flile, and 
Salufts were not one, nor Cefars and Liuies, nor Homers 
and Hefwdus, nor Herodotus and 2'heucidides, nor 
Euripides and Ariftophaties, nor Erafmus and Budeus 
(liles. And becaufe this continuall courfe and manner 
of writing or fpeech (heweth the matter and difpofition 
of the writers minde, more tlian one or few words or 
fentences can (hew, therefore there be that haue called 
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Rile, the image of man \jnefitls chara^dr] for man is 
but his minde, and as his minde is tempered and quali- 
fied, fo are his fpeeches and language at large, and his 
inward conceits be the mettall of his minde, and his 
manner of vtterance the very warp and woofe of his 
conceits, more plainc, or bufie and intricate, or other- 
wife affedled after the rate. Mod men fay that not any 
one point in all Phijhgmmy is fo certaine, as to iudge 
a mans manners by his eye: but more afllnedly in mine 
opinion, by his dayly maner of fpeech and ordinary 
writing. For if the man be graue, his fpeech and (lile 
is graue: if light-headed, his llile and language alfo 
light: if the minde be haughtic and hoate, the fpeech 
and llile is alfo vehement and llirring: if it be colde 
and temperate, the llile is alfo ver>' modefl: if it be 
humble, or bafe and meeke, fo is alfo the language and 
llile. And yet peraduenture not altogether fo, but that 
euery mans llile is for the moll part according to 
the matter and fubie6l of the writer, or fo ought 
to be, and conformable thereunto. Then againe 
may it be faid as w^el, that men doo chufe their 
fubiedls according to the mettal of their minds, 
and therfore a high minded man chufeth him high and 
lofty matter to write of. The bafe courage, matter 
bafe and lowe, the meane and modefl mind, meane 
and moderate matters after the rate. Howfoeuer it be, 
we finde that vnder thefe three principall complexions 
(if I may with leaue fo terme them) high, meane and 
bafe llile, there be contained many other humors or 
qualities of llile, as the plaine an4 obfcure, the' rough 
and fmoth, the facill and hard, the plentifull and 
barraine, the rude and eloquent, the ftrong and feeble, 
the vehement and cold lliles, all which in their euill 
are to be reformed, and the good to be kept and vfed. 
But generally to haue the Rile decent and comely 
it behooueth the maker or Poet to follow the nature of 
his fubiedl, that is if his matter be high and loftie that 
the Rile be fo to, if meane, the Rile alfo to be meane, 
if bafe, the Rile humble and bafe accordingly : and 
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they that do otherwife vfe it, applying to meane 
matter, hie and loftie (lile, and to hie matters, flile 
eyther meane or bafe, and to the bafe matters, the 
meane or hie flile, do vtterly difgrace their poefie and 
(hew themfelues nothing skilfiill in their arte, nor 
hauing regard to the decencie, which is the chiefe 
praife of any writer. Therefore to ridde all louers o 
learning from that errour, I will as neere as I can fct 
downe, which matters be hie and loftie, which be but 
meane, and which be low and bafe, to the intent the 
fliles may be fafhioned to the matters, and keepe their 
decorum and good proportion in euery refpecfl : I am 
not ignorant that many good clerkes be contrary to 
mine opinion, and fay that the loftie (lyle may be 
decently vfed in a meane and bafe fubiedt and con- 
trariwifc, which I do in parte acknowledge, but with a 
reafonable qualification. For J/omerhath fo vfed it in 
his trifling worke of Batrachomyomachia : that is in his 
treatife of the warre betwixt the frogs and the mice. 
Virgin alfo in his bucoiickes, and in hi^georgickSy whereof 
the one is counted meane, the other bafe, that is the 
hulbandmans difcourfes and the (hepheards, but here- 
unto ferueth a reafon in my fimple conceite : for firll 
to that trifling poeme of Ilomer, though the frog and 
the moufe be but lide and ridiculous beads, yet to treat 
of warre is an high fubiedl, and a thing in euery re- 
pedl terrible and daungerous to them that it alights 
on: and therefore of learned dutie asketh martiall 
grandiloquence, if it be fet foorth in his kind and 
nature of warre, euen betwixt the bafefl creatures that 
can be imagined : fo alfo is the Ante or pifmire, and 
they be but little creeping things, not perfedt beads, 
but in/t-n, or wormes : yet in defcribing their nature 
and indinct, and their manner of life approching to 
the forme of a common-welth, and their properties 
not vnlike to the vertues of mod excellent gouemors 
and captaines, it asketh a more maiedie of fpeach then 
would the defcription of an other beades life or nature, 
and perchance of many matters perteyning vnto the 
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bafer fort of men, becaufe it refembleth the hiflorie of 
a ciuill regiment, and of them all the chiefe and moll 
principall which is Monarchic : fo alfo in his buco/icks, 
which are but pallorall fpeaches and the bafefl of any 
other poeme in their owne proper nature : Virgill vfed 
a fomewhat fwelling (lile when he came to infmuate 
the birth of Marccilus heire apparant to the Emperour 
Augujius, as child to his filler, afpiring by hope and 
greatnes of the houfe, to the fucceflion of the Empire, 
and eflablilhment thereof in that familie : whereupon 
Virgin could no lelTe then to vfe fuch manner of 
(lile, whatfoeuer condition the poeme were of and this 
was decent, and no fault or blemifh, to confound the 
tennors of the lliles for that caufe. But now when I 
remember me againe that this Eg/ogidc, (for I haue read 
it fomewhere) was conceiued by Otlauian th'Emperour 
to be wTitten to the honour oiPollio a citizen of Rome, 
and of no great nobilitie, the fame was mifliked againe 
as an implicatiue, nothing decent nor proportionable 
to Pollio his fortunes and calling, in which refpedb I 
might fay likewife the flile was not to be fuch as if it 
had bene for the Emperours owne honour, and thofe 
of the bloud imperiall, then which fubie6l there could 
not be among the Rotnam writers an higher nor grauer 
to treat vpon : fo can I not be remoued from mine 
opinion, but Hill me thinks that in all decencie the llile 
ought to conforme with the nature of the fubiedl, oth envife 
if a writer will feeme toobferue nodccorum at all, nor pafle 
how he fafliion his tale to his matter, who doubteth but 
he may in the lightefl caufe fpeake like a Pope, and in 
the grauefl matters prate like a parrat, and finde wordes 
and phrafes ynough to feme both turnes, and neither of 
them commendably, for neither is all that may be written 
of Kings and Princes fuch as ought to keepe a high 
flile, nor all that may be written vpon a fliepheard to 
keepe the low, but according to the matter reported, 
if that be of high or bafe nature : for euery pety plea- 
fure, and vayne delight of a king are not to [be] ac- 
compted high matter for the height of his eflate, but 
meane and perchaunce very bafe and vile : nor fo a 
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Poet or hiftoriographer, could decently with a high 
(lile reporte the vanities oiNero, the ribaudries of Cali- 
gula^ the idlenes of Domitian, and the riots of Helio- 
gabalus. But well the magnanimitie and honorable 
ambition of CcBfar^ the profperities of Augujlus, the 
grauitie of Tiberius^ the bountie of Traiane, the wife- 
dome of Aurelius, and generally all that which con- 
cerned the highell honours of Emperours, their birth, 
alliaunces, gouemement, exploits in warre and peace, 
and other publike affaires : for they be matter (lately 
and high, and require a ilile to be lift vp and aduaunced 
by choyfe of wordes, phrafes, fentences, and figures, 
high, loftie, eloquent, and magnifik in proportion : fo 
be the meane matters, to be caried with all wordes and 
fpeaches of fmothneffe and pleafant moderation, and 
finally the bafe things to be holden within their teder, 
by a low, my Id, and fimple maner of vtterance, creep- 
ing rather than clyming, and marching rather then 
mounting vpwardes, with the wings of the (lately fub- 
ieCls and ftile. 

CHAP. VI, 

Of the high, low, and meane fubie^, 

IHe matters therefore that concerne the Gods 
and diuine things are highed of all other 
to be couched in writing, next to them 
the noble geds and great fortunes of Prin- 
ces, and the notable accidents of time, as 
the greateft aflfaires of war and peace, thefe be all high 
fubiedles, and therefore are deliuered ouer to the Poets 
Hymnickdcnd hiftoricall who be occupied either in diuine 
laudes, or in heroicall reports : the meane matters be 
thofe that concerne meane men, their life and bufines, 
as lawyers, gentlemen, and marchants, good hou(hold- 
ers and honed Citizens, and which found neither to 
matters of (late nor of warre, nor leagues, nor great 
alliances, but fmatch all the common conuerfation, as 
of the ciuiller and better fort of men : the bafe and 
low matters be the doings of the common artificer, fer- 
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uingman, yeoman, groome, husbandman, day-labourer, 
failer, fhepheard, fwynard, and fuch like of homely cal- 
ling, degree and bringing vp : fo that in euery of the 
fayd three degrees, not the felfe fame vertues be egally 
to be prayfed nor the fame vices, egally to be difpraifed, 
nor their loues, manages, quarels, contracfls and other 
behauiours, be like high nor do require to be fet fourth 
with the like ftile : but euery one in his degree and de- 
cencie, which made that all hymnes and hiflories, and 
Tragedies, were written in the high (lile : all Comedies 
and Enterludes and other common Poefies of loues, 
and fuch like in the meane (lile, all Eglogucs and pafto- 
rall poemes in the low and bale (lile, otherwife they 
had bene vtterly difproporcioned : likewife for the fame 
caufe fome phrafes and (igures be onely peculiar to the 
high (lile, fome to the bale or meane, fome common to 
all three, as (halbe declared more at large hereafter 
when we come to fpeake of figure and phrafe : alfo fome 
wordes and fpeaches and fentences doe become the 
high (lile, that do not become th*other two. And con- 
trariwife, as (halbe faid when we talke of words and 
fentences : finally fome kinde of meafure and concord, 
doe not befeeme the high flile, that well become the 
meane and low, as we haue faid fpeaking of concord 
and meafure. But generally the high (lile is difgraced 
and made foolilh and ridiculous by all wordes affedled, 
counterfait, and puffed vp, as it were a windball carry- 
ing more countenance then matter, and can not be 
better refembled then to thefe midfommer pageants in 
London, where to make the people wonder are fet forth 
great and vglie Gyants marching as if they were aliue, 
and armed at all points, but within they are (luffed full 
of browne paper and tow, which the fhrewd boyes vnder- 
peering, do guilefully difcouer and turne to a great de- 
rifion : alfo all darke and vnaccudomed wordes, or 
ruflicall and homely, and fentences that hold too much 
of the mery and light, or infamous and vnfhamefaft are 
to be accounted of the fame fort, for fuch fpeaches be- 
come not Princes, nor great eftates, nor them that write 
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of their doings to vtter or report and intermingle with 
the graue and weightie matters. 

CHAP. VIL 
Of Figures and figuratiue speaches. 

figures be the inllruments of ornament in 
euery language, fo be they alfo in a forte 
abufes or rather trefpaffes in fpeach, be- 
caufe they paflTe the ordinary limits of 
common vtterance, and be occupied of 
purpofe to deceiue the eare and alfo the minde, draw- 
ing it from plainneffe and fimplicitie to a certaine 
doublenefle, whereby our talke is the more guilefull 
and abufmg, for what els is your Metaphor but an inuer- 
fion of fence by tranfport ; your aiiegorie by a duplici- 
tie of meaning or diffimulation vnder couert and darke 
intendments : one while fpeaking obfcurely and in 
riddle called Enigma : another while by common pro- 
uerbe or Adage called Paremia : then by merry skofTe 
called Ironia : then by bitter tawnt called Sarcafmus : 
then by periphrafe or circumlocution when all might 
be faid in a word or two : then by incredible compari- 
fon giuing credit, as by your Hyperbole^ and many other 
waies feeking to inueigle and appaffionate the mind : 
which thing made the graue iudges Areopagites (as I 
find written) to forbid all manner of figuratiue fpeaches 
to be vfed before them in their confillorie of lullice, as 
meere illufions to the minde, and wrellers of vpright 
Judgement, faying that to allow fuch manner of forraine 
and coulored talke to make the iudges affecSlioned, 
were all one as if the carpenter before he began to fquare 
his timber would make his fquire [fquare?] crooked: in 
fo much as the (Iraite and vpright mind of a ludge is 
the very rule of iuflice till it be peruerted by affedlion, 
This no doubt is true and was by them grauely con- 
fidered : but in this cafe becaufe our maker or Poet is 
appointed not for a iudge, but rather for a pleader, and 
that of pleafant and louely caufes and nothing perillous, 
fuch as be thofe for the triall of life, limme, or liuely- 
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hood ; and before iudges neither fower nor feuere, but 
in the eare of princely dames, yong ladies, gentlewomen 
and courtiers, beyng all for the mod part either meeke 
of nature, or of pleafant humour, and that all his abufes 
tende but to difpofe the hearers to mirth and foUace by 
pleafant conueyance and efficacy of fpeach, they are 
not in truth to be accompted vices but for vertues in 
the poetical fcience very commendable. On the other 
fide, fuch trefpaffes in fpeach (whereof there be many) 
as geue dolour and difliking to the eare and minde, by 
any foule indecencie or difproportion of founde, fitua- 
tion, or fence, they be called and not without caufe the 
vicious parts or rather herefies of language : wherefore 
the matter relleth much in the definition and accept- 
ance of this word [decorurri] for whatfoeuer is fo, cannot 
iuftly be mifliked. In which refpedl it may come to 
paffe that what the Grammarian fetteth downe for a 
viciofitee in fpeach may become a vertue and no vice, 
contrariwife his commended figure may fall into a re- 
prochfuU fault : the bed and mofl aflured remedy 
whereof is, generally to follow the faying of Bias : ne 
quid nimis. So as in keeping meafure, and not exceed- 
ing nor (hewing any defedl in the vfe of his figures, he 
cannot lightly do amide, if he haue befides (as that mud 
needes be) a fpeciall regard to all circumdances of the 
perfon, place, time, caufe and purpofe he hath in hand, 
which being well obferued it eafily auoideth all the re- 
cited inconueniences, and maketh now and then very 
vice goe for a formall vertue in the exercife of this Arte. 

CHAP. VIIL 

Sixe points fet dcnvne by our learned forefathers for a 

generall regiment of all good vtterance be it by 

mouth or by writing. 

It before there had bene yet any precife 
obferuation made of figuratiue fpeeches, 
the fird learned artificers of language con- 
fidered that the bewtie and good grace of 
vtterance reded in no [fo] many pointes : 
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and whatfoeuer tranfgrelTed thofe lymits, they counted it 
for villous ; and thereupon did fet downe a manner of 
repjiment in all fpeech generally to be obferued, con- 
fifling in fixe pointes. Firfl they faid that there ought 
to be kept a decent proportion in our writings and 
fpeach, which they termed Analogia. Secondly, that 
it ought to be voluble vpon the tongue, and tunable 
to the eare, which they called Tafis. Thirdly, that it 
were not tedioufly long, but briefe and compendious, 
as the matter might beare, which they called Syntomia, 
Fourthly, that it (hould cary an orderly and good con- 
(Irudlion, which they called Synihcfis, Fiftly, that it 
(hould be a found, proper and naturall fpeach, which 
they called Ciriohgia. Sixtly, that it fhould be liuely 
and flirring, which they called Tropus, So as it ap- 
peareth by this order of theirs, that no vice could be 
committed in fpeech, keeping within the bounds of • 
that reflraint. But fir, all this being by them very 
well conceiued, there remayned a gieater difficultie to 
know what this proportion, volubilitie, good conRru6l- 
ion, and the refl were, otherwife we could not be euer 
the more relieued. It was therefore of neceflitie that 
a more curious and particular defcription fliould bee 
made of euery manner of fpeech, either tranfgreffing 
or agreeing with their faid generall prefcript. Where- 
upon it came to paffe, that all the commendable parts of 
fpeech were fet foorth by the name of figures, and all the 
illaudable partes vnder the name of vices, or viciofities, 
of both which it fliall bee fpoken in their places. 

CHAP, IX, 

Ho7u the Greeks firsts and afteriaard the Latines^ in- 

uentcd neiv tiames for euery figure, which this AtUfwr 

is aljo enforced to doo in his vulgar, 

|He Greekes were a happy people for the 
freedome and liberty of their language, 
becaufe it was allowed them to inuent 
any new name that they lifted, and to 
peece many words together to nake of 
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them one entire, much more fignificatiue than tlie 
fmgle word. So among other things did they to their 
figuratiue fpeeches deiiife certaine names. The Latines 
came fomewhat behind them in that point, and for 
want of conuenient fingle wordes to exprefle that which 
the Greeks could do by cobUng many words together, 
they were falne to vfe the Greekes Hill, till after many 
yeares that the learned Oratours and good Grammarians 
among the Romaines, as Cicero^ Varro^ Quiniilian^ and 
others flrained themfelues to giue the Greeke wordes 
Latin names, and yet nothing fo apt and fitty. The fame 
courfe are we driuen to follow in this defcription, fmce 
we are enforced to cull out for the vfe of our Poet or 
maker all the mod commendable figures. Now to 
make them knowen (as behoueth) either we mull do 
it by th'original Greeke name or by the Latine, or by 
our owne. But when I confider to what fort of Read- 
ers I write, and how ill faring the Greeke terme would 
found, in the Englilh eare, then alfo how fliort the 
Latines come to exprefle manie of the Greeke originals. 
Finally, how well our language ferueth to fupplie the 
full fignification of them both, I haue thought it no 
lefle lawfull, yea peraduenture vnder licence of the 
learned, more laudable to vfe our owne naturall, if 
they be well chofen, and of proper fignification, than 
to borrow theirs. So Ihall not our Englilh Poets, 
though they be to feeke of the Greeke and Latin 
languages, lament for lack of knowledge fufficient to 
the purpofe of this arte. And in cafe any of thefe 
new Englifli names giuen by me to any figure, fhall 
happen to offend. I pray that the learned will beare 
with me and to think e the ftraungenefle thereof pro- 
ceedes but of noueltie and difaquaintance with our 
eares, which in procefle of tyme, and by cuflome will 
frame very well : and fuch others as are not learned 
in the primitiue languages, if they happen to hit vpon 
any new name of myne (fo ridiculous in their opinion) 
as may moue them to laughter, let fuch perfons, yet 
aflure themfelues that fuch names go as neare as may 
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be to their originals, or els ferae betler to the purpofe 
of the figure then the very originall, referaing alwayes, 
that Inch new name fliould not be vnpleafant in our 
vulgar nor harfti vpon the tong : and where it fhall 
happen otherwife, that it may pleafe the reader to 
thinke that hardly any other name in our Englifli 
could be found to ferae the turne better. Againe if 
to auoid the hazard of this blame I fhould haue kept 
the Greek or Latin flill it would haue appeared a 
little too fcholaflicall for our makers, and a peece of 
worke more fit for clerkes then for Courtiers for whofe 
inflradlion this trauaile is taken : and if I fhould haue 
left out both the Greeke and Latine name, and put in 
none of our owne neither : well perchance might the 
rule of the figure haue bene fet downe, but no con- 
uenient name to hold him in memory. It was ther- 
fore expedient we deuifed for euery figure of import- 
ance his vulgar name, and to ioyne the Greeke or 
Latine originall with them; after that fort much better 
fatisfying afwel the vulgar as the learned learner, and 
alfo the authors owne purpofe, which is to make of a 
rude rimer, a learned and a Courtly Poet. 

CHAP, X, 

A diidfion of figures^ and h<nv they feme in exor nation 

of language. 

•Id becaufe our chiefe purpofe herein is for 
the learning of Ladies and young Gentle- 
women, or idle Courtiers, defirous to be- 
come skilful in their owne mother tongue, 
and for their priuate recreation to make 
now and then ditties of pleafure, thinking for our parte 
none other fcience fo fit for them and the place as that 
which teacheth beau femblant, the chiefe profeflion af- 
well of Courting as of poefie : fince to fuch manner of 
mindes nothing is more comberfome then tedious doc- 
trines and fchollarly methodes of difcipline, we haue in 
our owne conceit deuifed a new and flrange modell of 
this arte, fitter to pleafe the Court then the fchoole, 
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and yet not vnneceflarie for all fuch as be willing them- 
felues to become good makers in the vulgar, or to be 
able to iudge of other mens makings: wherefore, in- 
tending to follow the courfe which we haue begun, thus 
we fay : that though the language of our Poet or maker 
be pure and clenly, and not difgraced by fuch vici- 
ous parts as haue bene before remembred in the Chap- 
ter of language, be fufficiently pleaQng and commend- 
able for the ordinarie vfe of fpeech ; yet is not the lame 
fo well appointed for all purpofes of the excellent Poet, 
as when it is gallantly arrayed in all his colours which 
figure can fet vpon it, therefore we are now further to 
determine of figures and figuratiue fpeech es. Figura- 
tiue fpeech is a noueltie of language euidently (and yet 
not abfurdly) eflranged from the ordinarie habite and 
manner of our dayly talke and writing and figure it 
felfe is a certaine liuely or good grace fet vpon wordes, 
fpeaches and fentences to fome purpofe and not in 
vaine, giuing them ornament or efficacie by many man- 
er of alterations in ihape, in founde, and alfo in fence, 
fometime by way of furplufage, fometime by defe6l, 
fometime by diforder, or mutation, and alfo by putting 
into our fpeaches more pithe and fubflance, fubtilitie, 
quickneffe, efficacie or moderation, in this or that fort 
tuning and tempring them, by amplification, abridge- 
ment, opening, clofing, enforcing, meekening or other- 
wife difpofing them to the bed purpofe : whereupon the 
learned clerks who haue written methodically of this 
Arte in the two mailer languages, Greeke and Latin e, 
haue forted all their figures into three rankes, and the 
firll they bellowed vpon the Poet onely: the fecond 
vpon the Poet and Oratour indifferently: the third vp- 
on the Oratour alone. And that firll fort of figures 
doth feme th'eare onely and may be therefore called 
Auricular: your fecond femes the conceit onely and 
not th'eare, and may be called fenfabie, not fenfible nor 
yet fententious : your third fort femes as well th'eare as 
the conceit and may be called fententious figures, be- 
caufe not only they properly apperteine to full fentences, 
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for bewtifying them with a currant and pleafant numer- 
ofitie, but alfo giuing them efficacie, and enlarging the 
whole matter befides with copious amplifications. I 
doubt not but fome bufie carpers will fcome at my new 
deuifed terraes: auricular dsid fenfabie, faying that I 
might with better warrant haue vfed in their (leads 
thefe words, orthographicall or fynioBicall^ which the 
learned Grammarians left ready made to our hands, 
and do importe as much as tIi*other that I haue brought, 
which thing peraduenture I deny not in part, and 
neuertheleffe for fome caufes thought them not fo 
neceffarie: but with thefe maner of men I do willingly 
beare, in refpedl of their laudable endeuour to allow 
antiquitie and flie innouation : with like beneuolence 
I trufl they will beare with me writing in the vulgar 
fpeach and feeking by my nouelties to fatisfie not the 
fchoole but the Court: whereas they know very well all 
old things foone waxe dale and lothfome, and the new 
deuifes are euer dainty and delicate, the vulgar inftruc- 
tion requiring alfo vulgar and communicable termes, 
not clerkly or vncouthe as are all thefe of the Greeke 
and Latine languages primitiuely receiued, vnleffe they 
be qualified or by much vfe and cuftorae allowed and 
our eares made acquainted with them. Thus then I 
fay that auricular figures be thofe which worke altera- 
tion in th'eare by found, accent, time, and flipper volu- 
bilitie in vtterance, fuch as for that refpe6l was called 
by the auncients numerofitie of fpeach. And not onely 
the whole body of a tale in a poeme or hiflorie may be 
made in fuch fort pleafant and agreable to the eare, 
but alfo euery claufe by it felfe, and euery fingle word 
carried in a claufe, may haue their pleafant Iweetenefle 
apart. And fo long as this qualitie extendeth but to 
the outward tuning of the fpeach reaching no higher 
then th*eare and forcing the mynde little or nothing, it 
is that vertue which the Greeks call Enargia and is the 
office of the auricular figures to performe. Therefore 
as the members of language at large are whole fentences, 
and fentences are compa6l of claufes, and claufes of 
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words, and euery word of letters and fillables, fo is the 
alteration (be it but of a fillable or letter) much mate- 
riall to the found and fweeteneffe of vtterance. Where- 
fore beginning firll at the finallell alterations which reft 
in letters and fillables, the firft fort of our figures auri- 
cular we do appoint to fingle words as they lye in lan- 
guage; the fecond to claufes of fpeacii; the third to 
perfit fentences and to the whole maffe or body of the 
tale be it poerae or hiftorie written or reported. 

CHAP. XL 

Of auricular figures appcrteiniiig to fingle wordes and 

working by their diuers foundes and audible tunes 

alteration to the eare onely and not the mynde. 

Word as he lieth in courfe of language is 
many wayes figured and thereby not a 
little altered in found, which confequently 
alters the tune and harmonic of a meeter 
as to the eare. And this alteration is 
fometimes by adding fometimes by rabbating of a fil- 
lable or letter to or from a word either in the beginning, 
middle or ending ioyning or vnioyning of fillables and 
letters fupprefling or confounding their feuerall foundes, 
or by mifplacing of a letter, or by cleare exchaunge of 
one letter for another, or by wrong ranging of the ac- 
cent. And your figures oi' addition or furplufe be 
three, videl. In the beginning, as to fay : I-doen^ for 
doon^ endanger, for danger, embolden, for bolden. 

In the middle, as to fay renuers, for reuers, mecterly, 
for meetly, goldylockesy for goldlockes. 

In th*end, as to lay \remembren\ for \remembre\ 
[fpokeri\ for [jpoke\. And your figures of rabbate be 
as many, videl. 

From the beginning, as to fay [twixt for betwixt'] 
[gainfay for againefay :] [/// for euill\\ 

From the middle, as to fay [paraunter for parauen- 
ture\poorety iox pouertie\ fouraigne for foueraigne\ tane 
for taken^ 

From the end, as to fay \morne for moming\ bet for 
hetter\ and fuch like. 
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Your fwallowing or eating vp one letter by another 
is when two vowels meete, whereof thrones found goeth 
into other, as to fay for to attaitie fattaine\ for forrow 
2iiii\ /mart for* and /w^r/.] 

Your difplacing of a fiUable as to fay [defier for de- 
firei] fier for f re.] 

By cleare exchaunge of one letter or fillable for an- 
other, as to fay euermare for euermore^ wrang ior wrong: 
gould iox gold: fright for fraight and a hundred moe, 
which be commonly mifufed and llrained to make 
rime. 

By wrong ranging the accent of a fillable by which 
meane a fhort fillable is made long and a long (hort 
as to idiy fouerdine ior foueraine : gratlous for grdtious : 
endure for endure : Salomon for Sdlomon. 

Thefe many wayes may our maker alter his wordes, 
and fometimes it is done for pleafure to giue a better 
found, fometimes vpon neceffitie, and to make vp the 
rime. But our maker mud take heed that he be not 
to bold fpecially in exchange of one letter for another, 
for vnlefle vfuall fpeach and cuftome allow it, it is a 
fault and no figure, and becaufe thefe be figures of the 
fmallefl importaunce, I forbeare to giue them any vul- 
gar name. 

CHAP. XIL 

Of Auricular figures pertaining to claufes of fpeech and 

by them working no little alteration to the eare, 

) your fingle wordes may be many waies trans- 
figured to make the meetre or verfe more 
tunable and melodious, fo alfo may your 
whole and entire claufes be in fuch fort con- 
triued by the order of their conllrudlion as 
the eare may receiue a certaine recreation, although 
the mind for any noueltie of fence be little or nothing 
afiedled. And therefore al your figures of grammati- 
call conllnidlion, I accompt them but merely auricular 
in that they reach no furder then the eare. To which 
there will appeare fome fweete or vnfauery point to 
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offer you dolour or delight, either by fome euident 
defedl, or furplufage, or diforder, or immutation in the 
fame fpeaches notably altering either the congruitie 
grammatically or the fence, or both. And firfl of thofe 
that worke by defe6t, if but one word or fome little 
portion of fpeach be wanting, it may be fupplied by 
ordinary vnderflanding and vertue of die . 

figure EclipfiSy as to fay,yi? early a man, for or 'thi* 
[are ye] fo early a man : he is to be in- ^'^"j^^^^jf ***^" 
treated, for he is [eajle] to be intreated : I 
thanke God I am to liue like a Gentleman, for I am 
[adle] to liue, and the Spaniard faid in his deuife of 
armes acuerdo oluido, I remember I forget whereas 
in right congruitie of fpeach it fhould be. I remember 
[that I [doo] forget. And in a deuife of our owne 
\empechement pur a choiJon\ a let for a furderance 
whereas it Ihould be faid \pfe\ a let for a furderance, 
and a number more like fpeaches defediue, and fup- 
plied by common vnderflanding. 

But if it be to mo claufes then one, that fome fuch 
word be fupplied to perfit the congruitie or ^^ 
fence of them all, it is by the figure [Zeug- or the 
md\ we call him \ki€\ftngle fupplie] becaufe S'"«^^ ^"pp^^' 
by one word we feme many claufes of one congruitie, 
and may be likened to the man that femes many 
maiflers at once, but all of one country or kindred : as 
to fay. 

FelloTves and friends and klnne forfooke me quite. 

Here this word forfooke fatisfieth the congruitie and 
fence of all three claufes, which would require euery of 
them afmuch. And as we fetting forth her Maieflies 
regall petigree, faid in this figure of [Single fupplie.'] 
Her graundfires Father and Brother was a King 
Her mother a crowned Queene, her Sijier and her f elf e. 

Whereas ye fee this one word [iifas] ferues them all 
in that they require but one congmitie and fence. 

Yet hath this figure of [Single fupply\ another pro- 
pertie, occafioning him to change now and then his 
name : by the order of his fupplie, for if it be placec' 
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in the forefront of all the feuerall claufes whom he is to 
Prozeit ferue as a common feruitour, then is he 

or thT ' called by the Greeks Prozeugma^ by vs the 
Ringleader. Ringleader: thus 

Her beaut ie per st mine eye, Jur f peach mine wofull hart : 
Her prefence all the powers of my difcourfe. etc. 

Where ye fee that this one word \^perjl'\ placed in 
the foreward, fatisfieth both in fence and congruitie all 
thofe other claufes that followe him. 

And if fuch word of fupplie be placed in 

^^r^thf"'* the middle of all fuch claufes as he femes : 

chci"^** '"^*"" it is by the Greekes called Mezozeugma, by 

vs the \MiddlemarcJier\ thus : 
Faire inaydes beautie {alack) with yeares it weares away. 
And with wether andfuknes, and for row as they fay. 

Where ye fee this word \iveares'\ femes one claufe 
before him, and two claufes behind him, in one and 
the fame fence and congmitie. And in this verfe. 
Either the troth or talke nothing at all. 
Where this word \talke\ femes the claufe before and 
alfo behind. But if fuch fupplie be placed after all 
H pozeu a ^^^ claufcs, and not before nor in the mid- 
orihc die, then is he called by the Greeks Hypo- 
Rerewarder. zcugma, and by VS the \Rerewardef\ thus : 
My mates t/iat wont^ to keepe me companie, 
And my neighbours, in^ho dwelt next to my wall. 
The friends that frvare, they would notfiicke to die 
In my quarrell : they are fled from me alL 
Where ye fee this word [fled Jrom me] ferue all the 
three claufes requiring but one congruitie and fence. 
But if fuch want be in fundrie claufes, and of feuerall 
congmities or fence, and the fupply be made to feme 
Si7/r/sis ^^^^ all, it is by the figure Sillepfis, whom 
or the ' for that refpedl we call the [double fupplie] 
Double supply, concciuing, and, as it were, comprehending 
vnder one, a fupplie of two natures, and may be likened 
to the man that femes many maflers at once, being of 
(Irange Countries or kinreds, as in thefe verfes, where 
the lamenting widow (hewed the Pilgrim the graues in 
which her husband and children lay buried. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF ORNAMENT. LIB, III. 177 

Here my fweete fonnes and daughters all my bliffe, 
Yonder mine owne deere husband buried is. 
Where ye fee one verbe fingular fupplyeth the plur- 
all and fingular, and thus 

Fudge ye louers^ if it bejirange or no: 
My Ladie laughs for ioy^ arid I for wo. 
Where ye fee a third perfon fupplie himfelfe and a 
firft perfon. And thus, 

Madame ye neuer fhewed your felfe vnirue, 
Nor my deferts would euer fuffer you. 
Viz. to Ihow. Where ye fee the moode Indicatiue 
fupply him felfe and an Infinitiue. And the like in 
thefe other. 

I neuer yet failde you in con/iancie, 
Nor neuer doo intend vntill I die. 
Viz. Itofkow,"] Thus much for the congruitie, now 
for the fence. One wrote thus of a young man, who 
flew a villaine that had killed his father, and rauifhed 
his mother. 

Thus valiantly and with a manly minde. 
And by onefeate of euerlafling fame, 
This lufHe lad fully requited kinde^ 
His fathers death, and eke his mothers fhame. 
Where ye fee this word \requite\ feme a double 
fence : that is to fay, to reuenge, and to fatisfie. For 
the parents iniurie was reuenged, and the duetie of 
nature performed or fatisfied by the childe. But if 
this fupplie be made to fundrie claufes, or to one claufe 
fundrie times iterated, and by feuerall words, fo as 
euery claufe hath his owne fupplie : then ^ ^aenxis 
is it called by the Greekes Hypozeuxis, we or the 
call him the fubftitute after his originall. Substitute, 
and is a fupplie with iteration, as thus : 

Vnto the kingflie went, and to the kingffiefaid^ 
Mine owne liege Lord behold thy poore handmaid. 
Here \went to the king\ and \faid to the king\ be but 
one claufe iterated with words of fundrie fupply. Or 
as in thefe verfes following. 

My Ladie gaue me, my Ladie wifl not what^ 

M 
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Geuing me leaue to be her Soucraine : 
For byfuch gift my Ladie hath done that^ 
Which whilejljhe liuesjhe may not call amine. 
Here \my Ladie gaue^ and \my Ladie wift\ be fup- 
plies with iteration, by vertue of this figure. 

Ye haue another auricular figure of defeft, and is 
when we begin to fpeake a thing, and breake of in the 
middle way, as if either it needed no further to be 
fpoken of, or that we were afhamed, or afraide to 
fpeake it out. It is alfo fometimes done by way of 
.^ . . . threatning, and to (hew a moderation of 
or the anger. 1 he Greekes call him Apoftopefis. 
Figureofsiiencc. j^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ filence, 01 of interruption, 

indifferently. 

If we doo interrupt our fpeech for feare, this may 
be an example, where as one durft not make the true 
report as it was, but (laid halfe way for feare of 
offence, thus : 

He faid yon were^ T dare not tell you plaine : 
For uwrds once out^ neuer returne agaitte. 
If it be for fhame, or that the fpeaker fuppofe it 
would be indecent to tell all, then thus : as he that 
faid to his fweete hart, whom he checked for fecretly 
whifpering with a fufpe6led perfon. 

And did ye not come by his chamber dore 1 
And tell him that : goe to, I fay no more. 
If it be for anger or by way of manace or to (how a 
moderation of wrath as the graue and difcreeter fort 
of men do, then thus. 

If I take you withfuch another cajl 
I fweare by God^ but let this be the lajl. 
Thinking to haue faid further viz. I will punifh you. 
If it be for none of all thefe caufes but vpon fome 
fodaine occafion that moues a man to breake of his 
tale, then thus. 

ffe told me all at large : lo yonder is tJu man 
Let hiinfelfe tell tlie tale that bejltell can. 
This figure is fit for phantaflicall heads and fuch as 
be fodaine or lacke memorie. I know one of good 
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learning that greatly blemilheth his difcretion with this 
maner of fpeach : for if he be in the grauell matter of 
the world talking, he will vpon the fodaine for the 
flying of a bird ouerthwart the way, or fome other 
fuch fleight caufe, interrupt his tale and neuer returne 
to it againe. 

Ye haue yet another maner of fpeach purporting at 
the firft blulh a defedl which afterward is fupplied, the 
Greekes call him Prolepfis^ we the Pro- ProUhsU, 
pounder, or the Explaner which ye will : or the ' 
becaufe he workes both efiedles, as thus, ^<»p**'*"*^*'"- 
where in certaine verfes we defcribe the triumphant 
enter-view of two great Princeffes thus. 
Thefe two great Queenes^ came marching hand in hand, 
Vnto the hall^ where Jlore of Princes Jland : 
And people of all countreys to beholdy 
Coronis all dad, in purple cloth of gold: 
Cellar in robes, offiluer tiffew white, 
With rich rubies, andpearles all bedighte. 

Here ye fee the firft propofition in a fort defedliue 
and of imperfedl fence, till ye come by diuifion to ex- 
plane and enlarge it, but if we Ihould follow the ori- 
ginall right, we ought rather to call him the foreftaller, 
for like as he that ftandes in the market way, and takes 
all vp before it come to the market in groffe and fells 
it by retaile, fo by this maner of fpeach our maker 
fetts down before all the matter by a brief propofition, 
and afterward explanes it by a diuifion more parti- 
cularly. 

By this other example it appeares alfo. 
Then deare Lady I pray you let it bee. 
That our long loue may lead vs to agree : 
Mefince I may not wed you to my wife, 
Toferueyou as a miflreffe all my life : 
Ye that may not me for your husband haue. 
To clay me me for your feruant and your flaue. 
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CHAP, XII\I\ 
Of your figures Auricular working by difitrder, 

^■PBJItOalltheirfpeacheswhich wrought 

mperhatoH, BM HB by difordcr the Greckcs gauc a 

or the ' IB HI general name \Hiperbaton\ as 

Tresp^r. fg| gj much to iky as the [/r^^] 

^^^^^ and becaufe fuch dilorder may 

be committed many wayes it receiueth fundry particulars 

vnder him, whereof forae are onely proper to the Greekes 

and Latines and not to vs, other fome ordinarie in our 

maner of fpeaches, but fo foule and intolerable as I 

will not feeme to place them among the figures, but 

do raunge them as they deferue among the vicious or 

faultie fpeaches. 

Your firll figure of tollerable diforder is \ParerUhefis\ 
Parenihed* ^^ ^^ ^^ Euglifli name the \Inferiour\ and 
or the ' is wheu ye will feeme for larger information 
insertour. ^j. {QYti^ Other purpofe, to peece or graffe 
in the middell of your tale an vnneceffary parcell of 
fpeach, which neuertheleffe may be thence without any 
detriment to the reft The figure is fo common that 
it needeth none example, neuertheleffe becaufe we are 
to teache Ladies and Gentlewomen to know their 
fchoole points and termes appertaining to the Art, we 
may not refufe to yeeld examples euen in the plained 
cafes, as that of maifler Diars very aptly. 
But noinf my Deere {forfi> my loue makes me to call you fliff) 
That loue Ifay^ that luckleffe loue, thatworksmeallthis ill. 
Alfo in our Eglogue intituled Elpine^ which we 
made being but eightene yeares old, to king Edward 
the fixt a Prince of great hope, we furmifed that the 
Pilot of a (hip anfwering the King, being inquifitiue 
and defirous to know all the parts of the (hip and 
tackle, what they were, and to what vfe they ferued, 
vfing this infertion or Parenthefis. 

Soueraigne Lord {for why a greater name 
To one on earth no mortall tongue can frame 
No ftatelie ftile can giue the praHifd penne : 
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To one on earth conuerfant among mm,) 
And fo proceedes to anfwere the kings queflion ? 

The Jhippe thou feest fayling inftafo large, etc. 
This infertion is very long and vtterly impertinent 
to the principall matter, and makes a great gappe in 
the tale, neuertheleffe is no difgrace but rather a bewtie 
and to very good purpofe, but you mufl not vfe fuch 
infertions often nor to thick, nor thofe that bee very 
long as this of ours, for it will breede great confufion 
to haue the tale fo much interrupted. 

Ye haue another manner of difordered fpeach, when 
ye mifplace your words or claufes and fet that before 
which fliould be behind, et i conuerfo, we HUteron 
call it in Englilh prouerbe, the cart before ^*{^* 
the horfe, the Greeks call it Hijleronproteron^ Preposterous, 
we name it the Prepofterous, and if it be not too much 
vfed is tollerable inough, and many times fcarce per- 
ceiueable, vnleffe the fence be thereby made very 
abfurd : as he that defcribed his manner of departure 
from his miflreffe, faid thus not much to be mifliked. 
/ kijl her cherry lip and tooke my leaue : 
For I tooke my leaue and kifl her : And yet I can- 
not well fay whether a man vfe to kiffe before hee take 
his leaue, or take his leaue before he kiffe, or that it 
be all one bufines. It feemes the taking leaue is by 
vfmg fome fpeach, intreating licence of departure : the 
kiffe a knitting vp of the farewell, and as it were a 
teflimoniall of the licence without which here in England 
one may not prefume of coiutefie to depart, let yong 
Courtiers decide this controuerfie. One defcribing his 
landing vpon a (Irange coall, layd thus prepolleroufly. 
When we had dimbde the difs, and uere aJhorCy 
Whereas he fhould haue faid by good order. 
When we were come ajhore and clymed had the cliffs 
For one mud be on land ere he can clime. And 
as another laid : 
My dame that bred me vp and bare me in her wombe. 

Whereas the bearing is before the bringing vp. All 
your other figures of diforder becaufe they rather feeme 
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deform ilies then bewties of language, for U> many of them 
as be notorioully vTidecent, and make no good harmony, 
I j>lace them in the Chapter of vices hereafter following. 

CJTAR XIIIL 

Of your fi^ires Auricular that iTorke by Sisrplufage, 

)ur figures auricular that workebyfurplulage, 
fuch of them as be materiall and of im- 
portaunce to the fence or bewtie of your 
language, I referre them to the hannonicall 
fpeaches of oratours among the figures 
rheioricall, as be thofe of repetition, and iteration or 
amplification. All other forts of furpluiage, I accompt 
rather vicious then figuratiue, and therefore not me- 
lodious as (halbe remembred in the chapter of vidofi- 
ties or faultie fpeaches. 

CHAP, XV. 

Of auriadar figures working by exchange. 

I Our figures that worke auri- 
cularly by exchange, were 
more obferuable to the Greekes 
and Latines for the brauenefle 
of their language, ouer that 
our is, and for the multiplicitie of their Grammaticall 
accidents, or verball affedls, as I may terme them, that 
is to fay, their diuers cafes, moodes, tenfes, genders, 
with variable terminations, by reafon whereof, they 
changed not the very word, but kept the word, and 
changed the fhape of him onely, vfmg one cafe for an- 
other, or tenfe, or perfon, or gender, or number, or 
moode. We, hauing no fuch varietie of accidents, haue 
little or no vfe of this figure. They called it Enallage, 
But another fort of exchange which they had, and 
jfuaiia e ^^^ P^cty, wc doc Ukcwifc vfe, not chang- 
er ihc " ing one word for another, by their acci- 
Changciing. ^^^^g ^^ ^f^g^ ^ ^^^ Enallage: nor by the 

places, as the \Frepofierous] but changing their true 
conilru(ftion and application, whereby the fence is quite 
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penierted and made very abfurd : as, he that fhould fay, 
for tdl me troth and lie not^ lie me troth and tell not. For 
come dine with 7neandjlay not, come Jlay with me and dine 
not, 

A certaine piteous louer, to moue his miflres to com- 
paflion, wrote among other amorous verfes, this one. 
Madame^ I fct your eyes before mine woes. 
For, mine woes before your eyes, fpoken to th'intent 
to winne fauour in her fight. 

But that was pretie of a certaine forrie man of law, 
that gaue his Client but bad councell, and yet found 
fault with his fee, and faid : my fee, good frend, hath 
deferued better counfel. Good mafler, quoth the 
Client, if your felfe had not faid fo, I would neuer haue 
beleeued it: but now I thinke as you doo. The man 
of law perceiuing his error, I tell thee (quoth he) my 
counfel hath deferued a better fee. Yet of all others 
was that a moil ridiculous, but very true exchange, 
which the yeoman of London vfed with his Sergeant at 
the Mace, who laid he would goe into the countrie, and 
make merry a day or two, while his man plyed his 
bufmes at home : an example of it you (hall finde in 
our Enterlude entituled Lullie London : the Sergeant, 
for fparing of horf-hire, faid he would goe with the 
Carrier on foote. That is not for your worlhip, faide 
his yeoman, whereunto the Sergeant replyed. 
I wot what I meane John, it is for to flay 
And company the knaue Carrier, for looflng my way. 
The yeoman thinking it good manner to foothe his 
Sergeant, faid againe. 

/ meane what I wot Sir, your befl is to hie. 
And Carrie a knaue with you for companie. 
Ye fee a notorious exchange of the conllrudlion, and 
application of the words in this : I wot what I meane \ 
and / meane what I wot, and in the other, company 
the knaue Carrier, and carrie a knaue in your company. 
The Greekes call this figure \Hipallage\ the Latins 
Suhmutatio, we in our vulgar may call him the \vnder^ 
change] but I had rather hane him called the [Change- 
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ling\ nothing at all fweruing from his original!, and 
much more aptly to the purpofe, and pleafanter to 
beare in memory : fpecially for your Ladies and pretie 
millreffes in Court, for whofe learning I write, becaufe 
it is a terme often in their mouthes, and alluding to the 
opinion of Nurfes, who are wont to fay, that the Fay- 
ries vfe to lleale the faired children out of their cradles, 
and put other ill fauoured in their places, which they 
called changelings, or Elfs: fo, if ye mark, doelh our 
Poet, or maker play with his wordes, vfing a wrong 
con(lru6lion for a right, and an abfurd for a fenfible, 
by manner of exchange. 

CHAP. XVI. 
Of fotne other figures which becaufe they Jente chiefly to 
make the meeters tunable and melodious, and af- 
feH not the minde but very little, be pla- 
ced among the auricular, 

fi^^^™BHe Greekes vfed a manner of 
omoioteutott, 'B^ ^D| ^pccch or writing in their profes, 
Likc^oosc ||^3 Mhi that went by claufes, finifliing 
* '^^' IggHjHI the wordsoflike tune, and might 
be by vfmg like cafes, tenfes, 
and other points of confonance, which they called 
Omoioteleton, and is that wherin they neerell approched 
to our vulgar ryme, and may thus be expreffed. 
Weeping creeping befeeching I wan. 
The loue at length of Lady Lucian. 
Or thus if we fpeake in profe and not in meetre. 
Mifchaunces ought not to be lamented. 
But rather by wifedome in time preuented : 
Forfuch mifliappes as be remedileffe. 
To forrow them it is but foolifhneffe : 
Yet are we allfofrayle of nature. 
As to be greeued with euery difpleafure. 
The craking Scotts as the Cronicle reportes at a 
certaine time made this bald rime vpon the Englilh-men. 
Long beards hartleffe. 
Fainted hoodes witleffe: 
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Gay coates graceiejfsy 

Make all England thriftleffe. 

Which is no perfit rime in deede, but claufes finilhing 
in the felf lame tune : for a rime of good fimphonie 
Ihould not conclude his concords with one and the lame 
tenninant fillable, as Uff^ leff^ leffy but with diuers and 
like terrainants, as Uf, pre/, mef, as was before declared 
in the chapter of your cadences, and your claufes in 
profe Ihould neither finifh with the fame nor with the 
like terminants, but with the contrary as hath bene 
(hewed before in the booke of proportions; yet many 
vfe it otherwife, negle<5ling the Poeticall harmonie and 
skill. And th'Earle of Surrey with Syr Thomas Wyat^ 
the moll excellent makers of their time, more peraduen- 
ture refpe<5ling the fitnelle and ponderofitie of their 
wordes then the true cadence or fimphonie, were very 
licencious in this point. We call this figure following 
the originall, the \likeloofe\ alluding to th' Archers terme 
who is not faid to finilh the feate of his (hot before he 
giue the loofe, and deliuer his arrow from his bow, in 
which refpedl we vfe to fay marke the loofe of a thing 
for marke the end of it. 

Ye do by another figure notably aft'edl 
th*eare when ye make euery word of the ^l^^S^* 
verfe to begin with a like letter, as for ex- Figure of Uke 
ample in this verfe written in an Epithaphe 
of our making. 

Time tried his truth his trauailes and his truft, 
And time to late tried his integritie. 

It is a figure much vfed by our common rimers, and 
doth well if it be not too much vfed, for then it falleth 
into the vice which Ihalbe hereafter fpoken of called 
Tautol(>gia, 

Ye haue another fort of fpeach in a Asyndtum, 
manerdefedliuebecaufeitwants good band or the 
or coupling, and is the figure \Afyndeton\ ^'***^ **"K^8e. 
we call him \looJe language] and doth not a litle alter 
th'eare as thus. 

If aw it, I faid it, I willfweare it. 
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Cafar the Didlator vpon the vi<5lorie hee obteined 
againll Pharnax king of Bithinia (hewing the celeritie 
of his conquell, >vrate home to the Senate in this tenour 
of fpeach no lelTe fwift and fpeedy then his vidlorie. 
Vmi^ vidi, viciy 
I came, Ifavv, I oner came. 
Meaning thus I was no fooner come and beheld 
them but the vicftorie fell on my fide. 

The Prince of Orenge for his deuife of Armes in 
banner difplayed againfl the Duke of Alua and the 
Spaniards in the Low-countrey vfed the like maner of 
fpeach. 

Pro Pcgc, pro lege, pro grege, 
For the king, for the commons^ for the countrey lawes. 
It is a figure to be vfed when we will feeme to make 
hafl, or to be earned, and thefe examples with a num- 
ber more be fpoken by the figure of ^ofe language^ 

Quite contrary to this ye haue another maner of con- 

PoUsindetcH, ftru<5lion which they called \Polifindeton\ 

or the ' we may call him the [couple c!aufe\ for that 

Coopie cUuse, g^^^ claufc is knit and coupled together 

with a coniundliue thus. 

And If aw it, and I fay it and I 
Willfweare it to be true. 
So might the Poefie of Ccefar haue bene altered 
thus. 

I came, and Ifavtf, and I ouercame. 
One wrote thefe verfes after the fame fort 
For in her mynde no thought there is, 
Put howflie may be trm iwis : 
And tenders thee and all thy heale, 
And wifheth both thy health and weale : 
Atid is thine owne, and fofhef ayes. 
And cares for thee ten thoufand wayes. 
Ye haue another maner of fpeach drawen out at 
length and going all after one tenure and with an im- 
jrmta, pcrfit fcnce till you come to the lafl word or 
^ or the verfe which concludes the whole premifles 
on« oose. ^^-^j^ ^ perfit fence and full periode, the 
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Greeks call it Irmus, I call him the [long ioofe] thus 
appearing in a dittie of Sir Thomas IVyat where he 
defcribes the diuers diflempers of his bed. 
The restUffeJlate renuer of my f mart ^ 
The labours faliie increafing my forrow: 
The bodies ea/e and troubles of my hart^ 
Quietour of mynde mine vnquiet foe: 
Forgetter ofpaine remembrer ofwoe. 
The place offleepe wherein I do but wake : 
Befprent with teares my bed I thee forfake. 
Ye fee here how ye can gather no perfe^lion of fence 
in all this dittie till ye come to the laft verfe in thefe 
wordes my bed I thee forfake. And in another Sonet 
of Petrarcha which was thus Englilhed by the fame 
Sir Thomas Wyat. 

If weaker care if fodaine pale collour^ 
Ifmanyfighes with little f peach to plaine: 
No7v ioy now woe, if they my ioyes distaine, 
For hope of f mall, if much to feare therefore^ 
Befigtie of hue then do I loue againe. 
Here all the whole fence of the dittie is fufpended till 
ye come to the lail three wordes, then do I hue againe^ 
which finiftieth the fong with a full and perfit fence. 
WJien ye will fpeake giuing euery per- Epitkeitm 
fon or thing befides his proper name a or the * 
qualitie by way of addition whether it be Q»«J»fi«*- 
of good or of bad it is a figuratiue fpeach of audible 
alteration, fo is it alfo of fence as to fay. 

Fierce Achilles, 7vife Nefior wilie Vlyffes^ 
Diana the chafl and thou louely Venus : 
With thy blind boy that almofi tieuer miffes, 
But hits our hartes when he leuels at vs. 
Or thus commending the Ifle of great Brittaine. 
Albion hugefl of Weflerne Hands all, 
Soyle oj fweete ay re aud ofgpodjlore : 
God fend we fee thy glory neuerfall, 
But rather dayly to grow more and more. 
Or as we lang of our Soueraigne Lady giuing her 
thefe Attributes befides her proper name. 
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Elizabeth regent of the great Brittaine Ihj 
Honour of all regents and of Queems. 
But if we fpeake thus not exprelling her proper 
name Elizabeth^ videL 

The Englifh Diana ^ the great Britton mayde. 
Then it is not by Epiiheton or figure of Attribution 
but by the figures Antonomafia, or Periphrafls, 

Ye haue yet another manner of fpeach when ye will 
EnJiadis, feeme to make two of one not thereunto 
HkuJc of conftrainedjwhich therefore we call the figure 
Twinncs. of Twymies, the Greekes Endiadis thus. 

Not you coy dame your lowrs nor your lookes. 
For [your loitn-ing lookes^ And as one of our ordi- 
nary rimers laid. 

Of fortune nor her frownir^ face, 
I am nothing agafi. 
In (lead, of [fortunes froTvning face,"] One prayfing 
the Neapolitans for good men at armes, laid by the 
figure of Twynnes thus. 

A proud people and wife and valiant. 
Fiercely fighting with horfes and with barbes : 
By wlwfeprowes the Romain Prince did daunt. 
Wild Affricanes and the lawleffe Alarbes : 
The Nubiens marching with their armed cartes, 
Andfleaing afarre with venim and with dartes. 
Where ye fee this figure of Twynnes twife vfed, 
once when he laid horfes and barbes for barbd horfes : 
againe when he laith with venim and with dartes for 
venimous dartes. 

CHAP, XVI\I\ 

Of the figures which we call Senfable, becaufe they alter 

and affeH the minde by alteration offence, 

andfirfl infingle wordes. 

IHe eare hauing receiued his due latisfa6lion 
by the auricular figures, now mull the 
minde alfo be ferued, with his naturall 
delight by figures fenfible fuch as by al- 
teration of intendmentes affedl the cour- 
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age, and geue a good liking to the conceit. And firfl, 
fingle words haue their fence and vnderflanding altered 
and figured many wayes, to wit, by tranfport, abufe, 
croffe-naming, new naming, change of name. This 
will feeme very darke to you, vnlefle it be otherwife 
explaned more particularly : and firfl of Mttaphora, 
Tranfport There is a kinde of wreRing F.gureoftran.s- 
of a fingle word from his owne right fignifi- spone. 
cation, to another not fo naturall, but yet of fome 
affinitie or conueniencie with it, as to fay, / cannot di- 
gejl your vnkitide words^ for I cannot take them in 
good part: or as the man of law laid, Ifede younot^ for 
1 vnderfland not your cafe, becaufe he had not his fee 
in his hand. Or as another laid to a mouthy Aduo- 
cate, why barkejl thou at me fo fore 1 Or to call the 
top of a tree, or of a hill, the crowne of a tree or of a 
hill : for in deede crowne is the highell ornament of a 
Princes head, made like a clofe garland, or els the 
top of a mans head, where the haire windes about, 
and becaufe fuch terme is not applyed naturally to a 
tree, or to a hill, but is tranfported from a mans head 
to a hill or tree, therefore it is called by mctaphore, 
or the figure of tranfport. And three caufes moues vs 
to vfe this figure, one for neceflitie or want of a better 
word, thus: 

As the drie ground that thirfles after afhowr 
Seemes4o reioyce when it is 7veii iwety 
Andfpeedely brings foorth both graffe andflowr, 
Iflacke offunne or feafon doo not let. 
Here for want of an apter and more naturall word 
to declare the drie temper of the earth, it is faid to 
thirll and to reioyce, which is onely proper to liuing 
creatures, and yet being fo inuerted, doth not fo much 
fwerue from the true fence, but that euery man can 
eafilie conceiue the meaning thereof 

Againe, we vfe it for pleafure and ornament of our 
fpeach, as thus in an Epitaph of our owne making, to 
the honourable memorie of a deere friend. Sir John 
TTirogmorton, knight, luflice of Cheller, and a man of 
many commendable vertues. 
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Whom vertue rerde, enuy hath ouerthrowen 
And lodged full low, vnder this marble Jlone: 
Ne neuer were his values fo well knowerij 
Whilest he liued here, as now that he is gone. 
Here thefe words, rered, ouerthrowen, and lodged, are' 
inuerted, and metaphorically applyed, not vpon ne- 
ceffitie, but for ornament onely, afterward againe in 
thefe verfes. 

Nofunne by day that euer faw him rest 
Free from the toyles of his fo bufie charge. 
No night that Jiarbourd rankor in his breast. 
Nor merry moode, made reafon runne at large. 
In thefe verfes the inuerfion or metaphore, lyeth in 
thefe words, faw, harbourd, run : which naturally are 
applyed to liuing things, and not to infenfible : as, the 
funne, or the night \ and yet they approch fo neere, 
and fo conueniently, as the fpeech is thereby made 
more commendable. Againe, in moe verfes of the 
fame Epitaph, thus. 

His head afource of grauitie andfefice. 
His memory afhop cfciuill arte: 
His tongue aflreame offugred eloquence, 
Wifdome and meekenes lay mingled in his harte, 
In which verfes ye fee that Xhtit^oxds, fource,^iop, 
flud, fugred, are inuerted from their owne fignification 
to another, not altogether fo naturall, but of much 
affinitie with it. 

Then alfo do* we it fometimes to enforce a fence 
and make the word more fignificatiue : as thus, 
Iburne in loue, Ifreefe in deadly hate 
Ifwimme in hope, andfinke in deepe difpaire, 
Thefe examples I haue the willinger giuen you to 
fet foorth the nature and vfe of your figure metaphore, 
which of any other being choifly made, is the mofl 
commendable and mofl common. 
CaiachrtsU ^^* ^^ ^*^^ lacke of naturall and proper 
or the ' terme or worde we take another, neither 
Figureofabuse. naturall nor proper and do vntruly applie 
it to the thing which we would feeme to expreffe, and 
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without any iull inconuenience, it is not then fpoken by 
this figure Metaphore or of inuerfion as before, but by 
plaine abufe, as he that bad his man go into his library 
and fet him his bowe and arrowes, for in deede there 
was neuer a booke there to be found, or as one fhould 
in reproch fay to a poore man, thou raskall knaue, 
where raskall is properly the hunters terme giuen to 
young deere, leane and out of feafon, and not to peo- 
ple : or as one faid very pretily in this verfe. 

I lent my louc to loffe, and gaged my life in vaine. 

Whereas this worde letU is properly of mony or 
fome fuch other thing, as men do commonly borrow, 
for vfe to be repayed againe, and being applied to 
loue is vtterly abufed, and yet very commendably 
fpoken by vertue of this figure. For he that loueth 
and is not beloued againe, hath no lefle wrong, than 
he that lendeth and is neuer repayde. 

Now doth this vnderflanding or fecret conceyt reach 
many times to the only nomination of per- ,. , . . 
Ions or thmgs m their names, as of men, or the 
or mou ntaines, feas, countries and fuch like, M^^nan^er. 
in which refpedl the wrong naming, or otherwife naming 
of them then is due, carieth not onely an alteration of 
fence but a neceflitie of intendment figuratiuely, as 
when we cal loue by the name of Venus, fleflily lufl by 
the name of Cupid, bicaufe they were fuppofed by the 
auncient poets to be authors and kindlers of loue and 
lull : Vulcane for fire, Ceres for bread : Bacchus for 
wine by the fame reafon ; alfo if one fhould fay to a 
skilfull craft esman knowen for a glutton or common 
drunkard, that had fpent all his goods on riot and de- 
licate fare. 
Thy hands they made thee rich, thy pallat made thee poore. 

It is ment, his trauaile and arte made him wealthie, 
his riotous life had made him a beggar : and as one 
that boafled of his houfekeeping, faid that neuer a 
yeare paflfed ouer his head, that he drank not in his 
houfe euery moneth fourc tonnes of beere, and one 
hogfhead of wine, meaning not the caskes or veffels. 
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but that quantitie which they conteyned. Thefe and 
fuch other fpeaches, where ye take the name of the 
Author for the thing it felfe ; or the thing conteining, 
for that which is contained, and in many other cafes do 
as it were wrong name the perfon or the thing. So 
neuertheleffe as it may be vnderflood, it is by the 
figure mdonymiay or mifnamer. 

And if this manner of naming perfons or things be 
AntoMomasia ^^* ^^ ^^^ ^^ mifnamiug as before, but 
or the ' by a conuenient difference, and fuch as is 
Surnamcr. ^^^ ^^ efteemed and likely to be true, it is 
then called not metonimia^ but anionomqfia, or the Sur- 
namer, (not the mifnamer, which might extend to any 
other thing afwell as to a perfon) as he that would fay: 
not king Philip of Spaine, but the Wefteme king, be- 
caufe his dominion Heth the furdefl Weft of any 
Chriften prince : and the French king the great Vallois^ 
becaufe fo is the name of his houfe, or the Queene of 
England, The maiden Queene^ for that is her hieft pe- 
culiar among all the Queenes of the world, or as we 
faid in one of our Partheniades^ the Bryton mayde, 
becaufe fhe is the moft great and famous mayden of 
all Brittayne : thus, 

But in chaste Jliie, am borne as I weene 

To blazon foorth the Brytton mayden Queene, 

So did our forefathers call Henry the firsts Beau- 
cierke, Edmund Ironfide^ Richard cxur de lion : Edward 
the Confeffor^ and we of her Maieftie Elifabeth the 
peafible. 

Then alfo is the fence figuratiue when we deuife a 
Onomatopeia, ^^^ name to any thing confonant, as neere 

or the ' as wc Can to the nature thereof, as to 
New namer. f^y . fl^jf^ij^ of lightning, clofliing of blades, 
clinking of fetters, chinking of mony: and as the poet 
Virgil faid of the founding a trumpet, ta-ra-tant, tara- 
tantara, or as we giue fpecial names to the voices of 
dombe beafts, as to fay, a horfe neigheth, a lyon brayes, 
a fwine grunts, a hen cackleth, a dogge howles, and a 
hundreth mo fuch new names as any man hath libertie to 
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deuife, fo it be fittie for the thing which he couets to 
expreflfe. 

Your Epitheton or qualifier^ whereof we fpake before, 
placing him among the figures auricular^ EHtMom 
now becaufe he femes alfo to alter and en- or ihe 
force the fence, we will fay fomewhat more 2c?w!^'h"efi- 
of him in this place, and do conclude that gurcofAttri- 
he mull be apt and proper for the thing he 
is added vnto, and nfit difagreable or repugnant, as 
one that faid : darke difdaine^ and tni/erabie pride, very 
abfurdly, for difdaine or difdained things cannot be 
faid darke, but rather bright and cleere, becaufe they 
be beholden and much looked vpon, and pride is 
rather enuied then pitied or miferable, vnleffe it be in 
Chriflian charitie, which helpeth not the terme in this 
cafe. Some of our vulgar writers take great pleafure 
in giuing Epithets and do it almofl to euery word 
which may receiue them, and fliould not be fo, yea 
though they were neuer fo propre and apt, for fome- 
times wordes fuffered to go fmgle, do giue greater fence 
and grace than words quallified by attributions do. 

But the fence is much altered and the hearers con- 
ceit llrangly entangled by the figure Meta- MetahpsU 
iepjis, which I call the farfet, as when we or the 
had rather fetch a word a great way off Farrefet 
then to vfe one nerer hand to expreflfe the matter afwel 
and plainer. And it feemeth the deuifer of this figure, 
had a defire to pleafe women rather then men : for we 
vfe to fay by manner of Prouerbe : things farrefet and 
deare bought are good for Ladies : fo in this manner 
of fpeach we vfe it, leaping ouer the heads of a great 
many words, we take one that is furdeft off, to vtter our 
matter by : as Medea curfing hir firfl acquaintance with 
prince lafon, who had very vnkindly forfaken her, laid : 
Woe worth the mountaine that tJie majk bare 
Which was thefirjl caufer of all my care. 

Where fhe might afwel I haue faid, woe worth our 
firfl meeting, or woe worth the time that lafon arriued 
with his fliip at my fathers cittie in ColchoSy when he 

N 
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tooke me away with him, and not fo farre off as to 
curfe the mountaine that bare the pinetree, that made 
the mad, that bare the failes, that the (hip failed with, 
which caried her away. A pleafant Gentleman came 
into a Ladies nurfery, and faw her for her owne plea- 
fure rocking of her young child in the cradle, and fayd 
to her : 

Ifpeake it Madame ivithotit any fnocJUy 
Many afuch craddl may I fee you rocke, 

Gods paffion hourfon faid (he, would thou haue me 
beare mo children yet, no Madame quoth the Gentle- 
man, but I would haue you Hue long, that ye might 
the better pleafure your friends, for his meaning was that 
as euery cradle fignified a new borne childe, and euery 
child the leafure of one yeares birth, and many yeares 
a long life : fo by wifhing her to rocke many cradels of 
her owne, he wifhcd her long life. Virgill faid : 

Pojl inultas mea regna videns mirabor ariftas. 

Thus in Englifh. 

After many a fbihhle fliall I come 

And 7iionder at tlu fight of my kingdome. 

By (lubble the Poet vnderftoode yeares, for haruefls 
come but once euery yeare, at lead wayes with vs in 
liurope. This is fpoken by the figure of farre-fet. 
Mdalepfis, 

And one notable meane to affedl the minde, is to 
Ewphasis inforce the fence of any thing by a word of 

or ihe ' more than ordinary efficacie, and neuerthc- 
Renforccr. j^^ j^ j^^^ apparant, but as it were, fecretly 
implyed, as he that faid thus of a faire Lady. 
O rare beautie, d grace^ and curiefie. 

And by a very euill man thus. 

Ofinne itfelfe^ not ti*retchy but wretchednes. 

Whereas if he had faid thus, O gratious, courteous 
and beautiful/ woman : and, Ofinfull and wretched man, 
it had bene all to one efifedl, yet not with fuch force 
and efficacie, to fpeake by the denominatiue, as by the 
thing it felfe. 

As by the former figure we vfe to enforce our fence, 
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fo by another we temper our fence v/ith wordes of fuch 
moderation, as in appearaunce it abateth it but not in 
deede, and fs by the figure Liptote^ which uptou 
therefore I call the Moderator, and becomes or Uie 
vs many times better to fpeake in that fort Modemtour. 
quallified, than if we fpake it by more forcible termes, 
and neuertheles is equipolent in fence, thus. 

/ know you hate me not^ nor wijh me any ill. 

Meaning in deede that he loued him very well and 
dearely, and yet the words doe not expreffe fo much, 
though they purport fo much. Or if you would lay, I 
am not ignorant, for I know well inough. Such a 
man is no foole, meaning in deede that he is a very 
wife man. 

But if fuch moderation of words tend to flattery, or 
foothing, or excufing, it is by the figure p^^^^^^.^i^^ 
Paradiajlole^ which therfore nothing impro- or the 
perly we call the Curry-fauell, as when we ^'""^ '^*"*"- 
make the bed of a bad thing, or turne a fignification 
to the more plaufible fence : as, to call an vnthrift, a 
liberall Gentleman : the foolifli-hardy, valiant or coura- 
gious : the niggard, thriftie : a great riot, or outrage, an 
youthfull pranke, and fuch like termes : moderating 
and abating the force of the matter by craft, and for a 
pleafing purpofe, as appeareth by thefe verfes of ours, 
teaching in what cafes it may commendably be vfed 
by Courtiers.* 

But if you diminifh and abbafe a thing by way of 
fpifiht and mallice, as it were to depraue it, „ . . 
fuch fpeach is by the figure Meiofis or the or the 
difabler fpoken of hereafter in the place i^i*^"^*'- 
oi fententious figures. 

A great mountaine as bigge as a molehill, 
A heatty burthen perdy, as a potmd offetJiers. 

But if ye abafe your thing or matter by ignorance 
or errour in the choife of your word, then ^ ^. . 
IS it by VICIOUS maner of fpeach called or the 
Tapinofis^ whereof ye fhall haue examples Abb-wcr. 
in the chapter of vices hereafter folowing. 

* These verses of the Author do not nppcar in the Text.- Ed. 
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Then againe if we vfe fucli a word (as many times 
Sj^nea/acAf, wc doc) by whicli wc driue ihe hearer to 
Fieii?e of quick conceiiie more or lefle or beyond or other- 
concciie. wife then the letter expreffeth, and it be 

not by vertue of the former figures Metaphore and 
Abafe and the reft, the Greeks then call it Synecdoche^ 
the Latinesy^/^ intc/Ic^io or vnderftanding, for by part 
we are enforced to vnderftand the whole, by the whole 
part, by many things one thing, by one, many, by a 
thing precedent, a thing confequent, and generally one 
thing out of another by maner of contrariety to the 
word which is fpoken, aliud ex alioy which becaufe it 
feemeth to aske a good, quick, and pregnant capacitie, 
and is not for an ordinarie or dull wit fo to do, I 
chofe to call him the figure not onely of conceit after 
the Greek e originall, but alfo of quick conccite. As 
for example we will giue none becaufe we will fpeake 
of him againe in another place, where he is ranged 
among the figures /c/i/ab/e ai)perteining to claufes. 

C/fAF. XVITL 

Of fen/able figures altering and affcHing the my tide 

by alteration offence or iniendements in 

udwle ciaufcs or f peaches, 

IS by the laft remembred figures the fence of 
fingle wordes is altered, fo by thefe that 
follow is that of whole and entier fpeach : 
and firft by the Courtly figure Allegoria^ 
which is when we fpeake one thing and 
thinke another, and that our wordes and our meanings 
meete not. The vfe of this figure is fo large, and his 
vertue of fo great efficacie as it is fuppofed no man 
can pleafantly vtter and perfwade without it, but in 
effecSl is fure neuer or very feldome to thriue and prof- 
j)er in the world, that cannot skilfully put in vre, in 
fomuch as not onely euery common Courtier, but alfo 
the graueft Counfellour, yea and the moft noble and 
wifefl Prince of them all are many times enforced to 
vfe it, by example (fay they) of the great Emperour 
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who had it vfually in his mouth to fay, Qni nefcit dif- 
fimnlare nefcit regnare. Of this figure therefore which 
for his duplicitie we call the figure of \^falfe femblant 
or diffimuIation\ we will fpeake firil as of the chief 
ringleader and captaine of all other figures, either in 
the Poeticall or oratorie fcience. 

And ye (hall know that we may difTem- Aiugoria, 
ble, I meane fpeake otherwife then we Figure on-aise 
thinke, in eameft afwell as in fport, vnder sembiant. 
couert and darke termes, and in learned and apparant 
fpeaches, in fhort fentences, and by long ambage and 
circum fiance of wordes, and finally afwell when we 
lye as when we tell truth. To be ftiort euery fpeach 
wrelled from his owne naturall fignification to another 
not altogether fo naturall is a kinde of diffiraulation, 
becaufe the wordes beare contrary countenaunce to 
th'intent. But properly and in his principall vertue 
Ai/egoria is when we do fpeake in fence tranflatiue and 
wrefled from the owne fignification, neuerthelefle ap- 
plied to another not altogether contrary, but hauing 
much conueniencie with it as before we faid of the 
metaphore : as for example if we (hould call the com- 
mon wealth, a fliippe ; the Prince a Pilot, the Coun- 
fellours mariners, the (lormes warres, the calme and 
\/iauefi\ peace, this is fpoken all in allegorie : and be- 
caufe fuch inuerfion of fence in one fingle worde is by 
the figure Metaphore, of whom we fpake before, and 
this manner of inuerfion extending to whole and large 
fpeaches, it maketh the figure allegorie to be called a 
long and perpetuall Metaphore. A noble man after a 
whole yeares abfence from his ladie, fent.to know how 
fhe did, and whether (he reniayned affedled toward 
him as fhe was when he left her. 

Lonely Lady L long full fore to heare, 
Lf ye remaine the fame, L left you the lafl ycare. 
To whom file anfwered in allegorie other two verfes : 
My louitig Lorde L will well that ye wisty 
The thred is fpon, that neuerfliall vntwfft. 
Meaning, that her loue was fo flcdfafl and conftant 
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toward him as no time or occafion could alter it. Vir- 
gin in his fliepeherdly poemes called Eglo<:^ues vfed as 
ruflicall but fit alkgorie for the purpofe thus ; 

Ciaudite iam riuos pueri fat prata biberutit. 
Which I Englifh thus : {fill. 

Stop vpy(nirjlreames(mylads)the nudes haue drunk tlieir 
As much to fay, leaue of now, yee haue talked of 
the matter inough : for the fliepheards guife in many 
places is by opening certaine fluces to water their 
paftures, fo as when they are wet inough they (hut 
them againe : this application is full Allegoricke. 

Ye haue another manner of Allegoric not full, but 
mixt, as he that wrate thus : 

The clondes of care ham coured all my coste, 
T/ieJlormes ofjlrife^ do threaten to appeare : 
The wanes of woe, wherein myfliip is toste. 
Haue broke the banks, where lay my lifefo deere. 
Chippes of ill chance, are fallen amidfl my choife. 
To marre the minde that menifor to reioyce. 
I call him not a full Allegoric, but mixt, bicaufc he ' 
difcouers withall what the cloud, florme, wane, and the 
reft are, which in a full allegoric Ihould not be difcou- 
ered, but left at large to the readers iudgement and 
conie6lure. 

Wediffemble againe vnder couert and darke fpea- 

Eni ma ^^^s, whcu wc fpcakc by way of riddle 

or the ' (Enigma) of which the fence can hardly 

Riddle. ^g picked out, but by the panics ownc 

affoile, as he that faid : 

// is my mother well 1 7vot, 
And yet t/ie daughter that I begot. 
Meaning it by the ifc which is made of frozen water, 
the fame being molten by the funne or fire, makes 
water againe. 

My motlier had an old woman in her nurferic, who 
in the winter nights would put vs forth many prety 
ridles, whereof this is one : 

/ haue a thing and rough it is 
And in the midfl a hole Iwis : 
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There came a yong man with his ginne^ 
And he put it a hamijull in. 

The good old Gentlewoman would tell vs that were 
children how it was meant by a furd glooue. Some 
other naughtie body would peraduenture haue con- 
flrued it not halfe fo mannerly. The riddle is pretie 
but that it holdes too much of the Cachemphaton or 
•foule fpeach and may be drawen to a reprobate fence. 

We diflemble after a fort, when we fpeake „ . . 

by common prouerbs, or, as we vfe to call or 

them, old faid fawes, as thus : ^'■*'"^'**' 

As the olde cocke crowes fo doeth the chick: 
A bad Cooke that cannot his otvtie fingers lick. 

Meaning by the firil, that the young leame by the 
olde, either to be good or euill in their behauiours : by 
the fecond, that he is not to be counted a wife man, 
who being in authority, and hauing the adminiftration 
of many good and great things, will not ferue his owne 
tume and his friends whilefl he may, and many fuch 
l)rouerbiall fpeeches : as Totneffe is turned French^ for 
a flrange alteration : Skarborow warning, for a fodaine 
commandement, allowing no refpedl or delay to be- 
thinke a man of his bufmes. Note neuertheleffe a 
diuerfitie, for the two lafl examples be prouerbs, the 
two firil prouerbiall fpeeches. 

Ye doe likewife diflemble, when ye fpeake in derifion 
or mockerie, and that may be many waies : as fome- 
time in fport, fometime in earned, and priuily, and 
apertly, and pleafantly, and bitterly : but j^^^^ 

firfl by the figure Ironia, which we call the or the* 

drye mock : as he that liiid to a bragging ^"^ """^^ 
Ruffian, that threatened he would kill and flay, no 
doubt you are a good man of your hands : or, as it 
was faid by a French king, to one that praide his re- 
ward, (hewing how he had bene cut in the face at a 
certain battell fought in his feruice : ye may fee, quoth 
the king, what it is to runne away and looke backwards. 
And as Alphonfo king of Naples, faid to one that pro- 
fcred to take his ring when he wafht before dinner, 



Digitized by 



Google 



203 OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 

this wil feme another well : meaning that the Gentle- 
men had another time taken them, and becaufe the king 
forgot to aske for them, neuer reflored his ring againe. 
osfftMs ^^ when we deride with a certaine feue- 

or the ' ritie, we may call it the bitter taunt [Sar- 
Bitter taunt cafmus] as Ckarics the fift Emperour aun- 
fwered the Duke of Arskot, befeechinghim recompence 
of feruice done at the fiege of Renty,. againll Henry 
the French king, where the Duke was taken prifoner, 
and afterward efcaped clad like a Coiliar. Thou wert 
taken, quoth the Emperour, HI- c a coward, and fcapedil 
like a Coiliar, wherefore get thee home and liue vpon 
thine owne. Or as king Henry the eight faid to one 
of his priuy chamber, who fued for Sir Anthony Rrnvfe^ 
a knight of Norfolke that his Maieflie would be good 
vnto him, for that he was an ill begger. Quoth the 
king againe, if he be afhamed to beg, we are afhamed 
to geue. Or as Charles the fift Emperour, hauing 
taken in battaile John Frederike Duke of Saxon, with 
the Lantgraue of Heflen and others : this Duke being 
a man of monflrous bigncfle and corpulence, after the 
Emperor had feene the prifoners, faid to thofe that were 
about him, 1 haue gone a hunting many times, yet 
neuer tooke I fuch a fwine before. 

AsieUmus. Of wheu we fpeake by manner of plea- 
or the fantery, or mery skoffe, that is by a kinde 

othcrw^** of mock, whereof the fence is farre fet, and 
Theciuiiiiest. without any gall or offence. The Greekes 
call it [AJieifmus] we may terme it the ciuill iefl, be- 
caufe it is a mirth very full of ciuilitie, and fuch as the 
mod ciuill men doo vfe. As Cato faid to one that had 
geuen him a good knock on the head with a long peece 
of timber he bare on his (houlder, and then bad him 
beware : what (quoth Cato) wilt thou llnke me againe ? 
for ye know, a warning fhould be geuen before a man 
haue receiued harme, and not after. And as king 
Edward the fixt, being of young yeres, but olde in wit, 
(aide to one of his priuie chamber, who fued for a 
pardon for one that was condemned for a robberie, 
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telling the king that it was but a fmall trifle, not pad 
fixteene (hillings matter which he had taken : quoth 
the king againe, but I warrant you the fellow was for- 
rie it had not bene fixteene pound : meaning how the 
malefadlors intent was as euill in that trifle, as if it had 
bene a greater fumme of money. In thefe examples if 
ye marke there is no griefe or offence miniflred as in 
thofe other before, and yet are very wittie, and fpoken 
in plaine derifion. 

The Emperor Charles the fift was a man of very few 
words, and delighted little in talke. His brother king 
Ferdinando being a man of more pleafant difcourfe, 
fitting at the table with him, faid, 1 pray your Maieftie 
be not fo filent, but let vs talke a little. What neede 
that brother, quoth the Emperor, fmce you haue 
words enough for vs both. 

Or when we giue amocke withafcornefull countenance 
as in forae fmiling fort looking afide or by drawing the 
lippe a\vry, or flirinking vp the nofe ; the Mictgri«nn* 
Greeks called it Mi^erifmus, we may terme or the 
it a fleering frumpe, as he that faid to one ^^"""« '^'""p*" 
whofe wordes he beleued not, no doubt Sir of that. 
This fleering frumpe is one of the Courtly graces of 
hicke the /corner. 

Or when we deride by plaine and flat . ,.^, 
contradi<5tion, as he that faw a dwarfe go or the 
in the ftreete faid to his companion that ^^"^ "°"'*- 
walked with him : See yonder gyant : and to a Negro 
or woman blackemoore, in good footh ye are a faire 
one, we may call it the broad floute. 

Or when ye giue a mocke vnder fmooth and lowly 
wordes as he that hard one call him all to nought and 
fay, thou art fure to be hanged ere thou dye : quoth 
th*other very foberly. Sir I know your maifterfliip 
fpeakes but in ie(l, the Greeks call it \cha- „, . ,. 
rientifmtis) we may call it the pnuy nippe, or the 
or a myld and appeafing mockery : all ^""^ "'pp*' 
thefe be fouldiers to the figure allegpria and fight vnder 
the banner of diffimulation. 
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Neuertheleffeye haueyettwoor three other figures that 

if.^erhou ^™^^^^ ^ ^P^^^ ^^ ^^ i^m^falfi femblant^ 
ir the *' but in another fort and maner of phrafe, 
^nthc^fi!^'' whereof one is when we fpeake in the fu- 
raiicd the loud perlatiue and beyond the limites of credit, 
'^"* that is by the figure which the Greeks call 

Hiperbok^ the Latines Demmtims or the lying figure. I 
for his immoderate excefle cal him the ouer reacher right 
with his originall or \lawd fyar] and me thinks not 
amifle : now when 1 fpeake that which neither I my 
felfe thinke to be true, nor would haue any other body 
beleeue, it mull needs be a great diffimulation, be- 
caufe I meane nothing leffethen that I fpeake, and this 
maner of fpeach is vfed, when either we would greatly 
aduaunce or greatly abafe the reputation of any thing or 
perfon, and mud be vfed very difcreetly, or els it will 
feeme odious, for although a prayfe or other report 
may be allowed beyond credit, it may not be beyond 
all meafure, fpecially in the profeman, as he that was 
fpeaker in a Parliament of king Hmry the eights 
raigne, in his Oration which ye know is of ordinary to 
be made before the Prince at the firft affembly of both 
houfes, [fh]ould feeme to prayfe his Maieflie thus. What 
(hould I go about to recite your Maiefties innumerable 
vertues, euen as much as if I tooke vpon me to num- 
ber the ilarres of the skie, or to tell the fands of the 
fea. This Hyperbole was both vltrafidem and alfo vlira 
niodum^ and therefore of a graue and wife Counfellour 
made the fpeaker to be accompted a grolTe flattering 
foole : peraduenture if he had vfed it thus, it had bene 
better and neuerthelefle a lye too, but a more moderate 
lye and no lefle to the purpofe of the kings commen- 
dation, thus. I am not able with any wordes fufficiently 
to exprefle your Maieflies regall vertues, your kingly 
merites alfo towardes vs your people and realme are fo 
exceeding many, as your prayfes therefore are infinite, 
your honour and renowne euerlalling: And yet all 
this if we (hall meafure it by the rule of exadl veritie, 
is but an vntruth, yet a more cleanely commendation 
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then was maifter Speakers. Neuertheleffe as I faid 
before if we fall a prayfmg, fpecially of our miflreffes 
vertue, bewtie, or other good parts, we be allowed now 
and then to ouer-reach a littleby wayofcomparifonashe 
that faid thus in prayfe of his Lady. 
Giue place ye louers here before^ 
That /pent ymr boajls and braggs in vaine: 
My Ladies bewtie paffeth more, 
The bejl of your I dare well fay ne: 
Then doth thefufine the candle light, 
Or brightefl day the darkefl night. 
And as a certaine noble Gentlewomen lamenting at 
the vnkindneffe of her louer faid very pretily in this 
figure. 

Buifince it will no better be. 
My tearesfhall neuer blin : 
To moifl the earth in fuch degree. 
That I may drowne therein : 
That by my death all men may fay, 
Lo weemen are as true as they. 
Then haue ye the figure Periphrafis, hold- Periphrasi*, 
ing fomewhat of the difsembler, by reafon PigurVof am- 
of a fecret intent not appearing by the ^««- 
words, as when we go about the bufh, and will not in 
one or a few words exprefle that thing which we de- 
fire to haue knowen, but do chofe rather to do it by 
many words, as we our felues wrote of our Soueraigne 
Lady thus : 

Whom Princes ferue, and Realmes obay, 
And greatefl of Bryton kings begot: 
She came abroade euen yeflerday. 
When fuch asfaiv her, knav her not. 
And the reft that followeth, meaning her Maiefties 
perfon, which we would feeme to hide leauing her 
name vnfpoken, to the intent the reader fhould geffe 
at it : neuerthelefle vpon the matter did fo manifeftly 
difclofe it, as any fimple iudgement might eafily per- 
ceiue by whom it was ment, that is by I^dy Elizabeth, 
Queene of England and daughter to king Henry the eight, 
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and therein refleth the diifimulation. It is one of the 
gallanted figures among the poetes fo it be vfed dif- 
cretely and in his right kinde, but many of thefe makers 
that be not halfe their craftes maiflers, do very often 
abufe it and alfo many waies. For if the thing or 
perfon they go about to defcribe by circumllance, be 
by the writers improuidence otherwife bewrayed, it 
loofeth the grace of a figure, as he that laid : 
llie tenth of March wlun Aries receiued^ 
Dan Phabus rates into his homed hed. 

Intending to defcribe the fpring of the yeare, which 
*uery man knoweth of himfelfe, hearing the day of 
March named: the verfes be very good the figure 
nought worth, if it were meant in Periphrafe for the 
matter, that is the feafon of the yeare which fhould 
haue bene couertly difclofed by ambage, was by and 
by blabbed out by naming the day of the moneth, and 
fo the purpofe of the figure difapointed, peraduenture 
it had bin better to haue faid thus : 

27ie month and daie when Aries receiud, 
Dan PJicebus raies into his horned head. 

For now there remaineth for the Reader fomewhat 
to fludie and geffe vpon, and yet the fpring time to 
the learned iudgement fufficiently exprefled. 

The Noble Earle of Surrey wrote thus : 
In winters iujl returne, when Boreas gan his raigne^ 
And euery tree vnclothed him fajt as nature taught tliem 
plaine, 

I would faine leame of fome good maker, whether 
the Earle fpake this in figure of Periphrafe or not, for 
mine owne opinion I thinke that if he ment to defcribe 
the winter feafon, he would not haue difclofed it fo 
broadly, as to fay winter at the firft worde, for that had 
bene againfl the rules of arte, and without any good 
iudgement: which in fo learned and excellent a perfon- 
age we ought not to fufpedl, we fay therefore that for 
winter it is no Periphrafe but language at large : we 
fay for all that, hauing regard to the feconde verfe that 
followeth it is a Periphrafe^ feeming that thereby he 
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intended to fliew in what part of the winter his loues 
gaue him anguifh, that is in the time which we call the 
fall of the leafe, which begins in the moneth of 06lober, 
and (lands very well with the figure to be vttered in that 
fort notwithilanding winter be named before, for winter 
hath many parts : fuch namely as do not (hake of the 
leafe, nor vncloth the trees as here is mencioned : thus 
may ye iudge as I do, that this noble Erie wrate 
excellently well and to purpofe. Moreouer, when a 
maker will feeme to vfe circumlocution to fet forth any 
thing pleafantly and figuratiuely, yet no leffe plaine to 
a ripe reader, then if it were named exprefly, and 
when all is done, no man can perceyue it to be the 
thing intended. This is a foule ouerfight in any 
writer as did a good fellow, who weening to fliew his 
cunning, would needs by periphrafe exprefle the realme 
of Scotland in no leffe then eight verfes, and when he 
had faid all, no man could imagine it to be fpoken of 
Scotland : and did befides many other faults in his 
verfe, fo deadly belie the matter by his defcription, as 
it would pitie any good maker to heare it. 

Now for the (hutting vp of this Chapter, synechdocfu. 
will I remember you farther of that manner pigure of quick 
of fpeech which theGreekes call Synecdoche^ conceite. 
and we the figure of \quicke cotueite\ who for the reafons 
before alledged, may be put vnder the fpeeches 
allegoricail, becaufe of the darkenes and duplicitie of 
his fence : as when one would tell me how the French 
king was ouerthrowen at Saint Quintans, I am enforced 
to think that it was not the king himfelfe in perfon, 
but the Conftable of Fraunce with the French kings 
power. Or if one would fay, the towne of Andwerpe 
were fami(hed, it is not fo to be taken, but of the 
people of the towne of Andwerp, and this conceit 
being drawen afide, and (as it were) from one thing to 
another, it encombers the minde with a certaine 
imagination what it may be that is meant, and not ex< 
preffed : as he that faid to a young gentlewoman, who 
was in her chamber making her felfe vnready. 
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Miflreffe will ye geue me leaue to vnlace your peticote, 
meaning (perchance) the other thing that might follow 
fuch vnlafmg. In the olde time, whofoeuer was allowed 
to vndoe his Ladies girdle, he might lie with her all 
night : wherfore, the taking of a womans maydenhead 
away, was faid to vndoo her girdle. Virgineam diffoluit 
zonam, faith the Poet, conceiuing out of a thing preced- 
ent, a thing fubfequent. This may fuffice for the 
knowledge of this figure [quiche conceit,] 

CHAP, XIX, 
0/ Figures fentcJitioits^ otherivife called Rhetoricall, 

)w if our prefuppofall be true, that the Poet 
is of all other the mod auncient Orator, 
as he that by good and pleafant perfwa- 
fions firfl reduced the wilde and beaftly 
people into publicke focieties and ciuilitie 
of life, infmuating vnto them, vnder fidlions with 
fweete and coloured fpeeches, many wholefome leflbns 
and dodlrines, then no doubt there is nothing fo fitte 
for him, as to be fumiflied with all the figures that be 
Rhetorically and fuch as do mod beautifie language with 
eloquence and fententioufnes. Therfore, fince we 
haue already allowed to our maker his auricular figures, 
and alfo his fenfable, by which all the words and 
claufes of his meeters are made as well tunable to the 
eare, as flirring to the minde, we are now by order to 
beftow vpon him thofe other figures which may exe- 
cute both offices, and all at once to beautifie and geue 
fence and fententioufnes to the whole language at 
large. So as if we fhould intreate our maker to play 
alfo the Orator, and whether it be to pleade, or to 
praife, or to aduife, that in all three cafes he may vtter, 
and alfo perfwade both copioufly and vehemently. 

And your figures rhethoricall, befides their remem- 
bred ordinarie vertues, that is, fententioufiies, and 
copious amplification, or enlargement of language, doe 
alfo conteine a certaine fweet and melodious manner of 
fj)eech, in which refpec^, they may, after a fort, be faid 
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auricular : becaufe the eare is no lefle rauiflied with 
their currant tune, than the mind is with their fenten- 
tioufnes. For the eare is properly but an inftrument 
of conueyance for the minde, to apprehend the fence 
by the found. And our fpeech is made melodious or 
harmonicall, not onely by flrayned tunes, as ihofe of 
Miifick^ but alfo by choife of fmoothe words : and thus, 
or thus, marfhalling them in their comeliell conflrudlion 
and order, and afwell by fometimes fparing, fometimes 
fpending them more or lefTe liberally, and carrying or 
tranfporting of them farther off or neerer, fetting them 
with fundry relations, and variable formes, in the 
miniftery and vfe of words, doe breede no little altera- 
tion in man. For to fay truely, what els is man but 
his minde ? which, whofoeuer haue skil to compaffe, 
and make yeelding and flexible, what may not he com- 
maund the body to perfourme ? He therefore that 
hath vanquiflied the minde of man, hath made the 
greatefl and mod glorious conquell. But the minde 
is not affailable vnleffe it be by fenfible approches, 
whereof the audible is of greatefl force for inAru6lion 
or difcipline : the vifible, for apprehenfion of exterior 
knowledges as the Philofopher faith. Therefore the 
well tuning of your words and claufes to the delight of 
the eare, maketh your information no lefle plaufible to 
the minde than to the eare ; no though you filled them 
with neuer fo much fence and fententioufnes. Then 
alfo mufl the whole tale (if it tende to perfwafion) beare 
his iufl and reafonable meafure, being rather with the 
largefl., than with the fcarcell. For like as one or two 
drops of water perce not the flint flone, but many and 
often droppings doo : fo cannot a few words (be they 
neuer fo pithie or fententious) in all cafes and to all 
manner of mindes, make fo deepe an impreflion, as a 
more multitude of words to the purpofe difcreetely, and 
without fuperfluitie vttered : the minde being no lefle 
vanquiflied with large loade of fpeech, than the limmes 
are with heauie burden. Sweetenes of fpeech, fen- 
tence, and amplification, are therfore neceflaric to an 
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excellent Orator and Poet, he may in no wife be 
fpared from any of them. 

And firft of all others your figure that worketh by 
iteration or repetition of one word or claufe doth much 
alter and affe6l the eare and alfo the mynde of the 
hearer, and therefore is counted a very braue figure 
both with the Poets and rhetoriciens, and this repeti- 
tion may be in feuen fortes. 

Repetition in the firft degree we call the figure of 
Ana/Aam, Report according to the Greeke originall, 
FiSireofRe- ^"^ ^^ when we make one word begin, 
port. and as they are wont to fay, lead the daunce 

to many veifes in fute, as thus. 

To thinke on death it is a miferie. 
To think on life it is a vanitie: 
To thinke on the world verily it is, 
To thinke that heare man hath no perfit bliffe. 
And this written by Sir Walter Raleigh of his great- 
eft miftrefle in moft excellent verfes. 

In vayne mine eyes in vaineyou uuijlyour teares. 
In vayne my figlis the f mokes of my defpaires: 
In vayne you fearch th' earth and heauens aboue^ 
In vayne ye feeke, for fortune keeps my hue. 
Or as the buffon in our enterlude called Luflie Lon- 
don faid very knauiftily and like himfelfe. 
Many a fair e laffe in London towne. 
Many a bawdie basket borne vp anddoivtie: 
Many a broker in a thridbare gowfu. 
Many a bankro^vte fcarce worth a crowne. 

In London, 

Ye haue another fort of repetition quite contrary to 

Aniistropht ^^ former when ye make one word finifti 

or the ' many verfes in fute, and that which is harder, 

Counter tume. ^^ g^^j^ ^^^^ claufes in the middeft of your 

verfes or dittie (for to make them finifh the verfe in 

our vulgar it ftiould hinder the rime) and becaufe I do 

finde few of our Englifh makers vfe this figure, 1 haue 

fet you down two litle ditties which our felues in our 

yonger yeares played vpon the Antiflrophey for fo is 
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the figures name in Greeke: one vpon the mutable loue 
of a Lady, another vpon the meritorious loue of Chrifl 
our Sauiour, thus. 

Her lowly lookes^ that gaue life to my loue, 
With spitefull fpeach, curjlneffe and cruel tie : 
She kild my loue, let her rigour remoue. 
Her cherefull lights and f peaches ofpitie 
Reuiue my loue : ana fie with great difdaine, 
Shejhunnes my loue, and after by a traine 
Slufeekes my loue, and faith fJie hues me mofl, 
Butfeinglier loue, fo lightly wonne and loft: 
Ilongd not for her loue, for well 1 t/iought, 
Firme is t/ie loue, if it be as it ought. 
The fecond vpon the merites of Chrifles paflion to- 
ward mankind, thus, 

Our Chrifl the fonne of God, chief authour of all good. 
Was lie by his allmig/U, thatfrfl created man : 
And with tlie coflly price, of his mofl precious bloud^ 
He that redeemed man : and by his instance vz'an 
GrcLce in the fight of God, his onely father deare. 
And reconciled man : and to make man his peer e 
Made himf elf e very man: brief to conclude the cafe. 
This Chrifl both God and man, he all and onely is: 
The man brings man to God and to allheauens bliffe. 
The Greekes call this figure Antiflrophe, the Latines, 
conuerfio, I following the originall call him the counter- 
tume, becaufe he tumes counter in the middell of 
euery meetre. 

Take me the two former figures and put them into 
one, and it is that which the Greekes call ^ ^/ * 
fymploche, the Lati nes complexto, or conduplt- or the 
catio, and is a maner of repetition, when one ^*^* °^ "p^**' 
and the felfe word doth begin and end many verfes in fute 
and fo wrappes vp both the former figures in one, as he 
that fportingly complained of hisvntruftie miflreffe, thus. 
Who made meflientfor her louesfake 1 

Myne owne miflreffe. 
Who would not feeme my part to take, 
Myne owne miflreffe, 
o 
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If'Aj/ ma.u me f.rjljc zi^I contad 

Her airtef,^. 
W 'hat makLs rm mzLjcjcre repent 
Her cruc\tu. 
The Greekes name this t^zure Symf'Lx'Jie, Ae Latins 
Comf/exw. perch ai:Rce for that he feemes to bold in 
and to wrap \-p the verfes by reduplication, fo as 
nothing can fall out I had rather call him the figure 
of replie. 

AmadiMcsiM ^^ haue another fort of repetition when 

<ft rhc ' with the worde by which you finifh your 
Redo-Ue. verfe, ye beginne the next verfe with the 
(ame, as thus: 

Comjorte it is for man to ham a wife^ 
li'ije c/tajl, and wife^ and lowly all her life. 
Or thus: 

Your beulie was thecaufe of my firfl loue^ 
Looue while I Hue, that I may fore repent. 
The Greeks call this figure Anadiplofis, I call him 
the Redouble a> the originall beares, 
E^fuiupsis, Ve haue an other forte of repetition, when 
Ecchr/jJiund y^ make one worde both beginne and end 
othcniisc,' your verfe, which therefore I call the flow 
rhe slow return, retoume, otherwifc the Eccho found, as thus : 
Much mufl he be beloued^ tlmt loueth much, 
Fear e many mufl he needs, whom manyfeare, 
Vnleffe I called him the eccho found, I could not tell 
what name to giue him, vnleffe it were the flow retume. 
E/ixetutis, Ye haue another fort of repetition 

Vnd ^rv ' when in one verfe or claufe of a verfe, ye 
" ^or*'^' iterate one word without any intermiflion, 
Coocko-spci. as thus: 

// was Maryne, Maryne that wrought mine woe. 
And this bemoaning the departure of a deere friend. 
The chief est flaffe of mine affurcdflay. 
With no fmall griefe, is gon, isgon away. 
And that of Sir IValter Raleighs very fweet. 
With wifdomes eyes had but blind fortune feene^ 
Than had my looue, my looue for euer beene. 
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The Greeks call him Epizeuxis, the Latines Sub- 
iunnio, we may call him the vnderlay^ me thinks if we 
regard his manner of iteration, and would depart from 
the originall, we might very properly, in our vulgar and 
for pleafure call him the cuckinvfpclly for right as the 
cuckow repeats his lay, which is but one manner of 
note, and doth not infert any other tune betwixt, and 
fometiraes for haft ftammers out two or three of them 
one immediatly after another, as cuck^ cuck^ cuckcnv, fo 
doth the figure Epizeuxis in the former verfes, Maryne, 
Maryne, without any intermiflion at all. 

Yet haue ye one forte of repetition, which piodte, 
we call the doubter^ and is as the next be- <»■ gje' 
fore, a fpeedie iteration of one word, but 
with fome litde intermiflion by inferting one or two 
words betweene, as in a moft excellent dittie written 
by Sir Walter Raleigh thefe two clofmg verfes : 

Yet when I fain^'e my felfe to you was true^ 
I loued my felfCy bycaufe my felfe loued you. 
And this fpoken in common Prouerbe. 

An ape mnlbe an ape, by kinde as they fay, 
Tliough that ye clad him all in purple array. 
Or as we once fported vpon a fellowes name who 
was called Woodcock, and for an ill part he had plaid 
entreated fauour by his friend. 

I praie you intreate no more for the man, 
Woodcocke wilbe a vz'oodcocke do iwhatye can. 
Now alfo be there many other fortes of repetition if 
a man would vfe them, but are nothing commendable, 
and therefore are not obferued in good poefie, as a 
vulgar rimer who doubled one word in the end of euery 
verfe, thus: adieu, adieu, 

my face, my face. 
And an other that did the like in the beginning of his 
verfe, thus: 

To louehim and loue him, as finners fliould doo, 
Thefe repetitions be not figuratiue but phantaftical, 
for a figure is euer vfed to a purpofe, either of beautie 
or of efficacie: and thefe laft recited be to no purpofe, 
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for neither can ye fay that it \Tge5 affe<5lion, nor that 
it beautifieth or enforceth the fence, nor hath any other 
fubtilitie in it, and therfore is a ver>' foolilh impertin- 
ency of fpeech, and not a figure. 

Ye haue a figure by which ye play with a couple of 
„ words or names much refemblinff, and be- 

or the caufe the one feeraes to anfwere th other by 
Nicknaincr. manner of illufion, and doth, as it were, 
nick him, I call him the Nicknamer, If any other man 
can geue him a fitter Englifli name, I will not be 
angrie, but I am fure mine is ver)' neere the original! 
fence of the Profonomafia, and is rather a by-name 
geuen in fport, than a fumame geuen of any earned 
purpofe. As, Tiberius the Emperor, becaufe he was a 
great drinker of wine, they called him by way of deri- 
fion to his owne name, Caldius Biberius Mero, in fleade 
of Claudius Tiberius Nero : and fo a iefling frier that 
wrate againfl Erafmus^ called him by refemblance to 
his own name, Errans mus, and are maintcined by 
this figure Proforwmafia^ or the Nicknamer. But euery 
name geuen in iefl or by way of a fumame, if it do not 
refemble the true, is not by this figure, as, the Emperor 
of Greece, who was furnamed Conjlantinus CepronimuSy 
becaufe he befliit the foont at the time he was chrift- 
ened : and fo ye may fee the difference betwixt the 
figures Antonomafta and Profonomatia. Now when 
fuch refemblance happens betvveene words of another 
nature, and not vpon mens names, yet doeth the Poet 
or maker finde prety fport to play with them in his 
verfe, fpecially the Comical 1 Poet and the Epigram- 
matift. Sir Philip Sidney in a dittie plaide very pretily 
with thefe two words, Loue and liue^ thus. 
And all my life I will confeffe^ 
The Icffe I loue, I Hue the leffe. 

And we in our Enterlude called the woer, plaid 
with thefe two words, lubber and louer, thus, the coun- 
trey clowne came and woed a young maide of the 
Citie, and being agreeued to come fo oft, and not to 
haue his anfwere, faid to the old nurfe very impatiently. 
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Iclu pray you good mother tell our young woer. 

dame^ 
Whence I am come and what is my name, 
I cannot come a 7voing euery day. 

Quoth the nurfe. 
They be lubbers not louers that fo vfe to fay. Nurse. 

Or as one replyed to his miftrefle charging him with 
fome difloyaltie towards her. 

Proue me maddme ere ye fall to rcJ>roue, 
Meeke mindes fJwuld rather excufe than accufe. 
Here the words proue and reproue, excufe and ac- 
cufe, do pleafantly encounter, and (as it were) mock 
one another by their much refemblance : and this is 
by the figure Profonomatia^ as wel as if they were 
mens proper names, alkiding to each other. 

Then haue ye a figure which the Latines TratiuctM 
call TraduHio, and I the tranlacer : which or the 

is when ye turne and tranlace a word into TranUccr. 
many fundry fliapes as ihe Tailor doth his garment, 
and after that fort do play with him in your dittie : as 
thus, 

Who Hues in loue his life is full of f cares ^ 
To lofe his loue, liuelode or libcrtie 
But liuely fprites that young and reckleffe be, 
Thinke that there is no liuing like to theirs. 
Or as one who much gloried in his owne wit, whom 
Perfius taxed in a verfe very pithily and pleafantly, 
thus. 

Scire tuum nihil eft nifi tefcire, hocfciat alter. 
Which I haue turned into EngHfli, not fo briefly, 
but more at large of purpofe the better to declare the 
nature of the figure : as thus. 

Thou vveenefl thy wit nought worth if other 

wcet it not 

As wel as thou thy f elf e, but thing well I wot. 

Who fo in earn eft weenes, he doth in mine aduife, 

S/iezw himfclfe witleffe, or tnore vvittie than wife. 

Here ye fee how in the former rime this word life 

is tranlaced into liue, liuing, liuely, huelode : and in 
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the latter rime this word wit is tranllated into weete, 
weene, wotte, witleffe, witty and wife : which come all 
from one originall. 

Antipophora, Ye haue a figiiratiue fpeach which the 
n^urJ'^of re- Greeks cal Antipophora^ I name him the 
sy,ucc, Refpona, and is when we will feeme to 

aske a queflion to th'intent we will aunfwere it our 
fellies, and is a figure of argument and alfo of ampli- 
fication. Of argument, becaufe proponing fuch matter 
as our aduerfarie might obie6t and then to anfwere it 
our felues, we do vnfumifh and preuent him of fudi 
helpe as he would otherwife haue vfed for himfelfe : 
then becaufe fuch obiection and anfwere fpend much 
language it femes as well to amplifie and enlarge our 
tale. Thus for example. 

Wylie worldling come tell me I thee pray. 
Wherein hopejl thou, that inakes theefo tofiwelll 
Riches ? alack it taries not a day^ 
But where fortune t lie fickle lift to dwell: 
In thy children ? how hardliefticUt thoufinde^ 
Them all at once, good and thriftie and kinde : 
Thy wife 1 dfaire but fraik mettall to truft, 
Seruatits ? what theeues 1 what treachours and iniuft f 
Honour perchance ? it reftes in otlier men : 
Glorie? afmoake: but wherein hopeft tlwu thm% 
In Gods iuftice? and by what merite telll 
In his mercy ? 6 now thou speakeft vi>el^ 
But thy lewd life hath loft his loue andgrace^ 
Daunting all hope to put difpaire in place. 
We read that Crates the Philofbpher Cinicke in 
refpedl of the manifold difcommodities of mans life, 
held opinion that it was bed for man neuer to haue 
bene borne or foone after to dye, [Optimum non nafd 
vcl cito mort] of whom certain e verfes are left written 
in Greeke which I haue Englifhed, thus. 
What life is the lief eft 1 the fieedy is full of woe and awe. 
The wcalthie full of brawle and brabbles of the law: 
To be a maried man ? how much art thou beguild^ 
Seeking thy reft by carke,for houfhold wife and child: 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 215 

To till it is a toyle, to grafe fame honejl gaine^ 
But fuch as gotten is ivith great hazard and paine : 
Thefayler ofhisJJiippe^ the mar chant of his ware, 
The fouldier in amies, how ftdl of dread and care 1 
AJhrewd ivife brings thee bate, wine not and neuer thriue, 
Children a charge, childlefje the greatest lacke cUiue: 
Youth witteffe is andfraile, ageficklie and forlorne. 
Then better to dyefoonc, or neuer to be borne, 

Metrodorus the Philofopher Stoick was of a contrary 
opinion reuerfing all the former fuppofitions againfl 
Crates, thus. 

What life lifl ye to lead? in good Citie and towne 
Is wonne both wit and wealth. Court gets vs great re- 

nowne : 
Countrey keepes vs in hcale, and quictneffe oftnynd, \Jind: 
Where holefome air^ and exercife and pretie /ports 7ve 
Traffick it turnes to gaine, by land and eke by feas. 
The land-borne Hues fafe, theforreine at his eafe : 
Houjholder hath his home, the roge romes with delight. 
And makes moe merry meales, then doth the Lordly wight: 
Wed and thou haft a bed, offolace and of ioy, 
Wed not and haue a bed, of rest without annoy : 
Thefetled loue is fafe, fweete is the loue at large. 
Children they are aftore, no children are no charge, 
Luftie and gay is youth, old age honourd and wife : 
Then not to dye or be vnborne, is befl in niyne aduife, 

Edward Earle of Oxford a mod noble and learned 
Gentleman made in this figure of refponce an emble 
of defire otherwife called Cupide which from his ex- 
cellencie and wit, I fet downe fome part of the verfes, 
for example. 

When wert thou borm defire ? 

Inpompe and pry me of May, 

By whom fweete boy wert thou begot i 

By good conceit men fay. 

Tell me who was thy nurfe ? 

Freflt youth in fugred ioy. 

What was thy meate and dayly foode 1 

Sadfighes with great annoy. 
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What hadjl thou then to drinke ? 
Vnfaymd loners teares. 
What cradle wert thou rocked in f 
In hope deuoyde offeares. 
Ye haue another figure which me thinkes may well 
Synechsis, ^^ callcd (not much fweruing from his 
or the' original 1 in fence) the Croffe-couple, becaufe 
Crosse copiing. -^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^,^ Contrary words, and tieth 

them as it were in a pairc of couples, and fo makes 
them agree like good fellowes, as I law once in 
Fraunce a wolfe coupled with a mafliffe, and a foxe 
with a hounde. Thus it is. 

The nii^i:^ards fault and the vnthrifts is all one, 

For neither of them both knoufeth how to vfe his owne. 

Or thus. 

Tlie couetous mifer, of all his goods ill got y 
Afivcll wants that he hath, as that he hath not. 
In this figure of the Croffe-couple we wrate for a for- 
lome louer complaining of his millrefle crueltie thefe 
verfes among other. 

Thus for your fake I dayly dye. 
And do but feeme to Hue in deede : 
Thus is my bliffe but miferie. 
My lucre loffe without your meede, 
Atanaciasu. ^e haue anothcF figure which by his 
or the nature we may call the Rebound, alludmg 

Rcbounde. ^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ y^^^ ^|^j^ y^^^^^ fmitten 

with the racket reboundes backe againe, and where 
the lafl figure before played with two wordes fomewhat 
like, this playeth with one word written all alike but 
carrying diuers fences as thus. 

The maide that foone quarried is, foone marred is. 
Or thus better becaufe married and marred he differ- 
ent in one letter. 

To pray for you euer I cannot refufe. 
To pray vpon you Ifhould you much abufe. 
Or as we once fported vpon a countrey fellow who 
came to runne for the bed game, and was by his 
occupation a dyer and had very bigge fwelling legges. 
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He is but courfe to runne a courfcy 
Whofe Jhankes are bigger then his thye: 
Yet is his lucke a little 7Vorfe, 
That often dyes before he dye. 
Where ye fee this word courfe and dye, vfed in diuers 
fences, one giuing the Rebounde vpon th'other. 

Ye haue a figure which as well by his Greeke and 
Latine originals, and alfo by allufion to the maner of 
a mans gate or going may be called the marching 
figure, for after the firfl fleppe all the refl proceede by 
double the fpace, and fo in our fpeach one word pro- 
ceedes double to the firfl that was fpoken, and goeth 
as it were by ftrides or paces ; it may afwell be called 
the clyming figure, for Clymax is as much ciymax. 
to fay as a ladder, as in one of our Epi- M^JiUng fi- 
taphes fhewing how a very meane man by gurc. 
his wifedome and good fortune came to great eftate 
and dignitie. 

His vertue made him wife, his wifedome brought him 

wealth. 
His wealth wan many friends, his friends made much 

fupply: 
Of aides in weale and woe infukneffe and in health. 
Thus came he from a low, to fit infeatefo hye. 
Or as Ihean de Mehune the French Poet. 

Pecu:e makes plentie, plentie makes pride. 
Pride breeds quarrell, and quarrel! brings warre: 
Warre brings fpoile, and fpoile pouertie, 
Pouertie pacience, and pacience peace : 
Sopecue brings warre, and warre brings peace. 
Ye haue a figure which takes a couple ^^n^gfaMoU 
of words to play with in a verfe, and by or th« 
making them to chaunge and ftiift one into Counterchange. 
others place they do very pretily exchange and (hift 
the fence, as thus. 

We dwell not here to build vs boures, 
And halles for pleafure and good cheare: 
But halles we build for vs and ours, 
To dwell in them whitest we are here. 
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Meaning that we dwell not here to build, but we 
build to dwel, as we Hue not to eate, but eate to Hue, 
or thus. 

JF<f wiJJi not peace to maintaine crudl warre^ 
But we make warre to maintaine vs in peace. 
Or thus, 

If Poefte be^ asfo?ne hauefaid, 
A fpeaking piHure to the eye : 
Then is a pifture not denaid, 
To be a mnct Foefie, 
Or as the Philofopher Mufonius wrote. 

With pleaf lire if we vz'orke vnhonestly andill^ 
The pleafure paffcth, the bad it bidethflill: 
Well if we in^orke with trauaile and iwith paines^ 
The paine paffeth and still the good remaines, 
A wittie fellow in Rome wrate under the Image of 
Ccefar the Didlator thefe two verfes in Latine, which 
becaufe they are fpoken by this figure of Counter- 
chaunge I haue turned into a couple of Englifli verfes 
very well keeping the f>race of the figure. 
Brutus for caflingout of kings y was firfl of Confuls past^ 
Ccefar for cafling Confids out, is of our kings the last. 

Cato of any Senatour not onely the grauefl but alfo 
the prompted and wittieft in any ciuill fcoffe, midiking 
greatly the engroffing of offices in Rome that one man 
(hould haue many at once, and a great number goe 
without that were as able men, laid thus by Counter- 
chaunge. 

It feemes your offices are very title worthy 
Or very few of you worthy of offices, 
Againe : 

In trifles earnest as any man can bee, 
In eartiest matters nofuch trifler as fue, 
, ,, ,. Yee haue another figure much like to 

I lis nit at to J 1 r> /• 1 • /■ 1 

or the the Sarcafmus, or bitter taunt wee fpake 
Disdainefuii. ^f before: and is when with proud and 
infolent words, we doo vpbraid a man, or ride him as 
we terme it : for which caufe the Latines alfo call it 
Infultatio, I choofe to name him the Reprochfull or 
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/earner, as when Queen e Dido faw, that for all her 
great loue and entertainements bellowed vpon yEneaSy 
he would needs depart, and follow the Oracle of his 
deflinies, fhe brake out in a great rage and faid very 
difdainefully. 

Hye thee, and by the wild wanes and the ivind^ 
Seeke Italie and Realmes for thee to raigne. 
If piteous Gods haue power amidst the may tie. 
On ragged rocks thy penaunce t/iou maiflfind. 
Or as the poet luuenall reproched the couetous 
Merchant, who for lucres fake paffed on no perill 
either by land or fea, thus : 

Goe now and giue thy life vnto the winde. 
Trusting vnto apiece of truckle wood, 
Foure inches from thy death or feauen good 
The thickefl planke for fhipboord that wefinde. 
Ye haue another figure very pleafant and fit for 
amplification, which to anfwer the Greeke ^„^,-^^^ 
terme, we may call the encounter, but fol- or the 
lowing the I^tine name by reafon of his The rcnconter. 
contentious nature, we may call him the Quarrel ler, 
for fo be al fuch perfons as delight in taking the con- 
trary part of whatfoeuer Ihalbe fpoken : when I was 
a fcholler at Oxford they called euery fuch one 
Johannes ad oppofttum. 

Good haue I doone you, much, harme did Ineuer none. 

Ready to ioy your gaines, your loffes to bemone, 

Why therefore fhould you grutch fo fore at my welfare: 

Who onely bred your bliffe, and neuer caufd your care. 

Or as it is in thefe two verfes where one fpeaking 

of Cupids bowe, deciphered thereby the nature of fen- 

fual loue, whofe beginning is more pleafant than the 

end, thus allegorically and by antitlieton. 

If is bent isfweete, his loofe is fomewhcU fowre, 
In ioy begunne, ends oft in ivofull howre, 
Maifter Diar in this quarrelling figure. 
Nor loue hath nota the force, on me which it ones had. 
Your froivnes can neither make me mourne^ nor fauors 
make me glad, % 
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Ifocrates the Greek Oratour was a litle too full of 
this figure, and fo was the Spaniard that wrote the life 
of Marcus Aurclius, and many of our modeme writers 
in vulgar, vfe it in excefle and incurre the vice of fond 
aflfedlation : othenvife the figure is very commendable. 

In this quarrelling figure we once plaid this merry 
Epigrame of an importune and Ihrewd wife, thus : 
My luighbour hath a wife^ not fit to ?nake him thriue^ 
But good to kill a quiche man, or make a dead reuiue. 
So Jfirewd JJie is for God,fi) cunning and fo wife, 
To counter m'ith her good man, and all by contraries. 
For iwhen he is merry, fJie lurchdh andflie loures^ 
When he is fad fhe fuiges, or laugJies it out by houres. 
Bid her beflill her tongue to talkefliall naier ceafe, [peace, 
When file fJiould fpeake atuiplcafe.forfpightflie holds her 
Bidfpare andfJie mnllfpend, bid fpend fJie fpares asfafi. 
What firfl ye would haue done, be fur e itflialbe lafl. 
Say go, file comes, fay come, flie goes, and leaues him all 

alone. 
Her husband (as I thinke) calles her otierthwari lone. 

There is a kinde of figuratiue fpeach when we aske 
Erotema ^i^iny quedions and looke for none 

or the " anfwere, fpeaking indeed by interrogation, 
Questioner. ^j^j^j^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^jj ^^y ^^ affirmation. 

This figure I call the Qiieflioner or inquifitiue, as 
whan Medea excufing her great cruel tie vfed in the 
murder of her owne children which (he had by lafon, 
faid: 

Was I able to make them I praie you tell, 
And am 1 not able to marre tliem all afwelll 
. Or as another wrote very commendably. 
Whyflriue I zrvith theflreame, or hoppe againfi the hill, 
Orfearch that ncuercan be found, andloofe my labour fiill? 
Cato vnderftanding that the Senate had appointed 
three citizens of Rome for embaffadours to the king of 
Bithinia, whereof one had the Gowte, another the 
Meigrim, the third very little courage or difcretion to 
be employd in any fuch bufineffe, faid by way of 
skoffe in this fij^ure. 
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Muji not (irowe ye) this meffage be iroellfped^ 
That hath neither hearty nor heeles, nor hedl 
And as a great Princeffe aunfwered her feruitour, 
who diftnifting in her fauours toward him, praifed his 
owne conftancie in thefe verfes. 

No fortune bafe or fray le can alter me: 
To whome (he in this figure repeting his words : 
No fortune bafe orfrayle can alter thee. 
And can fo blind a witch fo conquere meel 
The figure of exclamation, I call him \the outcrie\ 
becaufe it vtters our minde by all fuch EcpkonUis 
words as do (hew any extreme paflion, or the 
whether it be by way of exclamation or ^"'cfy- 
crying out, admiration or wondering, imprecation or 
curfing, obteftation or taking God and the world to 
witnes, or any fuch like as declare an impotent af- 
fe-flion, as Chaucer of the Lady Crefj'eida by exclama- 
tion. 

O foppe of forrow foonken into care, 
O caytife Creffeid, for no7v and euermare. 
Or as Gafcoigne wTote very palTionatly and well to 
purpofe. 

Ay me the dayes t/iat I in dole confume^ 
Alas the nights which vz'itneffe vvtli mine woe : 
O vvrongfuU world which tnakefl my fancie fume^ 
Fie fickle fortune, fie, fie thou art my foe: 
Out and alas fo from^ard is my chance, 
No nights nor dales, nor vvorldes can me auance, 
Petrarche in a fonet which Sir Thomas Wiat Eng- 
lilhed excellently well, faid in this figure by way of 
imprecation and obteflation : thus, 
Perdie I faid it not. 
Nor neuer thought to doo : 
Afwell as I ye wot, 
I haue no power thereto : 
'' And if I did the lot 
Thatfrfl did me enchaine, 
May neuer flake the hwt 
Butflraite it to my paine. 
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" And if I did each things 
That may do hartru or woe : 
Continually may wringy 
My harte where fo Igoe, 
" Report may alwaies ring : 
Ofjhame on me for aye^ 
If in my hart didfpringy 
The wordes that you doofay. 
" And if J did eachflarre^ 
That is in heauen aboue. 
And fo forth, &c. 

We vfe fometimes to proceede all by fingle words, 

BracUoh a ^'^^^^"^ ^^7 ^^^'^ ^^ coupling, lauing that 

'^^rth?*' a little paufe or comma is geuen to euery 

Gutted comma ^^^ 'pj^jg ^^^^ ^^^ pleafure may be 

called in our vulgar the cutted comma, for that there can- 
not be a ftiorter diuifion then at euery words end. The 
Greekes in their language call it (hort language, as thus, 
Enuy^ malice^ flattery^ difdaine, 
Auarice^ deceit^ faljhed^ filthy gaine. 
If this loofe language be vfed, not in fmgle words, 
but in long claufes, it is called Afindcton^ and in both 
cafes we vtter in that fafhion, when either we be ear- 
nefl, or would feeme to make hafl. 
Ye haue another figure which we may call the figure 
ParUoH ^^ euen, becaufe it goeth by claufes of egall 
or the ' quantitie, and not very long, but yet not 
Figure of cucn. f^ ^^^ ^3 ^^ cuttcd couima : and they 

geue good grace to a dittie, but fpecially to a profe. 

In this figure we once wrote in a melancholike humor 

thefe verfes. 

The good is geafon, andfliort is his abode^ 
The bad bides longy and eafie to be found : 
Our life is loathfome^ our finnes a heauy lode, 
Confcience a curst iudge, remorfe a priuie goade, 
Difeaje, age and death flill in our eare they round. 
That hence we mufl thefickly and the found : 
Treading tliefleps that our forefathers troad. 
Rich, poore, holy, wife^ allflejli it goes to ground. 
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In a profe there ftiould not be vfed at once of fuch 
euen claufes pail three or foure at the mod. 

When fo euer we multiply our fpeech by many 
words or claufes of one fence, the Greekes siHonimia 
call it Sinanimiay as who would fay, or the 
like or confenting names: the Latines **«»« of «<>»•«• 
hauing no fitte terme to giue him, called it by a name 
of euent, for (faid they) many words of one nature and 
fence, one of them doth expound another. And 
therefore they called this figure the {Interpreter] I for 
my part had rather call him the figure of {Ji(»'e\ be- 
caufe plenty of one manner of thing in our vulgar we 
call fo. jEneas asking whether his Captaine Orontes 
were dead or aliue, vfed this (lore of fpeeches all to 
one purpofe. 

Is he aliue^ 

Is he as I left him queauing and quick, 
And hath he not yet geuen vp the ghost, 
Among the rejl ofthofe that I haue lost 1 
Or if it be in fingle words, then thus. 

What is become of that beaut if ull face, 
Thofe lonely lookes, thatfauour amiable, 
Thofe fweete features, and vifagefull of grace, 
T/uit countenance which is cUonly able 
To kill and cure 1 
Ye fee that all thefe words, face, lookes, fauour, 
features, vilage, countenance, are in fence all but one. 
Which (lore, neuertheleffe, doeth much beautifie and 
inlarge the matter. So faid another. 
My faith, my hope, my trufl, my God and eke my guide, 
Stretch forth thy hand to faue the foule, what ere the 
body bide. 

Here faith, hope and tiufl be words of one effect, 
allowed to vs by this figure of (lore. 

Otherwhiles we fpeake and be forry for it, as if we 
had not wel fpoken, fo that we feeme to ;„ ^ 
call m our word agame, and to put m an- or the 
other fitter for the puipofe : for which re- p*"*^"*- 
fpe<5ls the Greekes called this manner of fpeech the 
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figure of repentance : then for that vpon repentaDce 
commonly follows amendment, the Latins called it the 
figure of correction, in that the fpeaker feemeth to re- 
forme that which was faid amifle. I following the 
Greeke originall, choofe to call him the penitent, or 
repentant : and finging in honor of the mayden Queene, 
meaning to praife her for her greatnefle of courage, 
ouerfhooting myfelfe, called it firfl by the name of 
pride: then fearing leafl fault might be found with 
that terme, by and by turned this word pride to praife : 
refembling her Maiefly to the Lion, being her owne 
noble armory, which by a flie conftrudlion purporteth 
magnanimitie. Thus in the latter end of a Parthemiade. 
O peerdes you^ or ds no one alitUy 
" Your pride femes you tofeazethem all alone: 
" Not pride madamey but praife of the lion. 
To conquer all and he conquerd by none. 
And in another Parthemiade thus infmuating her 
Maieflies great conftancy in refufall of all marriages 
offred her, thus : 

" Her heart is hid none may itfee^ 
" Marble or flinie folhe wcene it be. 
Which may imploy rigour and cruelty, than cor- 
re6leth it thus. 

Notflinte Itrowe I am a Her, 

But Siderite that feeles no fire. 

By which is intended, that it proceeded of a cold 

and chafl complexion not eafily allured to loue. 

Antena o ^^ ^^^^ another manner of fpeech much 

or the ' like to the repentant ^ but doth not as the 

Rccompcnccr. ^^^ rccant or vnfay a word that hath 

bene faid before, putting another fitter in his place, 

but hauing fpoken any thing to depraue the matter or 

partie, he denieth it not, but as it were helpeth it 

againe by another more fauourable fpeach : and fo 

feemeth to make amends, for which caufe it is called 

by the originall name in both languages, the Reconi- 

pencery as he that was merily asked the queftion, 

whether his wife were not a Ihrewe as well as others 
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of his neighbours wiues, anfwered in this figure as 
pleafantly, for he could not well denie it 

/ muji needs fay ^ that my wife is afhrewe^ 
But fuch a hufwife as I know but aftwe. 
Another in his firfi. prepofition giuing a very faint com- 
mendation to the Courtiers life, weaning to make him 
amends, made it worfer by a fecond propofition, thus: 
The Courtiers life full delicate it is, 
But where no iwife man will euerfet his blis. 
And an other fpeaking to the incoragement of 
youth in (ludie and to be come excellent in letters 
and armes, faid thus : 

Many are the paines and perils to be pafl^ 
But great is the gaine and glory at the loft. 
Our poet in his (hort ditties, but fpecially jf-^^a^^ 
playing the Epigrammatift will vfe to con- ' or tC*** 
elude and fhui vp his Epigram with a verfe Surciosc. 
or two, fpoken in fuch fort, as it may feeme a manner 
of allowance to all the premiffes, and that with a ioy- 
full approbation, which the Latines call Acclamatio, 
we therefore call this figure the furcloze or confeniing 
dofe^ as Virgill when he had largely fpoken of Prince 
Eneas his fucceffe and fortunes concluded with this 
clofe. 

TantcR molis erat Romanam amdere gentem. 
In £ngli(h thus : 

So huge apeece ofworke it was andfo hie. 
To reare the houfe of Romane progenie. 
Sir Philip Sidney very pretily clofed vp a dittie in 
this fort 

What medcifie then, can fuch difeafe renwue. 
Where loue breedes hate, and hate engenders loue. 
And we in Farthenicuie written of her Maieflie, de- 
claring to what perils vertue is generally fubiedl, and 
applying that fortune to her felfe, clofed it vp with 
this Epiphoneme, 

Titan if there bee. 
Any fo cancard hart to grutch. 
At your glories : my Queene: in vains^ 
p 
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Rep h ling at your fat all raigtie : 
It is for that they fede too muchy 
Of your bountee. 
As who would lay her owne ouennuch lenitie and 
goodneffe, made her ill willers the more bold and pre- 
fumptuous. 

Lucretius Carus the philofopher and poet inueighing 
fore againfl the abufes of the fuperflitious religion of 
the Gentils, and recompting the wicked fadl of king 
Agamemnon in facrificing his only daughter Jphigenia^ 
being a yoong damfell of excellent bew'tie, to th'intent 
to pleafe the wrathfull gods, hinderers of his nauiga- 
tion, after he had faid all, clofed it vp in this one 
verfe, fpoken in Epiphonema, 

Tantum relligio potuii fuadere malorum. 
In Englifh thus : 

Lo ivhat an outrage, could caufe to be done. 
The peeuifli fcruple of blinde religion. 
. It happens many times that to vrge and 

or the ' enforce the matter we fpeake of, we go 

Auancer. f^j|j mounting by degrees and encreafmg 

our fpeech with wordes or with fentences of more 
waight one then another, and is a figure of great both 
efficacie and ornament, as he that declaring the great 
calamitie of an infortunate prince, faid thu? : 
He lofl befides his children and his wife, 
His realme, ronomme, liege, liberiie and life. 
By which it appeareth that to any noble Prince the 
loffe of his eflate ought not to be fo greeuous, as of 
his honour, nor any of them both like to the lacke of 
his libertie, but that life is the deareft detriment of 
any other. We call this figure by the Greeke originall 
the Atiancer or figure of encreafe becaufe euery word 
that is fpoken is one of more weight then another. 
And as we lamented the crueltie of an inexorable and 
vnfaithfull miflrelfe. 

If by t/ie lam^es of loue it be a fait. 

The faithfull frietul, in abfence to forget : 

But if it be (once do thy heart but halt,) 
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A fecrdfinm : what forfet is fo great : 
As by defpite in view of euery eye, 
Thefolemne vowes oftfworne with tcares fo fait. 
And holy Leagues fq/l feald with hand and hart: 
For to repeale and breakefo wilfully 1 
But nmrv (alas) without all iufl defart. 
My lot is for my troth and much goodwill^ 
To reape difdaine, hatred and rude refufe^ 
Or if ye would worke me fome greater ill: 
Andofmyne earned ioyes tofeele no part , 
What els is this (6 cruel!) but to vfe. 
Thy murdring knife the guiltleffe bloud to f pill. 
Where ye fee how (he is charged firft with a fault, 
then with a fecret finne, afterward with a foule forfet, 
lafl of all with a mod cruell and bloudy deede. And 
thus againe in a certaine louers complaint made to the 
like effe6i 

They fay it is a ruth to fee thy louer neede. 
But you can fee me weepe, but you can fee me bleede: 
And neuer fhrinke norfliame, nefhed no teare at all, 
You make my wounds your felfe, and fill than vp ivithgcUl: 
Yea you can fee mefoutui, atid faint for want of breath, 
Andgafpe andgronefor life, andflruggle still with death. 
What can you now do more, fweare by your maydenhead. 
Then for to flea me quicke, orflrip me being dead. 

In thefe verfes you fee how one crueltie furmounts 
another by degrees till it come to the very flaughter 
and beyond, for it is thought a defpite done to a dead 
carkas to be an euidence of greater crueltie then to 
haue killed him. 

After the Auancer followeth the abbafer j^gi^gi, 
working by wordes and fentences of ex- or the* 
tenuation or diminution. Whereupon we i^^'^^**"- 
call him the Difabler or figure of Exteftuation : and 
this extenuation is vfed to diuers purpofes, fometimes 
for modeflies fake, and to auoide the opinion of arro- 
gancie, fpeaking of our felues or of ours, as he that 
diiabled himfelfe to his miftreffe, thus. 

Not all the skill I haue tofpeake or do. 
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Which litU is God wot (fd hue apart:) 
Liueioad nor lifiy and put them both thereto^ 
Can caunterpeife the due of your defart. 

It may be alfo done for defpite to bring our aduer- 
fanes in contempt, as he that layd by one (commended 
for a very braue fouldier) difabiing him fcomefully, 
thus. 

A ioilie man (forfooth) and fit for the warre^ 
Good at hand grippes, better to fight afarre: 
Whom bright weapon injhew as it is f aid. 
Yea /us ownefhcide, hath often made afraide. 

The fubtilitie of the fcoffe lieth in thefe I^tin wordes 
[eminus et cominus pugnare\. Alio we vfe this kind 
of Extenuation when we take in hand to comfort or 
cheare any perillous enterprife, making a great matter 
feeme fmall, and of litle difficultie, and is much vfed 
by captaines in the warre, when they (to giue courage 
to their fouldiers) will feeme to difable the perfons of 
their enemies, and abafe their forces, and make light 
of euery thing that might be a difcouragement to the 
attempt, as Hanniball did in his Oration to his foul- 
diers, when they ftiould come to pafle the Alpes to 
enter Italic, and for fharpnefle of the weather, and 
(leepneffe of the mountaines their hearts began to faile 
them. 

We vfe it againe to excufe a fault, and to make an 
offence feeme leffe then it is, by giuing a terroe mere 
fauorable and of leffe vehemencie then the troth re- 
quires, as to lay of a great robbery, that it was but a 
pilfiy matter : of an arrant ruffian that he is a tall 
fellow of his hands : of a prodigall foole, that he is a 
kind hearted man: of a notorious vnthrift, a luflie 
youth, and fuch like phrafes of extenuation, which fall 
more aptly to the office of the figure Curry fauell 
before remembred. 

And we vfe the like termes by way of pleaiant fami- 
liaritie, and as it were for a Courtly maner of fpeach 
with our egalls or inferiours, as to call a young Gentle- 
woman Mall for Mary, Nell for Elner : lack for lohn^ 
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Robin for Robert: or any other like affected termes 
fpoken of pleafure, as in our triumphals calling fami- 
liarly vpon our Mufe, I called her Moppe, 
But will you weet^ 
My title mufej my prettie moppe: 
If wefliall atgates change our stoppe, 
Chofe me afweet. 
Vnderftanding by this word \Moppe\ a litle prety 
Lady, or tender young thing, for fo we call litle 
fifhes, that be not come to their full growth \moppes^ 
as whiting moppes, gurnard moppes. 

Alfo fuch termes are vfed to be giuen in derifion 
and for a kind of contempt, as when we fay Lording 
for Lord, and as the Spaniard that calleth an Earle of 
fmall reuenue Contadilio : the Italian calleth the poore 
man, by contempt pouerachio^ or pouerino, the little 
bead animalculo or animaluchio, and fuch like dipiinu- 
tiues apperteining to this figure, the [Difabterl more 
ordinary in other languages than in our vulgar. 

This figure of retire holds part with the propounder 
of which we fpake before {pro/epjis) becaufe EpoModi*, 
of the refumption of a former propofition ^^^ ^ ^^ 
vttered in generalitie to explane the fame Retire, 
better by a particular diuifion. But their difference is, 
in that the propounder refumes but the matter only. 
This \retire\ refumts both the matter and the termes, 
and is therefore accompted one of the figures of repe- 
tition, and in that refpe6l may be called by his originall 
Greeke name the \Rcfoutide\ or the \retire\ for this word 
[63oc] femes both fences refound and retire. The vfe 
of this figure, is feen in this dittie following. 

Lone hope and deaths dojlirre in me much strife^ 

As neuer man but I lead fuch a life: 

For burning loue doth mound my heart to death : 

And when death comes at call of iniward grief ^ 

Cold lingring hope doth f cede my fainting breath : 

Againfl my will, and yeelds my wound relief 

So that I Hue, and yet my life is fuch : 

As neuer death could greeue me halfefo much. 
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Then haue ye a maner of fpeach, not fo figuratiue 
DiaiiMis, as fit for argumentation, and worketh not 

the frjfmcm vnlike the diUmma of the Logicians, be- 
bfcr. caufe he propones two or moe matters 

entierly, and doth as it were fet downe the whole tale 
or rekoning of an argument and then cleare euery 
part by it felfe, as thus. 

// can not be but nigardjhip or neede^ 
Made him attempt this fouJe and vincked deede: 
Nigardjhip not, for alwayes he ^rvasfree^ 
Nor neede, for who doth not his richejfefee ? 
Or as one that entreated for a faire young maide 
who was taken by the watch in London and carried 
to Bridewell to be punifhed. 

Noxfv gentili^Sirs Id this young maide aione^ 
For either Jhe hath grace or eisjhe hath none: 
Ifjhe haue grace, f^ie may in time repent, 
IfJJie haue fione viihat bootes her punijhment. 
Or as another pleaded his deferts with his midrefle. 
Were it for grace, or els in hope ofgaine. 
To fay of my deferts, it is but vaine: 
For well in minde, in cafe ye do them beare. 
To tell than oft, itjhould but irke your eare: 
Be they forgot : as likely fhould Ifaile, [uaile. 
To winne with wordes, I'vhere deedes can not pre- 
Then haue ye a figure very meete for Orators or 
Merismm eloqucnt perfwaders luch as our maker or 
or the * Poet mud in fome cafes (hew him felfe to 
Dismbuter. |^^ ^^^ jg ^j^^n we may conueniently vtter 
a matter in one entier fpeach or propofition and will 
rather do it peecemeale and by diftribution of euery 
part for amplification lake, as for example he that 
might lay, a houfe was outragioufly plucked downe : 
will not be fatisfied fo to fay, but rather will fpeake it 
in this fort : they firll vndermined the groundfills, they 
beate downe the walles, they vnfloored the loftes, they 
vntiled it and pulled downe the roofe. For fo in deede 
is a houfe pulled downe by circumdances, which this 
figure of diftribution doth fet forth euery one apart, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 231 

and therefore I name him the distributor according to 
his originall, as wrate the Tufcane Poet in a Sonet 
which Sir JTiomas Wyat tranflated with very good 
grace, thus. 

Set me whereas ihefunne doth parch the greenCy 
Or where his beames do not diffolue the yce: 
In temperate heate where he is felt andfeene, 
In prefence prejl of people mad or wife : 
Set me in hye or yet in low degree^ 
In longefl night or in thefJiortefl day : 
In clearefl skie^ or where clouds thickefl bee^ 
In lust ie youth or when my heares are gray : 
Set me in heauen^ in earth or els in hell^ 
In hill or dale or in the foming flood : 
Thrall or at large ^ aliue ivherefo I dwells 
Sicke or in healthy in mill fame or good : 
Hers will I be, and onely with this thought. 
Content my felfe, although my chaunce be naught. 
All which might haue bene faid in thefe two verfes. 
Set me wherefoeuer ye zwill, 
I am and mnlbe yours flilL 
The zealous Poet writing in prayfe of the maiden 
Queene would not feeme to wrap vp all her mod 
excellent parts in a few words them entierly compre- 
hending, but did it by a diflributor or merifmus in the 
negatiue for the better grace, thus. 

Not your beivtie, mofl gracious foueraine. 
Nor maidenly lookes, mainteind iwith maieflie: 
Your flately port, which doth not match butflaine, 
For your prefence, your pallace and your traine, 
All Princes Courts, mifie eye could euer fee : 
Not your quiche mnts, your fober gouernaunce : 
Your clear e forftght, your faithful memorie, 
So fweete features, infojlaid count enaunce : 
Nor languages, with plentuous vtterance. 
So able to difcourfe, and entertaine : 
Not noble race, farre beyond Ccefars raigne, 
Runne in right line, and bloud of nointed kings: 
Not large empire, armies, treafurs, domaine, 
Luflie liueries, of fortunes dearst darlings : 
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Not ail the skUles,fitfor a Princdy dame^ 
Your Uarned Mu/e, with vft andJludU brif^. 
Not true honour^ ne that immortaU fanu 
Of may dm raigtu^ your only owne renownt 
And no Quemes ds, yd fuch as yaldes your \ 
Greater ^ory than doeth your treble crawne. 
And then concludes thus. 

Not any one of all thefe honard parts 
Your Princdy happesy and habiies thai do moue, 
And as it were, enforcdl all the hearts 
Of Chriflen kings to quarrdl for your louty 
Bui to poffeffe, at once afid all the good 
Arte and enpne, and eueryftarre aboue 
Fortune or kinde, could farce inflefh and bloudy 
Was force inough to makefo manyflriue 
For your perfon, which in our world floode 
By all confmis the ntinionfl mayde to wiue. 
Where ye fee that all the parts of her commendation 

which were particularly remembred in twenty verfes 

before, are wrapt vp in the two verfes of this lafl part, 

videl. 

Not any one of all your honordparts^ 
Thofe Princdy haps and habitesy dfC. 
This figure femes for amplification, and alfo for 

ornament, and to enforce perfwafion mightely. Sir 

Geffrey Chaucer^ father of our Englifh Poe^ hath 

thefe verfes following the diftributor. 
When faith failes in Priefies fawes. 
And Lords hefles are holdenfor lawes^ 
And robberie is taru for ptirchafCy 
And lechery for folace 
Thenfhall the Realme of Albion 
Be brought to great confufion. 
^Vhere he might haue faid as much in thefe words : 

when vice abounds, and vertue decayeth in Albion, 

then &c. And as another said, 

When Prince for his people is wakefull and wife^ 
Peeres ay ding with armeSy Counfdlors with aduife^ 
Magiflrate fincerdy vfing his charge. 
People prefl to obeyy nor Id to runne at large ^ 
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Prelate of holy life^ and with deuotion 
Preferring pietie brfore promotion, 
Priest fitil preaching, and praying for our heale: 
Then hleffeid is thejUate of a common-weale. 
All which might haue bene faid in thefe few words, 
when euery man in charge and authoritie doeth his 
duety, and executeth his fundlion well, then is the 
common-wealth happy. 

The Greeke Poets who made muiicall ditties to be 
fong to the lute or harpe, did vfe to linke ^^,»r«»* 
their flaues together with one verfe running orSe'* 
throughout the whole fong by equall dif- Lo««buniea 
tance, and was, for the mod part, the firil verfe of the 
ilaffe, which kept fo good fence and conformitie with 
the whole, as his often repetition did geue it greater 
grace. They called fuch linking verfe Epimone, the 
Latines verfus intercalaris, and we may terme him the 
Loue-burden, following the originall, or if it pleafe you, 
the long repeate: in one refpedl becaufe that one 
verfe alone beareth the whole burden of the fong 
according to the originall : in another refpe(5l, for that 
it comes by large diflances to be often repeated, as in 
this ditty made by the noble knight Sir Philip Sidney, 
My true loue hath my heart and I haue his. 
By iufl exchange one for another geuen : 
I holde his deare, and mine he cannot miffe. 
There neuer was a better bafgaine driuen. 

My true loue hath my heart and I haue his. 
My heart in me keepes him and me in one. 
My lieart in him his thoughts and fences guides: 
He loues my heart, for once it was his owne, 
I cherijli his becaufe in me it bides. 

My true loue hath my heart, and I haue his. 
Many times our Poet is caried by fome occafion to 
report of a thing that is maruelous, and Paradoxtm 
then he will feeme not to fpeake it fimply or thT*^' 
but with fome figne of admiration, as in Wondrer. 
our enterlude called the Woer, 

I woonder much tofeefo many husbands thriue^ 
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That haue but little wit^ before they come to wiite: 
For one would eafdy weene who fa hath little wit, 
His wife to teach it hiniy twere a thing much vnfit. 
Or as CcUo the Romane Senatour Ikid one day 
merily to his companion that walked with him, point- 
ing his finger to a yong vnthrift in the (Ireete who 
lately before fold his patrimonie, of a goodly quantitie 
of fait marlhes, lying neere vnto Capua fhore. 
Now is it not, a wonder to behold, 
Yonder gallant skarce twenty winter old^ 
By might (marke ye) able to doo morel 
Than the maynefea that batters on hisjhoref 
For what the wanes could neuer wajli away. 
This proper youth hath wajkdin a day. 
Not much vnlike the wondrer haue ye another 
^A. • figure called the doubtfull, becaufe often- 

or the times we will feeme to call penis, and mak e 

Doubtfull. ^Quijt Qf thmg^ when by a plaine manner 
of fpeech wee might affirme or deny him, as thus of a 
rruell mother who murdred her owne child. 

Whether the cruell mother were more to blame. 
Or thejhrewd childe come offo mrjl a dame : 
Or whether fome fmatch of the fathers bloody 
Whofe kinne were neuer kinde, nor neuer good, 
Mooued lier thereto, &*c. 
This manner of fpeech is vfed when we will not 
Epitropu, feeme, either for manner fake or to auoid 
Figure 'of^Rc- tedioufneffe, to trouble the iudge or hearer 
ference. with all that wc could fay, but hauing faid 

inough already, we referre the refl to their confidera- 
tion, as he that faid thus : 

Me thinkes that I haue faid, twhat may wellfuffife^ 

Referring all the refl, to your better aduife. 

The fine and fubtill perfwader when his intent is to 

Paruia ^^^^ ^^^ aduerfaiy, or els to declare his mind 

o^TST' in broad and liberal fpeeches, which might 

Licentious. brcede offence or fcandall, he will feeme 

to befpeake pardon before hand, whereby his licen- 

tioufnes may be the better borne withall, as he that 

faid : 
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Ifniyfpeech hap f offend you any jrvay^ 
Thinke it their fault, that force tnefo to fay. 
Not much vnlike to the figure of reference^ is there 
another with (ome little diuerfitie which we . ... 

,, . , , ^ AnachtnostSt 

call tmparteneTy becaufe many times m or the 
pleading and perfwading, we thinke it a ^">p*"«"«'- 
very good pollicie to acquaint our iudge or hearer or 
very aduerfarie with fome part of our Counfell and ad- 
uice, and to aske their opinion, as who would fay they 
could not otherwife thinke of the matter then we do. 
As he that had tolde a long tale before certaine noble 
women, of a matter fomewhat in honour touching the 
Sex. 

Teil me f aire Ladies , if the cafe were your owne, 
Sofouie a fault would you haue it be knoivenf 
Maifler Gorge in this figure, faid very fweetly. 
All you who read thefe lines and skanne of my defart, 
Judge whether was more goody my hap or els my hart. 
The good Orator vfeth a manner of fpeach in his 
perfwafion and is when all that fliould feeme to make 
againfl him being fpoken by th'other fide, Paramohgia, 
he will firfl admit it, and in th'end auoid ^ »2« o?Ad- 
all for his better aduantage, and this figure mittance. 
is much vfed by our Englifh pleaders in the Star- 
chamber and Chancery, which they call to confeffe and 
auoid, if it be in cafe of crime or iniury, and is a very 
good way. For when the matter is fo plaine that it 
cannot be denied or trauerfed, it is good that it be 
iuflified by confeflall and auoidance. I call it the 
figure of admittance. As we once wrate to the reproofe 
of a Ladies faire but crueltie. 

/ kno^v your witte, I know your pleafant tongue. 
Your fome fweetef miles, your fome, but louely lowrs: 
A beautie to enamour olde andyong, 
Thofe chafl defires, that noble minde of yours, 
And that chief e part whence all your honor fprings, 
A grace to entertaine the greatest kings. 
All this I know : but finne it is tofeCy 
So faire partes fpilt by too much crueltie. 
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In many cafes we are driuen for better peri\vafion to 

EHoiona, tell the caufe that mooues vs to fay thus or 

orftjc' thus: or els when we would fortifie our 

Keason rend 11 . • 1 ^ • «• 

or the allegations by rendnng reafons to euery 
TeUcauie. ^^^^ ^j^jg aflignation of caufe the Greekes 
called Etiology whicli if we might without fcome of a 
new inuented terme call \TeUcaufe\ it were right accord- 
ing to theGreekeoriginall: and I pray you whyftiould 
we not? and with as good authoritie as the Greekes? 
Sir Thomas Smith, her Maieflies principall Secretary, 
and a man of great learning and grauitie, feeking to 
geue an Englifh word to this Greeke word ayafic^ 
called it Spitewed, or wedfpite. Mafler Secretaiy 
Wilfon geuing an Englifli name to his arte of Logicke, 
called it Witcraft, me thinke I may be bolde with like 
liberty to call the figure Eiiolo^a \Tdlcaufe^ And this 
manner of fpeech is alwayes contemned, with thefe 
words, for, becaufe, and fuch other confirmatiues. The 
Latines hauing no fitte name to geue it in one fingle 
word, gaue it no name at all, but by circumlocution. 
We alfo call him the reafon-rendrer, and leaue the right 
Englifli word \Td caufe] much better anfwering the 
Greeke originall. Anjlotle was mod excellent in vfe 
of this figure, for he neuer propones any allegation, or 
makes any fiu-mife, but he yeelds a reaibn or caufe to 
fortifie and proue it, which geues it great credit For 
example ye may take thefe verfes, firfl pointing, than 
confirming by fimilitudes. 

Wlun fortune Jhall haue spit out all her gall, 
I trufigood luckfhall be to me allowde. 
For 1 hauefeene afhippe in hauenfail, 
After theflorme had broke both mafle andfhrowdc. 
And this. 

Good is the thing that moues vs to defire^ 
That is to ioy the beauty we behold: 
Els were we louers as in an endleffefire^ 
Alwaies burning and euer chill a colde. 
And in thefe verfes. 
Acaifed though I be without defart. 
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Sith none canproue bdeeue it not for trite: 
For neueryetfincefirjlye had my harty 
En tended I tofalfe or be vntrue. 
And in this Diflicque. 
And for her beauties praife^ no wight that with her 
warres: \theflars. 

For where fhe comes Jhe fluwes her f elf e like fun among 
And in this other dittie of ours where the louer com- 
plaines of his Ladies crueltie, rendring for euery fur- 
mife a reafon, and by telling the caufe, feeketh (as it 
were) to get credit, thus. 

Cruel you be who can fay nay^ 
Since ye delight in others wo: 
Vnwife am /, ye may well fay ^ 
For that I haue^ honourd you fo. 
But blamdeffe /, 7vho could not chufe^ 
To be enchaunted by your eye: 
But ye to blame, thus to refufe 
My feruice, and to let me die. 
Sometimes our error is fo manifefl, or we Dichcicgia, 
be fo hardly prefl with our aduerfaries, as we Y'Jl^Si cx- 
cannot deny the fault layd vnto our charge : cusc. 
in which cafe it is good poUicie to excufe it by fome al- 
lowable pretext, as did one whom his miflreffe burdened 
with fomevnkinde fpeeches which he had pad of her, thus. 
If aid it: but by lapfe of lying tongue. 
When fur ie and iufl grief e my heart opprefl: 
I fay d it: cls yefee^ both fraile and young. 
When your rigor had ranckled in my brest, 
77u cruell wound that fmarted me fo fore, 
Pardon therefore (fweete forrow) or at leafl 
Beare with mine youth that neuer fell before, 
Leafl your offence encreafe my grief e the more. 
And againe in thefe, 

I fpake amyffe I cannot it deny 

But caufed by your great dif court efie : 

And if If aid that which I now repent, 

Andfaid it not, but by mifgouemment 

Of youthfull yeres, yourfelfe that af'efo young 



Digitized by 



Google 



238 OF ORNAMENT. LIB. 111. 

Pardon for once this error of my tongue^ 
And thinke amends can neutr come to late: 
Loue may be curfl^ but loue can neuer hate. 

Speaking before of the figure \Synecdoche\ wee called 
Noema, him \Quicke conceit] becaufe he inured in 

r?ii^*of a Angle word onely by way of intendment 
dose conceit qi large meaning, but fuch as was fpeedily 
difcouered by euery quicke wit, as by the halfe to 
vnderftand the whole, and many other waics appearing 
by the examples. But by this figure [Noema] the ob- 
fcurity of the fence lieth not in a fingle word, but in an 
entier fpeech, whereof we do not fo eafily conceiue the 
meaning, but as it were by coniecShire, becaufe it is 
wittie and fubtile or darke, which makes me therefore 
call him in our vulgar the [C/ofe conceit'^ as he that laid 
by himfelfe and his wife, I thanke God m fortie winters 
that we haue lined together, neuer any of our neigh- 
bours fet vs at one, meaning that they neuer fell out 
in all that fpace, which had bene the direcler fpeech 
and more apert, and yet by intendment amounts all to 
one, being neuertheleffe diffemblable and in effe6l 
contrary. Fawlet Lord Treaforer of England, and 
firfl Marques of Wincheller, with the like fubtill fpeech 
gaue a quippe to Sir William Gyjffbrd, who had married 
the Marques filler, and all her life time could neuer 
loue her nor like of her company, but when Ihe was 
dead made the greatell moane for her in the world, 
and with teares and much lamentation vttered his 
griefe to the L. Treaforer, 6 good brother quoth the 
Marques, I am right fory to fee you now loue my 
filler fo well, meaning that he (hewed his loue too late, 
and Ihould haue done it while (he was a Hue. 

A great counfellour fomewhat forgetting his modellie, 
vfed thefe words: Gods lady I reckon my felfe as 
good a man as he you talke of, and yet I am not able 
to do fo. Yea fir quoth the party, your L. is too good 
to be a man, I would ye were a Saint, meaning he 
would he were dead, for none are Ihrined for Saints 
before they be dead. 
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The Logician vfeth a definition to ex- Ortsnau, 
prefle the truth or nature of euery thing pcfiicrof 
by his true kinde and difference, as to fay difference, 
wifedome is a prudent and wittie forefight and con- 
fideration of humane or worldly adlions with their 
euentes. This definition is T^ogicall. The Oratour 
vfeth another maner of definition, thus : Is this wife- 
dome ? no it is a certaine fubtill knauifh craftie wit, 
it is no induflrie as ye call it, but a certaine bufie 
brainfickneffe, for induflrie is a liuely and vnweried 
fearch and occupation in honefl things, egemeffe is an 
appetite in bafe and fmall matters. 

It ferueth many times to great purpofe to preuent 
our aduerfaries arguments, and take vpon vs to know 
before what our iudge or aduerfary or hearer thinketh, 
and that we will feeme to vtter it before it be fpoken 
or alleaged by them, in refpe<5t of which boldneffe to 
enter fo deepely into another mans conceit orconfcience, 
and to be fo priuie of another mans mynde, gaue caufe 
thatthisfigurewascalled the [frefumptuous] />^^^y^^^,,> 
I will alfo call him the figure oi prefuppofall or 

or the preuenter, for by reafon we fuppofe SrsroX'JSS; 
before what may be faid, or perchaunce p*^*^'l°f, 
would be faid by our aduerfary, or any '«*"pp*>**^- 
other, we do preuent them of their aduantage, and do 
catch the ball (as they are wont to fay) before it come 
to the ground. 

It is alfo very many times vfed for a good poUicie 
in pleading or perfwafion to make wife as Paraupsh 
if we fet but light of the matter, and that or the 
therefore we do paffe it ouer flightly when Pa««K«'- 
in deede we do then intend mofl effedlually and de- 
fpightfully if it be inuedliue to remember it : it is alfo 
when we will not feeme to know a thing, and yet we 
know it well inough, and may be likened to the 
maner of women, who as the common faying is, will 
fay nay and take it. 

/ hold my peace and will not fay forjhame^ 
The much vniruih of that vnciuill dame: 
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For if I Jhauld her caullours kindly blaze ^ 
It would fo make the chaji earts amaze, &*c. 

It is laid by maner of a prouerbiall fpeach that he 
Cammcraiio ^^^ findcs himfclfe well fhould not wa^e, 

or the ' euen fo the perfwader finding a fubflantiall 
figure of abode, point in his matter to feme his purpofe, 
fhould dwell vpon that point longer then vpon any 
other lelfe alTured, and vfe all endeuour to maintaine 
that one, and as it were to make his chief aboad there- 
upon, for which caufe I name him the figure of aboad, 
according to the Latine name : Some take it not but 
for a courfe of argument and therefore hardly may one 
giue any examples thereof. 

Now as arte and good poUicy in perfwalion bids vs 
Metastaxit, ^o abide and not to (lirre from the point of 

or the ' our moft aduantage, but the lame to en- 
''"of th?*"' force and tarry vpon with all poflible ar- 
Remoue. gumcut, fo doth difcretiou will vs fome- 
times to flit from one matter to another, as a thing 
meete to be forlaken, and another entred vpon, I call 
him therefore theyf«///«^ figure, or figure of remoue^ like 
as the other before was called the figure oiaboade, 

Euen fo againe, as it is wifdome lor a perfwader to 
Pareauuu ^"le and make his aboad as long as he 
tTST^' may conueniently without tedioufnes to the 
Stragier. hearer, vpon his chiefe proofes or points of 

the caufe tending to his aduantage, and likewife to de- 
part againe when time femes, and goe to a new matter 
feniing the purpofe afwell. So is it requifite many 
times for him to talke farre from the principall matter, 
and as it were to range afide, to th'intent by fuch ex- 
traordinaiy-meane to induce or inferre other matter, 
afwell or better feming the principal purpole, and 
neuertheles in feafon to retume home where he firll 
llrayed out This maner of fpeech is termed the figure 
of digreflion by the Latines, following the Greeke ori- 
ginal!, we alfo call him the ftraggler by allufion to the 
fouldier that marches out of his array, or by thofe that 
keepe no order in their marche, as the battailes well 
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ranged do : of this figure there need be geuen no ex- 
ample. 

Occafion offers many times that our maker as an 
oratour, or perfwader, or pleader fhould go Expeduio, 
roundly to worke, and by a quick and fwift gpeedfe'dLpat' 
argument difpatch his perfwafion, and as chcr. 
they are woont to fay not to (land all day trifling to no 
purpofe, but to rid it out of the way quickly. This is 
done by a manner of fpeech, both figuratiue and argu- 
mentatiue, when we do briefly fet downe all our bed 
reafons feruing the purpofe, and reiedl all of them 
fauing one, which we accept to fatisfie the caufe : as 
he that in a litigious cafe for land would prooue it not 
the aduerfaries, but his clients. 

No man can fay its his by heritage^ 
Nor by Legacie^ or Tejlatours deuice: 
Nor that it came by pur chafe or engage^ 
Nor from his Prince for any goodferuice. 
Then needs mufl it be his by very wrong, 
Which he hath offred this fioore plaint ifefo long. 
Though we might call this figure very well and pro- 
perly the [Paragon'] yet dare I not fo to doe for feare 
of the Courtiers enuy, who will haue no man vfe that 
terme but after a courtly manner, that is, in prayfing 
of horfes, haukes, hounds, pearles, diamonds, rubies, 
emerodes, and other precious (lones : fpecially of faire 
women whofe excellencie is difcouered by paragonizing 
or fetting one to another, which moued the zealous 
Poet, fpeaking of the mayden Queene, to call her the 
paragon of Queenes. This confidered, I will let our 
figure enioy his befl beknowen name, and call him 
ftil in all ordinarie cafes the figure of comparifon : as 
when a man wil feerae to make things appeare good 
or bad, or better or worfe, or more or leffe excellent, 
either vpon fpite or for pleafure, or any other good 
affedlion, then he fets the lefle by the greater, or the 
greater to the lefle, the equall to his equall, and by 
fuch confronting of them together, driues out the true 
ods that is betwixt them, and makes it better appeare, 
Q 
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as when we fang of our Soueraigne Lady thus, in the 
twentieth Partheniade. 

As falcon fares to huff ards flight ^ 

As egles eyes to owlates flglU^ 

As fierce faker to coward kite, 

As brightefl noone to darkefl night: 

As fummer funne exceedeth farre, 

The moone and euery other flar re: 

Sofarre my Prifueffe praife doeth paffe, 

Tlufamoust Queene that euer was. 
And in the eighteene Partheniade thus. 

Set rich ruhie to red efmayle, 

7 he rauens plume to peacocks tayle. 

Lay me the larkes to lizards eyes. 

The duskie cloude to azure skie, 

Setfhallow brookes to f urging feas'^ 

An orient pcarle to a white peafe: 
&€• Concluding. 

There fhall no leffe an ods befeene 

In mi fie from euery other Queene. 
We are fometimes occafioned in our tale to report 
Diato^ismus, fome fpccch from another mans mouth, as 
the right rea- ^^^^* ^ \iSxig faid to his pHuy counfell or 
soncr. fubiedl, a captaine to his fouldier, a foul- 

diar to his captaine, a man to a woman, and contrari- 
wife : in which report we mud alwaies geue to euery 
perfon his fit and natural!, and that vhich bed becom- 
meth him. For that fpeech becommeth a king which 
doth not a carter, and a young man that doeth not an 
old : and fo in euery fort and degree. Virgil fpeaking 
in the perfon of Eneas ^ Turnus and many other great 
Princes, and fometimes of meaner men, ye (hall fee 
what decencie euery of their fpeeches holdeth with 
the qualitie, degree and yeares of the fpeaker. To 
which examples I will for this time referre you. 

So if by way of fi61ion we will feem to fpeake in another 
mans perfon, as if king Henry were aliue, and fhould 
fay of the towne of Bulleyn, what we by warre to the 
hazard of our perfon hardly obteined, our young fonne 
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without any peril at all, for litle mony deliuered vp 
againe. Or if we fhould faine king Edward th^ thirde, 
vnderflanding how his fucceffour Qaeene Marie had 
loft the towne of Calays by negligence, (hould fay : 
That which the fword wanne, the diftaffe hath loft. 
This manner of fpeech is by the figure Diaiogifmus^ or 
the right reafoner. 

In waightie caufes and for great purpofes, wife per- 
fwaders vfe graue and weighty fpeaches, cnome 
fpecially in matter of aduife or counfel, or the' 
for which purpofe there is a maner of ^'^^ctor. 
fpeach to alleage textes or authorities of wittie fen- 
tence, fuch as fmatch moral! do6lrine and teach wife- 
dome and good behauiour, by the Greeke originall 
we call him the direHour^ by the Latin he is called 
fententia: we may call him \he /age fayer^ thus. 
" Nature bids vs as a louing mother^ sententia 

" To hue our felues firji and next to loue or the 

anotJier, Sagesayer. 

" ThePrifice that couets all to know and fee, 
" Had needefull milde and patient to bee, 

" Nothing Jlickes fajler by vs as appear eSy 

** Then that which we learne in our tender yeares. 

And that which our foueraigne Lady wrate in defi- 
ance of fortune. 

Neuer thinke you fortune can beare thefvvay. 
Where vertues force, can caufe her to obay, 

Heede muft be taken that fuch rules or fentences 
be choifly made and not often vfed leaft exceffe breed 
lothfomneffe. 

Arte and good poUicie moues vs many svmthrism^is, 
times to be eameft in our fpeach, and then or the 
we lay on fuch load and fo go to it by ***^^p"'s^ *^'^""'- 
heapes as if we would winne the game by multitude of 
words and fpeaches, not all of one but of diuers matter 
and fence, for which caufe the Latines called it Con- 
geries and we the heaping figure, as he that faid 

To mufe in ntinde hotvfaire, how innfe, hovzf good. 
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How braue^ how free^ how curteous and how truey 
My Lady is doth but inflame my blood. 
Or thus. 

I deeme^ I dreame, I do, I tafl^ I touch. 
Nothing at all but fmells ofperfli blifle. 
And thus by maifler Edward Diar^ vehement 
fwift and paffionatly. 

But if my faith my hope, my loue my true intent. 
My libertie, my feruice vou^ed, my time and all befpent. 
In vaine, &»c. 

But if fuch earned and haflie heaping vp of fpeaches 
be made by way of recapitulation, which commonly is 
in the end of euery long tale and Oration, becaufe the 
fpeaker feemes to make a colledlion of all the former 
materiall points, to binde them as it were in a bundle 
and lay them forth to enforce the caufe and renew the 
hearers memory, then ye may geue him more properly 
the name of the [colle/lour] or recapitulatour, and fer- 
ueth to very great purpofe as in an hympne written by 
vs to the Queenes Maieflie entitled (Minerua) wherein 
fpeaking of the mutabilitie of fortune in the cafe of all 
Princes generally, wee feemed to exempt her Maieflie 
of all fuch cafualtie, by reafon fhe was by her deflinie 
and many diuine partes in her, ordained to a moil 
long and conflant profperitie in this world, concluding 
with this recapitulation. 

But thou art free, but were thou not in deede^ 
But were thou not, come of immortall feede : 
Neuer yborne, and thy minde made to bliffe^ 
Heauens mettall that euerlafling is : 
Were not thy wit, and that thy vertues fhall^ 
Be deemd diuine thy fauour fa^e and all: 
And that thy loze, ne name may neuer dye, 
Nor thyflate turne,flayd by deflinie: 
Drecul were least ofice thy noble hart may feek^ 
Some rufull turne, of her vnfleady wheele, 
AX J J.L Many times when we haue runne a long 
or race m our tale fpoken to the hearers, we 
the turne tale. ^^ fodainly flyc out and either fpeake or 
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exclaime at fome other perfon or thing, and therefore 
the Greekes call fuch figure (as we do) the turnway or 
tumetale, and breedeth by fuch exchaunge a certaine 
recreation to the hearers minds, as this vfed by a louer 
to his vnkind miflrefle. 

And as for you (faire one) fay now hyproofeyefinde^ 
That rigour and ingratitude foone kill a gentle minde. 

And as we in our triumphals, fpeaking long to the 
Queenes Maieflie, vpon the fodaine we burfl out in 
an exclamation to Fhebus, feeming to draw in a new 
matter, thus. 

But O Phehus, 

All gliflering in thy gorgious gowne^ 

Wouldfl thou witfafe toflide a downe : 

And dwell with vSy 

But for a day, 

I could tell tlue clofe in thine eare, 
A tale that thou hadfl leuer heare 
1 dare well fay : 

Tlien ere thou insert. 
To kif)e that vnkind runneam^ay^ 
Who iwas transformed to boughs of bay : 
For her curfl hert. &>€, 
And fo returned againe to the firfl matter. 
The matter and occafion leadeth vs Hypotiposu, 
many times to defcribe and fet foorth ^, ,-„,erf,j, 
many thmgs, m fuch fort as it ihould ap- representation, 
peare they were truly before our eyes though they 
were not prefent, which to do it requireth cunning : 
for nothing can be kindly counterfait or reprefented in 
his abfence, but by great difcretion in the doer. And 
if the things we couet to defcribe be not naturall or 
not veritable, than yet the fame axeth more cunning 
to do it, becaufe to faine a thing that neuer was nor is 
like to be, proceedeth oi a greater wit and (harper in- 
uention than to defcribe things that be true. 

And thefe be things that a poet or Proso^ 
maker is woont to defcribe fometimes as grapGa, 
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true or naturall, and fomeiimes to faine as artilici- 
all and not true, viz. The vifagc, fpeach and coun- 
tenance of any perfon abfent or dead : and this kinde 
of reprefentation is called the Counterfait countenance: 
as Homer doth in his I/i(i(fes, diuerfe perfonages: 
namely Achilles and T/ierfites, according to the truth 
and noi by fi<flion. And as our poet Chaucer doth in 
his Canterbury' tales fct foorth the Sumner, Pardoner, 
Mancii)le, and the reft of the pilgrims, mofl naturally 
and pleafantly. 

Prosof^ffia. But if ye wil faine any perfon with fuch 

(.r the features, qualities and conditions, or if ye 

Couniert.ilt in ., .! ^ ,. ' / 

pcrM)naiion. wil attnbutc any humane quality, as realon 
or fpeech to dombe creatures or other infenfible things, 
and do (ludy (as one may fay) to giue them a humane 
perfon, it is not Profopographia, but Frofopopeia, be- 
caufe it is by way of fiction, and no prettier examples 
can be giuen to you thereof, than in the Romant of 
the rofe tranflated out of French by Chaucer^ defcrib- 
ing the perfons of auarice, enuie, old age, and many 
others, whereby much moralitie is taught. 

So if we defcribe the time or feafon of the yeare, as 
Crono^aphia, wintcr, fummcr, haruefl, day, midnight, 
Coumirfait i^oorie, cucnlng, or fuch like : we call fuch 
time. defcription the counterfait time. Crono- 

graphia examples are euery where to be found. 
To^frrafihia, And if this defcription be of any true 
CountVrfait P^^ce, citie, caflcll, hill, valley or fea, and 
place. fuch like : we call it the counterfait place 

Topographia, or if ye fayne places vntrue, as heauen, 
hell, paradife, the houfe of fame, the pallace of the 
funne, the denne of flieep, and fuch like which ye (hall 
fee in Poetes : fo did Chaucer very well defcribe the 
country of Saluces in Itaiie^ which ye may fee, in his 
Pragmato^ fcport of the Lady GryfylL 
graphia^ But if fuch dcfcription be made to repre- 

Cou^nierfeit feut the handling of any bufmes mith the 
action. circumflanccs belonging therevnto as the 

manner of a battell, a feafl, a marriage, a buriall or 
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any other matter that lieth in feat and adliuitie : we call 
it then the counterfait adlion [Fragmatographia,'] 

In this figure the Lord Nicholas Vaux a noble gentle- 
man, and much delighted in vulgar making, and a man 
othenvife of no great learning but hauing herein a mar- 
uelous facillitie, made a dittie reprefenting the battayle 
and affault of Cupide^ fo excellently well, as for the gal- 
lant and propre application of his fidlion in euery part, 
I cannot choofe but fet downe the greateil part of his 
ditty, for in truth it can not be amended. 
When Cupid fcakdfirjl the fort, 

W/urdn my hart lay wounded fore 

The baiirie was of fuck a fort. 

That I mufi yeeld or die therefore. 

There f aw I loue vpon the wall, 

Ho7V he his banner did difplay, 

Alarme alarme he gan to call. 

And bad his fouldiers keepe aray. 

The armes the m^hich tliat Cupid bare^ 

Were pearced harts with teares befprent: 

Infiluer and fable to declare 

Thefledfast loue he alvvaies meant. 
There might you fee his band all drest 

In colours like to white and blacke, 

With pouder and with pellets prefi. 

To bring them forth tofpoile andfacke. 

Good will the maifler ofthefliot. 

Stood in the Rampire braue and proude^ 

For expence of pouder he f pared not, 

Affault affault to crie aloude. 

There might you heare the Canons rore^ 

Echepeece difcharging a louers looke, &*c. 
As well to a good maker and Poet as oj„i^^ 
to an excellent perfwader in profe, the or 

figure of Similitude is very neceffary, by R«»«°»»>»ancc. 
which we not onely bewtifie our tale, but alfo very 
much inforce and inlarge it. I fay inforce becaufe no 
one thing more preuaileth with all ordinary iudge- 
ments than perfwafion hy fimilitude. Now becaufe there 
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are fundry forts of them, which alfo do worke after 
diuerfe fafhions in the hearers conceits, I will fet them 
all foorth by a triple diuifion, exempting the generall 
Similitude as their common Aunceflour, and I will cal 
him by the name of Refeniblance without any addition, 
from which I deriue three other forts: and I giue euery 
one his particular name, as Refeniblance by Pourtrait or 
Imagery, which the Greeks call Icon^ Refemhlance mor- 
all or mifticall, which they call Parabola^ and Refemh- 
lance by example, which they call Paradigmay and firfl 
we will fpeake of the generall refemblance^ oxhsix^fimili- 
iudey which may be thus fpoken. 
But as the watriefhoivres delay tlie raging wind, [mind. 
So doeth good hope cleane put away difpaire out of my 
And in this other likening the forlome louer to a 
flriken deere. 

7 hen as the flriken deere, withdrawes himfelfe alone. 
So do Ifeekefomefecretplace, where I may make my mone. 
And in this of ours where we liken glory to a fhadow. 
As thejhadow (his nature beyngfuch,) 
Followeth the body, in'hether it will or no^ 
So doeth glory ^ refufe it nerefo much. 
Wait on vertue, be it in weak or wo. 
And euen as the fhadow in his kind. 
What time it beares the carkas company ^ 
Goth oft before, and often comes behifid : 
So doth renmvme, that raifeth vsfo hye, 
Come to vs quicke, fometime not till we dye. 
But the glory, that graivth not ouer fafl. 
Is euer great, and likeliefl long to lafi, 
Againe in a ditty to a miftreffe of ours, where we 
likened the cure of Loue to Achilles launce. 

The launce fo bright, that made Telephus wound ^ 
The fame rufly, falued the fore againe. 
So may my meede (Madame) of you redoivnd, 
Whofe rigour was first authour of my paine. 
The Tuskan poet vfeth this Refemblance, inuring as 
well by Diffimilitude as Similitude, likening himfelfe 
(by Implication) to the flie, and neither to the eagle nor 
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to the owle: very well Englifhed by Sir Thomas Wiat 

after his fafliion, and by my felfe thus: 

Tlure befomefowles of fight fo prowd and Jlarke^ 
As can behold thefunne, arid neuerjhrinke^ 
Some fo feeble, as they arefaine to winke^ 
Or neuer come abroad till it be darke: 
Others there befofimple^ as they thinke^ 
Becaufe itjltines^ to f port them in the fire, 
Andfeele vnware, the wrong of their defire, 
Fluttring amidft the flame that doth than burne, 
Of this last ranke (alas) am I aright. 
For in my ladies lookes toftand or turne 
I haue no power, ne find place to retire. 
Where any darke may fhade me from her fight 
But to her beamesfo bright whilst I afpire, 
Iperijh by the bane of my delight, 
Againe in thefe likening a wife man to the true louer. 
As true hue is content with his enioy, 
And asketh no witneffe nor no record. 
And CLs faint loue is euermore mofi coy. 
To boafi and brag his troth at euery word: 
Euenfo the irvife withouten other meede: 
Contents him with the guilt of his good deede. 
And in thi* Vefembling^ the learning of an euill man 

to the feedes fowen in barren ground. 

As the good feedes fowen in frutefull foyle. 
Bring foorth foyf on when barren doeth themfpoile: 
So doeth it fare when much good learning hits, 
Vponfhre^vde willes and ill dispofed wits. 
And in thefe likening the wife man to an idiot. 
A fage man f aid, many ofthofe thqt come 
To Athens fchoole for wifdome, ere they wefit 
They first feem^d wife, then louers of wifdome. 
Then Orators, then idiots, which is meant 
That in wifdome allfuch as profile mofi. 
Are least furlie, and little apt to boast. 
Againe, for a louer, whofe credit vpon fome report 

had bene (haken, he prayeth better opinion by fimilitude. 
After ill crop the foyle muft eft be fowetiy 
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And fro JJiipwracke wefayle to feas agairie, 
Then God forbid whofe fault hath once bene knowen^ 
Should for euer afpotted wight remaine. 
And in this working by refemblance in a kinde of 
diffimilitude betweene a father and a raafler. 

It fares not by fathers as by masters it daethfare^ 
For a fooUJJi father may get a wifefonne^ 
But of afoolijii mafler it haps very rare 
Is bread a wifeferuant where euer he wonnc. 
And in thefe, likening the wife man to the Giant, tlie 
foole to the Dwarfe. 

Set the Giant dcepe in a dale, thed^varfe zpon an hill. 
Yet will the one be but a dwarfe^ th' other a giant flilL 
So will the wife be great and high, euen in the loudest place: 
Thefojlc when he is mofl aloft, willfeeme but low and bafe. 
Icon, But when we Hken an humane perfon to 

Resemblance another in countenaunce, flature, fpeach 
by imagerie. qf Other qualitie, it is not called bare re- 
femblance, but refemblaunce by imagerie or pourtrait, 
alluding to the painters terme, who yeldeth to th'eye 
a vifible reprefentation of the thing he defcribes and 
painteth in his table. So we commending her Maieftie 
for wifedome bewtie and magnanimitie likened her to 
the Serpent, the Lion and the Angell, becaufe by 
common vfurpation, nothing is wifer then the Serpent, 
more couragious then the Lion, more bewtifull then the 
Angell. Thefe are our verfes in the end of the feuenth 
Fartheniade. 

Nature that feldome xrvorkes amifft^ 
In womans brefl by paffing art: 
Hath lodged fafe the Lyons hart, 
And feately fixt with all good grace, 
To Serpents head an Angels face. 
And this maner of refemblaunce is not onely per- 
formed by likening of liuely creatures one to another, 
but alfo of any other naturall thing, bearing a propor- 
tion of fimilitude, as to liken yealow to gold, white to 
filuer, red to the rofe, foft to filke, hard to the done 
and fuch like. Sir Fhilip Sidney in the defcription ol 
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his miilreffe excellently well handled this figure of re- 
femblaunce by iraagerie, as ye may fee in his booke of 
Archadia : and ye may fee the like, of our doings, in 
a Partheniade written of our foueraigne Lady, wherein 
we refemble euery part of her body to fome naturall 
thing of excellent perfedlion in his kind, as of her fore- 
head, browes and hair, thus. 

Offducr was her forehead hye^ 

Her brcTives two bowes of hebenie^ 

Her ireffes trust were to behold 

Frizlcd and fine as fringe of gold. 
And of her lips. 

Two lips wrought out of ruble rocke^ 

Like leaues tofliut and to imlock. 

As potiall dare in Princes chamber : 

A golden tongue in mouth of amber. 
And of her eyes. 

Her eyes God wot whatflufie they are^ 

I durfl befworne each is aflarre : 

As cleere and bright as woont to guide 

The Pylot in his winter tide. 
And of her breads. 

Her bofomefleake as Paris plaster^ 

Helde vp two balles of alabafler^ 

Eche by as ivas a little cherrie: 

Or els I thinke a strawberie. 
And all the reft that followeth, which may fuffice to 
exemplifie your figure of Icon, or refemblance by 
imagerie and portrait. 

But whenfoeuer by your fimilitude ye Parabola, 
will feeme to teach any moralitie or good Resemblance 
leflbn by fpeeches miflicall and darke, or misucaii 
farre fette, vnder a fence metaphoricall applying one 
naturall thing to another, or one cafe to another, in- 
ferring by them a like confequence in other cafes the 
Greekes call it Parabola, which terme is alfo by 
cuftome accepted of vs: neuertheleffe we may call 
him in Englifh the refemblance miflicall : as when we 
liken a young childe to a greene twigge which ye may 
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eafilie bende euery way ye lift : or an old man who 
laboureth with continuall infirmities, to a drie and 
drickfie oke. Such parables were all the preachings 
of Chrift in the Gofpell, as thofe of the wife and foolifli 
virgins, of the euil fteward, of the labourers in the vine- 
yard, and a number more. And they may be fayned 
afwell as true : as thofe fables of ^fopCy and other apo- 
logies inuented for do6lrine fake by wife and graue men. 
Finally, if in matter of counfell or perfwafion we 
Paradigma, will fecme to liken one cafe to another, 
a resemblance ^^^^ ^^ P^"^ Ordinarily in mans aflfaires, 
by example. and doe compare the paft with the pre- 
fent, gathering probabiHtie of like fucceffe to come in 
the things wee haue prefently in hand : or if ye will 
draw the iudgements precedent and authorized by 
antiquitie as veritable, and peraduenture fayned and 
imagined for fome purpofe, into fimilitude or diflimili- 
tude with our prefent adlions and affaires, it is called 
refemblance by example : as if one (hould fay thus, 
Alexander the great in his expedition to Afia did thus, 
fo did Haiiniball comming into Spaine, fo did Cafar 
in Egypt, therfore all great Captains and Generals 
ought to doe it. 

And confulting vpon the affaires of the low coun- 
treis at this day, peraduenture her Maieftie might be 
thus aduifed : The Flemings are a people very vn- 
thankfull and mutable, and rebellious againft their 
Princes, for they did rife againft Maximilian Archduke 
of Auftria, who had maried the daughter and heire of 
the houfe of Burgundie, and tooke him prifoner, till by 
the Emperour Frederike the third his father, he was 
fet at libertie. They rebelled againft Charles the fift 
Emperor, their naturall Prince. They haue falfed 
their faith to his fonne Philip king of Spaine theii 
foueraign Lord: and fince to Archduke Matthias^ 
whom they ele6led for their gouemor, after to their 
adopted Lord Monfieur of Fraunce, Duke of Aniou : 
I pray you what likelihood is there they fhould Ix 
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more affured to the Queene of England, than they 
haue bene to all thefe princes and gouemors, longer 
than their diftreffe continueth, and is to be relieued by 
her goodnes and puiflance. 

[Passage SUBSTITUTED for the above, in some copies. 

And thus againe, It hath bene alwayes vfuall among 
great and magnanimous princes in all ages, not only 
to repulfe any iniury and inuafion from their owne 
realmes and dominions, but alfo with a charitable and 
Princely compaflion to defend their good neighbors 
Princes and Potentats, from all oppreffion of tyrants 
and vfurpers. So did the Romaines by their armes 
reflore many Kings of Afia and Affricke expulfed out 
of their kingdoms. So did K. Edward i. reflablifh 
Baliol rightfull owner of the crowne of Scotland againft 
Robert le brus no lawfuU King. So did king Edward 
the third aide Dampeeter king of Spaine againft Henry 
baftard and vfurper. So haue many Englifh Princes 
holpen with their forces the'poore Dukes of Britaine 
their ancient friends and allies, againft the outrages of 
the French kings : and why may not the Queene our 
foueraine Lady with like honor and godly zele yeld 
protedlion to the people of the Low countries, her 
neereft neighbours to refcue them a free people from 
the Spanifli feruitude.] 

And as this refemblance is of one mans a6lion to 
another, fo may it be made by examples of bruite 
beaftes, aptly correfponding in qualitie or euent, as 
one that wrote certaine prety verfes of the Emperor 
Mc^minuSj to wame him that he fhould not glory 
too much in his owne ftrength, for fo he did in very 
deede, and would take any common fouldier to taske 
at wraftling, or weapon, or in any other adliuitie and 
feates of aimes, which was by the wifer fort mifliked, 
thefe were the verfes. 

The Elephant isjlrong^yei death doeth itfubdue, 
The bull isjirong, yet cannot death efchue. 
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The Idonjirongy andjlaine for all his Jlrength : 

The Tygarjirong, yet kilde is at the length. 

Dread thou many, that dreadtst not any one^ 

Many can killy that cannot kill alone. 
And fo it fell out, for Maximinus was flaine in a 
mutinie of his fouldiers, taking no warning by thefe 
examples written for his admonition. 

*CHAP, XX. 
The last and principall figure of our poeticcUl Ornament. 

H^H^^ajOr the glorious luftre it fetteth vp- 
Exargasia, H KS f| on our fpeech and language, the 
ThcGorgious. nOli Greeks call it (i5:^drr^tf» the 
I HJ^^l Latme(jS'^/(7//y/^)atermetrans 
^*^^^^ ferred from thefe polifhers of 
marble or porphirite, who after it is rough hewen and 
reduced to that fafhion they will, fet vpon it a goodly 
glaffe, fo fmoth and cleere, as ye may fee your face in 
it, or otherwife as it'fareth by the bare and naked 
body, which being attired in rich and gorgious apparell, 
feemeth to the common vfage of th*eye much more 
comely and bewtifull then the naturall. So doth this 
figure (which therefore I call the Gorgious) polifh our 
fpeech and as it were attire it with copious and plea- 
fant amplifications and much varietie of fentences, all 
running vpon one point and one intent : fo as I doubt 
whether I may terme it a figure, or rather a maflfe of 
many figuratiue fpeaches, applied to the bewtifying of 
our tale or argument In a worke of ours intituled 
Philocalia we haue flrained to fhew the vfe and applica- 
tion of this figure and al others mentioned in this booke, 
to whichwereferreyou. I finde none example [in Englifh 
meetre] that euer I could fee, fo well maintayning this 
figure in Englifh meetre as that ditty of her Maieflies 
owne making paffmg fweete and harmonicall, which figure 
beyng as his very originall name purporteth the mofl 
bewtifull [and gorgious] of all others, it asketh in reafon 

• There is a &U^ht variation, just here, in the text between copies: what is 
probably the later form — found in copies with the f//^f//V//////jr passage of the 
previous page— is inserted between [ J on this and the next pa«:es. 
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to be referued for a lail complement, and defciphred 
by the arte of a ladies penne, her felfe beyng the mofl 
gorgious and bewtifuU, or rather bewtie of Queenes: 
and this was th'a<Slion [the occafion], our foueraigne 
Lady perceiuing how by the Sc. Q. refidence within this 
Realme at fo great libertie and eafe, as were skarce 
worthy of [meete for] fo great and dangerous a pryfoner, 
bred fecret facflions among her people, and made many 
of her [the] nobilitie incline to fauour her partie: many 
[fome] of ihem defirous of innouation in the flate: fome 
of them [others] afpiring to greater fortunes by her liber- 
tie and life. The Queene our foueraigne Lady to de- 
clare that fhe was nothing ignorant in [of] thofe fecret 
fauours [pra6lizes], though (he had long \\ath great wif- 
dome and pacience diffembled it, writeth this ditty mod 
fweet and fententious, not hiding from all fuch afpir- 
ing minds the daunger of their ambition and difloyaltie, 
which afterward fell out mod truly by th'exemplary 
chaflifement of fundry perfons, who in fauour of the laid 
Sc. Q. . derogating [declining] from her Maieflie, fought 
to interrupt the quiet of the Realme by many euill and 
vndutifuU pradlizes. The ditty is as followeth. 
The doubt of future foes, exiles my prefent toy, 
And wit me warnes to Jliun fuch fnares as threaten mine 

annoy, 
ForfalfJiood now doth flow, and fubieH faith doth ebbe. 
Which would not be, if reafon ruPd or wifdome weiid 

the webbe. 
But clo7udes oftois vntried, do cloake afpiring mindes. 
Which turne to raigne of laterepeftt, by courfe of changed 

windes. 
Tlie toppe of hope fuppofed, the roote of ruth wil be, 
Andfruteleffe all their graffed guiles, asflwrtly yefliallfce. 
Then dazeldeyes in>ith pride, in'/iich great ambition blinds, 
Shalbe vnfeeld by worthy wights, vt^hose forefight falf 

hoodfnds. 
The daughter of debate, that eke difcord doth fain^e 
Slial reap no gaine w/iere formor rule hath taught flil 

peace to groive. 
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Noforreine bannijht znightjhall amre in this port^ 
Our realnu it brookts nojlrangersforcey let them elfwhtre 

re/art. 
Our rujly fworde with rest^jhallfirjl his edge employ^ 
Topolle tlieirtoppes thatfeeke^fuch charge and gape for ioy. 
In a worke of ours entituled [Fhilo Ca/ia] where we 
entreat of the loues betwene prince Phi/o and Lady 
Ca/iay in their mutual letters, meffages, and fpeeches : 
we haue drained our mufe to fliew the vfe and appli- 
cation of this figure, and of all others. 

ClfAF. XXL 

Of the vices or deformities in f peach and writing 

prituipally noted by auncient Poets. 

jjT hath bene faid before how by ignorance 
of the maker a good figure may become 
a vice, and by his good difcretion, a vici- 
ous fpeach go for a vertue in the Poeti- 
call fcience. This faying is to be ex- 
plained and qualified, for fome maner of fpeaches are 
alwayes intolerable and fuch as cannot be vfed with 
any decencie, but are euer vndecent namely barbar- 
oufnefTe, incongruitie, ill difpofition, fond affe6lation, 
ruflicitie, and all extreme darknefTe, fuch as it is not 
poflible for a man to vnderftand the matter without 
an interpretour, all which partes are generally to be 
banifhed out of euery language, vnlefTe it may appeare 
that the maker or Poet do it for the nonce, as it was 
reported by the Philofopher Heraclitus that he wrote 
in obfcure and darke termes of purpofe not to be vn- 
derflood, whence he merited the nickname Scotinus^ 
otherwife I fee not but the refl of the common faultes 
may be borne with fometimes, or pg-fTe without any 
great reproofe, not being vfed ouermuch or out of 
feafon as I faid before : fo as euery furplufage or pre- 
poflerous placing or vndue iteration or darke word, or 
doubtfuU fpeach are not fo narrowly to be looked vpon 
in a large poeme, nor fpecially in the pretie Poefies 
and deuifes of Ladies, and Gentlewomen makers. 
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whom we would not haue too precife Poets leail with 
their fhrewd wits, when they were maried they might 
become a little too phantaflicall wiues, neuerthelefle 
becaufe we feem to promife an arte, which doth not 
iuflly admit any wilful errour in the teacher, and to 
th'end we may not be carped at by thefe methodicall 
men, that we haue omitted any neceflary point in this 
bufmeffe to be regarded, I will fpeake fomewhat touch- 
ing thefe viciofities of language particularly and briefly, 
leaning no little to the Grammarians for maintenaunce 
of the fcholaflicall warre, and altercations : we for our 
part condefcending in this deuife of ours, to the appe- 
tite of Princely perfonages and other fo tender and 
quefie complexions in Court, as are annoyed with no- 
thing more then long leiTons and ouermuch good order. 

CHAP. XXIL 

Some vices in fpeaches and writing are ahvayes intoller- 
able,fome others now and then borne wit hall by li- 
cence ofapproued authors and custome. 

iHe fouled vice in language is to fpeake 
barbaroufly: this temie grew sarbarismm 
by the great pride of the or 
Greekes and Latines, when Forrem speech, 
they were dominatours of the world reck- 
oning no language fo fweete and ciuill as their owne, and 
that all nations befide them felues were rude and vnci- 
uill, which they called barbarous: So as when any (Iraunge 
word not of the naturall Greeke or Latin was fpoken, 
in the old time they called it barbarifme^ or when any 
of their owne naturall wordes were founded and pro- 
nounced with (Iraunge and ill fhapen accents, or writ- 
ten by wrong ortographie, as he that would fay with 
vs in England, «l douland for a thoufand, iflerday, for 
yellerday, as commonly the Dutch and French people 
do, they faid it was barbaroufly fpoken. The Italian 
at this day by like arrogance calleth the Frenchman, 
Spaniard, Dutch, Engliih, and all other breed behither 
their mountaines Appennines^ Tramontaniy as who would 
R 
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Oay Barbarous. This terme being then fo vfed by the 
auncient Greekes, there haue bene fmce, notwithfland- 
ing who haue digged for the Etimologie fomewhat 
deeper, and many of them haue laid that it was fpoken 
by the nide and barking language of the Affricans now 
called Barbarians, who had great trafficke with the 
Greekes and Romanes, but that can not be fo, for that 
part of Affricke hath but of late receiued the name of 
Barbarie, and fome others rather thinke that of this 
word Barbarous, that countrey came to be called Bar- 
baria and but few yeares in refpedt agone. Others 
among whom is Ihan Leon a Moore of Granada, will 
feeme to deriue Barharia, from this word Bar, twife 
iterated thus Barbar, as much to lay as flye, flye, which 
chaunced in a perfecution of the Arabians by fome 
feditious Mahometanes in the time of their Pontif. 
Habdul mumi, when they were had in the chafe, and 
driuen out of Arabia Wellward into the countreys of 
Mauritania, and during the purfuite cried one vpon 
another flye away, flye away, or pafle pafle, by which 
occafion they fay, when the Arabians which were had 
in chafe came to flay and fettle them felues in that 
part of Affrica, they called it Barbar, as much to fay, 
the region of their flight or purfuite. Thus much for 
the terme, though not greatly pertinent to the matter, 
yet not vnpleafant to knowe for them that delight in 
fuch niceties. 

Your next intollerable vice is folecifmus or incon- 
^ •j,^^ gruitie, as when we fpeake falfe Englifli, 
or ' that is by mifufmg the Grammaiicall rules 
incongruitie. ^^ ^^^ obferued in cafes, genders, tenfes 
and fuch like, euery poore fcholler knowes the fault, 
and cals it the breaking of Prifcians head, for he was 
among die Latines a principall Grammarian. 

Ye haue another intollerable ill maner of fpeacb, 

Cacozeiia. which by the Greekes originall we may 

Fonde affecta- c^ill /?////<? affcHation, and is when we aife<5l 

lion. new words and phrafes other then the 

good fpeakers and writers in any language, or then 
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cuftome hath allowed, and is the common fault of 
young fchoUers not halfe fo well iludied before they 
come from the Vniuerfitie or fchooles, and when they 
come to their friends, or happen to get fome benefice 
or other promotion in tiieir countreys, will feeme to 
coigne fine wordes out of the Latin, and to vfe new 
fangled fpeaches, thereby to (hew themfelues among 
the ignorant the better learned. 

Another of your intoUerable vices is that which the 
Greekes call Soraifmus^ and we may call soraumw. 
the [mingle mangle] as when we make our ^^^ ^^r 
fpeach or writinges of fundry languages mangle, 
vfing fome Italian word, or French, or Spanifh, or 
Dutch, or Scottifh, not for the nonce or for any pur- 
pofe (which were in part excufable) but ignorantly and 
affe6ledly as one that faid vfing this French word Roy^ 
to make ryme with another verfe, thus. 
O mightie Lord ofloiUy dame Venus onely ioy^ 

Whqfe Princely power exceedes ech other heauenly roy. 

The verfe is good but the terme peeuifhly affe<5led. 

Another of reafonable good facilitie in tranllation 
finding certaine of the hymnes of Pyndarus and of 
Anacreons odes^ and other Lirickes among the Greekes 
very well tranflated by Rounfard the French Poet, and 
applied to the honour of a great Prince in France, 
comes our minion and translates the fame out of 
French into Englifh, and applieth them to the honour 
of a great noble man in England (wherein I commend 
his reuerent minde and duetie) but doth fo impudently 
robbe the French Poet both of his prayfe and alfo of 
his French termes, that I cannot fo much pitie him 
as be angry with him for his iniurious dealing (our 
(ayd maker not being afhamed to vfe thefe French 
wordes freddon, egar, fuperbous, filanditig^ celeji, cala- 
brois, thebanois and a number of others, for Englifh 
wordes, which haue no maner of conformitie with our 
language either by cuilome or deriuation which may 
make them tollerable. And in the end (which is woril 
of all) makes his vaunt that neuer Englifli finger but 
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his hath toucht Pindars (Iring which was neuertheleffe 
word by word as Rounfard had faid before by like 
braggery. Thefe be his verfes. 

And of an ingenious inuention^ inf anted with pleafant 
irauaille. 

Whereas the French word is enfante as much to fay 
borne as a child, in another verfe he saith. 
/ vi'ili freddo?i in thine honour. 

For I will fhake or quiuer my fingers, for fo in 
French \%freddon^ and in another verfe. 
But if I will thus like pindar^ 
In many difcourfcs egar. 

This word egar is as much to fay as to v ander or 
flray out of the way, which in our Englifh is not re- 
ceiued, nor thefe wordes calabrois, thebanois, but rather 
calabrian, theban \filanding fiflers\ for the fpinning 
fiflers : this man deferues to be endited of pety larceny 
for pilfering other mens deuifes from them and con- 
uerting them to his owne vfe, for in deede as I would 
wilh euery inuentour which is the very Poet to receaue 
the prayfes of his inuention, fo would I not haue a tran- 
flatour to be afhamed to be acknowen of his tranflation. 

Another of your intollerable vices is ill difpofition 
Cacosintheton ^"^ pl^cing of your words in a claufe or 

or the fentence : as when you will place your 
Mispiaccr. adicdliue after your fubflantiue, thus: 
Mayde fa ire, widoiw riclie, priefl holy, and fuch like, 
which though the Latines did admit, yet our Englifh 
did not, as one that faid ridiculoufly. 

In viy yeares luflie, many a deed doughtie did /. 

All thefe remembred faults be intollerable and euer 
vndecent. 

Now haue ye other vicious manners of fpeech, but 
Cacemphnton. fomctimes and in fome cafes tollerable, 
figure of fouie ^^^ chiefly to die intent to mooue laughter, 
speech. and to make fport, or to giue it fome prety 

flrange grace, and is when we vfe fuch wordes as may 
be drawen to a foule and vnfliamefafl fence, as one that 
would fay to a young woman, I pray you let me tape with 
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you^ which in deed is no more but let me fport with 
you. Yea and though it were not altogether fo diredlly 
fpoken, the very founding of the word were not com- 
mendable, as he that in the prefence of Ladies would 
vfe this common Prouerbe, 

Tape with me but hurt me not, 

Bourde with me butJJiame me not. 
For it may be taken in another peruerfer fence by 
that forte of perfons that heare it, in whofe eares no 
fuch matter ought almoft to be called in memory, this 
vice is called by the Greek es Cacemphaton, we call it 
the vnfhamefafl or figure of foule fpeech, which our 
courtly maker fliall in any cafe fliunne, lead of a Poet 
he become a Buffon or rayling companion, the Latines 
called him Scurra. There is alfo another fort of il- 
fauoured fpeech fubiedl to this vice, but reding more 
in the manner of the ilfhapen found and accent, than 
for the matter it felfe, which may eafily be auoyded in 
choofing your wordes thofe that bee of the pleafanteft 
orthography, and not to rime too many like founding 
words together. 

Ye haue another manner of compofmg your metre 
nothing commendable, fpecially if it be too Tauuhgia, 
much vfed, and is when our maker takes g^^®^ o^fUife 
too much delight to fill his verfe with saying, 
wordes beginning all with a letter, as an Englifh rimer 
that laid : 

The deadly droppes of darke dijdaine, 

Do daily drefich my due defartes. 
And as the Monke we f{)ake of before, wrote a whole 
Poeme to the honor of Carolus CaluuSy euery word 
in his verfe beginning with C, thus ; 

Carmina darifonce Caluis cantate camence. 
Many of our Englifli makers vfe it too much, yet 
we confeffe it doth not ill but pretily becomes the 
meetre, if ye paiTe not two or three words in one verfe, 
and vfe it not very much, as he that faid by way of 
Epithde. 

The fmoakie fighes : the trickling tear is. 
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And fuch like, for fuch compofition makes the 
meetre runne away fmoother, and paffeth from the 
lippes with more facilitie by iteration of a letter then 
by alteration, which alteration of a letter requires an 
exchange of miniftery and office in the lippes, teeth or 
palate, and fo doth not the iteration. 
Histeron,pro- Your mifplacing and prepollerous plac- 
''^r the ^"8 is not all one in behauiour of language, 
Preposterous, for the mifplacing is alwaies intoUerable, 
but the prepoflerous is a pardonable fault, and many 
times giues a pretie grace vnto the fpeech. We call 
it by a common faying to fet the carte before the horfe^ 
and it may be done, eyther by a fmgle word or by a 
claufe of fpeech : by a fmgle word thus : 

And if I not performe^ God let me netier thriue. 

For performe not : and this vice is fometime toller- 
able inough, but if the word carry away notable fence, 
it is a vice not tollerable, as he that faid praifmg a 
woman for her red lippes, thus : 
A corral lippe of hew. 

Which is no good fpeech, becaufe either he (hould 
haue fayd no more but a corrall lip, which had bene 
inough to declare the redneffe, or els he fhould haue 
faid, a lip of corrall hew, and not a corrall lip of hew. 
Now if this diforder be in a whole claufe which carieth 
more fentence then a word, it is then word of all. 
Acyr<m ^^ ^^^^ another vicious fpeech which 

or the' the Greekes call Acyron^ we call it the 
Vncouthe. vncouthc, and is when we vfe an obfcure 
and darke word, and vtterly repugnant to that we 
would expreffe, if it be not by vertue of the figures 
metaphore^allegoriey abufion, or fuch other laudable figure 
before remembred, as he that faid by way of Epithete. 
A dongeon deepe^ a dampe as darke as hdl. 

Where it is euident that a dampe being but a breath 
or vapour, and not to be difcemed by the eye, ought 
not to haue this epithete (darke,) no more then another 
that prayfing his miilreffe for her bewtifiiU haire, faid 
veiy improperly and w^ith a vncouth terme. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF ORNAMENT. LIB. IJL 263 

Her haire furmounts Apollos pride^ 
In it fuch bcivty raignes. 

Whereas this word raigne is ill applied to the bewtie 
of a woman s haire, and might better haiie bene fpoken 
of her whole perfon, in which bewtie, fauour and good 
grace, may perhaps in fome fort be laid to raigne as 
our felues wrate, in a Partheniadc praifmg her Maiellies 
countenance, thus : 

A cheare where loue and Maiejlie do raigne^ 
Both milde andjlerne^ 6f^c, 

Becaufe this word Maieflie is a word exprefling a 
certaine Soueraigne dignitie, as well as a quallitie of 
countenance, and therefore may properly be faid to 
raigne, and requires no meaner a word to fet him 
foorth by. So it is not of the bewtie that remain es in 
a womans haire, or in her hand or in any other mem- 
ber : therfore when ye fee all thefe improper or harde 
Epithets vfed, ye may put them in the number of 
[ifneouths] as one that faid, the flouds of graces : I haue 
heard oithe floiids of ieares, and the flouds of eloquence, 
or of any thing that may refemble the nature of a 
water-courfe, and in that refpedt we fay alfo, the 
Jireames of tear es, and theflreames of vtterance, but not 
the flreames of graces, or of beatttie. Such manner of 
vncouth fpeech did the Tanner of Tamworth vfe to 
YmgEdward the fourth, which Tanner hauing a great 
while miflaken him, and vfed very broad talke with 
him, at length perceiuing by his traine that it was 
the king, was afraide he fhould be puniflied for it, faid 
thus with a certaine rude repentance. 

/ hope Ifhall be hanged to morrow. 

For \Ifeare me] I fliall be hanged, whereat the king 
laughed a good, not only to fee the Tanners vaine 
feare, but alfo to heare his ill fhapen terme, and gaue 
him for recompence of his good fport, the inheritance 
of Plumton parke, I am afraid the Poets of our time 
that fpeake more finely and correcfledly will come too 
(hort of fuch a reward. 

Alfo the Poet or makers fpeech becomes vicious 
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The vice of and vnpleafant by nothing more than by 
Surplusage. yfj^g ^qq much furplufagc : and this lieth 
not only in a word or two more than ordinary, but in 
whole claufes, and peraduenture large fentences im- 
pertinently fpoken, or with more labour and curiofitie 
than is requifite. The firfl furplufage the Greekes call 
Pleona/mtis, I call him [too fuilfpeech'] and is no great 
fault, as if one (hould fay, / heard it with mine eares^ 
and f aw it zmth mine eyes, as if a man could heare 
with his heeles, or fee with his nofe. We our felues 
vfed this fuperfluous fpeech in a verfe written of our 
miflrelTe, neuertheles, not much to be mifliked, for 
euen a vice fometirae being feafonably vfed, hath a 
pretie grace. 

For euer may my true ioue Hue and 
PUontumus, fi^^^r die 

Too fui speech And that mine eyes may fee her crownde 

a Queene, 
As, if (he liued euer. fhe could euer die, or that one 
might fee her cro^vned without his eyes. 

Another part of furphifage is called Macrologia, or 

Mnerohgia, lo^g language, when we vfe large claufes 

biti ^^ fentences more than is requifite to the 

^ng giwge jjjg^jjgj.. j^ jg g^if-Q named by the Greeks 

Periffologia, as he that faid, the AmbaiTadours after 
they had receiued this anfwere at the kings hands, 
they tooke their leaue and returned home into their 
countrey from whence they came. 

So faid another of our rimei-s, meaning to fhew the 
great annoy and difficultie of tliofe wanes of Troy, 
caufed for Helenas fake. 

Nor Menelaus was vnwife, 

Or troupe of Troians mady 

When he vznth tJum and they with him. 

For her fuch combat had. 
Thefe claufes (he iwith them and they with him) are^ 
furplufage, and one of them very impertinent, becaufe 
it could not otherwife be intended, but that Menelaus^ 
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fighting with the Troians, the Troians mufl of neceflitie 
fight with him. 

Another point of furplufage lieth not fo much in 
fuperfluitie of your words, as of your trauaile to defcribe 
the matter which yee take in hand, and that ye ouer- 
labour your felfe in your bufinelTe. And therefore the 
Greekes call it Perier^a^ we call it ouer- perUrgia, 
labor, iumpe with the originall : or rather or ' 

\the curious] for his ouerrauch curiofilie thcwitjoSiS 
and fludie to fhew himfelfe fine in a light *« curious, 
matter, as one of our late makers who in the mod of 
his things wrote very well, in this (to mine opinion) 
more curioufly than needed, the matter being ripely 
confidered : yet is his verfe very good, and his meetre 
cleanly. His intent was to declare how vpon the tenth 
day of March he crofled the riuer of Thames, to walke 
in Saint Georges field, the matter was not great as ye 
may fuppofe. 

T/ie tenth of March when Aries receiued 
Dan Phoebus raies into his fwrned head^ 
And I my felfe by learned lore perceiued 
That Ver approcht andfrofly winter fled 
I crofl the Thames to take the cheerefull aire^ 
In open fields^ the weat/ier was fof aire, 
Firfl, the whole matter is not worth all this folemne 
circumflance to defcribe the tenth day of March, but 
if he had left at the two firfl verfes, it had bene inough. 
But when he comes with two other verfes to enlarge 
his defcription, it is not only more than needes, but 
alfo very ridiculous, for he makes wife, as if he had 
not bene a man learned in fome of the mathematickes 
(by learned lore) that he could not haue told that the 
X. of March had fallen in the fpring of the yeare: 
which euery carter, and alfo euery child knoweth with- 
out any learning Then alfo, when he faith \Ver 
approcht^ and frqjfly winter fled\ though it were a fur- 
plufage (becaufe one feafon mufl. needes geue place to 
the other) yet doeth it well inough paffe without blame 
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in the maker. Thefe, and a hundred more of fuch 
faultie and impertinent fpeeches may yee finde a- 
mongd vs vulgaur Poets, when we be careleffe of our 
doings. 

It is no fmall fault in a maker to vfe fuch wordes 
TVfiiVwwM ^^^ termes as do diminish and abbafe the 

*or^he ' matter he would feeme to fet forth, by 
Abbaser. imparfng the dignitie, height vigour or 
maieflie of the caufe he takes in hand, as one that 
would lay king FAi/ip fhrewdly harmed the towne of 
S> Quiniaifus, when in deede he wanne it and put it to 
the facke, and that king Henry the eight made fpoiles 
in Ihrwin, when as in deede he did more then fpoile 
it, for he caufed it to be defaced and razed flat to the 
earth, and made it inhabitable. Therefore the hif- 
toriographer that (hould by fuch wordes report of thefe 
two kings gefles in that behalfe, Ihould greatly blemifli 
the honour of their doings and almofl fpeake vntruly 
and iniurioufly by way of abbafement, as another of 
our bad rymers that very indecently (aid. 

A mifers my tide thou hast^ thou haft a Princes pelfe. 
A lewd terme to be giuen to a Princes treafure {pelfe) 
and was a little more manerly fpoken by Seriant 
BendloweSy when in a progreffe time comming to (alute 
the Queene in Huntingtonfhire he laid to her Coch- 
man, llay thy cart good fellow. Hay thy cart, that I may 
fpeake to the Queene, whereat her Maiellie laughed 
as Ihe had bene tickled, and all the rell of the company 
although very gracioully (as her manner is) Ihe gaue 
him great thankes and her hand to kilTe. Thefe and 
fuch other bafe wordes do greatly difgrace the thing 
and the fpeaker or writer: the Greekes call it \Tapinofis[ 
we the \abbafer^ 
Bompkiciogia, Others there be that fall into the contrary 

PompU)iit vice by vfmg fuch bomballed wordes, as 

speech. feeme altogeSier farced full of winde, being 

a great deale to high and loftie for the matter, whereof 
ye may finde too many in all popular rymers. 

Then haue ye one other vicious fpeach with which 
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we will finifh this Chapter, and is when we Amfkibotogia 
fpeake or write doubtfully and that the or the 
fence may be taken two wayes, fuch *^**"** 
ambiguous termes they call Amphibolo^a^ we call it 
the atnbijs^aus^ or figure of fence incertaine, as if one 
Ihould fay Thomas Tayler faw William Tyler dronke, 
it is indifferent to thinke either th'one or th'oiher 
dronke. Thus faid a gentleman in our vulgar pretily 
notwithllanding becaufe he did it not ignorantly, but 
for the nonce. 

I fat by my Lady foundly fleeping^ 
My mijlreffe lay by me bitterly weefnng. 

No man can tell by this, whether the miflreffe or 
the man, flept or wept : thefe doubtfull fpeaches were 
vfed much in the old times by their falfe Prophets as 
appeareth by the Oracles of Delphos and of the 
Sybilles prophecies deuifed by the religious perfons of 
thofe dayes to abufe the fuperllitious people, and to 
encomber their bufie braynes with vaine hope or vaine 
feare. 

Ludanus the merry Greeke reciteth a great number 
of them, deuifed by a coofening companion one 
Alexander^ to get himfelfe the name and reputation of 
the God ^fculapiusy and in effe6l all our old Brittifh 
and Saxon prophefies be of the fame fort, that tume 
them on which fide ye will, the matter of them may be 
verified, neuertheleffe carryeth generally fuch force in 
the heades of fonde people, that by the comfort of thofe 
blind prophecies many infurre6lions and rebellions 
haue bene llirred vp in this Realme, as that of lacke 
Straw, and lacke Cade in Richard the feconds time, 
and in our time by a feditious fellow in Norffolke call- 
ing himfelfe Captaine Ket and others in other places 
of the Realme lead altogether by certaine propheticall 
rymes, which might be conllred two or three wayes as 
well as to that one whereunto the rebelles applied it, 
our maker fhall therefore auoyde all fuch ambiguous 
fpeaches vnl^fTe it be when he doth it for the nonce 
and for fome purpofe. 
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CHAP, XXIIL 

What it is that generally makes our f peach well pleafing 

and commendable^ and of that which the Latines 

call Decorum. 

all things to vfe decencie, is it onely that 
giueth euery thing his good grace and 
without which nothing in mans fpeach 
could feeme good or gracious, in fo 
much as many times it makes a bewtifull 
figure fall into a deform itie, and on th'other fide a 
vicious fpeach feeme plealaunt and bewtifull : this 
decencie is therfore the line and leueli for al good 
makers to do their bufmes by. But herein refleth the 
difficultie, to know what this good grace is, and wherein 
it confifteth, for peraduenture it be eafier to conceaue 
then to expreffe, we wil therfore examine it to the 
bottome and lay : that euery thing which pleafeth the 
mind or fences, and the mind by the fences as by 
means inflrumentall, doth it for fome amiable point or 
qualitie that is in it, which draweth them to a good 
liking and contentment with their proper obietfls. But 
that cannot be if they difcouer any ilifauoredneffe or 
difproportion to the partes apprehenfiue, as for example, 
when a found is either too loude or too low or other- 
wife confufe, the eare is ill affedled : fo is th'eye if the 
coulour be lad or not liminous and recreatiue, or the 
fhape of a membred body without his due meafures 
and fimmetry, and the like of euery other fence in his 
proper fundlion. Thefe exceffes or defedles or coa- 
fufions and diforders in the fenfible obiedles are defor- 
mities and vnfeemely to the fence. In like fort the 
mynde for the things that be his mentall obiedles hath 
his good graces and his bad, whereof th*one contents 
him wonderous well, th*other difpleafeth him continu- 
ally, no more nor no leffe then ye fee the difcordes of 
muficke do to a well tuned eare. The Greekes call 
this good grace of euery thing in his kinde, ro ff-^c^or, 
the Latines \decorum'\ we in our vulgar call it by a 
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fcholaflicall terme [dece/icie] our owne Saxon Englifh 
terme is \feemdyneff'e\ that is to fay, for his good fhape 
and vtter appearance well pleafing the eye, we call it 
alfo \comelynejfe\ for the delight it bringeth comming 
towardes vs, and to that purpofemaybe called \f leaf ant 
approche\ fo as euery way feeking to exprefle this <::ii*;:m 
of the Greekes and decorum of the Latines, we are faine 
in our vulgar toung to borrow the terme which our eye 
onely for his noble prerogatiue ouer all the red of the 
fences doth vfurpe, and to apply the fame to all good, 
comely, pleafant and honed things, euen to the fpiri- 
tuall obiedles of the mynde, which fland no leffe in the 
due proportion of reafon and difcourfe than any other 
materiall thing doth in his fenfible bewtie, proportion 
and comelynefle. 

Now becaufe his comelyneffe refleth in the good 
conformitie of many things and their fundry circum- 
(lances, with refpedl one to another, fo as there be 
found a iufl correfpondencie betweene them by this or 
that relation, the Greekes call it Analogie or a con- 
uenient proportion. This louely conformitie, or pro- 
portion, or conueniencie betweene the fence and the 
fenfible hath nature her felfe firll mod carefully ob- 
ferued in all her owne workes, then alfo by kinde graft 
it in the appetites of euery creature working by intelli- 
gence to couet and defire : and in their adlions to imi- 
tate and performe : and of man chiefly before any 
other creature afwell in his fpeaches as in euery other 
part of his behauiour. And this in generalitie and by 
an vfuall terme is that which the Latines call \decorum?^ 
So albeit we before alleaged that all our figures be but 
tranfgreflions of our dayly fpeech, yet if they fall out 
decently to the good liking of the mynde or eare and to 
the bewtifying of the matter or language, all is well, if 
indecently, and to the eares and myndes mifliking (be 
the figure of it felfe neuer fo commendable) all is 
amifle, the ele6lion is the writers, the iudgement is the 
worlds, as theirs to whom the reading apperteineth. 
But fince the adlions of man with their circumdances 
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be infinite, and the world likewife replenilhed with 
many iudgements, it may be a queflion who Ihal haue 
the determination of fuch controuerfie as may arife 
whether this or that adtion or fpeach be decent or in- 
decent : and verely it feemes to go all by difcretion, not 
perchaunce of eilery one, but by a learned and ex 
perienced difcretion, for otherwife feemes the decorum 
to a weake and ignorant iudgement, then it doth to 
one of better knowledge and experience : which fhew- 
eth that it redeth in the difceming part of the minde, 
fo as he who can make the bed and moil differences 
of things by reafonable and wittie diflindtion is to be 
the fittefl ludge or fentencer of ^ecencie^ Such gene- 
rally is the difcreetefl man, particularly m any art the 
mod skilfuU and difcreetefl, and in all other things for 
the more part thofe that be of much obferuation and 
greatefl experience. The cafe then flanding that dif- 
cretion mufl chiefly guide all thofe bufmeffe, fince there 
be fundry fortes of difcretion all vnlike, euen as there 
be men of a6lion or art, I fee no way fo fit to enable a 
man truly to eflimateof [//<aw^>] as example, by whofe 
veritie we may deeme the differences of things and 
their proportions, and by particular difcufTions come 
at length to fentence of it generally, and alfo in our 
behauiours the more eafily to put it in execution. But 
by reafon of the fundry circumflances, thait mans af- 
faires are as it were wrapt in, this \(Ucencie\ comes to be 
very much alterable and fubie<fl to varietie, in[fo]much 
as our fpeach asketh one maner of decetuie^ in refpedt 
of the perfon who fpeakes : another of his to whom it 
is fpoken : another of whom we fpeake : another of 
what we fpeake, and in what place and time and to 
what purpofe. And as it is of fpeach, fo of al other 
our behauiours. We wil therefore fet you down fome 
few examples of euery circumflance how it alters the 
decencie of fpeach or a6lion. And by thefe few fhal 
ye be able to gather a number more to confirme and 
eflablifh your iudgement by a perfit difcretion. 
This decencie, fo farfoorth as apperteineth to the 
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confideration of our art, refleth in writing, fpeech and 
behauiour. But becaufe writing is no more then the 
image or chara6ler of fpeech, they (hall goe together 
in thefe our obferuations. And firll wee wil fort you 
out diuers points, in which the wife and learned men 
of times pad haue noted much decency or vndecencie, 
euery man according to his difcretion, as it hath bene 
faid afore : but wherein for the mofl part all difcreete 
men doe generally agree, and varie not in opinion, 
whereof the examples I will geue you be worthie of 
remembrance : and though they brought with them no 
do<5lrine or inflitution at all, yet for the folace they 
may geue the readers, after fuch a rable of fcholaflical 
precepts which be tedious, thefe reports being of the 
nature hifloricall, they are to be embraced : but olde 
memories are very profitable to the mind, and feme 
as a glaffe to looke vpon and behold the euents of 
time, and more exa<flly to skan the trueth of euery 
cafe that (hall happen in the affaires of man, and many 
there be that haply doe not obferue euery particularitie 
in matters of decencie or vndecencie : and yet when 
the cafe is tolde them by another man, they commonly 
geue the lame fentence vpon it But yet whofoeuer 
obferueth much, Ihalbe counted the wifefl and dif- 
creeteil man, and whofoeuer fpends all his life in his 
owne vaine a6lions and conceits, and obferues no 
mans elfe, he (hal in the end prooue but a fimple man. 
In which refpe<Sl it is alwaies faid, one man of experi- 
ence is wifer than tenne learned men, becaufe of his 
long and fludious obferuation and often trial!. 

And your decencies are of fundrie forts, according 
to the many circumftances accompanying our writing, 
fpeech or behauiour, fo as in the very found or voice 
of him that fpeaketh, there is a decencie that becom- 
meth, and an vndecencie that misbecommeth vs, which 
th*Emperor Anthonine marked well in the Orator 
Philifeusy who fpake before him with fo fmall and 
(hrill a voice as the Emperor was greatly annoyed 
therevdth, and to make him (horten his tale, (aid, by 
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thy beard thou Ihouldfl be a man, but by thy voice 
a woman. 

Fhauorinus the Philofopher was counted very wife 
and well learned, but a little too talkatiue and full of 
words : for the which Timocrates reprooued him in the 
hearing of one Polemon, That is no wonder quoth 
Fo/emofiy for fo be all women. And befides, Fhauo- 
rinus being knowen for an Eunuke or gelded man, 
came by the fame nippe to be noted as an effeminate 
and degenerate perfon. 

And there is a meafure to be vfed in a mans fpeech 
or tale, fo as it be neither for (hortneffe too darke, nor 
for length too tedious. Which made Cieomenes king of 
the Lacedemonians geue this vnpleafant anfwere to thp 
Ambaffadors of the Samiens, who had tolde him a 
long meflage from their Citie, and defired to know his 
pleafurc in it. My maiflers (faith he) the firfl part of 
your tale was fo long, that I remember it not, which 
made that the fecond I vnderfloode not, and as for 
the third part I doe nothing well allow of. Great 
princes and graue counfellers who haue little fpare 
leifure to hearken, would haue fpeeches vfed to Aem 
fuch as be (bort and fweete. 

And if they be fpoken by a man of account, or one 
who for his yeares, profelTion or dignitie fhould be 
thought wife and reuerend, his fpeeches and words 
Ihould alfo be graue, pithie and fententious, which was 
well noted by king Antiochus^ who likened Hermogenes 
the famous Orator of Greece, vnto thefe fowles in their 
moulting time, when their feathers be fick, and be fo 
loafe in the flefli that at any little rowfe they can eafilie 
(hake them off: fo faith he, can Hermogenes of all the 
men that euer I knew, as eafilie deliuer from him his 
vaine and impertinent fpeeches and words. 

And there is a decencie, that euery fpeech fhould 
be to the appetite and delight, or dignitie of the hearer 
and not for any refpedl arrogant or vndutifull, as was 
that of Alexander fent Embaffadour from the Athenians 
to th*Emperour Marcus^ this man feing th'emperour 
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not fo attentiue to his tale, as he would hiue had him, 
faid by way of interruption, Ccefar I pray thee giue me 
better eare, it feemefl thou knowefl me not, nor from 
whom I came : the Emperour nothing well liking his 
bold malapert fpeech, faid : thou art deceyued, for I 
heare thee and know well inough, that thou art that 
fine, foolifli, curious, fawcie Alexander that tended to 
nothing but to combe and cury thy haire, to pare thy 
nailes, to pick thy teeth, *and to perfume thy felfe with 
fweet oyles, that no man may abide the fent of thee. 
Prowde fpeeches, and too much finefle and curiofitie 
is not commendable in an Embaffadour. And I haue 
knowen in my time fuch of them, as lludied more 
vpon what apparell they (hould weare, and what coun- 
tenaunces they (hould keepe at the times of their 
audience, then they did vpon th'effedl of their errant 
or commiflion. 

And there is decency in that euery man (hould talke 
of the things they haue bed skill of, and not in that, 
their knowledge and learning ferueth them not to do, 
as we are wont to fay, he fpeaketh of Robin hood that 
neuer (hot in his bow : there came a great Oratour 
before Cleomenes king of Lacedemonia, and vttered much 
matter to him touching fortitude and valiancie in the 
warres: the king laughed: why laughed thou quoth 
the learned man, fmce thou art a king thy felfe, and 
one whom fortitude bed becommeth ? why faid Cleo- 
menes would it not make any body laugh, to heare the 
fwallow who feeds onely vpon (lies, to boad of his 
great pray, and fee the eagle (land by and (ay nothing ? 
if thou wert a man of warre or euer hadd bene day 
of thy life, I would not laugh to here thee fpeake o( 
valiancie, but neuer being fo, and fpeaking before an 
old captaine I can not choofe but laugh. 

And fome things and fpeaches are decent or inde- 
cent in refpedl of the time they be fpoken or done in. 
As when a great clerk prefented king Aniiochns with a 
booke treating all of iudice, the king that time lying 
at the fiege of a towne, who lookt vpon the title of the 
s 
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booke, and cad it to him againe : faying, what a diuell 
telleft thou to me of iuftice, now thou feed me vfe 
force and do the bed I can to bereeue mine enimie 
of his towne? euery thing hath his feafon which is 
called Oportunitie, and the ynfitnefTe or vndecency of 
the time is called Importunitie. 

Sometime the vndecen[c]y arifeth by the indignitie of 
the word in refpedl of the fpeaker hirofelfe, as whan a 
daughter of Fraunce and next heyre generall to the 
crowne (if the law Salique had not barred her) being 
fet in a great chaufe by fome harde words giuen her 
by another prince of the bloud, faid in her anger, thou 
durft not haue faid thus much to me if God had giuen 
me a paire of, etc. and told all out, meaning if God 
had made her a man and not a woman (he had bene 
king of Fraunce. The word became not the greatneffe 
of her perfon, and much lefle her fex, whofe chiefe 
vertue is fliamefaftnefle, which the Latines call Vert- 
cuTuiia, that is a naturall feare to be noted with any 
irapudicitie : fo as when they heare or fee any thing 
tending that way they commonly blufli, and is a part ' 
greatly praifed in all women. 

Yet will ye fee in many cafes how pleaiant fpeeches 
and fauouring fome skurrillity and vnfliamefeflnes 
haue now and then a certaine decencie, and well be- 
come both the fpeaker to fay, and the hearer to abide, 
but that is by reafon of fome other circumflance, as 
when the fpeaker himfelfe is knowne to be a common 
iefler or buffon, fuch as take vpon them to make 
princes merry, or when fome occaiion is giuen by the 
hearer to induce fuch a pleafaunt fpeach, and in many 
other cafes whereof no generall rule can be giuen, but 
are bed knowen by example: as when Sir Andrew 
Fiamock king Henry the eights danderdbearer, a merry 
conceyted man and apt to skoffe, waiting one day at 
the kings heeles when he enterd the parke at Greene- 
wich, the king blew his home, Fiamock hauing his 
belly full, and his tayle at commaundement, gaue out 
a rapi)e nothing faintly, that the king turned him about 
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and laid how now firra ? Flamock not well knowing how 
to excufe his vnmanerly a6l, if it pleafe you Sir quoth 
he, your Maiedy blew one blafl for the keeper and I 
another for his man. The king laughed hartily and 
tooke it nothing offenfiuely : for indeed as the cafe fell 
out it was not vndecently fpoken by Sir Andrew 
Flamock^ for it was the cleanelieft excufe he could 
make, and a merry implicatiue in termes nothing 
odious, and therefore a fporting fatisfadlion to the 
kings mind, in a matter which without fome fuch merry 
anfwere could not haue bene well taken. So was 
Flamocks adling moll vncomely, but his fpeech excel- 
lently well becomming the occafion. 

But at another time and in another like cafe, the 
fame skurrillitie of Fiamockytzs more offenfiue, becaufe 
it was more indecent. As when the king hauing 
Flamock with him in his barge, pafling from Weil- 
minder to Greenewich to vifite a fayre Lady whom the 
Jcing loued and was lodged in the tower of the Parke : 
the king comming within fight of the tower, and being 
difpofed to be merry, laid, Flamock let vs rime : as 
well as I can faid Flamock if it pleafe your grace. 
The king began thus : 

Within this to^vrCy 
There lieth aflowre^ 
That hath my hart, 

Flamock for aunfwer : Within this hower^JJie ivill^ etc. 
with the reft in fo vncleanly termes, as might not now 
become me by the rule of Decorum to vtter writing to 
fo great a Maieftie, but the king tooke them in fo euill 
part, as he bid Flamock auant varlet, and that he (hould 
no more be fo neere vnto him. And wherein I would 
faine leame, lay this vndecencie ? in the skurrill and 
filthy termes not meete for a kings eare ? perchance fo. 
For the king was a wife and graue man, and though 
he hated not a faire woman, yet liked he nothing well 
to heare fpeeches of ribaudrie : as they report of th'em- 
perour Oilauian: Licet fuerit ipfe ificofitinentiffimus, fuit 
iamen incontifiente feueriffimus vltor. But the very 
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caufe in deed was for that Flamocks reply anfwered 
not the kings expe<5lation, for the kings rime com- 
mencing with a pleafant and amorous propofition : Sir 
Andrew Flamock to fmifh it not with loue but with 
lothfomnefle, by termes very rude and vnciuili, and 
feing the king greatly fauour that Ladie for her much 
beauty by like or fome other good partes, by his faflidi- 
ous aunfwer to make her feeme odious to him, it helde a 
great difproportion to the kings appetite, for nothing 
is fo vnpleafant to a man, as to be encountred in his 
chiefe affedlion, and fpecially in his loues, and whom 
we honour we (hould alfo reuerence their appetites, or 
at the lead beare with them (not being wicked and 
vtterly euill) and whatfoeuer they do affedl, we do not 
as becommeth vs if we make it feeme to them horrible. 
This in mine opinion was the chiefe caufe of the vn- 
decencie and alfo of the kings offence. AriftoiU the 
great philofopher knowing this very well, what time he 
put Calijlenes to king Alexander the greats feruice gaue 
him this leiTon. Sirra quoth he, ye go now from a 
fcholler to be a courtier, fee ye fpeake to the king 
your maifler, either nothing at all, or elfe that which 
pleafeth him, which rule if Calistenes had followed and 
forborne to crofle the kings appetite in diuerfe fpeeches, 
it had not coll him fo deepely as afterward it did. A 
like matter of offence fell out betweene th'Emperour 
Charles the fifth, and an EmbaiTadour of king Henry 
the eight, whom I could name but will not for the 
great opinion the world had of his wifdome and 
fufficiency in that behalfe, and all for mifufmg of a 
terme. The king in the matter of controuerfie betwixt 
him and Ladie Catherine of Cajlill the Emperours awnt, 
found himfelfe grieued that the Emperour fhould take 
her part and worke vnder hand with the Pope to 
hinder the diuorce : and gaue his Embafladour com- 
miflTion in good termes to open his griefes to the 
Emperour, and to expoflulat with his Maieflie, for that 
he feemed to forget the kings great kindnelTe and 
friendfliip before times vfed with th'Emperour, afwell 
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by difburfing for him fundry great fummes of monie 
which were not all yet repayd : as alfo by furnifhing 
him at his neede with flore of men and munition to 
his warres, and now to be thus vfed he thought it a 
very euill requitall. The Embafladour for too much 
animofitie and more then needed in the cafe, or per- 
chance by ignorance of the proprietie of the Spanifli 
tongue, told the Emperour among other words, that 
he was Hombre d mas ingrato en elmondo^ the ingratell 
perfon in the world to vfe his raaifler fo. The Emper- 
our tooke him fuddainly with the word, and faid : called 
thou me ingrato 1 I tell thee leame better termes, or 
elfe I will teach them thee. Th'Embaffadour excufed 
it by his commiflion, and faid : they were the king his 
maiflers words, and not his owne. Nay quoth th'Em- 
perour, thy mailler durll not haue fent me thefe words, 
were it not for that broad ditch betweene him and me, 
meaning the fea, which is hard to paffe with an army 
of reuenge. The Embafladour was commanded away 
and no more hard by the Emperor, til by fome other 
means afterward the grief was either pacified or for- 
gotten, and all this inconuenience grew by mifufe of 
one word, which being otherwife fpoken and in fome 
fort qualified, had eafily holpen all, and yet the*Em- 
bafladour might fufficiently haue fatisfied his commilTion 
and much better aduaunced his purpofe, as to haue 
faid for this word \ye are ingrate^ ye haue not vfed fuch 
gratitude towards him as he hath deferued : fo ye may 
fee how a word fpoken vndecently, not knowing the 
phrafe or proprietie of a language, maketh a whole 
matter many times mifcarrie. In which refpedl it is to 
be wifhed, that none Ambaffadour fpeake his principall 
commandements but in his own language or in another 
as naturall to him as his owne, and fo it is vfed in all 
places of the world fauing in England. The Princes 
and their commiflioners fearing leafl otherwife they 
might vtter any thing to their difaduantage, or els to 
their difgrace : and I my felfe hauing feene the Courts 
of Fraunce, Spaine, Italic, and that of the Empire, with 



Digitized by 



Google 



278 OF ORNAMENT. LIB. III. 

mary inferior Courts, could neuer perceiue that the 
mofl noble perfonages, though they knew very well 
how to fpeake many forraine languages, would at any 
times that they had bene fpoken vnto, anfwere but in 
their owne, the Frenchman in French, the Spaniard in 
Spanifh, the Italian in Italian, and the very Dutch 
Prince in the Dutch language : whether it were more 
for pride, or for feare of any lapfe, I cannot tell. And 
Hcnrie Earle of Arundel being an old Courtier and a 
very prince'y man in all his adlions, kept that rule 
alwaies. For on a time pafling from England towards 
Italic by her fhaiellies licence, he was very honorably 
enterteinedat the Court of BruiTelSjby the Lady Duches 
of Parma, Regent there : and fitting at a banquet with 
her, where alfo was the Prince of Orange, with all the 
greatefl Princes of the flate, the Earle, though he could 
reafonably well fpeake French, would not fpeake one 
French word, but all Englifh, whether he asked any 
queflion, cfr anfwered it, but all was done by Tmche- 
men. In fo much as the Prince of Orange maruelling 
at it, looked a fide on that part where I floode a be- 
holder of the feafl, and fayd, I maruell your Noblemen 
of England doe not" defire to be better languaged in 
forraine languages. This word was by and by reported 
to the Earle. Quoth the Earle againe, tell my Lord 
the Prince, that I lone to fpeake in that language, in 
which I can bed vtter my minde and not mi flake. 

Another Ambafladour vfed the like ouerfight by 
oueiweening himfelfe that he could naturally fpeake 
the French tongue, whereas in troth he was not skil- 
fuU in their termes. This Ambafladour being a Bo- 
hemian, fent from the Emperour to the French Court, 
where after his firft audience, he was highly feafted 
i\nd banqueted. On a time, among other, a great 
Princefle fitting at the table, by way of talke asked the 
Ambafladour whether the Emprefle his miflrefle when 
flie went a hunting, or othenvife trauailed abroad for 
her folace, did ride a horsback or goe in her coach. 
To which the Ambafl*adour anfwered vn wares and 
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not knowing the French terme, Par ma foy elle cheu- 
auc/ie fort bien^ ct si en prend grand plaifir. She rides 
(faith he) very well, and takes great pleafure in it. 
There was good fmiling one vpon another of the 
Ladies and Lords, the Ambaflador wifl not whereat, 
but laughed himfelfe for companie. This word Cheu- 
aucher in the French tongue hath a reprobate fence, 
fpecially being fpoken of a womans riding. 

And as rude and vnciuill fpeaches carry a marueilous 
great indecencie, fo doe fometimes thofe that be ouer- 
much affedled and nice : or that doe lauour of ignor- 
ance or adulation, and be in the eare of graue and wife 
perfons no leffe offenfiue than the other : as when a 
futor in Rome came to Tiberius the Emperor and faid, 
I would open my cafe to your Maieflie, if it were not 
to trouble your facred bufmeffe, facras veftras occupa- 
tiones as the Hifloriographer reporteth. What meanefl 
thou by that terme quoth the Emperor, lay labariofas 
I pray thee, and fo thou maift truely fay, and bid him 
leaue off fuch affeded flattering termes. 

The like vndecencie vfed a Herald at armes fent by 
C/iarles the fifth Emperor, to Fraunces the firft French 
king, bringing him a meffage of defiance, and thinking 
to qualifie the bittemeile of his meffage with words 
pompous and magnificent for the kings honor, vfed 
much this terme (facred Maieflie) which was not vfually 

f^euen to the French king, but to fay for the mofl part 
Sire\ The French king neither liking of his errant, 
nor yet of his pompous fpeech, faid fomewhat fharply, 
I pray thee good fellow clawe me not where I itch not 
with thy facred maieflie, but goe to thy bufmeffe, and 
tell thine errand in fuch termes as are decent betwixt 
enemies, for thy mafler is not my frend, and turned 
him to a Prince of the bloud who floode by, faying, 
me thinks this fellow fpeakes like Bifhop Nicholas, for 
on Saint Nicholas night commonly the Scholars of the 
Countrey make them a Bifhop, who like a foolifh boy, 
goeth about bleffing and preaching with fo childifh 
termes, as maketh the people laugh at his foolifh 
counterfaite foeeches. 
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And yet in fpeaking or writing of a Princes afifaires 
and fortunes there is a certaine Decorum^ that we may 
not vfe the fame termes in their bufmes, as we might 
very wel doe in a meaner perfons, the cafe being all 
one, fuch reiierence is due to their eflates. As for ex- 
ample, if an Hifloriographer (hal write of an Emperor 
or King, how fuch a day hee ioyned battel with his 
enemie, and being ouer-laide ranne out of the fielde, and 
tooke his heeles, or put fpurre to his horfe and fled as fad 
as hee could : the termes be not decent, but of a 
meane fouldier or captaine, it were not vndecently 
fpoken. And as one, who tranflating certaine bookes 
of Virgils ^neidos into Englilh meetre, faid that 
j^fieas was fayne to trudge out of Troy : which terme 
became better to be fpoken of a beggar, or of a rogue, 
or a lackey : for fo wee vfe to fay to fuch maner of 
people, be trudging hence. 

Another Englifliing this word of Virgiii \^fato profu- 
i^Ns\ called yEncas [by fate afugitiue] which was vnde- 
cently fpoken, and not to the Authours intent in the 
(lime word : for whom he (ludied by all means to 
auaunce aboue all other men of the world for vertue 
and magnanimitie, he meant not to make him a fugi- 
tiue. But by occafion of his great diilrefles, and of 
the hardnefle of his deflinies, he would haue it appeare 
that JB.ueas was enforced to flie out of Troy, and for 
many yeeres to be a romer and a wandrer about the 
world both by land and fea \fato pro/ugus] and neuer 
to find any reding place till he came into Itaiy^ fo as 
ye may euidently perceiue in this terme \^fugitiu^ 3. 
notable indignity oflfred to that princely perfon, and 
by th'other word (a wanderer) none indignitie at all, 
but rather a terme of much loue and commiferation. 
The fame tranflatour when he came to thefe wordes : 
Iiifigiiem pietate virum, tot voliiere caftts tot adire la- 
bores compuiit, Hee turned it thus, what moued lutw to 
tugge fo great a captaine as yEneas^ which word tugge 
f|)oken in this cafe is fo vndecent as none other coulde 
haue bene deuifed, and tooke his firft originall from 
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the cart, becaufe it fignifieth the pull or draught of the 
oxen or horfes, and therefore the leathers that beare 
the chiefe (Ireffe of the draught, the cartars call them 
tugges, and fo wee vfe to fay that (hrewd boyes tugge 
each other by the eares, for pull. 

Another of our vulgar makers, fpake as illfaringly in 
this verfe written to the difpraife of a rich man and 
couetous. Thou hafl a mifers minde (thou hafl a 
princes pelfe) a lewde terme to be fpoken of a princes 
treafure, which in no refpe6l nor for any caufe is to be 
called pelfe, though it were neuer fo meane, for pelfe 
is properly the fcrappes or flireds of taylors and skin- 
ners, which are accompted of fo vile price as they be 
commonly cafl out of dores, or otherwife bellowed 
vpon bafe purpofes : and carrieth not the like reafon 
or decencie, as when we fay in reproch of a niggard 
or vferer, or worldly couetous man, that he fetteth 
more by a little pelfe of the world, than by his credit 
or health, or confcience. For in comparifon of thefe 
treafours, all the gold or filuer in the world may by a 
skomefull terme be called pelfe, and fo ye fee that the 
reafon of the decencie holdeth not alike m both cafes. 
Now let vs pafle from thefe examples, to treate of 
thofe that conceme the comelineffe and decencie of 
mans behauiour. 

And fome fpeech may be whan it is fpoken very 
vndecent, and yet the fame hauing afterward fomewhat 
added to it may become prety and decent, as was the 
ilowte worde vfed by a captaine in Fraunce, who fitt- 
ing at the lower end of the Duke of Guyjes table among 
many, the day after there had bene a great battaile 
fbughten, the Duke finding that this captaine was not 
feene that day to do any thing in the field, taxed him 
priuily thus in al the hearings. Where were you Sir 
the day of the battaile, for I faw ye not ? the captaine 
anfwered promptly : where ye durfl not haue bene : 
and the Duke began to kindle with the worde, which 
the Gentleman perceiuing, faid fpedily : I was that day 
among the carriages, where your excellencie would not 
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for a thoufand crownes haue bene feene. Thus from 
vndecent it came by a wittie reformation to be made 
decent againe. 

The hke Iiapned on a time at the Duke of North- 
umberlandes bourd, where merry lohn Beyivood was al- 
lowed to fit at the tables end. The Duke had a very 
noble and honorable mynde alwayes to pay his debts 
well, and when he lacked money, would not flick to 
fell the greatefl part of his plate : fo had he done few 
dayes before. Heywood being loth to call for his 
drinke fo oft as he was dry, turned his eye toward the 
cupbord and fayd I finde great mifle of your graces 
(landing cups : the Duke thinking he had fpoken it of 
fome knowledge that his plate was lately fold, laid 
fomewhat fharpely, why Sir will not thofe cuppes feme 
as good a man as your felfe. Heywood readily replied. 
Yes if it pleafe your grace, but I would haue one of 
them (land ilill at myne elbow full of drinke that I 
might not be driuen to trouble your men fo often to 
call for it. This pleafant and fpeedy reuers of the 
former wordes holpe all the matter againe, whereupon 
the Duke became very pleafaunt and dranke a boUe 
of wine to Heywood^ and bid a cup fhould alwayes be 
flanding by him. 

It were to bufie a peece of worke for me to tell you 
of all the parts of decencie and indecency which haue 
bene obferued in the fpeaches of man and in his 
writings, and this that I tell you is rather to folace your 
eares with pretie conceits after a fort of long fcholafli- 
call preceptes which may happen haue doubled them, 
rather then for any other purpofe of inflitution or 
dodlrine, which to any Courtier of experience, is not 
neceffarie in this behalfe. And as they appeare by 
the former examples to refl in our fpeach and writing : 
fo do the fame by like proportion confifl in the whole 
behauiour of man, and that which he doth well and 
commcndably is euer decent, and the contrary vn- 
decent, not in euery mans iudgement alwayes one, but 
after their feuerall difcretion and by circumflance 
diuerfly, vs by the next Chapter fhalbe fhewed. 
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CHAP. XXIIII. 

Of decencie in behauiour which alfo belongs to the con- 

fideration of the Pod or maker, 

|Nd there is a decency to be obferued in 
euery mans acflion and behauiour afwell 
as in his fpeach and writing which fome 
peraduenture would thinke impertinent to 
be treated of in this booke, where we do 
but informe the commendable f:i(hions_of language and 
flile : but that is otherwife, for the good maker or poet 
who is in decent fpeach and good termes to defcribe 
all things and with prayfe or difpraife to report euery 
mans behauiour, ought to know the comelineffe of an 
a6lion afwell as of a word and thereby to diredl him- 
felfe both in praife and perfwafion or any other point 
that perteines to the Oratours arte. Wherefore fome 
examples we will fet doA\Tie of this maner of decency 
in behauiour leauing you for the reft to our booke 
which we haue written de Decoro, where ye fliall fee 
both partes handled more exadlly. And this decencie 
of mans behauiour afwell as of his fpeach muft alfo be 
deemed by difcretion, in which regard the thing that 
may well become one man to do may not become 
another, and that which is feemely to be done in this 
place is not fo feemely in that, and at fuch a time decent, 
but at another time vndecent, and in fuch a cafe and 
for fuch a purpofe, and to this and that end and by 
this and that euent, perufnig all the circumftances with 
like confideration. Therefore we fay that it- might 
become king Alexander to giue a hundreth talentes to 
Anaxagoras the Philofopher, but not for a beggerly 
Philofopher to accept fo great a gift, for fuch a 
Prince could not be impoueriflied by that expence, 
but the Philofopher was by it excefliuely to be en- 
riched, fo was the kings adlion proportionable to his 
eftate and therefore decent, the Philofophers, difpro- 
portionable both to his profelTion and calling and there- 
fore indecent. 
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And yet if we (hall examine the fame point with a 
clearer difcretion, it may be laid that whatfoeuer it 
might become king Alexander of his regal largefTe to 
beftow vpon a poore Philofophcr vnasked, that might 
afwell become the Philofopher to receiue at his hands 
without refufal, and had otherwife bene fom« em- 
peachement of the kings abilitie or wifedome, which 
had not bene decent in the Philofop[h]er, nor the im- 
moderatneffe of the kinges gift in refpecl of the Philo- 
fophers meane eftate made his acceptance the leffe 
decent, fmce Princes liberalities are not meafured by 
merite nor by other mens eftimations, but by their 
owne appetits and according to their greatneffe. So 
faid king Alexander very like himfelfe to one PeriUus 
to whom he had geuen a very great gift, which he made 
curtefy to accept, faying it was too much for fuch a 
mean perfon, what quoth the king if it be too much 
for thy felfe, haft thou neuer a friend or kinfman that 
may fare the better by it ? But peraduenture if any 
fuch immoderat gift had bene craued by the Philofo- 
pher and not voluntarily offred by the king it had bene 
vndecent to haue taken it. Euen fo if one that ftand- 
eth vpon his merite, and fpares to craue the Princes 
liberalitie in that which is moderate and fit for him, 
doth as vndecently. For men (hould not expe<fl till 
the Prince remembred it of himfelfe and began as it 
were the gratification, but ought to be put in remem- 
braunce by humble folicitations, and that is duetifiill 
and decent, which made king Henry th'eight her 
Maiefties moft noble father, and for liberality nothing 
inferiour to king Alexander the great, aunfwere one of 
his priuie chamber, who prayd him to be good and 
gracious to a certaine old Knight being his feruant, for 
that he was but an ill begger, if he be afhamed to begge 
we wil thinke fcome to giue. And yet peraduenture 
in both thefe cafes, the vndecencie for too much crauing 
or fparing to craue, might be eafily hoi pen by a decent 
magnificence in the Prince, as Amazis king of -^gypt 
very honorably confidered, who asking one day for one 
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Diopithus a noble man of his Court, what was become 
of him for that he had not fene him wait of long time, 
one about the king told him that he heard fay he was 
ficke and of fome conceit he had taken that his 
Maiellie had but flenderly looked to him, vfmg many 
others very bountifully. I beflirew his fooles head 
quoth the king, why had he not fued vnto vs and 
made vs priuie of his want, then added, but in truth 
we are mofl to blame our felues, who by a mindeful 
beneficence without fute fhould haue fupplied his 
balhfulneffe, and forthwith commaunded a great reward 
in money and penfion to be fent vnto him, but it 
hapned that when the kings meffengers entred the 
chamber of Diopithus^ he had newly giuen vp the 
ghofl : the meffengers forrowed the cafe, and Diopithus 
friends late by and wept, not fo much for Diopithus 
death, as for pitie that he ouerliued not the comming 
of the kings reward. Therupon it came euer after to 
be vfed for a prouerbe that when any good tume 
commeth too late to be vfed, to cal it Diopithus re- 
ward. 

In Italy and Fraunce I haue knowen it vfed for 
common pollicie, the Princes to differre the bellowing 
of their great liberalities as Cardinalfliips and other 
high dignities and offices of gayne, till the parties whom 
they fhould feeme to gratifie be fo old or fo ficke as it 
is not likely they fhould long enioy them. 

In the time of Charles the ninth French king, I being 
at the Spaw waters, there lay a Marfhall of Fraunce 
called Monfieur de Sipier^ to vfe thpfe waters for his 
health, but when the Phifitions had all giuen him vp, 
and that there was no hope of life in him, came from 
the king to him a letters patents of fix thoufand crownes 
yearely penfion during his life with many comfortable 
wordes : the man was not fo much pad remembraunce, 
but he could fay to the meffenger trop tard, trop tard, 
it fhould haue come before, for in deede it had bene 
promifed long and came not till now that he could not 
fare the better by it. 
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And it became king Aiitiochus^ better to beftow the 
faire Lady Stratonica his wife vpon his fonne Demetrius 
who lay ficke for her loue and would elfe haue periihed, 
as the Phyfitions cunningly difcouered by the beating of 
his pulfe, then it could become Demetrius to be inam- 
ored with his fathers wife, or to enioy her of his guift, 
becaufe the fathers a6l was led by difcretion and of a 
fatherly compaflion, not grutching to depart from his 
deerefl poffeffion to faue his childes life, where as the 
fonne in his appetite had no reafon to lead him to loue 
vnlawfuUy, for whom it had rather bene decent to die, 
then to haue violated his fathers bed with iafetie of his 
life. 

No more would it be feemely for an aged man to 
play the wanton like a child, for it (lands not with the 
conueniency of nature,, yet when YxngA^filaus hauing 
a great fort of little children, was one day difpofed to 
folace hirafelf among them in a gallery where they 
plaied, and tooke a little hobby horfe of wood and be- 
drid it to keepe them in play, one of his friends feemed 
to miflike his lightnes, 6 good friend quoth Agefiiatis, 
rebuke me not for this fault till thou haue children of 
thine owne, (hewing in deede that it came not of vani- 
tie but of a fatherly affedlion, ioying in the fport and 
company of his little children, in which refpedl and as 
that place and time ferued, it was difpenceable in him 
and not indecent. 

And in the choife of a mans delights and maner of 
his life, there is a decencie, and fo we fay th'old man 
generally is no fit companion for the young man, nor 
the rich for the poore, nor the wife for the foolifli. Yet 
in fome refpedls and by difcretion it may be otherwife, 
as when the old man hath the gouernment of the young, 
the wife teaches the foolifli, the rich is wayted on by the 
poore for their reliefe, in which regard the conuerfation 
is not indecent. 

And Proclus the Philofopher knowing how euery in- 
decencie is vnpleafant to nature, and namely, how vn- 
comely a thing it is for young men to doe as old men 
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doe (at leaflwife as young men for the moft part doe 
take it) applyed it very wittily to his purpofe: for hau- 
ing his fonne and heire a notable vnthrift, and delight- 
ing in nothing but in haukes and hounds, and gay ap- 
parrell, and fuch like vanities, which neither by gentle 
nor fharpe admonitions of his father, could make him 
leaue. Produs himfelfe not onely bare with his fonne, 
but alfo vfed it himfelfe for company, which fome of his 
frends greatly rebuked him for, faying, 6 Produs^ an 
olde man and a Philofopher to play the foole and laf- 
ciuious more than the fonne. Mary, quoth Produs, 
and therefore I do it, for it is the next way to make my 
fonne change his life, when he fhall fee how vndecent 
it is in me to leade fuch a life, and for him being a 
yong man, to keepe companie with me being an old 
man, and to doe that which I doe. 

So is it not vnfeemely for any ordinarie Captaine 
to winne the vidlory or any other auantage in warre 
by fraud and breach of faith : as Hantiiball with the 
Romans, but it could not well become the Romaines 
managing fo great an Empire, by examples of honour 
and iuflice to doe as Hanniball did. And when Par- 
menio in a like cafe perfwaded Vmg Alexander to breake 
the day of his appointment, and to fet vpon Darius at 
the fodaine, which Alexander refufed to doe, Par- 
menio laying, I would doe it if I were Alexander^ and 
I too quoth Alexander if I were Parmenio: but it 
behooueth me in honour lo fight liberally with mine 
enemies, and iuflly to ouercome. And thus ye fee 
that was decent in Parmenios a6tion, which was not in 
the king his maflers. 

A great nobleman and Counfeller in this Realme 
was fecretlie aduifed by his friend, not to vfe fo much 
writing his letters in fauour of euery man that asked 
them, fpecially to the Judges of the Realme in cafes 
of iuftice. To whom the noble man anfwered, it be- 
comes vs Councellors better to vfe inftance for our 
friend, then for the Judges to fentence at inflance : 
for whatfoeuer we doe require them, it is in their choife 



Digitized by 



Google 



288 O F O R N A M E N T. L I B. 1 1 1. 

to refufe to doe, but for all that the example was ill 
and dangerous. 

And there is a decencie in chufing the times of a 
mans bufmes, and as the Spaniard fayes, es tiempo de 
negotiar, there is a fitte time for euery man to perfonne 
his bufmeffe in, and to attend his affaires, which out 
of that time would be vndecent : as to fleepe al day 
and wake al night, and to goe a hunting by torch- 
light, as an old Earle of Arundel vfed to doe, or for 
any occafion of little importance, to wake a man out 
of his fleepe, or to make him rife from his dinner to talke 
with him, or fuch like importunities, for fo we call 
euery vnfeafonable adlion, and the vndecencie of the 
time. 

Callicratides being, fent Ambaffador by the Lacede- 
monians, to Cirus the young king of Perfia to contra6l 
with him for money and men toward their warres againfl 
the Athenians, came to the Court at fuch vnfeafonable 
time as the king was yet in the midft, of his dinner, 
and went away againe faying, it is now no time to in- 
terrupt the kings mirth. He came againe another day 
in the after noone, and finding the king at a rere-ban- 
quet, and to haue taken the wne fomewhat plentifully, 
turned back againe, faying, I thinke there is no houre 
fitte to deale with Cirus ^ for he is euer in his banquets : 
I will rather leaue all the bufmes vndone, then doe 
any thing that fhall not become the Lacedemonians : 
meaning to offer conference of fo great importaunce to 
his Countrey, with a man fo diflempered by furfet, as 
hee was not likely to geue him any reafonable refolu- 
tion in the caufe. 

One Eudamidas brother to king Agis of Lacedemonia^ 
comming by Zenocrates fchoole and looking in, faw him 
fit in his chaire, difputing with a long hoare beard, 
asked who it was, one anfwered, Sir it is a wife man 
and one of them that fearches after vertue, and if he 
haue not yet found it quoth Eudamidas when will he 
vfe it, that now at this yeares is feeking after it, as 
who would fay it is not time to talke of matters when 
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they fhould be put in execution, nor for an old man 
to be to feeke what vertue is, which all his youth he 
fliould haue had in exercife. 

Another time comming to heare a notable Philofo- 
pher difpute, it happened, that all was ended euen as 
he came, and one of his famiiiers would haue had him 
requefted the Philofopher to beginne againe, that were 
indecent and nothing ciuill quoth Eudamidas^ for if he 
fhould come to me fupperleffe when I had fupped be- 
fore, were it feemely for him to pray me to fuppe againe 
for his companie. 

And the place makes a thing decent or indecent, in 
which confideration one Euboidas being fent Embafla- 
dour into a forraine realme, fome of his familiars tooke 
occafion at the table to praife the wiues and women 
of that country in prefence of their owne husbands, 
which th'embafladour mifliked, and when fupper was 
ended and the guefles departed, tooke his familiars 
afide, and told them it was nothing decent in a (Irange 
country to praife the women, nor fpecially a wife before 
her husbands face, for inconu^niencie that might rife 
thereby, afwell to the prayfer as to the woman, and 
that the chiefe commendation of a chail matrone, was 
to be knowen onely to her husband, and not to be 
obferued by ftraungers and guelles. 

And in the vfe of apparell there is no litle decency 
and vndecencie to be perceiued, as well for the fafhion 
as the fluffe, for it is comely that euery eftate and vo- 
cation (hould be knowen by the differences of their 
habit: a clarke from a lay man: a gentleman from a 
yeoman : a fouldier from a citizen, and the chiefe of 
euery degree from their inferiours, becaufe in confufion 
and diforder there is no manner of decencie. 

The Romaines of any other people mofl feuere 
cenfurers of decencie, thought no vpper garment fo 
comely for a ciuill man as a long playted gowne, be- 
caufe it (heweth much grauitie and alfo pudicitie, hid- 
ing euery member of the body which had not bin 
pleafant to behold. In fomuch as a certain ProconfuU 
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or Legat of theirs dealing one day with Ptolonu king 
of Egipt, feeing him clad in a (Iraite narrow garment 
veiy lafciuioufly, difcouering euery part of his body, 
gaue him a great check e for it : and faid, that vnleffe 
he vfed more fad and comely garments, the Romaines 
would take no pleafure to hold amitie with him, for 
by the wantonnes of his garment they would iudge 
the vanitie of his mind, not to be worthy of their con- 
flant friendfliip. A pleafant old courtier wearing one 
day in the fight of a great councellour, after the new 
guife, a french cloake skarce reaching to the wast, a 
long beaked doublet hanging downe to his thies, and 
an high paire of filke netherilocks that couered all his 
buttockes and loignes, the Councellor maruelled to fee 
him in that fort difguifed, and otherwife than he had 
bin woont to be. Sir quoth the Gentleman to excufe 
it : if I (hould not be able whan I had need to pifTe 
out of my doublet, and to do the refl in my nether- 
flocks (vfmg the plaine terme) all men would fay I 
were but a lowte, the Councellor laughed hartily at 
the abfurditie of the fpeech, but what would thofe 
fower fellowes of Rome have faid trowe ye ? truely in 
mine opinion, that all fuch perfons as take pleafure to 
(hew their limbes, fpecially thofe that nature hath 
commanded out of fight, fliould be inioyned either to 
go flarke naked, or elfe to refort backe to the comely 
and modefl fafhion of their owne countrie apparell. 
vfed by their old honorable aunceftors. 

And there is a decency of apparel in refpedl of the 
place it is to be vfed : as, in the Court to be richely 
apparrelled : in the countrey to weare more plain and 
homely garments. For who who would not thinke it a 
ridiculous thing to fee a Lady in her milke-houfe with 
a veluet gowjie, and at a bridall in her calTock of 
mockado : a Gentleman of the Countrey among the 
bulhes and briers, goe in a pounced dublet and a paire 
of embrodered hofen, in the Citie to weare a frife lerkin. 
and a paire of leather breeches ? yet fome fuch phan- 
tafticals haue I knowen, and one a certaine knight, of all 
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Other the mod vaine, who commonly would come to 
the Seffions, and other ordinarie meetings and Com- 
miflions in the Countrey, fo bedell with buttons and 
aglets of gold and fuch coflly embroderies, as the 
poore plaine men of the Countrey called him (for his 
gayneffe) the golden knight. Another for the like 
caufe was called Saint Sunday : I thinke at this day 
they be fo farre fpent, as either of them would be con- 
tent with a good cloath cloake : and this came by 
want of difcretion, to difceme and deeme right of de- 
cencie, which many Gentlemen doe wholly limite by the 
perfon or degree, where reafon doeth it by the place 
and prefence : which may be fuch as it might verj' well 
become a great Prince to weare courier apparrell than 
in another place or prefence a meaner perfon. 

Neuertheleffe in the vfe of a garment many occa- 
fions alter the decencie, fometimes the qualitie of the 
perfon, fometimes of the cafe, otherwhiles the coun- 
trie cuflome, and often the conftitution of lawes, and 
the very nature of vfe it felfe. As for example a 
king and prince may vfe rich and gorgious apparell 
decently, fo cannot a meane perfon doo, yet if an 
herald of armts to whom a king giueth his gowne 
of cloth of gold, or to whom it was incident as a fee 
of his office, do were the fame, he doth it decently, 
becaufe fuch hath alwaies bene th'allowances of her- 
aldes : but if fuch herald haue wome out, or fold, or 
loft that gowne, to buy him a new of the like lluffe 
with his owne mony and to weare it, is not decent in 
the eye and iudgement of them that know it 

And the country cuftome maketh things decent in 
vfe, as in Afia for all men to weare long gownes both 
a foot and horfebacke : in Europa fhort gaberdins, or 
clokes, or iackets, euen for their vpper garments. 
The Turke and Perfian to weare great tolibants of 
ten, fifteene, and twentie elles of linnen a peece vpon 
their heads, which can not be remooued : in Europe 
to were caps or hats, which vpon euery occafion of 
falutation we vfe to put of, as a figne of reuerence. 
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In th'Eafl partes the men to make water couring like 
women, with vs (landing at a wall. With them to 
congratulat and falute by giuing a becke with the 
head, or a bende of the bodie, with vs here in Eng- 
land, and in Germany, and all other Northeme parts 
of the world to fliake handes. In France, Italie, and 
Spain e to embrace ouer the (houlder, vnder the arraes, 
at the very knees, according to the fuperiors degree. 
With vs the wemen giue their mouth to be kiffed, in 
other places their cheek, in many places their hand, 
or in (leed of an offer to the hand, to fay thefe words 
Bezo los manos. And yet fome others furraounting 
in all courtly ciuiUtie will lay, Los manos e los 
picdes. And aboue that reach too, there be that will 
fay to the Ladies, Lombra de fus pifadas^ the fhadow 
of your fleps. Which I recite vnto you to (hew the 
phrafe of thofe courtly feiuitours in yeelding the mif- 
treffes honour and reuerence. 

And it is feen that very particular vfe of it felfe 
makes a matter of much decencie and vndecencie, 
without any countrey cuflome or allowance, as if one 
that hath many yeares wome a gowne (hall come to 
be feen weare a iakquet or ierkin, or he that hath 
many yeares wome a beard or long haire among thofe 
that had done the contrary, and come fodainly to be 
pold or fhauen, it will feeme onely to himfelfe, a de- 
shight and very vndecent, but alfo to all others that 
neuer vfed to go fo, vntill the time and cuflome haue 
abrogated that miflike. 

So was it here in England till her Maieflies moil 
noble father for diuers good refpe<5ls, caufed his owne 
head and all his Courtiers to be polled and his beard 
to be cut fhort. Before that time it was thought more 
decent both for old men and young to be all fliauen 
and to weare long haire either rounded or fquare. Now 
againe at this time the young Gentlemen of the Coun 
haue taken vp the long haire trayling on their fhoul- 
ders, and thinke it more decent : for what refpedt I 
would be glad to know. 
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The Lacedemonians bearing long bufties of haire, 
finely kept and curled vp, vfed this ciuill argument to 
maintaine that cuflome. Haire (fay they) is the very 
ornament of nature appointed for the head, which 
therfore to vfe in his mod furaptuous degree is comely, 
fpecially for them that be Lordes, Maiflers of men, and 
of a free life, hauing abilitie and leafure inough to 
keepe it cleane, and fo for a figne of feignorie, riches 
and libertie, the mailers of the Lacedemonians vfed 
long haire. But their vaflals, feruaunts and flaues vfed 
it (hort or fhauen in figne of feruitude and becaufe 
they had no meane nor leafure to kembe and keepe it 
cleanely. It was befides comberfome to them hauing 
many bufmeffe to attende, in fome feruices there might 
no maner of filth be falling from their heads. And to 
all fouldiers it is very noyfome and a daungerous dif- 
auantage in the warres or in any particular combat, 
which being the mod comely profeffion of euery noble 
young Gentleman, it ought to perfwade them greatly 
from wearing long haire. If there be any that feeke 
by long haire to helpe or to hide an ill featured face, 
it is in them allowable fo to do, becaufe euery man 
may decently reforme by arte, the faultes and imper- 
fedlions that nature hath wrought in them. 

And all fingularities or affedted parts of a mans be- 
hauiour feeme vndecent, as for one man to march or 
iet in the flreet more (lately, or to looke more fol- 
empnely, or to go more gayly and in other coulours 
or fafliioned garments then another of the fame degree 
and eflate. 

Yet fuch fingularities haue had many times both 
good liking and good fucceffe, otherwife then many 
would haue looked for. As when Dinocrates the fam- 
ous architedl, defirous to be knowen to king Alexander 
the great, and hauing none acquaintance to bring him 
to the kings fpeech, he came one day to the Court very 
flrangely apparelled in long skarlet robes, his head 
compaft with a garland of Laurell, and his face all to 
be flicked with fweet oyle, and floode in the kings 
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chamber, motioning nothing to any man : newes of this 
ftranger came to the king, who caufed him to be 
brought to his prefence, and asked his name, and the 
caufe of his repaire to the Court. He aunfwered, his 
name was Dinocrates the Architect, who came to pre- 
fent his Maieilie with a platforme of his owne deuifing, 
how his Maieftie might buylde a Citie vpon the moun- 
taine Athos in Macedonia, which fliould beare the 
figure of a mans body, and tolde him all how. For- 
footh the bread and bulke of his body (hould reft vpon 
fuch a flat : that hil (hould be his head, all fet with 
foregrowen woods like haire: his right arme fhould 
ftretch out to fuch a hollow bottome as might be like 
his hand : holding a difli conteyning al the waters that 
fliould feme that Citie : the left arme with his hand 
fliould hold a valley of all the orchards and gardens of 
pleafure pertaining thereunto : and either legge fliould 
lie vpon a ridge of rocke, very gallantly to behold, and 
fo fliould acconiplifli the full figure of a man. The king 
asked him what commoditie of foyle, or fea, or nauig- 
able riue.r lay neere vnto it, to be able to fuftaine fo 
great a number of inhabitants. Tniely Sir (quoth 
Dinocrates) I haue not yet confidered thereof: for in 
trueth it is the bareft part of all the Countrey of Mace- 
donia. The king fmiled at it, and faid very honour- 
ably, we like your deuice well, and meane to vfe your 
feruice in the building of a Citie, but we wil chufe out 
a more commodious fcituation : and made him attend 
in that voyage in which he conquered Afia and Egypt, 
and there made him chiefe Surueyour of his new Citie 
of Alexandria. Thus did Dinocrates fingularitie in at- 
tire greatly further him to his aduancement. 

Yet are generally all rare things and fuch as breede 
maruell and admiration fomewhat holding of the vn- 
decent, as when a man is bigger and exceeding the 
ordinary ftature of a man like a Giaunt, or farre vnder 
the reafonable and common fize of men, as a dwarfe, 
and fuch vndecencies do not angre vs, but either we 
pittie them or fcome at them. 
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But at all infolent and vnwoonted partes of a mans 
behauiour we find many times caufe to miflike or to 
be miftruflfull, which proceedeth of fome vndecency 
that is in it, as when a man that hath alwaies bene 
ftrange and vnacquainted with vs, will fuddenly become 
our familiar and domeflick : and another that hath bene 
alwaies (lerne and churlifh, wilbe vpon the fuddaine 
affable and curteous, it is neyther a comely fight, nor 
a figne of any good towardes vs. Which the fubtill 
Italian well obferued by the fucceffes thereof, faying in 
Prouerbe. 

Chi me fa meglio che nonfuok^ 
Tradito me ha tradir me vuolo. 

He that fpeakes me fairer^ than his woont was too 
Hath done me harme, or mcanes for to doo. 

Now againe all maner of conceites that (lirre vp any 
vehement paflion in a man, doo it by fome turpitude 
or euill and vndecency that is in them, as to make a 
man angry there mud be fome iniury or contempt 
offered, to make him enuy there mull proceede fome 
vndeferued profperitie of his egall or inferiour, to make 
him pitie fome miferable fortune or fpedakle to behold. 

And yet in euery of thefe pafTions being as it were 
vndecencies, there is a comelineffe to be difcerned, 
which fome men can keepe and fome men can not, as 
to be angry, or to enuy, or to hate, or to pitie, or to be 
afhamed decently, that is none otherwife then reafon 
requireth. This furmife appeareth to be true, for 
Homer the father of Poets writing that famous and mofl 
honourable poeme called the lUiades or warres of Troy: 
made his commencement the magnanimous wrath and 
anger of Achilles in his firfl verfe thus : /tev^jK a/3g hou 
^iXtadiou dx'XXsfo'j;, Sing foorth my mufe the wrath of 
Achilles Pelens fonne : which the Poet would neuer 
haue done if the wrath of a prince had not beene in 
fome fort comely and allowable. But when Arrianus 
and Curtius hifloriographers that wrote the noble gefles 
of king Alexander the great, came to prayfe him for 
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many things, yet for his wrath and anger they reproched 
him, becaufe it proceeded not of any magnanimitie, but 
vpon furfet and diftemper in his diet, nor growing of 
any iufl caufes, was exercifed to the deflru6tion of his 
deareft friends and familiers, and not of his enemies, nor 
any other waies fo honorably as th*others was, and fo 
could not be reputed a decent and comely anger. 

So may al your other paflions be vfed decently 
though the very matter of their originall be' grounded 
vpon fome vndecencie, as it is written by a certaine king 
of Egypt, who looking out of his window, and feing his 
owne fonne for fome grieuous offence, carried by the 
officers of his iuftice to the place of execution : he 
neuer once changed his countenance at the matter, 
though the fight were neuer fo full of mth and atrocitie. 
And it was thought a decent countenance and conftant 
animofitie in the king to be fo affe<5led, the cafe con- 
cerning fo high and rare a peece of his owne iuftice. 
But within few daies after when he beheld out of the 
fame window an old friend and familiar of his, ftand 
begging an almes in the ftreete, he wept tenderly, re- 
membring their old familiarity and confideriug how by 
the mutabilitie of fortune and frailtie of mans eftate, 
it might one day come to pafTe that he himfelfe fhould 
fall into the like miferable eftate. He therfore had a 
remorfe very comely for a king in that behalfe, which 
alfo caufed him to giue order for his poore friends 
plentiful reliefe. 

But generally to weepe for any forrow (as one may 
doe for pitie) is not fo decent in a man: and therefore all 
high minded perfons, when they cannot chufe but ftied 
teares, wil tume away their face as a countenance vn- 
decent for a man to (hew, and fo will the ftanders by till 
they haue fuppreft fuch paflion, thinking it nothing de 
cent to behold fuch an vncomely countenance. But for 
Ladies and women to weepe and (hed teares at euery 
little greefe, it is nothing vncomely, but rather a figne 
of much good nature and meeknes of minde, a moft 
decent propertie for that fexe ; and therefore they be 
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for the more part more deuout and charitable, and 
greater geuers of almes than men, and zealous relieuers 
of prifoners, and befeechers of pardons, and fuch like 
parts of commiferation. Yea they be more than fo 
too : for by the common prouerbe, a woman will weepe 
for pitie to fee a gofling goe barefoote. 

But mod certainly all things that moue a man to 
laughter, as doe thefe fcurrilities and other ridiculous 
behauiours, it is for fome vndecencie that is found in 
them : which maketh it decent for euery man to laugh 
at them. And therefore when we fee or heare a natu- 
ral foole and idiot doe or lay any thing fooliihly, we 
laugh not at him : but when he doeth or fpeaketh 
wifely, becaufe that is vnlike him felfe : and a buffonne 
or counterfet foole, to heare him fpeake wifely which 
is like himfelfe, it is no fport at all, but for fuch a 
counterfait to talke and looke fooliihly it maketh vs 
laugh, becaufe it is no part of his naturall, for in euery 
vncomlineffe there mufl be a certaine abfurditie and 
difproportion to nature, and the opinion of the hearer 
or beholder to make the thing ridiculous. But for a 
foole to talke fooliihly or a wifeman wifely, there is 
no fuch abfurditie or difproportion. 

And though at all abfurdities we may decently laugh, 
and when they be no abfurdities not decently, yet in 
laughing is there an vndecencie for other refpedles 
fometime, than of the matter it felfe, which made 
Philippus fonne to the firfl Chriften Emperour, Philip- 
pus Arabicus fitting with his father one day in the 
theatre to behold the fports, giue his father a great 
rebuke becaufe he laughed, faying that it was no comely 
countenance for an Emperour to bewray in fuch a 
publicke place, nor fpecially to laugh at euery fooliih 
toy : the pofleritie gaue the fonne for that caufe the 
name of Philippius Agelajios or without laughter. 

I haue feene forraine Embaffadours in the Queenes 
prefence laugh fo diffolutely at fome rare paflime or 
fport that hath beene made there, that nothing in the 
world could worfe haue becomen them, and others 
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very wife men, whether it haue ben of fome pleafant 
humour and complexion, or for other default in the 
fpleene, or for ill education or cuftome, that could not 
vtter any graue and eamefl fpeech w^ithout laughter, 
which part was greatly difcommended in them. 

And Cicero the wifeil of any Romane writers, thought 
it vncomely for a man to daunce : laying, Saltantan 
fobrium vidi mminem, I neuer (aw any man daunce 
that was fober and in his right wits, but there by your 
leaue he failed, nor our young Courtiers will allow it, 
befides that it is the mofl decent and comely demean- 
our of all exultations and reioycements of the hart, 
which is no lefTe naturall to man then to be wife or 
well learned, or fober. 

To tell you the decencies of a number of other be- 
hauiours, one might do it to pleafe you with pretie re- 
portes, but to the skilfull Courtiers it ihalbe nothing 
necelTary, for they know all by experience without 
learning. Yet fome few remembraunces wee will make 
you of the mod materiall, which our felues haue ob- 
fenied, and fo make an end. 

It is decent to be affable and curteous at meales 
and meetings, in open alTemblies more folemne and 
(Iraunge, in place of authoritie and iudgement not 
familiar nor pleafant, in counfell fecret and fad, in 
ordinary conferences eafie and apert, in conuerfation 
fimple, in capitulation fubtill and midruRfull, at 
mournings and burials fad and forrowfuU, in feafts and 
bankets merry and ioyfull, in houfliold expence pinch- 
ing and fparing, in publicke entertainement fpending 
and pompous. The Prince to be fumptuous and mag- 
nificent, the priuate man liberall with moderation, a 
man to be in giuing free, in asking fpare, in promife 
flow, in performance fpeedy, in contracfl circumfpe<5l 
but iu(l, in amitie fmcere, in ennimitie wily and caute- 
lous {dolus an virtus quis in hojle reguirit, laith the 
PoetJ and after the fame rate euery fort and maner of 
bufmefle or affaire or a<flion hath his decencie and 
vndecencie, either for the time or place or perfon or 
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fome other circumftaunce, as Priefts to be fober and 
lad, a Preacher by his life to giue good example, a 
Judge to be incomipted, folitarie and vnacquainted 
with Courtiers or Courtly entertainements, and as the 
Fhilofopher faith Oportet iudicem effe rudem et fimpli- 
cetn^ without plaite or wrinkle, fower in looke and 
chiu-lifh in fpeach, contrariwife a Courtly Gentleman 
to be loftie and curious in countenaunce, yet fometimes 
a creeper, and a curry fauell with his fuperiours. 

And touching the perfon, we fay it is comely for a 
man to be a lambe in the houfe, and a Lyon in the 
field, appointing the decencie of his qualitie by the 
place, by which reafon alfo we limit the comely parts 
of a woman to confift in foure points, that is to be a 
fhrewe in the kitchin, a laint in the Church, an Angell 
at the bourd, and an Ape in the bed, as the Chronicle 
reportes by Miflreffe Shore paramour to king Edward 
the fourth. 

Then alfo there is a decency in refpedl of the per- 
fons with whom we do negotiate, as with the great 
perfonages his egals to be folemne and furly, with 
meaner men pleafant and popular, (loute with the 
flurdie and milde with the meek, which is a mod 
decent conuerfation and not reprochfuU or vnfeemely, 
as the prouerbe goeth, by thofe that vfe the contrary, 
a Lyon among flieepe and a flieepe among Lyons. 

Right fo in negotiating with Princes we ou^ht to 
feeke their fauour by humilitie and not by (lemnefle, 
nor to trafficke with them by way of indent or condi- 
tion, but frankly and by manner of fubmiflion to their 
wils, for Princes may be lead but not driuen, nor they 
are to be vanquilht by allegation, but mud be fuffred 
to haue the vi6lorie and be relented vnto : nor they 
are not to be chalenged for right or iuftice, for that 
is a maner of accusation : nor to be charged with 
their promifes, for that is a kinde of condemnation : 
and at their requefl we ought not to be hardly en- 
treated but eafily, for that is a figne of deffidence and 
miftrufl in their bountie and gratitude : nor to recite 
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the good feniices which they haue receiued at our 
hands, for that is but a kind of exprobration, but in 
crauing their bountie or largefTe to renaember vnto 
them all their fonner beneficences, making no men- 
tion of our owne merites, and fo it is thankfull, and 
in prayfing them to their faces to do it very modeftly : 
and in their commendations not to be excefliue for 
that is tedious, and alwayes fauours of futtelty more 
then of fmcere loue. 

And in fpeaking to a Prince the voyce ought to be 
lowe and not low(ie nor (hrill, for th'one is a figne of 
humilitie th'other of too much audacitie and prefump- 
tion. Nor in looking on them feeme to ouerlooke 
them, nor yet behold them too (ledfaflly, for that is a 
figne of impudence or litle reuerence, and therefore to 
the great Princes Orientall their feruitours fpeaking or 
being fpoken vnto abbafe their eyes in token of low- 
lines, which behauiour we do not obferue to our 
Princes with fo good a difcretion as they do : and fuch 
as retire from the Princes prefence, do not by and by 
tume tayle to them as we do, but go backward or 
fideling for a reafonable fpace, til they be at the wal 
or chamber doore paiTmg out of fight, and is thought 
a mofl decent behauiour to their foueraignes. I haue 
heard that king Henry th'eight her Maieflies father, 
though otherwife the mofl gentle and affable Prince 
of the world, could not abide to haue any man flare 
in his face or to fix his eye too fleedily vpon him 
when he talked with them : nor for a common fijter 
to exclame or cry out for iuflice, for that is oflfenfiue 
and as it were a fecret impeachement of his wrong do- 
ing, as happened once to a Knight in this Realme of 
great worfhip fpeaking to the king. Nor in fpeaches 
with them to be too long, or too much affecfled, for 
th'one is tedious th*other is irkfome, nor with lowd 
acclamations to applaude them, for that is too popular 
and rude and betokens either ignoraunce, or feldome 
acceffe to their prefence, or little frequenting their 
Courts : nor to fhew too mery or light a countenance, 
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for that is a figne of little reuerence and is a peece of 
a contempt. 

And in gaming with a Prince it is decent to let him 
fometimes win of purpofe, to keepe him pleafant, and 
neuer to refufe his gift, for that is vndutifull : nor to 
forgiue him his loffes, for that is arrogant: nor to 
giue him great gifts, for that is either infolence or 
follie : nor to feaft him with excefliue charge for that 
is both vaine and enuious, and therefore the wife Prince 
king Henry the feuenth her Maiefties grandfather, if 
his chaunce had bene to lye at any of his fubiedls 
houfes, or to paffe moe meales then one, he that would 
take vpon him to defray the charge of his dyet, or of 
his officers and houlhold, he would be marueloufly 
offended with it, faying what priuate fubie<5t dare vn- 
dertake a Princes charge, or looke into the fecret of 
his expence ? Her Maieflie hath bene knowne often- 
times to miflike the fupei-fluous expence of her fub- 
ie<5ls beflov/ed vpon her in times of her progreffes. 

Likewife in matter of aduife it is neither decent to 
flatter him for that is feruile, neither to be rough or 
plaine with him, for that is daungerous, but truly to 
Counfell and to admonilh, grauely not greuoully, fm- 
cerely not fourely : which was the part that fo greatiy 
commended Cineas Counfellour to king FirrhuSy who 
kept that decencie in all his perfwafions, that he euer 
preuailed in aduice, and carried the king which way 
he would. 

And in a Prince it is comely to giue vnasked, but 
in a fubiedl to aske vnbidden : for that firfl is figne of 
a bountifull mynde, this of a loyall and confident 
But the fubie6t that craues not at his Princes hand, 
either he is of no defert, or proud, or miftruflfull of his 
Princes goodneffe : therefore king Henry th'eight to 
one that entreated him to remember one Sir Anthony 
Roufe with fome reward for that he had fpent much 
and w^as an ill beggar : the king aunfwered (noting his 
infolencie,) If he be afhamed to begge, we are alhamed 
to giue, and was neuertheleffe one of the mofl libcrall 
Princes of the world. 
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And yet in fome Courts it is otherwife vfed, for in 
Spaine it is thought very vndecent for a Courtier to 
craue, fuppofing that it is the part of an importune : 
therefore the king of ordinarie calleth euery fecond, 
third or fourth yere for his Checker roll, and beflow- 
eth his nurcedes of his owne meere motion, and by 
difcretion, according to euery mans merite and con- 
dition. 

And in their commendable delights to be apt and 
accommodate, as if the Prince be geuen to banking, 
hunting, riding of horfes, or playing vpon inflruments, 
or any like exercife, the feruitour to be the fame : and 
in their other appetites wherein the Prince would feeme 
an example of vertue, and would not miflike to be 
egalled by others : in fuch cafes it is decent their 
feruitours and fubiedls fludie to be like to them by 
imitation, as in wearing their haire long or fliort, 
or in this or that fort of apparrell, fuch excepted as be 
only fitte for Princes and none els, which were vndecent 
for a meaner perfon to imitate or counterfet: fo is 
it not comely to counterfet their voice, or looke, or any 
other geflures that be not ordinary and naturall in euery 
conamon perfon : and therefore to go vpright, or 
fpeake or looke affuredly, it is decent in euery man- 
But if the Prince haue an extraordinarie countenance 
or manner of fpeech, or bearing of his body, that for 
a common feruitour to counterfet is not decent, and 
therefore it was mifliked in the Emperor Nero^ and 
thought vncomely for him to counterfet Alexander the 
great, by holding his head a litde awrie, and neerer to- 
ward the tone (houlder, becaufe it was not his owne 
naturall. 

And in a Prince it is decent to goe flowly, and to 
march with leyfure, and with a certaine granditie rather 
than grauitie : as our foueraine Lady and miflreffe, the 
very image of maieftie and magnificence, is accuflomed 
to doe generally, vnleffe it be when flie walketh apace 
for her pleafure, or to catch her a heate in the colde 
mornings. 
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NeuerthelefTe, it is not fo decent in a meaner 
perfon, as I haue obferued in fome counterfet Ladies 
of the Countrey, which vfe it much to their owne de- 
rifion. This Comelines was wanting in Queene Marie ^ 
otherwife a very good and honourable Princeffe. And 
was fome blemifli to the Emperor Ferdinando^ a mod 
noble minded man, yet fo carelefle and forgetfull of 
himfelfe in that behalfe, as I haue feene him runne vp 
a paire of flaires fo fwift and nimble a pace, as almofl 
had not become a very meane man, who had not gone 
in fome haflie bufmeffe. 

And in a noble Prince nothing is more decent and 
welbefeeming his greatneffe, than to fpare foule 
fpeeches, for that breedes hatred, and to let none 
humble fuiters depart out of their prefence (as neere 
as may be) ijiifcontented. Wherein her Maieflie hath 
of all others a mofl Regall gift, and nothing inferior to 
the good Prince Titus Vefpafianus in that point. 

Alfo, not to be paflionate for fmall detriments or 
offences, nor to be a reuenger of them, but in cafes of 
great iniurie, and fpecially of diflionors : and therein 
to be very (lerne and vindicatiue, for that fauours of 
Princely magnanimitie : nor to feeke reuenge vpon 
bafe and obfcure perfons, ouer whom the conqueft is 
not glorious, nor the vi6lorie honourable, which refpe6t 
moued our foueraign Lady (keeping alwaies the de- 
corum of a Princely perfon) at her firfl comming to 
the crowne, when a knight of this Realme, who had 
very infolently behaued himfelfe toward her when (he 
was Lady Elizabeth^ fell vpon his knee to her, and 
befought her pardon : fufpe6ting (as there was good 
caufe) that he fliould haue bene fent to the Tower, fhe 
faid vnto him mofl mildly : do you not know that we 
are defcended of the Lion, whofe nature is not to 
harme or pray vpon the moufe, or any other fuch fmall 
vermin ? 

And with thefe examples I thinke fufficient to leaue, 
geuing you information of this one point, that all your 
figures Poeticall or Rhethoricall, are but obferuations 
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of flrange fpeeches, and fuch as without any arte at al 
we (hould vfe, and commonly do, euen by very nature 
without difcipline. But more or lefle aptly and de- 
cently, or fcarcely, or aboundandy, or of this or that 
kind of figure, and one of vs more then another, accor- 
ding to the difpofition of our nature, conilitution of the 
heart, and facilitie of each mans vtterance : fo as we 
may conclude, that nature her felfe fuggefleth the figure 
in this or that forme : but arte aydeth the iudgement 
of his vfe and application, which geues me occafion 
finally and for a full conclufion to this whole treatife, 
to enforme you in the next chapter how art (hould be 
vfed in all refpedls, and fpecially in this behalfe of 
language, and when the naturall is more conmiendable 
then the artificiall, and contrariwife. 

CHAP. XXV, 

That the good Poet or maker ought to diffemble his arte^ 

and in what cafes the artificiall is more commended 

then tJie naturally and contrariwife. 

|Nd now (mod excellent Queene) hauing 
largely faid of Poets and Poefie, and about 
what matters they be employed : then of 
all the commended fourmes of Poemes, 
thirdly of metricall proportions, fuch as do 
appertaine to our vulgar arte : and lafl of all fet forth 
the poeticall ornament confiding chiefly in the beautie 
and gallantneffe of his language and (lile, and fo haue 
apparelled him to our feeming, in all his gorgious 
habilliments, and pulling him firll from the carte to 
the fchoole, and from thence to the Court, and pre- 
ferred him to your Maieflies feruice, in that place of 
gieat honour and magnificence to geue enterteinment 
to Princes, Ladies of honour, Gentlewomen and Gen- 
tlemen, and by his many moodes of skill, to feme the 
many humors of men thither haunting and reforting, 
fome by way of folace, fome of ferious aduife, and in 
matters afwell profitable as pleafant and honed. AVee 
haue in our humble conceit fufficiently perfourmed 
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our promife or rather dutie to your Maieflie in the 
defcription of this arte, fo alwaies as we leaue him not 
vnfumifht of one peece that beft befeemes that place 
of any other, and may ferue as a principall good leffon 
for al good makers to beare continually in mind, in 
the vfage of this fcience : which is, that being now 
lately become a Courtier he Ihew not himfelf a crafts- 
man, and merit to be difgraded, and with fcorne fent 
back againe to the fhop, or other place of his firfl 
facultie and calling, but that fo wifely and difcreetly 
he behaue himfelfe as he may worthily retaine the 
credit of his place, and profeffion of a very Courtier, 
which is in plaine termes, cunningly to be able to dif- 
femble. But (if it pleafe your Maieflie) may it not 
feeme inough for a Courtier to know how to weare a 
fether, and fet his cappe a flaunt, his chaine en echarpe^ 
a flraight buskin al ingieffe^ a loofe alo Turquefque, the 
cape alia Spaniola, the breech a ia Fran(oife, and by 
twentie maner of new falhioned garments to difguife 
his body, and his face with as many countenances, 
whereof it feemes there be many that make a very 
arte, and fludie who can fhew himfelfe mod fine, I will 
not fay mofl foolifh and ridiculous ? or perhaps rather 
that he could diflemble his conceits as well as his 
countenances, fo as he neuer fpeake as he thinkes, or 
thinke as he fpeaks, and that in any matter of import- 
ance his words and his meaning very feldome meete : 
for fo as I remember it was concluded by vs fetting 
foorth the figure Allegoria^ which therefore not imperti- 
nently we call the Courtier or figure of faire femblant, 
or is it not perchance more requifite our courtly Poet 
do diflemble not onely his countenances and conceits, 
but alfo all his ordinary a<flions of behauiour, or the 
mofl. part of them, whereby the better to winne his pur- 
pofes and good aduantages, as now and then to haue a 
ioumey or ficknefle in his fleeue, thereby to fliake of 
other importunities of greater confequence, as they 
vfe their pilgrimages in Fraunce, the Diet in Spaine, 
the baines in Italy? and when a man is whole to faine 

u 
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himfelfe ficke to (liunne the bufmefie in Court, to 
entertain e time and eafe at home, to falue offtnces 
without difcredite, to win puq)ofes by mediation in 
abfence, which their prefence would eyther impeach or 
ton greatly preferre, to harken after the popular 
opinions and fpeech, to entend to their more priuate 
folaces, to praclize more deepely both at leafure and 
libertie, and when any publique affaire or other attempt 
and counfliile of theirs hath not rcceaued good fuc- 
ceffe, to auoid therby the Princes prefent reproofe, to 
coole their chollers by abfence, to winne remorfe by 
lamentable reports, and reconciliation by friends in- 
treatie. Finally by fequeflring themfelues for a time 
fro the Court, to be able the freelier and cleerer to 
difcerne the factions and ftate of the Court and of al 
the world befides, no lefie then doth the looker on or 
beholder of a game better fee into all points of auaun- 
tage, then the player himfelfe ? and in diflfembling of 
difeafes which I pray you ? for I haue obferued it in 
the Court of Fraunce, not a burning feuer or a phirifie 
or a palfie, or the hpdropick and fwelling gowte, or 
any other like difeafe, for if they be fuch as may be 
either eafily difcerned or quickly cured, they be ill to 
diffemble and doo halfe handfomly feme the tume. 

But it mud be either a dry dropfie, or a megrim or 
letarge, or a fiftule in ano, or fome fuch other fecret 
difeafe, as the common conuerfant can hardly dif- 
couer, and the Phifilion either not fpeedily heale, or 
not honeflly bewray ? of which infirmities the fcoffing 
Pajquil wrote, Vlcus vcficcR renum dolor in pene fcirnis. 
Or as I haue feene in diuers places where many make 
themfelues hart whole, when in deede they are full 
ficke, bearing it (loutly out to the hazard of their 
health, rather then they would be fufpedled of any 
lothfome infirmity, which might inhibit them from the 
Princes prefence, or enterteinment of the ladies. Or 
as fome other do to beare a port of (late and plentie 
when they haue neither penny nor poffeflion, that 
they may not feeme to droope, and be reiedled as 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF ORNAMENT. LIB. 111. 307 

vnworthy or infufficient for the greater feruices, or to 
be pitied for their pouertie, which they hold for a 
marueilous difgrace, as did the poore Squire of Caf- 
tile, who had rather dine with a fheepes head at home 
and drinke a crufe of water to it, then to haue a good 
dinner giuen him by his friend who was nothing igno- 
rant of his pouertie. Or as others do to make wife 
they be poore when they be riche, to (hunne thereby 
the publicke charges and vocations, for men are not 
now a dayes (fpecially in llaies of Oligarchie as the 
mod in our age) called fomuch for their wifedome as 
lor their wealth, alfo to auoyde enuie of neighbours 
or bountie in conuerfation, for whofoeuer is reputed 
rich cannot without reproch, but be either a lender or 
a fpender. Or as others do to feeme very bufie when 
they haue nothing to doo, and yet will make them- 
felues fo occupied and ouerladen in the Princes affaires, 
as it is a great matter to haue a couple of wordes with 
them, when notwithflanding they lye lleeping on their 
beds all an after noone, or fit folemnly at cardes in their 
chambers, or enterteyning of the Dames, or laughing 
and gibing with their familiars foure houres by the 
clocke, whiles the poore futer defirous of his difpatch 
is aunfwered by fome Secretarie or page // /;//// 
attendre^ Monfieur is difpatching the kings bufmeffe 
into Languedock, Prouence, Piemont, a common 
phrafe with the Secretaries of France. Or as I haue 
obferued in many of the Princes Courts of Italic, to 
feeme idle when they be earneflly occupied and enlend 
to nothing but mifchieuous pra6lizes, and do bufily 
negotiat by coulor of otiation. Or as others of them 
that go ordinarily to Church and neuer pray to winne 
an opinion of holineffe : or pray flill apace, but neuer 
do good decde, and geue a begger a penny and fpend 
a pound on a harlot, to fpeake faire to a mans face, 
and foule behinde his backe, to fet him at his trencher 
and yet fit on his skirts for fo we vfe to fay by a fayned 
friend, then alfo to be rough and churlifh in fpeach 
and apparance, but inwardly affedlionate and fauouring, 
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as I haue fene of the greatefl podeilates and graueft. 
iudges and Prefidentes of Parliament in Fraunce. 

Thefe and many fuch like difguifmgs do we find in 
mans behauiour, and fpecially in the Courtiers of for- 
raine Countreyes, where in my youth I was brought vp, 
and ver}' well obferued their maner of life and conuer- 
fation, for of mine owne Countrey I haue not made fo 
great experience. Which parts, neuertheleffe, we allow 
not now in our Englifli maker, becaufe we haue geuen 
him the name of an honed man, and not of an hypo- 
crite : and therefore leaning thefe manner of diffimu- 
lations to all bafe-minded men, and of vile nature or 
niiflerie, we doe allow our Courtly Poet to be a dif- 
fembler only in the fubtilties of his arte : that is, when 
he is mod artificial 1, fo to difguife and cloake it as it 
may not appeare, nor feeme to proceede from him by 
any dudie or trade of rules, but to be his natuiall : 
nor fo euidently to be defcried, as euery ladde that 
reades him fhall fay he is a good fcholler, but will 
rather haue him to know his arte well, and little to 
vfeit. 

And yet peraduenture in all points it may not be fo 
taken, but in fuch onely as may difcouer his groffenes 
or his ignorance by fome fchollerly affectation : which 
thing is very irkefome to all men of good trayning, and 
fpecially to Courtiers. And yet for all that our maker 
may not be in all cafes redrayned, but that he may both 
vfe, and alfo manifed his arte to his great praife, and 
need no more be afhamed thereof, than a fhomaker to 
haue made a cleanly fhoe, or a Caq^enter to haue 
buylt a faire houfe. Therefore to difcuffe and make 
this point fomev/hat cleerer, to weete, where arte ought 
to appeare, and where not, and when the naturall is 
more commendable than the artificiall in any humane 
a6lion or workmanfhip, we wil examine it further by 
this didin6lion. 

In fome cafes we fay arte is an ayde and coadiutor 
to nature, and a furtherer of her adlions to good effedl, 
or peraduenture a meane to fupply her wants, by ren- 
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forcing the caufes wherein (hee is impotent and defedliue, 
as doth the arte of phificke, by helping the natural! 
concodlion, retention, diflribution, expulfion, and other 
vertues, in a weake and vnhealthie bodie. Or as the 
good gardiner feafons his foyle by fundrie forts of com- 
poft : as mucke or marie, clay or fande, and many 
times by bloud, or lees of oyle or wine, or ftale, or 
perchaunce with more coftly drugs : and waters his 
plants, and weedes his herbes or floures, and prunes 
his branches, and vnleaues his boughes to let in the 
funne : and twentie other waies cherifheth them, and 
cureth their infirmities, and fo makes that neuer, or 
very feldome any of them mifcarry, but bring foorth their 
flours and fruites in feafon. And in both thefe cafes 
it is no fmal praife for the Phifition and Gardiner to 
be called good and cunning artificers. 

In another refpe<5t arte is not only an aide and coad- 
iutor to nature in all her adlions, but an alterer of them, 
and in fome fort a furmounter of her skill, fo as by 
meanes of it her owne effects fhall appeare more 
beautifull or (Iraunge and miraculous, as in both cafes 
before remembred. The Phifition by the cordials hee 
will geue his patient, fliall be able not onely to reflore 
the decayed fpirites of man, and render him health, 
but alfo to prolong the terme of his life many yeares 
ouer and aboue the flint of his fird and naturall con- 
flitution. And the Gardiner by his arte will not onely 
make an herbe, or flowr, or fruite, come forth in his 
feafon without impediment, but alfo will embellifh the 
fame in vertue, fhape, odour and tafle, that nature of 
her felfe woulde neuer haue done : as to make fingle 
gillifloure, or marigold, or daifie, double : and the white 
rofe, redde, yellow, or carnation, a bitter mellon fweete, 
a fweete apple, foure, a plumnie or cherrie without a 
flone, a peare without core or kemell, a goord or cou- 
cumber like to a home, or any other figure he will : 
any of which things nature could not doe without mans 
help and arte. Thefe actions alfo are mod fingular, 
when they be mofl artificiall. 
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In another refpe<5t, we fay arte is neither an aider 
nor a furmounter, but onely a bare immitatour of na- 
tures works, following and counterfeyting her actions 
and effedls, as the Marmefot doth many countenances 
and gellures of man, of which forte are the artes of 
painting and keruing, whereof one reprefents the na- 
turall by light colour and ftiadow in the fuperficiall or 
flat, the other in a body maflife exprefling the full and 
emptie, euen, extant, rabbated, hollow, or whatfoeuer 
other figure and paflion of quantitie. So alfo the Al- 
chimifl counterfeits gold, filuer, and all other mettals, 
the Lapidarie pearles and pretious ilones by glaffe 
and other fubilances falfified, and fophifticate by arte. 
Thefe men alfo be praifed for their craft, and their 
credit is nothing erapayred, to fay that their conclu- 
fions and effecfls are very artificiall. Finally in another 
refpe6l arte is as it were an encountrer and contrary 
to nature, producing effe<5ls neither like to hers, nor by 
participation with her operations, nor by imitation of 
her patemes, but makes things and produceth effedls 
altogether flrange and' diuerfe, and of fuch forme and 
qualitie (nature alwaies fupplying ftuffe) as (he neuer 
would nor could haue done of her felfe, as the carpenter 
that builds a houfe, the ioyner that makes a table or a 
bedftead, the tailor a garment, the Smith a locke or a 
key, and a number of like, in which cafe the workman 
gaineth reputation by his arte, and praife when it is 
bed exprefled and mofl apparant, and mofl (ludiouily. 
Man alfo in all his adlions that be not altogether na- 
turall, but are gotten by fludy and difcipline or exer- 
cife, as to daunce by meafures, to fmg by note, to play 
on the lute, and fuch like, it is a praife to be faid an 
artificiall dauncer, finger, and player on inftruments, 
becaufe they be not exacflly knowne or done, but by 
rules and precepts or teaching of fchoolemaflers. But 
in fuch actions as be fo naturall and proper to man, 
as he may become excellent therein without any arte 
or imitation at all, (cuflome and exercife excepted, 
which are requifite to euery adlion not numbred 
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among the vitall or animal) and wherein nature (hould 
feeme to do amiffe, and man fuffer reproch to be found 
deftitute of them : in thofe to fhew himfelfe rather 
artificial] then natural!, were no leffe to be laughed at, 
then for one that can fee well inough, to vfe a paire of 
fpedlacles, or not to heare but by a trunke put to his 
eare, nor feele without a paire of ennealed glooues, 
which things in deede helpe an infirme fence, but 
annoy the perfit, and therefore (hewing a difabilitie 
naturall mooue rather to fcorne then commendation, 
and to pitie fooner then to prayfe. But what elfe is 
language and vtterance, and difcourfe and perfuafion, 
and argument in man, then the vertues of a well con- 
ftitute body and minde, little lelTe naturall then his 
very fenfuall adlions, fauing that the one is perfited by 
nature at once, the other not without exercife and 
iteration ? Peraduenture alfo it wilbe granted that a 
man fees better and difcernes more brimly his collours, 
and heares and feeles more exadtly by vfe and often 
hearing and feeling and feing, and though it be better 
to fee with fpe6lacles then not to fee at all, yet is their 
praife not egall nor in any mans iudgement comparable : 
no more^ is that which a Poet makes by arte and pre- 
cepts rather then by naturall inflincl : and that which 
he doth by long meditation rather then by a fuddaine 
infpiration, or with great pleafure and facillitie then 
hardly (and as they are woont to fay) in fpite of Nature 
or Minerua, then which nothing can be more irkfome 
or ridiculous. 

And yet I am not ignorant that there be artes and 
methodes both to fpeake and to perfwade and alfo to 
difpute, and by which the naturall is in fome forte re- 
lieued, as th'eye by his fpedlacle, I fay relieued in his 
imperfedlion, but not made more perfit then the 
naturall, in which refpedl I call thofe artes of Cram- 
mer, Logick^y and Rheiorick not bare imitations, as 
the painter or keruers craft and worke in a forraine 
fubie<5l viz. a liuely purtraite in his table of wood, but 
by long and (ludious obfeniation rather a repetition or 
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reminifcens naturall, reduced into perfedlion, and 
made prompt by vfe and exercife. And fo whatfo- 
euer a mans fpeakes or perfwades he doth it not by 
imitation artificially, but by obferuation naturally 
(though one follow another) becaufe it is both the 
fame and the like that nature doth fuggefl : but if a 
popingay fpeake, fhe doth it by imitation of mans 
voyce artificially and not naturally being the like, 
but not the fame that nature doth fuggeft to man. 
But now becaufe our maker or Poet is to play many 
parts and not one alone, as firft to deuife his plat or 
fubie<5l, then to fafliion his poeme, thirdly to vfe his 
metricall proportions, and la(l of all to vtter with 
pleafure and delight, which refles in his maner of 
language and (lile as hath bene faid, whereof the 
many moodes and flraunge phrafes are called figures, 
it is not altogether with him as with the crafts man, 
nor altogether otherwife then with the crafts man, for 
in that he vfeth his metricall proportions by appointed 
and harmonicall meafures and diftaunces, he is 
like the Carpenter or loyner, for borrowing their 
tymber and (lufFe of nature, they appoint and order 
it by art otherwife then nature would doe, and worke 
effedls in apparance contrary to hers. Alfo in that 
which the Poet fpeakes or reports of another mans 
tale or doings, as Hoiner of Priamus or VHjfes^ 
he is as the painter or keruer that worke by imita- 
tion and reprefentation in a forrein fubiedl, in that 
' he fpeakes figuratiuely, or argues fubtillie, or perfwades 
copioufly and vehemently, he doth as the cunning gar- 
diner that vfing nature as a coadiutor, furders her con- 
clufions and many times makes her effedles more abfo- 
lute and flraunge. But for that in our maker or Poet, 
which reftes onely in deuife and iffues from an excel- 
lent fliaq^e and quick inuention, holpen by a cleare 
and bright phantafie and imagination, he is not as the 
painter to counterfaite the naturall by the like effe<5ls 
and not the fame, nor as the gardiner aiding nature to 
worke both the fame and the like, nor as the Carpen- 
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ter to worke eflfe6les vtterly vnlike, but even as nature 
her felfe working by her owne peculiar vertue and pro- 
per in(lin<fl and not by example or meditation or exer- 
cife as all other artificers do, is then moil admired 
when he is moll naturall and lead artificiall. And in 
the feates of his language and vtterance, becaufe they 
hold afwell of nature to be fuggefled and vttered 
as by arte to be polilhed and reformed. Therefore 
(hall our Poet receaue prayfe for both, but more by 
knowing of his arte then by vnfeafonable vfmg it, and 
be more commended for his naturall eloquence then 
for his artificiall, and more for his artificiall well dif- 
embled, then for the fame ouermuch affedled and 
groffely or vndifcretly bewrayed, as many makers and 
Oratours do. 



The Conclufion. 




Nd with this (my mod gratious foue- 
raigne I^dy) I make an end, 
humbly befeeching your pardon, 
in that I haue prefumed to hold 
your eares fo long annoyed with a 
tedious trifle, fo as vnleffe it pro- 
ceede more of your owne Prince- 
ly and naturall manfuetude then 
of my merite, I feare greatly lead you may thinck of 
me as the Philofopher Plato did of Antceris an in- 
habitant of the Citie Cirene^ who being in troth a very 
adliue and artificiall man in driuing of a Princes Char- 
riot or Coche (as your Maiedie might be) and knowing 
it himfelfe well enough, comming one day into Platos 
fchoole, and hauing heard him largely difpute in mat- 
ters Philofophicall, I pray you (quoth he) geue me 
leaue alfo to fay fomewhat of myne arte, and in deede 
fhewed fo many trickes of his cunning how to lanche 
forth and day, and chaunge pace, and tume and'winde 
his Coche, this way and that way, vphill downe hill, 
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and alfo in euen or rough ground, that he made the 
whole affemblie wonder at him. Quoth Plato being a 
graue perfomge, verely in myne opinion this man 
fhould be vtterly vnfit for any feruice of greater import- 
ance then to driue a Coche. It is a great pitie that fo 
prettie a fellow, had not occupied his braynes in (Indies 
of more confequence. Now I pray God it be not 
thought fo of me in delcribing the toyes of this our vul- 
gar art. But when I confider how euery thing hath 
his eflimation by opportunitie, and that it was but the 
ftudie of my yonger yeares in which vanitie raigned. 
Alfo that I write to the pleafure of a lady and a mofl 
gratious Queene, and neither to Priefles nor to Pro- 
phetes or Philofophers. Befides finding by experience, 
that many times idleneffe is leffe harmefull then vnpro- 
fitable occupation, dayly feeing how thefe great afpiring 
mynds and ambitious heads of the world ferioufly 
fearching to deale in matters of (late, be often times fo 
bufie and earneft that they were better be vnoccupied, 
and peraduenture altogether idle, I prefume fo much 
vpon your Maiefties mod milde and gracious iudge- 
ment howfoeuer you conceiue of mync abilitie to any 
better or greater feruice, that yet in this attempt ye 
wil allow of my loyall and good intent alwayes -endeu- 
ouring to do your Maieflie the bed and greatefl of 
thofe feruices I can. 
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diftancis^ and which of them is moft commendable, 68 [/. 96] 
(^proportion byfituation, 69 f A 971 

Of proportion in figure. 75 f^- 104 1 

[Of the deuice or embleme, and that other which the Greekes 

call Anagrammay and we the Poefte tranfpofed. A "5 

Of the AnagramCf or J-oefie tranfpofed, /. I2i1 
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Hmo if all manner of fuddaine innouatiom were not very 
fcandahus^fpecially in the knoes of any language, the vfe 
of the Crceke and Latine feet might be brought into our 
vulgar poefte and with good grace inough . foL 85 [/. 1 26] 

A nioi'e particular declaration of the Metricall feete of the 

Grefkes and Latines, and ofyotirfecte oftuo times. 91 [/. 133] 

Of the feete oj three times, and what vfe we may haue oj 
them in our vulgar, I03[/' '37] 

Of all the other of three times befides the Dadill, 106 [/. 140] 

Of your halfe foote in a verfe, and thofe verfes which they 
called perfeil and defediue. 107 [/. 142] 

Of the breaking ofyourwotdesofmanyfUlables, and when 
and how it is to be vfed. 108 [/. 143] 

The Table of the third booke. 



OF ornament poeticall and that it refleth in figures, 
/7/. Ii4[/.i49] 
Hffiv our wrtttng and fpceches publique ought to bejigiira^ 
tiuCy and if they be not doo greatly dt/grace the caufe 
aiui purpofe of the /peaker and writer, ' ' 5 [/• * 5 ' ] 

How ornament poeticall is of two fortes according to the 

double nature and efficacy of figures. 1 1 9 [/. 155] 

Oflangttage and whatfpetch our maker ought to vfe. 1 19 LA '5^] 
Of flile, and that it is of three kindis, loftie, meane, and 

low according to the nature ofthefubieh. 123 [/*. i()6 

Of the loftie, meane, and low fttbied, 127 [/. 164' 

Of figures and figuratiue fpeeches, 1 28 \p, 1 66 

Sixe points fet dawne by our learned j or cf others for a gen- 
era II rule or regiment of all goodvtterance, be it by mouth 
or by writing, 1 29 [/. 1 67] 

How the Greekesfirfl and afterwardes the Latines inuented 
new names for euery figure, which this Author is alfo 
enforced to doo in his vulgar arte, 1 30 [/. 1 68] 

A diui/ion of figures, and how t/iey feme in exor nation of 

language. 1 32 [/. 1 70] 

Of Auricular figures appetteyning to fingle words and 
working by their diuers founds and audtlle turns, altera- 
tion to the eare only and not to the minde, 134 \p, 173] 
Of Auricular figures perteyning to clawfes of^ 'pixh, and 

by them working no Utile alteration to the eare, 135 [/. 174] 

Of A uricular figures working by dif order. 1 40 \p, 1 80] 

Of Auricular figures working fyfurplufage. 142 /. 182' 

Of Auricular figures working by exchange. 142 [/. 182' 

Of Auricular figures that feme to make the meetre tune' 
aide and melodious, but not by defied nor furplufage, 
diforder nor exchange. 145 [/. 184] 
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The names of your figures Auricular. 

ECcHpfis, or the figure of default, fol. 1 36 [/. 1 75 

Zeugma, or thefengle/upply. 1 36 F /. 1 75 

I* rozeiigma, or the ringleader, 137 A ' x 76 

Mezozeugma, or the middlemareher, 1^37 [/• 176' 

Hypozeugma, or the rereToarder, *37 f/- 1 1^. 

Sillepfis, or the double fupply, 137 p, 176^ 

H ypozeuxis, or the fubftitute, 1 38 [ /. 177^ 
Apofiopefis, or the figure of filenie^ otherwife called the figure 

of interruption. 1 39 \p. \ 78 

Prolepfis, or the propounder. l39[/«*79! 

Hiperbaton, or tlie tref puffer. 140 [/. 180 

Parenthefis, or the infer tour. I40[/. 180' 

Hifleron proteron, or the prepoflerous, 141 [/v. 181^ 

Enallage, or figure of exchange. 142 [/. 182 

Hipallage, or the changeling. 143 [/. 182 

Omoioteleton, or the figure of likeloofe, 144 [/. 184 

Parimion, or figure of like letter. 145 \p. 185" 

Afindeton, or figure ofloofe language, 145 \ p. 185^ 

Polifindeton, or the coople clanfe. 146 [ p, 186 

Irmus, or the long loofe. 146 [/. 186 

Epitheton, or the qualifier. 147 \p, 187 

Endiades, or ihe figure oftwinnes. 147 [p. 188 
Ofthefigiireswhich wccallSenfable^ bcaufeihey alter andaffe^ 

the niinde by alteration of/enfe and fir fl infingle words. 148 [/.1 88] 

Metaphora, or the figure of tranfport, '4^ [/• 189] 

Catacrefis, or the figure ofabufe, 150 [/• *9o] 

Metonymia, or the viifnamer. '50[A *9il 

Antononiafia, or the furnamer. ^5' [A *92] 

Onomatopeia, or the fuwnamer. ^S^ [/• '92] 
Epitheton, or figure of attribution ^ otherwife called the quali- 

fi^- « 52 [A 193: 

Metalepfis, or thefar-fet. 152 [p. 193 

[Emphafis, or the Renforcer, p. 194" 

Liptote, or the moderator. 153 \p. 195 

V^T^Ci\Q.^o\^yOrthecurrifauelyOtherivifecalledthefoother. 154 [/. 195' 
Mciofis, or the dif abler. ^54 [A '95! 

Tapinofis, or the abbafer, 1 54 [A '95 

Synecdoche, or the figure of quick conceit. 154 [/. 196 

Of fenfable figures appertaining to whole fpeeches^ and by 

them affeifling and altering the minde by force offeiue and 

[A 196: 



i? 



intendment. 155 

Allegoria, or figure of faire fembkint, 155 

^ixiVgnxOij or the riditle. 157 

Parimia, or the prouerbe. 157 

\Tom^, or the drie mock. '57 . 

Sarcafmus, or the bitter taunt. I58[A 200^ 

Afleifmus, the merry fcoffe^ or ciuill left, 158 p. 200 

Micflerifmiis, or the fleering frumpe, 159 /. 201 

Antiphrafis, or the brotul fioute, 159 '/. 20i 

Charientifmus, or the ptiuie nippe. 159 [/. 201 
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Hyperbole, ortheloudlier^ otherwife called thfouerreachtr. 1 59 [/. 

Periphrafis, or the figure ofambage. 161 [/. 

Synecdoche, or the figure of quick conceit. 162 [/. 

Of figures fentcntious, othenvife called rhetor'walL 1 63 [ /. 

Anai>hora, or the figure of report. 165 [/. 

Anliflrophe, or the counter turne. '65[/. 

^\m\t\ix\iQy or figure of reiteration. 166 [/. 

Anadiplofis, or the redouble. 167 [p, 
Epanalepfis, or the flow returne^ other7oife called the Eccho 

found. ,67 [p, 
Epizeuxis, orthevnderlay^ otherwifecalledtheCnckmvfpell. 167 [/. 
Ploche, or the doubter^ othenvife called thefwifl repeate. 1 68 [/. 

Paronomafia, or the nicknamer. 168 [/. 

Traduiflio, or the tranlacer. 1 70 \^p, 

Aniipophora, or the figure of refponce. \ 70 [/. 

Sineciofis, or the crqffe coople. ' ^T^lP- 

Antanaclafis, or the rebound, 173 [p, 

Clymax, or the marching figure. 173 [p, 

Antimetauole, or the counterchange. \ 74 [a 

\ni\x\izX\o, or the difdainfull. I7S[A 
Anlitheton, or the quarreller^ otherwife called the ouerthxoart 

or rencounter. 1 7^ [^^ 
Erotema, or the queflioner. 1 76 [a 
Echphonififi, or the outcrie. 177[A 
Brachiologia, or the cutted comma. 1 78 [/. 
Parifon, or the figure ofeuen. 1 78 [p, 
Sinonimya, or the figure offlore. 1 79 [y». 
Metanoia, or the penitent^ otherwife called t/ie figure of re- 
pentance. il9[p. 
hnitiiTi^oge, or the recompencer. i8o[/. 
Epiphonema, or the clofe. 181 [A 
Auxefis, or the auancer. 1 82 [ A 
Meiofis, or the dif abler. iS^ xp^ 
[Epanodis, or the figure of Retire p] 
Dialifis, or the dismembrer. 185 [ A 
Merifmus, or the diflributor. 185 [a 
Epimone, or the loueburden, 188 \p. 
Paradoxon, or the wonder er. 1 89 \p. 
Aporia, or the doubtfull. ig^ [p 
Epitropi, or the furure of reference, otherwife calUi the 

figure offubmiflion. 1 89 [A 

Parri fia, or the licetttious. 1 90 [ A 

Anacliinofis, or the impartener. 190 A 

Paramologia, or figure of admittance. 1 90 [p. 
Etiologia, or the tellcaufe, othenvife called the reafon 

rendrer. X91 f A 

Dicheologia, or the figure ofexcufe. 192 f /. 

Noema, or the figure of clofe conceit. 193 \ p, 

Orifmus, or the definer by difference. 193 [a 

Procatalepfis, or the prefumptuous. 194 \^p. 
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?zxz\q^£\s^ or the paffenger. fol ig^l p. 2 jg 

CommonXAO^ or figure of aboctdf. I94[/. 240^ 

Metaflads, or figure of remoue^ otherwife called the flitter. i94[/.24o' 
Parecnafis, or the ftrag^er^ otherwife calUd the figure of 

digrejfion. 195 [/. 240] 

Expwlitio, or the difpatcher, 195 [/v. 241] 

Dialogifmus, or the right reafoner, 196 [/. 242] 

Gnome, orthediredor^ otherwife[Senten\isi\thsfiigefayer, 197 [/. 243] 
S inathrifmus, or the heaping figure, > 97 [ A 243] 

Apoftrophe, or the turne tale, 198 [/. 244] 

Hipotipofis, or the counterfait, othenvife called the figure of 

reprefentation, 199 [/. 245] 

Profopographia, or the counterfet countenaunce, '99[/'245] 

Profopopeia, or the falfe imperfonatiofi, 200[/. 246] 

Chronographia, or the counterfait of time, 200 [/. 246] 

Topographia, or counterfait of place. 20o[/. 246] 

Pragmatographia, or counterfait atflion, 201 [p. 246] 

Omoiofis, or the figure of refemblance, 201 [/. 247] 

Icon, or refemblance by purirait^ and ymagerie, 204[/.25o] 

Parabola, or refemblance miflicall, 205 [/. 251] 

Paradigma, or refemblance by example, 205 [p. 252] 

Exargafia^ or the gorgious, othenvife called the bewtifull. 206 [/. 254] 
Of the vices and ddfomiitie in fpcech principally not^d by 

ancient Poets. 208 [/. 256] 

Howfome vices infpceches are alwaies intollerable fome others 

nowatidthenbortiewiihalbylicenceofaptproued authors, 209 \p. 257] 
Barbarifmus, or barbarous fpeech, 209 [/. 257] 

Solecifmus, or falfe fpeech. 2io[/.258] 

Cacozelia, or fond affcdation. 2io[/. 258] 

Soraifmus, or the vice called the mingle-mangle. 21 1 [/. 259] 

Cacofintheton, or the mif placer. 2I2[/. 260] 

Cacemphaton, or foule fpeech, 2I2[/. 260] 

Tautologia, or f elf e faying, 21 3 [p.261] 

AcyroTij or the vncouth, 2i4[/.262] 

Pleonafmus, or fault of full fpeeek, 2 1 5 [/. 264] 

Macrologia, or long language. 2 1 5 [/. 264] 

Periergia, or ouerlaJbor^ otherwife called the atrious, 216 [/. 265] 
Tapinofis, or the abafer. 2 16 [ ^. 266] 

Bomphibologia, or pompous fpeech. 2\i\p. 266] 

Amphibologia, or the ambiguous. 217 [p. 267] 

fVhat it is that generally makes our fpeech vertuous or 

vicious, and of that which the iMtines call decorum. 218 [/. 268] 
Of decencie in behauiour and cuftion, which alfo belongs to 

the confideration of a Poet or maker, 231 [/. 283] 

How the good poet or maker ought to diffemble his arte, and 

in tohat cafes the artiHciall is more commended theti the 

naturall and contrariwife. 250 [/. 304] 

Th€ conclufton. 257 [/. 313] 

FINIS. 



Mmr 6* Paterton, PrinterSt Edinburgh, 

I 

Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



/,Vt 



^^•. 



' i I 



^y > 



